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Actress-singer Barbra Streisand waves to the audience
before speaking at Harvard University's John F Kennedy
School of Government on Friday. Streisand discussed her
personal politics and the political role of the artist
community.

Ghali to.visit MoSCOW: secretary General

Boutros Boutros-Ghali has accepted an invitation fmm Russian
President Boris Yeltsin 1o attend ceremonies in Moscow May
9 commemeorating the 50th anniversary of the end of World
War two in Europe, a UN spokesman said on F'rl.dajr Reuter
reporls rom the UN.

Bus mishap claims 22 in Ne

Al least 22 people -were killed and 16 injured when a
passenger bus rolled down a highway in western Nepal, a
news afency reported Saturday. AP says from I{{lthman{!u

Most ol the victims were killed on the spot when the bus
fell about 100 metres (330 feetl down the road at Jhumsa
village, 180 kilometres (112 miles) west of Katmandu on
Friday. the Nepalese National News Agency reported.

- ;

Emergency in Baku extended:
Emergengy rule in Baku, the Azerbaijani capijtal. and
Gyandzha. in Lhe east of the country, has been extended by
two months under a decree issued hv President Geidar Aliyev
and approved by parliament, the news agency Interfax
reported Friday, AFP says Irom Moscow.

But the parliament speaker. Rasul Guliyev, warned after
approvilg Lhe measure Thursday that the legislatare would
nol extend special rule again,

UN seeks aid for Liberia: s .

million Liberians are in :‘le*-,ptrdLe need of food. water and
shelter and the United Nations appealed Friday for 65 million
dirs lor reliel operations in the West African. country, AP
reports from United Nations.

Five years ol civil war have disrupted farming throughout
Liberia and a recent upsurge in fighting "has been disastrous
lor. the country’s civilian population.” the UN appeal Says.

Gambia to restore civilian rule:

Cuaibia's military junta which seized power in a coup last July
~uul Friday it would restore civilian rule in July next year. AFP
repwort < from Banjul.

wutenam Yayah Jammeh. who headed the Junta. said in a
| diwidde broadceast that the ruling Provisional Armed
For oo~ ¢ sunwetl suud government’ had accepted a duration of
two wear= as proposed by a Consultative Committee. formed
by gu jru st anonith

Gunmen shoot at Mexican Senator:

Assailain= finvd ~cvoemal shots al g leflist senator while he was
driving with his wile but neither was hurt. an aide to the
legislator said Friday. AP reports from Mexioo City .

His secretary Luis Sanchez said two' attackers opened [ire
around 10:30 pm Thurscdav on Sen Heberto’Castillo of the op-

position Democratic Revolunwonary Party and his wife Maria
Teresa. near a shopping mall

US admin won't cut aid to Africa:

The Clinton administration rejecied congressional calls for
sharp cuts in US aid to Africa on Friday., arguing that
American help can convert that conlineni into a magnet for
US exports. AP reports from Washingion
Agency for International Development
Atwood said the 800 milbow lirs
neither woell e claringy
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New ?olice academy in Haiti:

President vertrand Adslide inaugurated [Haiti ~ Dew
police ﬂfdm"ﬂ]\f Frlde\. urgig its cadets o re LA R (TR T

i 14

rights rather than abuse them. AP reports fron: Port A
Prince '
“This is the hope of our democracy,” Aristide 1old 375
lice trainees standing .1 alienion on the parade grouiwl- ol
the former Haittan .11 ~ 1raining camp. where Lhe ' ilemy

fs located

Libyan oil tanker blast claims 9:

Nine people were killed und eight injured in a gas expilosiui
which virtually destroyed a Libyan oil tanker moored for
repairs in the port ol the Maltese capital Interier Minister
houid Galea said vesterday. AFP reports from Valletia

The explosion on board the tanker Qum El Faroud. which
occurred overnight Friday. was apparently caused by an
accumulation of gas in the vessel's hold

It triggered a fire which firefighters rapidly brought under
control

Diana won't visit Kobe: rrocess bians

who was widelv tipped to visit Kobe during her trip to Japan
next week. will not after all po to the earthquake shattered
city. aides said Friday night. AP reports from London

‘We have been advised by the British Embassy in Tokyo
that it would be more appropriate for her to express her
obwvious concern for the victims by doing something in
Tokyo." said a statemeni by her office at St James's Place in
London

Buddhist monk meets Suu Kyi:

The Buddhist monk who initiated talks last year between
Myanmars junta and opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi said
Friday he met with the Nobel Peace Prize winner this week.
AP reports from Yangon

Rewata Dhama told a news conference before leaving
Yangon thal he spoke mostly of religion during the rare. two-
howr meeting on Monday with Mrs. Suu Kyi. He said the
vppusition leader was in good health and reiterated her stand
to cord ihue her work fer democracy

- poverty.

