Group Study Exchange
Group from the Southe-
astern Rotarian district
of North Carolina visited Dhaka
recently. The four-member
team included retired univer-

sity professor Charlie Coffman.
mm credit manager Terry

Landrigan, high schoadl teacher
Jerry Smith, and radio news
director Steve Cohen. They
described their impressions of

Bangladesh from a month-long
stay '

The five things that strike
you, said the journalist, is the
warmth and generosity of the
people, the sustained beautiful
weather (ideal for the beach) .
the density of population, the
vastly different social system
(for example, no dating) . and
the influence of gnirernm{:nl
where there is none in the
United States. ;

Bult Bangladesh is an inde-
finable experience. The coun-
try strikes the tourist in more
ways than the tour operator
ever intended. From a conver-
sation with these four Ameri-
cancs, who were shown mosl
of the country's top tourist
sites, it was apparent that what
the Western visitor ecarries
away f[rom Bangladesh is
' sometimes unpredictable.

.~ The business manager said

she felt as if she was in a Time
‘Harp when she sttpped out ol
the plane. Since that moment.
she's been through a whirl-
wind of indefinable experi-
ences and unforgettable sights.
"Bangladeshis eat with their
hands.". she said. " they bathe
from a bucket, and eat rice
twige a day.” The westerner
- has no frame of reference for

the, sights that greet him or -

. her in . Every single
detail, from the mode of

transport {rickshaw), people's
dress (sarees and lungis) . wav

of shopping (bazaars) to even

what we eat (rice and d4dl) | is
so foreign that it is a mar-
ketable experience in itself.
~ «"So what do you think of the
land itself?" The Daily Star
"Oh. the land is just beauti-
ful." they said. describing the
__wvariety of fanducapr and way of
living. As the plane flwe into
Dhaka. said one American, we °

- coitld see the rice paddies,

shining ltke .mirrors Lthe
whole land shines. Another
said, “you have.no idea how

many vairations of palm trees,

there are until you see them.”
In. the four weeks of their stay,
the Amerieans travelkled on all
forms of vehicles - planes,
boats (many kinds) . rick-
shaws. scooters, traihis - you

. naime/it; -

The FEoonomic copiplesion
: |

Packaging Bangladesh for
- the Western Visitor

_ol the population is also strik-

. eredit numager was”

ing. particularly the dichotomy
bétween the haves and the
have-nots. The business man-
ager saidc she bought 3 taka
items from the street side, and
then 300 taka silk from a shop.
Alsb, people prefer machine-
weaved products to handi-
crafts.;
time wnderstanding what a
she said.

"People had a difficult |

The concept - ol buying or
selling on credit is nonexis-
tenl, and the market i& more
cash based.

Seeing the poor people nf
Bangladesh changed the Amer-
ican's perspectivé of poverty.

- Speaking in particular about

the village people.. the journal-
ist said he his mind
about what'people need to suu-

. vive. A poor person in Americi

i« very aware of what Le
douesn't have, but a Bangladeshi
scems to do very well without

. a TV set or a car. People who

are not well-off seem to be

Top:

Today in the autumn dawn,
Did | see your lovely form,

M my mother Bengal, _

Your green limbs glowing

in stainless beauty?

The brlmm.ing river cannot
How,

The fields can hold no .more
grain,

The Doel calls, the Koel sings,
1n your woodland court
— Rabindranath Tagore

ottom Left:

Men at work: pusmng a cart .

— Bangladesh

Botiom Righl _

From left . Steve, Tem 'and
Charlie, tht teader.— Star phot

more acecptineg of their fate.
"One night, two of us were
talkmg.” said the journalist,

