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ALCWC meets
today

By Staff Correspondent

An emergency meeting of
the Central Working Commi-
ttee of the Awami League
ALCWC) will be held today at 3
pm at the Dhanmondi office
the party Acting party presi-
dent Abdul Manna will preside

Old man beaten to
‘death in Sylhet
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Feb 5 : An old man
was allegedly beaten to death
by his. nephews at village
Tilakpur under Kandigaen
union of Sylhet Sadar thana
this momrning. The victim,
Iskandar A, 60, had a long-
standing dispute over the
boundary of his house with his
nephews Batullah and Raushan .
Ali. whoe are both absconding

3 killed in Feni

FENI, Feb 5 : Three people °
including an engineer were
killed and 10 others were in-
Jured when a Dimka sound air
conditioned coach 'Green Line
collided with a truck today.

Shamim Morshed. 30.
& computer engineer of Ha-
Iishahar, Kamal Pasha Nayan of
West Mubarakghona of Chitta-
gong and a guide of the bus
Mubarak. died on the spot,

~IhN

Speaker to contest writ

In a HL.II"'F.I-I'th" move, Speaker
Shaikh Razzak Ali appeared
before a special bench of the
High Court Division through
his counsel yesterday during
the hearing on the writ peti-
tions regarding en masse.res-
ignation by 147 opposition
members of Parliament.

Additionnal Attorney General
Abdul Wadud Khandaker filed
the Vokalatnama (power of at-
torney)., on behalf of the
Speaker and the Secretary of
Parliameni. o the three-mem-
ber special bench at 1:05 pm.

The Speaker and the
Parllament Secretary, who
were made respondents 1 and
2 in the writ, appeared before
the courl in response to the
rule nisi issued earlier by a
two-member division bench of
the High Court. Both respon-
dents are also expected to file
their replies to the show cause
n-::rtirt-:a SO0TI, SOuUrces con-
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By Supreme Court Cnrrespondent

cerned said.

The two-member HE bench
on January 18 issued the rule
asking the Speaker to explain
within seven days the delay in
taking action on the resigna-
tion letters: of the Opposition
MPs. The Speaker so long had
refrained from giving any reply
tv Lhe show cause notice.

On the third day of hearing

yesterday by the special bench

comprising Justice A M
Mahmudur Rahman, Justice
Kazi Ebadul Hugq and Justice
Md Abdul Karim. lawyers of
the petitioner Towfigque
Hossain continued their sub-
mission.

Barrister KS Nabi, colnsel

for Awami League chiefl Sheikh

Hasina, placed his arguments

challenging the Inﬂiﬂlainﬂblut]r ;

of the writ.

Barrister Nabi said that the
cnurl wnuld have to decide

first about the maintainability
of the writs — whether there is
any cause of action in filling
the case.

He argued that the peti-
tioner. who is demanding dec-
laration of the MPs' resignation
as illegal, had no locus standi

for filing the petition. The pe-
titioner was in no way ag--

grieved by the resignation of
an MR, who can resign at his
will. as empowered by the
Constitution, he added.

Intervening, the court re-
ferred to the petitioner's point
that he (petitioner) was af-
fected as orderly lifée of sociéty
has been severely affected by
the ert masse resignations, and
by doing so the Gppusiﬂnn had
‘“created an anarchy.”

In reply, Barrister Nabi said
if the petitioner thinks that he
is dffected by the aftermath of
the rtsi'gnatiﬂﬂ, he should

come up with a separate writ.

The petitioner has no right to
question the resignations and
this act has got no relation
with the ntmet agitation. -

Quoting !'rmn the Cons-
titution and the Rules of Pro-
cedure, Bartister Nabi told the
court that the Speaker had got
nothing to do with the res-
ignation letters and had no
right to check’ or re-check thp:
signatures.

‘Turning to the:

tioner was mistaking an MP's
constitutional ﬂght as hls own
right.

He went on saying, citing
clause 87 (2) of the Constitu-

" tion, that resignation ts not a

maiter between the Speaker
‘and an MP, rather it is be-
iween 'me and me.'