— AFP photo

Nepal to strengthen
democracy

KRATHMANIM! Feb 4: Nepabi
Pritne Minister Man Mohan
Adhikarl said that his govern-
mert will consolidate multi-
party democracy to build a
prosperous and dignified

Nepal. reports Xinhua
Addressing a Runction or

~ ganised by the Nepal interna-

lional centre on Friday, the
Prime Minister said that the
Communist Party of Nepal
(UML) wpuld emphasise the
supremacy of the constitution,
rule of law and protection and
promotion of human rights.

"In short, the political aim
of our party is (o create a com-
petitive. dynamic socialist so-
clety which will bear higher
moral values and norms.” said
the prime minister.

' He pointed out that the ba-
sic problems in Nepal are
rapid population
growth and environmental
degradation which liguidate
the modest development po-

tential and prospects of the |

COUNry.

Mvanwhile the N“:pﬂl

Congdress (NC). the largest op-

position in Nepal, has formed a
shadow government to evaluale
and analyse the activities of all
ministries of the newly elected

government led by the
Communist Party of Nepal
(UML).

Vietnam rejects
US criticism on
human rights

HANOI, Feb 4; Communist
Vietnam today rejected US
criticism on human rights and
told Washington to mind its
own business, reports Reuter,

" We think that no state has
the right to judgeé and impose
its own opinion on the human
situation in other eountries,” a

 Foreign Ministry spokesman

sald in a one-sentence re-
sponse to- the US State

- Department’s annual report on

t.hEisaue
The ministry did not com-
ment on remarks aboul

Vietnam in the report which

reporiers  judged relatively
mikd.

“Arafat supports
Israeli demand

for crackdown

on Islamic Jihad

JERUSALEM Feb 4:
Palestinian leader Yasser Aralai
is bhacking Israel's demand that
Damascus crack down on anti-
Israeli guerillas in Syria, Prime
Mimndister Yitzhak Rabin said
Friday. reports AFP. - _

Interviewed on Israeli tele-
vision. Rabin said that at
Thursday s Middle East sum-
mit in Cairo, Aralal, supporied
Isracli demands for a crack-
dowi on Fathi Chakaki leader
of the Islamic Jihad group.
which has clalimed responsi-
bility for several attacks i

israel

House of Lords hit
by allegations

LONDON, Feb 4: Britain's
upper house of parliament. jhe
House of Lords. was hit by alle-
gations on Friday that mem-
bers took money from lobbyists
in return for asking questions
on their behall during lawrhak
ing sessions. reports Reuter

Opposition Liberal Demo-
cral Lord Lester, a top human
rights lawyer, made the claim
in a secret submission to a
Lords committee investigating
the financial dffairs of peers.

In the document. published
by London's Evening Standard
newspaper. Lord Lester said

ohe ol my commercial
clients at the bar has informed
e that he has paid substantial
sums and given direct financial
benefits to pome four peers, as
well as several members of the
house of commons. to Lake
other action on behalf of him
and his company

"None ol them
Lius inbercs' b

declared
b LS

COLOMBO, Feb 4: President
Chaiuirika Kumaratunga today
marked Sri lLanka's 47th
Independence Day by vowing
to reunite her ethnically di-
vided nation and end the Sepa-
ratist war within a vyear, re
ports AFP. '

Kumaratunga. 49. said she
was "cautiously optimistic”

"aboul restoring ethmic peace
and establishing peace by the
time the country celebrates its
48th anniversary of indepen-
dence from Britain next year.

"Our commitment to peace
and a negotiated political solu-
tion of the ethnic question and
the northeastern war shall re-
main unshakeable in the face
of all obstacles. o

“We have advanced far on
the path of peace in a short
period of five months.”
Kumaratunga said in her first
Independence Day message to
the national since coming to

Parliammentary elections.’

At the official ceremony
marking the anniversary.
Kumaratunga said it was im-
perative to end the ethhic
blood letting in order to re-
duce rampant unemployment
and impr:we the living condi-

International

' Chandrika vows to end
ethnic war within a yr

power following the August

tions for the 17 million Sri
Lankans.

Kumaratupga has initiated a
dialogue with the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelamm which is waging a
guerilla war to establish an in-
dependent Tamil homeland in
the island's northern and
castern regions. *

O IhHi 47th ennwer*mr‘-'

(*handrika Kumaratunga

of independence:. we 5ri
Liinkans have some cause for
-sdtisfaction and for cautious
optimism... when we celebrate
our next anniversary of inde-

: pen-:lenee we may truly feel

that our nptlmjam he.u been
well-founded.”

