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Follow up on Euromoney

It is not often that we do a good job in attract-
foreign investors to take a serious look at
Bangladesh. But we did so in the just-held Eu-
romioney-BOI conference in Dhaka. Not that,
the organisers did a splendid job of b to-
gether more than 700 local investors. also. To-
r. the conference brought in nearly thou-
sand registered participants. With the inaugural
session, in spite of an unfortunate hartal call,
bringing together more than 1600 business lead-
ers from Bangladesh and abroad. All this makes
for an excellent start. But let us not forget that it
is only a start. And as starts go, unless there'is
effective andl immediate follow up, much of its
will be lost.
m??became obvious in the conference that the
- area where the potential is the highest for foreign
investment is the energy sector. It is in that sec-
tor that we have the chance of moving fast, and
‘attracting large investments. However, unfortu-
nately, it appears that we are no§ m fast
eno in t sector. An air of disappointment
pervaded throughout the conference at the fact.
that even after so many months we still do not
have an energy policy. s, despite the repeated
assurances by the government, including the
minister himself, that it would be coming out
isoon. Interested parties in the energy sector re-
" turned from the conference sa that there was
no new in what was said, which had not al-
ready been said before. Criticlsm was also made
about the general preparedness on the govern-
ment side.. Participants felt there were more of
- lectures of pious wishes, and little of brass-tacks
“from the host country. Criticism was also made
that the whole attention of the government was
‘focused on the foreign investors, and that not suf-
ficient efforts were being made to address the lo-
cal entrepreneurs, who after all, will form the
backbone of economic resurgence of Bangladesh,
- as and when it comes.

We raise these issues because we feel there is a
lot to learn from them. Now that the conference
is over, we should learn from these criticisms
and take immediate actions to make up for what-
ever was missed out during the conference. We
echo the above criticisfis, We do-think that too
much -time has been wasted in finalising our.en-
ergy policy, which we should have immediately.
There is hardly any scope to overemp]
need, as'the trend set by this sector will have a
- singular effect on the whole gamut of fureign in-
vestment in our country. -

Our special committee on the CHT affairs may
have come back empty-handed from the Imdian
state of Tripura but not without the satisfaction of

having done its job well enougli. It made.a serious

on-the-spot bid with the Indian authorities and
the tribal refugee leadership to revive the process

" ofr tion, which und to a halt last Ju_ly..
In the first place, there should not have been

Eﬂ*interruptinn in the repatriation process as this
had started, and*was advancing, in pursuance of
an omnibus
sldes which duly covers all as
- return of the refu%e&s. Notably, in the latest ini-
tigtive, the special committee remained politica-
lly as representative as before, with Rashed Khan
- Menon and Kalparanjan Chakma on it. d{:‘-aplt{‘
the well-known parliamcentary gridlock.. Secondly,
~ the Indian government, as the host to the refi-
gees, stands committed to their quick repatria-
tion to Bangladesh in terms of ({1& Indo- ng%
ladesh Joint Communique issued on May 9, 1
- The US state department's country report on
ledesh inter alia stated that there was no
‘major incident' of terrorism or violence in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts during: the whole of 1994.
In fact,
general amnes

'ts relevant to the

! until 31st of March shed a posi-
tive t on the situation in the CHT. Simulta-
neously, one should not miss the message contai-
_ned in recent reports that speak of a drastic re-
duction of 'military presence' in the area. Need-
less to say, all these combine to emphasise an at-
mosphere in the CHT that ought to allay any poli-
‘tical misgivings on the part of the tribal refugees.
Against this background, thé@ basically inte-
grated issues of return and re-settlement of the
refugees can be treated as a purely humanitarian
‘concern, hardly a matter. for haggling on periph-
eral details or confusing these with politics. We
say, respect the agree.ment nther things will fol-
-low automatically. -
Our hope is, the wnrds of encoul ment the
lesh delegation members have left behind
at the four refugee camps in Sabrum their ener-
Fetic pursuit of the matter with the tribal refu EE
eadership., and finally, their having urged t
Indian government to resume- the repatriatinn
will not go in vain.

- _Middle East Peace

The Arab-Israeli summit, hosted by President
Hosni Mubarak in Cairo, on Thursday, wds neither
comprehensively Arab, with Syria geing unin-
vited, nor was it solidly Israeli as Rahin headed a
*beleaguer&d minority nvernment -Yet conditions
in that region being far from perfect, any effort
to bring. adversarial forces together would merit
applause, regardless of the degree of cohesion or
unity of purpose achieved.