* The hearing resumes -tuday
at 10 am.

petitioner's '
contention, Nabi said the peti- -

"Decision on MPs' resignation

delayed due to writs'

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali
told* Parllament yesterday he
had decided to refrain from
giving his decision on the res-
ignations of 147 opposition
MPs because tweo writs regard-
ing the matter were lying with
the High Court.

"Since two writs are in thc
process of hearing in the High
Court Division of the Supreme
Court and the matter is com-
plicated, involving natienal and
constitutional questions. 1 de-
cided to put off my decision
regarding 147 honourable MPs
for the time being.” the
Speaker said.

He was replying to a 'point
of order' raised on January 29
by Chief Whip Khandaker
Delwar Hossain. Khandaker
Delwar asked for the Speaker's
ruling that the issuance of rule
on the Speaker by the HC had
1nfﬂnﬂad the sovereignty of
Parliament and the authority ::nl'
the Speaker himself.

Razzak All said it is the
Speakers exclusive constitu-
tional jurisdiction to give deci-
sion .on the resignation letters
ol opposition MPs. The gues-
tion eof sovereignty of Parlia-
ment is also involved in the
issue, he added. -

"l think giving decision on

By Staff Correspondent

 the so-called Tesignation let--

lers of the 147 members of
Parliament is exclusively in the

" Speaker's constitutional juris-

diction and it involves the

question of sovereignty of .

Parliament,” the Speaker said,
giving his ruling at 1-15 pm.

Razzak Ali said "From my
part, the guestion of compro-
mise with any authority does
not arise in protecting the
sovereignty and responsibility
of Parltament envisaged in the
Constitution. At any cost, I am
determined, like you, to pro-
tect the dignity and sove-
reignty of Parliament.”

The Speaker said "it is un-
constitutional to infringe —
either by the judiciary or the
administration — the authority
and responsibility of the
Parliamesit. (e MPs and the
Speaker.’

" He, however, obagrved that
court ruling did not curb the
jurisdiction of the Speaker.
The restriction on the Speaker
was impesed to ensure that
the ruling would not become
ineflective.

On January 18, an HC divi-
ston bench, in a ruling, asked
the Speaker to show cause
withirf seven days why actions
shnuld not be taken, as re-

guired by the {,tlinsutuuun re-
garding the resignation letters
of 147 epposition MPs. The
bench also asked the Speaker
to refrain from giving his deci-
sion for an indefinite period.
Razzak Ali said there are
exampjes of confrontation and
misunderstanding between the
judiciary and the Parliament in
many countries in the world:
Sometimes, ‘'on some occa-
sions, Parliament and Speaker
sharply reacted to such court
rulings. In somé particular
cases, Speaker and Parliament
chose the path of compromise.
in his iwo-page ruling.
Razzak Ali quoted Justice
Raghab Rao of India as having
said: "The powers of each one
of the three organs have to be
exercised as fundamentally

subject to the provisions of the |
‘Cofistitution delating’ to t¥e or- -

gan individually as well as to
Lht previsions relating te ether
organs... it is the respect that
is accorded by one organ of the
state to the others that en-
sures a healthy working of the
Constitution which is the acid
test of its merits whatever the
paper value of its provisions.”
He also quoted Justice
Mostafa Kamal as raying "The
See Page 12 Col 8

Trade imbalance hindering
- Indo-Bangla ties

An, Inda}-ﬂangladesh dia-
logue on econeomic relations
heid in Delhi has identified the
huge imbalance in trade as the
main hindrance to strengthen-
ing the relations between the
two countries.

A summary of the dialogue.
made available to The Daily
Star yesierday. said "It was the
unanimous view of the partici-
pants that such a build up in
Lhe trade imbalance between
hwlia and Bangladesh given the
-pecial histornical legacy of
iliese countries. stimulated
negative polftical responses in
the deficit country. which
could be ininucal to sustaining
good relations.’ .