She said the country had
reached an important mile-
stone on the road to peace
with the establishment of a
“cessation of hostilities” pact
between government security
forces and the Tamil Tigers.

The truce which went into
effect on January 8 has been
holding despite political set-
backs to Kumaratunga's peace
initiative.

We have just emerged
from a period in our affairs,
when all those values and at-
tributes which characterised

modern Sri Lanka at is incep-

tion as a full-fledged member

ol the contemporary world |

eummﬁnit}' had been want
only discarded.
A united nation slood

threatened with separation:
multi-ethnic, multi-religious
harmony has almést com-
pletely (been] overtaken by ra-
ciaism and sectarianism:; hy-

had been forsaken, to be re-
plaeed by bigotry "and vio-
lence.” Kymaratunga added.

- manitarianism and tolerance

. NEW DELHIL. Feb 4: India
may ‘soon allow the Inter-
national Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) access to de-
tainees in the prisons of the
northern state of Kashmir,
rent by a Muslim secessionist
drive. the Hindu Dalily said to-
day. reports AFP.
" The agreement was being
"fine-tuned and would be.
signed shortly.” the newspa-
per said. enabling investiga-
tions into alleged human rights
violations and poor lving con-
ditions in jalls and detention
cenires, the daily said.

David Delaprazn chiefl ol the
ICRC mission in India told AFP
that the n-:-e-:matiene were at a

':erluuﬁ stage.”
"1 am expeetmr.{ a concrete
Hgreement soon.

Delapraz said the interna-
tional humanitarian organisa-
tion had insisted on having re-
peated access Lo all detainees.
interviewing them in private
and collecting all data pertain
"in got the individual.

“Our methods ol operation
arc the saine the world over,”
e said. "We cannot change
these conditions.”

Delapraz said “repeated
visits would help reduce al-
leged disappearances,”
added that the ICRC was keen
on providing “humanitarign
and medical assistance as and

. submitted a list of

and -

India may allow ICRC to probe
- HR abuses in Kashmir jails

when the need arose.”

Muslim rebel and political

groups charge Indian security
forces with rampant rights
abuse in their bid to guell the
militant drive including third-
degree torture in prisons and
indefinite detention for sus-
pected militant links.

A fact-finding ICRC mission
visited Kashmir in March and
proposals
including unqualified access to
prisoners and detainees.

New Delhi has embarked on

a policy of “transparency,” al- -

lowing foreign missions and
diplomats to visit Kashmir for
a first-hand leaders to travel
abroad.

'ehy . Polish
mone Minister Waldeniar
fawlak's own coalition alies
ancrilv attacked, himy late on
Fridav, even as he struggled to
fend off repeated blows from
an Implacably hostile President
Lech Walesa reporis Reuter

Walesa is so determined to
gel rid ol Pawlak that he began
moves this week to dissolve
b parliament on controversial le
cal ¢rounds. arousing lears ol a
constutional erisis.

Wilesa says this is the onlv
wav he can unseat the ruling
1t -1 coalition made up of the
CAConmunist Denoeratic et

WoARSAW

Polish govt in deep crisis

Al e (1SRIY and Pawlik s
snialler Polish Peasam Pary
f1'sL). '

o+

Walesa accuses Pawlak of
stalling market reforms. hearcl-
ing a cabinetl in which nunis:
ters stand accused ol corrup-
tiem) o nther abuses, and try-
e w strip the presideucy o
SOIE [HIWETS,

it what thev termed o
=lOTHy T meeling Fridav.
SLD ¢ hiels also questioned
P uwlak s leadership of the
voalition and suggested that
both parties vote on whether it
shieantlel covpiiinim

LRTN

Gunman kllls 13
in Colombia

BOGOTA, Feb’ i Gum‘llu.nun
a imurder spreée killed I'3 peo-
ple. including nine during a

iemorial service, authorities

said Friday, reports AP.

The slayings .occurred
Thursday evening in Riosucio,
1000 miles (160 kilometres)
west of Bogota, said Jorge
Castro, the local police chief.