“and we thought some of these

people just wake up every
morning, work the fields for
their food, then go to sleep at
night. There is nothing more
fo life. The next day we sgw
two people on the way lo
watch a movije at the Cinema
and we thought: oh. <o there is

more to life than just waking
yp and working the fields!”
The ‘Americans could net
comment on the prospects of
Bnngllduh as a lourist site.
because they were thttlr
escorted wherever they wen
However, a German wulumr
of French. English and German
literature and

lie said Bangladesh is defi-
iitely worth visiting for the

weterner, and one should stay
lor as leng as a month. beacuse
Lthere is enough (o see. He
iravelled all over the country;
[rom the Neorth, to Sylhet.
(hitiagong, Dhaka. and Khulna.
e follows the Lonely World
Fublication published in Lon
don and Sydney. which traces
out tours of different countries.
The volume of Bangladesh
came oul in 1993. The profes-
sor liked Sylhet. specially the
ciided tour ef the téa gardens.
ite compared the Sylhet tea
vardensfavorably to that jun
Dagjeeling. In Dhaka. he stayed
in different hotels ra

irom Taka 100 to Taka 1000,
nn purpose - 1o see all locali-
ues. He hated the noise poliu-
tion in Dhaka. "It would be
criminal in any European city.”
he said. “A European needs

" some peace and quiet.”

The prﬂft:mr travelled '
from cily to cily on buses,
which were inconvenient™
when travelling with a huge
backpack, and trains. He said
the train service in thecouniry

is very good. Within Dhaka. he

preferred to travel by rick-
shaw. becohuse limited knowl-
edge ;1 Bangla makes it diffi-
rull La travel by bus. He can-
cclled a Urip to the Sundarbans
»11 a launch because of inade-
guate hathmnm facilities on
boaird,

At the time of thc inter-
view, the prolessor was travel-
ling Lo Khulna by Rocket’
Steamer. He said it was a
beautifal journey. Pointing to
the small row-boats and multi-
colored sailboats on the water,
he said, "in Europe. one can no
longer se¢ these. Bangladesh
has things that can no longer
be found in Europe. It is as if

the paut has been prr'u:rvtri
here.”

e E———— -

‘Hanoi Hilton’ Wall Tumbles To
‘Make Way for Luxury Hotel

by Kathy Wilhelm
Associated Press Writer
HANOI, Nov 28 (UNB/AP): = the nickname.
Workmen have begun knock- _ 'Burton Engineering of
ing down the wall of the Singapore and the Hanoi
"Hanol Hilton" prison. where Cnnatru{‘tinn Co have joined

US servicemen were shackled
and tortured during . the
Vietnam War, in preparation

for building a real hotel on the

 site.

One of Lhe I‘ﬂrmer'F{]Ws. i

retired Navy Capt, Cole Black.
carried away

wife and other American
tourists stopped at, the site, a

place of pilgrimage for return-

ing veterans.

They peeked in the f[ront
gate at the cell blocks. Then
they walked outside the mus-
tard-yellow walls topped with
barbed wire and broken glass
to the rear, where workers
with a backhoe and sledge:
hammers had opened a hole
big enough for trucks to enter.

“They liked to.put people in
irons — medieval-type pun-
ishment,” Black recalled tater.
“The treatment was very bad.’

The prison. whose real
-name is the Hoa Lo, was built
by the colonial French gov-

ernment and held Vietnamese

nationalists and Communists
during the 1940s and 1950s.

Alter the United Stales be- |

gan sending troops to prop up
non-Communist
Vietnam against the Comm-
unist North, the prison be-

came notorious for holding

American POWs, who coined

_ - last
a few souvenir

bricks Sunday when he, his.

South.

alier the United States and
North Vietnam signed a ]:!!ﬂl’:l':
acmrd

*

"I had no sp tal fmlingu
about it." Cole said of seeing
the prison where he was tor-
tured. "I never really had a
good look at it from outside.
Any time I'd been taken in or

~out I'd been blindfolded."

forces Lo tear down Hoa Lo and -

build a 22:story luxury hotel to_

accommodate the gmwfng in-
flux of tourists,
France and the Uniled Siates.

Officials say the prison's
résidents,  youhg -
VielJmeat convicts, were

erred lo another [a::ilu.y

P ear]-.ier this year.

Many Vietnamese ‘are eager

Lo replace the city's wartime -
relice with the! mndm'n trap- .

pings of economic develop-
ment. Hanoi authorities have
already cleared away the
wreckage of -a downed
American B-52 bomber from

~ Lenin Park to make way for
another foreign hotel project.