The dialogue. organised
jointly by the Centre for Policy
Research (CPR) of New Deihi
and the Centre for Policy Dia-
logue (CPDY ol Bangladesh on
February | and 2, also noted
ihat Indian exporis (Lo
Bangladesh increased signifi-
canily due 1o the rade Wberali

By Staft Currespundent

sation policies in eperation in
Bangladesh.

In the absence of an ade-
guate flow of return exports
from Bangladesh. this was
likely to cause a large and
growing bilateral trade imbal-
ance for the couniry. This
owed largely to Bangladesh's
Hmited exportl capacity but was
being aggravated by the fact
that India's current trade
regime. notwithstanding its
ambitious programme of eco-
nomic reform. was stll mere
restrictive than that of
Bangladesh. " participants in
the dialogue agreed.

M Morshed Khan, Sperial
Envoy to the Prime Minister,
BNP MP Amir Khasru, SAMS

Kibria, member of Awami
League advisory council,
former finance minister M

Sayveduzraman. former MCCI]
president Manzur Elahi, Editor
of The Financial Express
Moazrzemn Hossain. Dr Atiur
Rahman of Bangladesh Insti-

tute r,r!‘ Development Studies
(BIDS) and Prof Rehman Sob-
han, Ex
CPD were' the participants
from Bangladesh side. Former
Indian Foreign Minister | K
Gujral, Dr Arjun Sengupta,
Member Sécretary of Indian
Planning Comimission, R M §
Malek. Special Secretary of the
External -Affairs Ministry,

former Foreign Secretary Prof
Muchkund Dubey, Secretary
General of Indian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry S Sen,
former President of the Feder-
ation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry S Pa

todia and the officials of the
CPR were the participants
from the Indian side.

It was. however, agreed by
the participants; that efforts
should be made not only to ex-
pand the pregent volume of
exports from Bangladesh. but
also to diversify Bangladesh's
production and export struc-

See Page 12 Col 6
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Tk 11300 cr direct
~ loss due to
Farakka, JS told

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh suffered a direct
loss of Tk 11.300 crore be-
cayse of unilateral withdrawal
of Ganges water by India since
the commissioning of the
Farakka Barrage. Irrigation and
Waler Resources Minister Ma-
jid-ul Huq told Parliament ves-
terday.
- "The country inturred a
loss of Tk 100 crore as the
larmers failed (o cultivate
kharif-1 c¢rop in 1.20 lakh
acres of land wunder the
Ganges-Kobadak (GK) project
areas.” the minister said.
adding that the total loss stood
at Tk 11.300 crore.

He was responding ta a c&ll
attention notce on public im-’
portance raised by treasury
bench MP K J Hamida Khanam
on the formulation of a national

water policy.

p - The minister said besifies -

the financial loss, agricultural
land in 105 thanas of the
Ganges basin is faced with se-
vere damage due to lack of ir-

rigation, reduction of  land
moisture and increased salin-
ity.

He said because of the
Farakka Barrage a desertifica-
tion process has started in the
northern part ol the country.

Sec Page 12 Col 3 |
Mirza Hatiz tails
to table bill
amid opposition

By Staff Correspondent

In the face of opposition
from the Treasury Bench
members., Minister for Law
and Justice Mirza Golam Hafiz
yesterday failed to tabje a bill
relating to the voters' identity
card. '

Immediately after the Law
Minister proposed to intro-
duce the Representation of the
People (Amendment) Bill
4995, ruling party MP Abdur
Rob Chowdhury raised objec-
tion saying the bill should
specify the time by which the
issuance of ID cards for voters
would be completed.

Almest all the
Bench members supported
Chowdhury by banging tables.

The:bill was being placed to
keep in abeyance a Bill passed
last year to give voters 1D card.
After passage of the Bill, it was
not possible for the Election
Commission to hold any elec-
tions before issuing ID cards.
So It becamé necessary to
amend the Bill further. to hald
the by-elections without [D
cards.

As Lhe Treasury bench MPs
demanded specifying the time

See Page 12 Col 2

PM's dal-bhat plan
has become a
farce, says AL

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League yester-
day said the lives of the people
have become unbearable be-
cause of unbridled price spiral
of the food items and other
essential commodities.