After the meémorial service
killings. the attackers escaped
with three hostages. Their
nwinerated bodies were lound
liter near their car.
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husband devided three years |

1 hugee

a rich Kuwairti housewife,
Royul Biengal Tiger in her home in Kuwait City on Wednesday. Ann Mohamed and hor
o 1o add two tigers to the five members of their family who live
viHa i the richest di-1rict of Kuwait.

o

J.'tr-

hrushing the

leeth of Michael,

a three-vegr-old

— AFP photo
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Convicted 1RA terrorist Pamela Kane raising Friday her fist
- in a defiant salute as she was released from Limerick Prison.
Ireland freed five [RA prisoners, including Kane who was
the only IRA woman in an Irish jail.

— AFP photo

Oft the Record

Daughter’s scandal upsets

[ ]
Aquino
MANILA. Feb 4: In her first public reaction
over. her daughter, former President

to a scandal
Corazon Aquino urged

critics Saturday to stop condemning her daughter for becom-
ing pregnant and running off with a me.t‘r&'d man nearly twice

her age.-

“I am here today to ask for your prayers and also to ask

those who have condemned (my daughter)

Kirs to stop it,”

Corazon Aquino told a national convention of single parents.
“It has pained me so- much when | read ahoutl people con-

demning my daughter.”

Corazon Aquino, a devout Catholic. said she had originally
refused to talk about her daughter's relationship and preg-
naricy but was forced to in order to correct public pereeption.

“ I have not heard of a mother talking about this particular
kind ol problem publicly, but his is the price of fame or in-

faivy.” she added.
gives me so much

"l just upsets me so much, and it really
pain, but now I think

| can talk about it.”

she said did not force her voungest daughter to leave their
lamily home after learning a.buut her\pregnancy.

Teenager will be tried as adult

WALLA WALLA, Wash: A teenager accused of tying up his
sisier and ber best Iriend and sulocating. themn with plastic
bags will be tried as an adult, reports AP.

Judge Phil Raekes,

who oversaw the Super‘lur Court

\ hearing. said Wednesday that 15-vear-old Daniel Betournay's
low intellect should not keep him in juvenile court,
‘As a parent of five children this is a most unpleasant task

assigned 10 me,” Raekes said. -

[

Betorio oriefl as he was being led out of the courtroom.,

The ‘een-ager is charged with two counts of first-degree
murder in the Dec 14 deaths of his sister April and_ her friend
Beth Garbe, both 14. Betournay told police he tied up the
girls with a strong adhee.ive tape and suffm*ﬂted them by

putting plastic bags over their heads. ’

If convicted as a juvenile. Betournay would have t"aeed up to
n‘ne yrors in a detention facility.
faces up to 52 years in prison. No trail date was set.

| Sharif accuses govt of

If convicted as an adult, he

horse-trading in politics

ISLAMABAD. Foh 4. Pakis-
tan's opposition lcader Nawaz
Sharil hhs accused the go-
vernment of harassing his as-
sociates in a bid to force them
lo change Lheir loyalties, news
reporis said today, reports
AFP.

" "Fake charge have been reg-
istered.” against them. the re-
ports quoted Sharil., a former
prime mirister, as sayving in
his hometown Lahore en Fri-
day. four days after an impor-
rtant opposition - M¥P revolied
dgainst him.

Nawaz Khokar, who had
been secretary of the parlia
mentary g¢roup of the Sharil
led Pakistan Muslim League
[PML). broke away Wednesday:.
rondemning what he called
| he opposition leaders "com
tronntational politics

Fermmng  the action hy
Khokar., who plans to form a
splinter group M the PML as
vunetlncal and undemocs .1|.c

i

Sharil said the government
vas encouraging "horse-trad-
ing in politics,

"Such factics will not help
the government.” he said,
adding that "we are not afraid
of its vindictive poligies.”

The goversunent has denied
opposition allegations of politi-
cal victimisation. while vowing
to make those it claims have
plundered the national wealth

account lor their actions in
court. %

Bitter cenfrontatign has
prevailed hetween the pgov-

ernment and the opposition
since Bhutto caime to power in
October 1993 after snap elec-
tions that followed Sharif's
resignation amid a political
crisis.

Las! year. the opposition
lcader waged a series of
protest marches in an abortive
campaign designed to unseat -
Bhutto and force new polls.