From this standpoint, the assemblagt of Yasser
Arafat, Yitzhak Rabin, Hosni Mubarak and
. Hossein goes down well with the world. In a

- sense, it may even rank as something of a histori-
cal lan in that the Middle East peace talks
were thrown out of gear by suicide bombings of
the extremists. That, according to the joint

communique, issued at the end of the summit,

Arafat and Rabin are to resume the moribund
process of negotiations is itself- big news no

doubt. Both-the leaders have returned to their re-

spective constituencies hopefully a bit stronger.
As far as the peace-loving sectiuns among the
,Palestinians and the Israelis go, the
‘renewed talks between the P and Israel, would
be greeted with some sense of relief.
Nevertheless, so long as an agreement is not
reached ending Israel's closure of the occupied
West Bank and self-ruled Gaza Strip or the
Jewish settlements, the extremist
the Palestinians will enjoy an up ﬂn

A mere denunciation of violefice and terror in
the Middle East can not help unless a tangible
measure of success is on the ground towards a
corthprehensive peace — first within the me-
ter of each set of bilateral relations and then be-

yond in the overall regional context. Syria has to

enter the peace process.

hasise this.

ﬁreemcnt signed betw»:en the two

e extension of ceasefire and that of

prospect for
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\ Bosma-Herzegovma. thk Spot in the Heart of Europe

lime:s did net

TV. Thanks to satellite
these pictures have an element,
of immediacy and proximity

sAsign

RE than three years
ago, the Republic of
Yugoslavia splintered
and the noise was so loud that
it could be heard from the
far thest corner of the globe.
Thes event was taking place In
the heart of Ewrope and not a
forijotten corner ol anothey
¢on tinent.

This major Evfnt of our
take place

over night bgat was in the works
in tine twilight of the rule of
Josil’ Broz Tito, who by the

force. of his personalilty and
united six republics and two
autonomous regions and
welded them into the Republic
of Yuigoslawia. This Republic
came and went with him. What
we are witnessing since is the
fight ior the spoils and it is a
very uneven fighi.

No single event of our times
has s dominated the world
attention. For three solid years
Bosnia is front page news and a
must {11 the electronic media.
indeed the images from Bosnia
are so gruesome that many
ordinarnys citizens have simply
turned their faces away from
the news programmes on the
TV

that it gr ps our minds.

ndizi's  ruling Congress
part y. riven by. internec-

|

ine quarrels and elec-
toral selbacks in recent
provincial elections, Is once

again looking for help to Sonia
Gandhi, the ltalian-born widow
of former p)rime minister Rajiv
Gandhi.

A vocife rous group of about

50 MPs want Sonia lo take '
charge ol t/he party presidency, -

saying she is the only one ca-
pable of providing “credible”
leadership for the Congress
party.

And despite her ostensible
reclusivene:ss, the widow from
Turin, Italy: is responding. She
openly siderd with Arjun Singh.
the ' Cabinel Minister who re-
signed on :!'4 Oecember, criti-
cising F'rime "Minister
Narasimha Rao's economic re-
forms and f.he party's alleged

involvement in corruption
scahdals.
Singh is among the MPs

calling for her to become more
active in thee party and Sonia
recently appointed him a
trustee of ithe Rajiv f‘andhi
Foundation.

Sonia holds no public office
and does not openly involve
herself in politics. But - since
her husband's assassination by
a suicide bosnber in 1991 she
is often consulted by Rao and
his aides aboul government
policies, and wields consider-
able cloutin the party.

And thougth Sonia is keep-
ing India guessing about her

political intentions. few doubt
her ahility 10 alter the course
of hudian polities as custiliaw
ANGROK'S - residents
B spend the equivalent ol
35 days in a year

trapped in snailpaced traffic.
In Singapore, meotorists pay
stiff fees Tor the right (o own a
car bécause of the island's lim-
ited space. The Hong Kong
government is studying a pro-
posal to, use car ownership
quotas to ease traffic jams.

To many. these traffic woes
are a price wealthy Asians
musl pay for their economic
success. That success has seen

| car demand surge by -more

than 300  percent«in some
couniries in
years, even.as Japanese and US
auilpmakers square off in the
buoming market.