Acting president of Awami
League Abdul Mannan and
General Secretary Zillur Rah-
man in a joint statement said
the Prime Minister's promise
for ‘dal-bhat’ for the common

has become a 'farce’ in
the face  of the recent price-
hike.

Prices of commodities con-
tinued to rise at a time when
the harvesting was over and
the prices were suppesed to
be at the lowest level they po-
inted out

1 Twenty-firsi Century’,

Treasury

- The Daily Star
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Prime Mlmat.er Begum Khaleda Z:a addrasmng t.he national aelﬁmar on "Bangladesh Fanng
the Twentv-First Century’ organised by the Bangladalh Institute of International and

Strategic Studies in the city yesterday

PM tells BIISS seminar in city

Concensus and commitment
needed for development

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia vesterday galled
for a natsonal consensus and
commitment among the socio-
polilical forces to face the
challenges of the Twenty-first
Century.

"Let us gll analyse the prob-
lems and potentials of Bangia-
desh in the coming century
and devise the best course of
action for our progress- and
growth oh the basis of natibnal
consensus,” she said.

Consernisus and commit-
ment, Begum Zia added. would
ensure peace and stability and
accelerate the process of de-
velopment by upholding the
present trend of foreign in-
vestment. industrialisation and
export trade.

. The Prime Minister was
addressing the inaugural ses-
sion of a two-day national sem-
inar on 'Bangladesh Facing the
‘organ-
ised by Lhe Bangladesh lasti-
tute of Intérnational and
Strategic Stixdies iEIISSI in its
auditorium.

The inaugural session was

H} Staff Correspondent

Rahmuan. ¢ Ilﬂ!rlllﬂﬂ of the
Board ol Governors of BHSS
Barrister A K S Morshed and

' Major General Golam Qadir,

Director General of the insti-
tute.

Begum Zia identified socio-
economic development of the’
country, poverty alleviation and
democratisation as the great-
es| challenges in the coming
century. |

"We are pledge-bound to
achieve the multiple tives
of people-based and people-
oriented politics, rapid gro-
wth, flourishing of people's
creativity, administrative tra-
nsparency and actountability,”
she asserted. "I can say from
experience that the road to
demoeratisation s rough, but
isresistible.”

Describing the last few

~years ol the Twentieth Century

as eventful for the country, the
Prime Minister pointed out
that during the period a new
dynamism has been infused in

" a loreign aid dependent decay-
ing economy and a despondent

and stagnaling society has

—PIDphotn

"The gateway to vast possi-
bilities has been opened up."
she sald. "For flourishing t
democratic social order and
for long-term socio-economic

* growth, the principal task be-

fore us is to strengthen the
political, social and ecoriomie
institutions.” .
Sustainability of a demo-
cratic society and economic
development is achieved
through a continuous process,
she said emphasising the need
to correct the mistakes regu-

‘larly and to tackle the unex-
~ pected hindrances along the

way.
"The events of the last few

years in our country once again

demonstrate that

. or dévelopmént cannot be

achieved overnight: Dissents,
instability and hindrances are
the price we have to.pay to
reach our goal. They cannot be
avoided." Zia added.
She said the initial step
should be to fully comprehend
the nature of possible chal-.
lenges in the coming century
and to analyse them properly

also addressed by Foreign found wavs toward regenera- in the L of national and in-
Vimister A S M Mosiafizur  Hon o sociad values. Page 12 Col 1 -
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Jute accord with Lanka | ¢heck price-hike
. e of essentials:
in May likely | cCtg Chamber
Bangladesh is likely to enter  ply contract this year to India. From Staff Correspondent

into a long term contract with
Sri Lanka for supplying jute
bags that may fetch Tk 15
crore a year to the coumtry,
reports UUNB.

Official sources said the two
sides reached an understand-
ing on the proposed contract
during the recent visif of
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia to Colombo.

The agreemrent. proposed
to be valid for five years, may
be finalised in May when a
meeting of the Bangladesh-Sri
Lanka Joint Economic Com-
mission is scheduled in Dhaka.