Akashi fears wider conflict in Bosnia

?‘l[i“lli Fiehy 4 PPN ll|p
mfliulll-l HHLIAaLIvVes d“t] P{;h“t ‘ﬂ_l
negotialions are needed (o
shore up the Iragile ceasefire
i Bosnia. which is al risk in
the northwes! pockel of Bihac
special UN envoy Yasushi Aka
shi said Fridav reports AFP

Armed lorces are continu
ing their preparations for
wider conflict = Akashi warned
i a stawement published here

Despite the achievements ol
the las' month. the ceasefire
remains fragilke

As resull ol a lour-month
comprenensive agreement on
a cessation of hostilities
througheut Bosnia the situa

thorit oni the ground has sta
bilised except in Bihac. where
separatist Croatian Serbs have
joined the fighting between
Muslhims rebel Mushms and
HBosruan Serts

Creatian Serbs were not
party o the January | cease
fire accord between Lhe Bosg
nian govertuneni Bosrian Ser
bs and Bosmian Croat forces

Serb and Bosnlan govern-
ment gunners have heen trad

ing shelllire in intense artillery
duels lor 1ld past iwo davs 1R
il Ddostiial Sorh -l elevision
reportcd Mursday

- All mmivalved mivist  iow
Tihea voncerted ellorn L
solie the conlhict 11 Biha

Akashi said alter Bosnian
Presidemi Alija [zetbegovic

warned thiat prolonged fighting
in Bihac could threaten the
ceasefire in ather Bosnian re
@ons ;

Reuter from Sarajevo adds
Bosnian rivals say they are op-
timistic of making a quick
breakthrough in negotiations
o allow resumption of oivilian
traffic along supply routes into
the besieged Beosnian capital of
Sarajevo

Bosnian negotiator Hasan
Muratovic issued a brief state
ment on Friday night saying he
expected further progress in
negotiations to open up the
airport roads to ecivilan traffic
He did not elaborate

The Serbs have reopened
supply routes across the air
port for the United Nations,
the International Red Cross

and their affillated humaniiar
1an organisation but nol
civilian or commercial traffic
as demanded bv the Bosnian
JOovermnment

The reopening of routes lor

Ly

civihan tratlic would help re
sorc as emblence of normaley
in e city which recently
marked s | UOnL day ol
siege. while connnercial traffic

would help boost {ood supplies

LUN officials had said the
Bosnian Serbs were linking 1 e
talks about the routes to other
issues. including the release o
exchange of prisoners of war

Bosnign Serb parliament
speaker Momcilo Krajisnik
lold Reuters in an earlier in
terview Lhat the United
Nations has come up with a
new proposal on civilian traifk
and that the Serbs were ready
0 accept it

"Today we were asked by
(UN chief of Civil Affairs
Enrique) Aguilar whether we
agree that civilian traffic be
opened. | asked that his pro
posal be sent to me and we
will give our consent

UN spokesman Lieutenant
Gary Coward said United
Nations officials were encour
aged at the attitude of the
Bosnlan govermnunent negotiator
on the state of talks on airport
roads

It was possible the two
sides would agree soon Lo
opening the roads to more

humanitarian aid organisations
and to civilian tratic, he said

A landmark agreement
signed by the rivals on New
Year's eve, stopping lighting in
Bosnian except lox the north
west Bihac enclave, has helped
reduce tensions in the city

The agreement’ was meant
to pave the way for political
negotiations (o end the 34
month -old war in Bosnia after
rivals withdrew their lorces
from confrontation lines

A joint central ceasefire
commission will meet on
Sunday but the United Nations
said there were few signs the
combatants were ready to
agree to separate their forces

DPRK threatens to pull
out of N-deal with US

SEOUL. Feby 42 Nornth Korea
thieatened Saturday to pull o
ol its nuclear deal wihth
Washington il the United
States holds its annual spring,

military exercise with South
Korea, reporis AF
North Korea calls the

"Team Spirit’ exercises a re
hearsal for an invasion and in
the past has protested by can
celling talks on improving re
lations.
a In past years, about
100000 US and South Korean
troops have participated

“The implementation of the
agreed (nuclear) framework
would be unthinkable it a bel-
ligerent party staged a massive
military rehearsal against the
other side ” the North's official
Korea Central News AgenQy
said. quoting f{rom the
Communis! party newspaper
Rodong Sinmun

The exercises would also
"spoil the atmosphere of de
tente on the Korean peninsula

and lead the situation back to
the extrermne pitch of strain,”
RCNA said

The US-North Korea
agreement in October halted
North Korea's nuclear pro-
gramme. suspected of being
used Lo make atomic weapons.
In turn, the United States
promised to help the North
build safer nuclear reactors
and establish diplomatic rela-
Hons.

But subsequent talks on
working out the details of the
nuclear deal have reportedly
bogged down, with North
Korea refusing (o accept a
South Korean replacement re-
ACLOr

South Korea has said it
would pay the bulk of the dirs
4 billionr priee tagr for the pew
reactors. but only it they are
south Korean models.

North Korea has alse been

relusing w reovpen inter
Korean talks, also required
under the October nu e

agrecment