But for foreign tourists, the

prison is one of Hanoi's must-
see sites. Cole, 62.,-and his
wife, Karen, from Escondido,

¢ taking a cruise down the
Mnmp cpast and made sure
their four bus stopped at Hoa
Lo.

Cole said his single-seat
fighter plane was shot down
about 60 miles (100 kilome-
ters) northeast of Hanei on
June 21, 1966. He was
checked in and dut of the
"Hanei Hilton" three times
over the nexi seven years be-
fore Being released in 1973

many from

, were in Hanol for one day

Would he consider staying
at the hotel that will go up on

the site?

'"Igm:aslwnu]difthcprlce
is right.” he said. "..... You can

“walk to many plm:en from

|

"+ .

there. It wuldbea@odblm
mstay

—

Editor's Note: Jessore air-
purt s a pleasant contrast to
Dhaka's two airports.

cated in a very subarban area,

away from the all the traffic

jam of the town. A countable
number of passenger and visi-

tor cars stand neatly parked on

the premises. The ai re-’

It's a
single terminal, building lo- -

ceives Biman flights Hﬂy about -

5-6 fligh
The

ts a day.

departure luiungt

downstairs is about 25x 15 ft .

long. Windows Dy the waiting
seals open on a sunlit terrace.
| was amazed that 1 could just

walk up to the 3-person ticket

counter and ask guesltions

about the flight (and receive
.polite answers) . An uner-
woded Sonali Bank receives
travel taxes. There is also a
phone booth and a snacks bar
selling coke, sprite, Gold Leaf
cigarrettes, Cadbury , min-
eral water, orange juice and
other snacks. :

'The pa themselves
were wealthy-looking suited
personalities. The Royal Hotel
fof Khulna) was mentioned by
several. Some were tourisis,

-

NEW ORLEANS, Nov 20
{UHBHHF] Three tons of coins
and an 18th century gold
spoon dﬂ.igntd to clear .wax
| fromh ears are among the sal-
vaged deep-sea treasures that
go on display Monday along a
Mississippi River wharf.

The treasures are just part

‘of the early haul from EIl
Cazador, a ﬁrig-of— war Lhat
sank in a storm in the Gulf of
Mexico 210 years ago, laden
with nearly 19 tons of newly
thinted Spanish, silver. *
‘Salvage workers made
dozens of 300-foot (90-meter)
dives as the gulf's hurricane

season ended and its nasty

forcign and Bangla speaking,
and a great number.were busi-
nessmen gn a routine trip. It
qceurred t6 me suddenly that

most travellers opting to take a

Tk. 655 flight rather than a
. 100 odd-taka 6 hour bus jour-
ney to Dhaka would have to be
wealthy by definition.

A large group of visitors
from a nearby village climbed
the staifs to the Arrivals
lounge, just to see what it was
like. Jessore airport is a local
attraction. a place to check out
for the natives. The flight was
delayed by one hour, but a
good selection of both English

and Bangla magazines kept all
pecupied.

The most beautiful thing
about Jessore Airport is the
walkway to board the plane.
You exit the building by the
back doors and emerge onto a
lawn - planted with dwarf
trees, numerous shrubs and
flowers. and
This lawn path
rectly to the

staricase

| have never seen anything like
it. either in Bangladesh or
abroad. -GW

. wharf,

garden lights. '
to you di- .

Three-tbns of coins, gold spoon
- salvaged from sunken ship

BvJannetMoCommughey
AmﬂedeWﬂm

wirﬂcr apprnm hed. v ideotap-
ing the wreckage and dredging
up as_much as possible to
thwart modern-day pirates.
The wreckage lound more
than a year agp still holds tons
upon. tons of “stacked coins
sent from Vera Cruz in January
1784 tb pay New Orleans’
Spanish government and
troops. When it went down, El
Cazador was carrying 400,000

_silver pesos and 50,000 pesos

in smaller change — 18 3/4
tons of silver, :

From the display on the
the silver and other
finds, some restored to their
original ‘luster, will go to a
storage vault until a hearing
before US District Judge
Adrian Duplantier, who will
determine the owner.