Sri Lanka's annual require-
menlt of jute bags ranges be-
tween six and eight million
pieces, or six to eight thou-
sand metric tons.

Sources indicated that such
an agreement would ensure
the country an income of about
Tk 15 crore a year from the
sales of jute bags to Its South
Asian neighbour

Bangladesh has been a tra-

ditional supphier of jute goods
to Sri Lanka. but lost the sup-

The Bangladésh Jute Mills
Corporation (BJMC] has re-
cenitly won a contract for s
plying 55.000 metric tons Bf
jute goods worth about Tk 115
crore to Syria.

" Kazi Zafar gets
ad-interim bail

Former prime minister
Kazi Zafar Ahmed was yester-
day granted ad-interim bail
when he surrendered before a
district court and prayed for
bail in a corruption case, re-
ports UNB.

District and Sessions Judge
Md Abdus Salam fixed February
14 to hear the matter:

The Bureau of Anti-Corrup-
ton on November 11 last year
filed a criminal case against
Kazi Zafar with Motijheel po-
lice for cheating and dcfn}-

. cation.

According ta the case, {hl'.‘
government suffered a loss of

one crore taka due to an order

21 more killed as gunmen
open fire in Karachi

KARACHI, Feb 5 Gunmen
killed at least 21 people and
wounded 41 in a flareup of vio
lence in the southern Pakistani
city of Karachi today, police
said, reports Reuter '

Eleven of the victims were
killed and 15 people were wo-
unded when gunmen opened
fire on a Kashmiri fund-raising

l-ﬁr-t_:_z—ul

camp in central Karachi.

Police said gunmen later
fired shots inside a mosque In
western Karachi, killing eight
people and wounding 25. Two
other people were killed in

, separate shootings in central
Karachi.

The attack at the camp set
up by a Kashmiri militant
group. Harakaktul Ansar, took
place during a government-
called general strike to back a

] separatist revolt in Indian-

ruled Kashmir.

But it was not immediately
clear whether the shooting
was related to the strike or to
the political and ethnic vio-
lence that has plagued Pak-
istan's commercial capital for
VeArs.

Thirty-one people have
been killed in the city in the
past two days. At least 12 ‘peo-
ple died and |1 were wounded
in sectarian and factional vio-
lence on Saturday, police said.

Traditional tensions be-
tween Sunni and Shi'ite Mus-
lims have mounted in Karachi,
a city of more than 12 million
people, with the start of the
Muslim fasting month of Ra-
madan this week.

Doctors estimate last year's
death toll from ethnic, sectar-
jan and factional violence in
Karachi at more than BO0O and
more than 75 people were
killed in January.

CHITTAGONG, Feb 5 : The
President of the Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry., S M Abul Kalam, has
urged the government and
other organisations concerned
to take steps to check the
price spiral of all essential
commodities during the

month of Ramadan.
In ‘a press release issued

| today, the chamber president

also called upon the govern-
ment to ensure the adequate
supply of commodities.

Besides, he called upon the
traders to help keep the
prices of essentials stable for
the greater interest of the
consumers.

He pointed out that due to
shortage ol vessels one lakh
metric tons of rice cquld not
be imported from Pakistan
even after the opening of LCs.
This has led to shortage of
food, Kalam alleged.

Country
-experiences
light rains

By Staff Correspondent

The capital and other parts
of the countiry experienced
light rains yesterday.

The Met office also forecast
light rains or thundershowers
at one or two places over
Dhaka, Rajshahi and Khulna
divisions during the period
ending at 6:00 pm today.

The country is alse likely to
experience one or two light to
moderate nor'westers by the
end of this month, it said.

The Met office also hinted
that day temperature may fall
hy one to two degrees Celsius
all over the couniry today.

Trace rains of less than one
milimeire (mm) were recor-
ded in Dhaka. Mymensingh,
Faridpur, Madaripur, Jessore,
Chuadanga and Rajshahi while
3mm rainfall was reported at
ishwardi, 2mun at Bogra and
one milimetre at Tangail yes-
terday N