Among the artifacts are a
couple chunks ol stained glass;

a spoon with a raised. flower-
like design on the handle;

rusary beads and a small scale
with lour weights shaped like®
chess pawns. .

There's alse a liltle set of
nested measuring cups re-
cently cleaned at the Alabama
lab where two more tons of sil-
ver were sent. There are about
a dozen cups, from thimble-
sized 1o 2 inches (5 cms) high,

each with a number stamped

into the hottomm. A hinged and
latched top kept the sét to
gether.

John Johnson. founder and
vice president of the diving
company Oceaneering Inc
ditln't know what they were
used 1o measure. Nor did his-
torians called by The

Associated Press. One guessed
thev might have been used by -
the ship's druggist.

- "There's also some potiery,
some broken wine glasses,
somme commbs — nitpicke
Johnson said. The fine-toot
combs used to clear nits, or
lice. were not the only re-
minder of 18th century hy-
giene. A gold ear spoon also
came Lo light.

Maritime salvage attorney
David Paul Horan described it
as long and flat — maybe a
quarter-inch (60 mm) wide at

the top. but nearly paper thin.

"They used the sharp end as
a toothpick,” Horan said. "The
other end is a very, very small
spoon - They used it to
clear the wax out of their ears.”

The most unusual find was a
breech-loading gun made of
bronze, about 3 feet (1 meter)
long and 3 1/2 inches (9 rmﬂl
in diameter.

Wrought-iron, breech-load-
ing cannon were conumon in
the 15008 but by the 1700s
had generally been supplanted
by muzzle-loading guns of
bronze, said Corey Malcolm, an
archaedlogist at the Mel Fisher
treasure museum in Florida

Most of the coin comes up
in stacks 3 to 4 inches (7.6 Lo
10 cms) high. "They re kind of
fused itogether, but you can
break them #part.,” Johnson
said in a phone interview from
the salvage ship. "They clean
up quite nicely. The date and
protile of Carlos Wl (king of
Spain lrom 1759-88) s very
promnent.”

~stihanitted at the technical session;
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SKAL Holds Monthly Meeting in City: e
Dhaka hased SKAL bheids its annual tea party meeting on
January 31 The SKAL is a network of Hoteliers. travel agents.
cargn agenis, different airtines representatives and anyone
else connected with the travel business SKAL has an office
room on the Sheraton premises. Members gather at the
monthly meeting to discuss anything but talk shop. The SKAL
in Dhaka is a fairly new organisation, about one year to one
and a hall vears old. It is considering applying to the
international SKAL for mefpbership.

A new Boeing ;?? jetliner on a test !:i ht made a ﬁ

emergency landing Thufldl]l after su-ddtnhr losing altitude
Four injuries were reported
The twin-engines jumbo jets are still in the midst of an ex-
iensive flight lest program that began las June. The plane was
ving at about 43.000 feet (12,900 metres) when it suddenly
tropped. The pilot declared emergency landing and Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) cleared traffic at thg Conty's
lioweing Field. in south Seattle
Two Boeing employees. a flight engineers and a ﬂtghl analyst.
were In stable condition at Harborview Medical Center
-UUNF31

Nepal's traditional dance dying: e cites of
Kathmandu Valley that had flourished for centuries as living
museums ol Hindu and Buddhist art and architechture now
seem headed towards slow but certain death.

Lalitpur. a truly beautiful city. used to be called "The Florence
of South Asia”. These days. the city is losing not only its
unigue architectural heritage but also its rgge dance and
NS

"Once the living heritage is hlt we will be left only with dead
cites.” says Anil Chitrakar, who heads the environmental

management projectiNEMP).

in 1993, NEMP gave Lalitpur a US 5 ,000-dellar grant to
revive the Astramairika dance, which used to be performed
without fail each October during the Hindu festival called
Dousadn, _ . /

Since 1990, the 400-ueag-old dance has not beerl performed
here because of the lack of funds. In the ancient times, three
localities in Lalitpur used (o Lake tums W organise the dance
festival. The cvost of the dostumes, jwellery and other props
were met through the returns of the produce that came from -
communal land owned by trusts called Guthis

In thf early !ﬁﬁﬁs . the government took over the own:
ership ol the Guthi lands thus‘putting an end to the supply
of funds. Howevér, until four years ago. privale donors

: nmuned to podol enough resources to put up the Astramatrika

Hnwer finding Iunds for the perfermance of the dance is
not the only problem. Very few had been willing to take-over
the ageing dancers and musicians who had grown too old to
hold performances. Many of the artists who painted the
mu~ks of the dancers have abandoned their brushes Ic-r more
lucrauve jobs. |

Now it remains for the youths to lakt over and they must be
trained while the elderly dancers are still living. The [lirst
step to this Is to make the younger generation intérested.
Many lament that Nepali music is being drowned out by the
hindi and western songs played incessantly on the radio and
satelite TV, - IPS

American reduces fleet size: American has
removed 93 jet aircrafts from its fleet since it began pulling
out of unsuccessful markets last year.The airline will
discontinue its non-stop service between Chicago and
Munich, Germany. American had invested significantly since
1986 to make the route a success. Monitor

Wdrkshng on Wildlife Conservation held: A

seminar on the developement of wildlife conservation and
management was held in the city's Ferest Office  at
Mahakhali. recently. The inaugural session was attended by
the minister and secretary of The Ministry. of Environment
and Forest along with scientists and interested naturalists.
Wildlife in Bangladésh is being subjected to extinction due to
Lhe speedy rise in human population, natural catastrophy and
pollution. It is a valuable resource of our country and ap-
propriate exploitation under proper management rpay open a
iew source for earning foriegn exchange.

With this objective in view, workplans and papers were
which was held after the
teit brepk. These included plans for investigations and surveys
“for deiermining the population status trends and breeding

+ biologv dl reptiles, birds and mammals.

The workplans were open for discussion and scrutiny by the
scientists and coservationalists present there. They came up
with several proposals as to how to utilize the available sc

entifie informations, to increase public awareness and to use

" the limited technology available in our country in order to

meet our goal of coserving wildlife.

The issue of breeding and coservation of crocodiles was given
priority. although turtles.cranes, elephants and Bull frogs
were also included in the discussion. The subject of shrimps
also came up several times in the meeting.

SAS, Smmirtornisefreigh

t rates:
Scandumvian Airlines System(SAS) said it will increase
freight rates to and from Scandinavia by 10 percent in 1995.
SAS spokeswoman Lena Hoglund said the airline was losing
airfrieght market share because it did not have enough

capacity. SAS planned to expand freight cooperation with
Singapore Airline. -Monitor
F anmni of Biman observed:

The 23rd founding anniversary of Biman was obvserved on
January 4. Biman, the national carrier of Bangladesh, had
begun on January 4.1972 soon after the independence of
Bangladesh A Milad Mahfil was held in Biman Bhaban.-Monitor

Indian Airlines to raise fares: iin

Airlines plans to increase their fares to offset losses it
suffered last year when the country was quarantined because
of an outbreak of plague.lt plans to raise its fares by upto 20
percent from mid-January. The move aims to offset losses
suffered between mid-September and November, when the
airline was banned from flying 10 overseas routes because of
outbreak of pneumonic plague in western India. -Monitor

BA starts International fare sale squs:

Airways recently started an offseason air fare sale on (lights
from the United States to Lonndon and beyond. The fares,
which discount New York-London round trips 12 percent te
298 dollars are subject to government approvals Tickets must
be bought by Januaryl5 and March24. Other restrictions
include seven-day advance purchases and a Saturday night
stay. Trips to the Middle Easi. Far East or Africa require a
seveén-day stay. -Monitor

Illlr a ints new GM: Dragonair
has pointed lan iu as the new general manager
mlrktunl and sales '!I-hlu will replace Robert Yih who after
four years with Dragonair will retuun o Cathay Pacific from
where he was originally seconded Shiu. also lormally with
Dragonair's sister airline Cathay Pacific brings sixteen years
experience (o the airtine Monitor