But experts see this as a
syinptom of a disease called
‘automobile dependency’ that

excessively equates motorisa-

tion with economic progress.
This culture of cars has left
gridlocked, exhaust-chocked
cities gasping for air and in-
creasingly hostile to native

‘non-motorised forms of trans-

port that are used by poorer

segments of the population

ang provide jobs for them.
"We're caught in a region-

wide urban traffic jam, in a-

mindset that motor vehicles
equals medernisation equals
development,”  says Brian
Williams, programme director
of the US-based Institute for

Transportation and Develop- ;

meny{ Policy (ITDP).
Williams. who is in Manila

to advise on streamlining the

recent -
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news and a must in the electroniec media. WIMMMMMHMMW

If Bosnian crisis is a g,lnba]
one in scope. for the Islamic
world, it has a very speciaj
meaning. On 28 June 1389 on
the Field of the Blackbirds in
Kosovo., Ottoman Turks de-
feated the Serbs. The Ottoman
Empire, whicl! was sweeping
through the southern part of
Europe and North Africa.
lasted in Yugoslavia till 1878
Visitors to Yugoslavia could not
have failed to notice the rich
folklore of Ottoman 'a ties’
woven by the Serbs, who had a
majority. What held the entire
Yugoslavia together was the
memory of war against Hitler's
hordes,

ties. mainly Serbs.

This was ‘ethnic cleansing
Nagi style. The Serbs have
carried out their ‘ethnic
cleansing on the hapless Mus-
lims of Bosnia for the last
three years. The figures of the
Bosnian drama are horrendous
— more than 200.000 dead.
most of them civilians includ-
ing those in the detention
camps. There has been mass

who killed 350,000
'Yugoslavs of various nationali-

than 2 m!.[lion
homeless. THe

rapes more
people’ are
number
driven from their homes are

-larger than any other event

since the Second World War
The international commue
nity and particularly the UN
have been wrestling with this
problem since the outbreak of
the crisis. There is worldwide
consensus that the Bosnian
crisis originates from one sim-
ple fact — Serbs insatiable ap-
petite for territorial aggran-
dizement at the expense of
Muslims of Bosnia Since the
$erbs outnumber and outgun
the Croats and the Muslims,
they have managed to conduer
nearly 70 per cent of Bosnia.
By pounding on Sarajevo day in
and day out, they have turned

Lhis beautiful capital of Bosnia,

which 'once staged Winter
Olympics, into a ghost town.
There have been more Secu-
rity Council Resolutions on
Bosnia than any other single
topic. The UN troops are on
the ground and the latest the-
atre is Bihac manned by troops

of killed or those

from Banglldﬂh. UNPROFOR.
which has become a househoild
name, has the unenviable task
of performing a holding opera-
tion. This force will shoot if
only shot al. The Serbs have
had a field day mauling the
poorly equipped Muslims,

since UN troops are not al-
lowed Lo intervene. Ewen the
movement of convoys carrying
essential supplies of foeod and
medicine for the beleaguered

Bosnian Muslims, has been

hekd up because of Serbian in-
transigence.

Faced with this situation,
European Unjon (EU) has pre-
senited a sorry spectacle of to-
tal paralysis. There have been
medlaters galore. Vance.
Owen, Stoltenberg are house-
hold names. An attempt to
piece together all the efforts to
make disgorge Serbia. even
partially her 1l gotien gains.

would make one dizzy. One
hears dff and on Nuremberg
style War Crimes Trials but
hardly a follow up. It is as if the
international- community is

mﬁc:rml from collective paral-
)‘-

The hope that was pinned*

upon the US seems to have. all
bt evaporatéd. US. the sole
Superpower, was committed
to finding a solution. She was
in a position to operate
through the UN. as she had
done in the case of Iragi ag-
gression against Kuwait. In-
deed President Bill Clintoh
announced his determination
to use air power to thwart Ser-
bian aggression. On a few oc-
casions bombing raids have
been carried out to deter
Serbs from going too far. Yet

. the present situation is that

the US has preferred to re-
treat from her earlier resolve.

Boanian crisis has been a
traumatic experience for the
Islamic world. Here in the
heart of Europe a tiny galldnt
nation of Muslims has stood up
to Christian Orthodox aggres-
sion. Indeed in Europe this 4s
the only state with a Muslim
majority population. Europe

takes pride in its human rights

The 'Sonia Factor' Continues to Rumble

RﬂhulBediwﬁteuﬁmNewDeIhi

Indian Prime minister Nmus:mha Rao is having a hard time, with a poor showing in state
elections, the resignation of his No. 2, and the dismissal of three ministers after corruption
probes. '‘As well as dealing with several open rivals, he is also keeping an eye open for any
moies by the widow of his assassinated predecessor.

of the pobiin al lecaey o the
Nehru-Gandhi dynasty whigh
ruled India for 40 years. ©
"Operating from behind the
scenes Mrs Gandhi can change

" the course of Indian politics”

savs a Congress party MP.
‘Before Rajiv. his mother,

indira, and his "grandfather. .
Jawaharlal Nehru, were’ prime
ministérs.

Sonia is mubbﬁi caily by

IndiasSu'HaGaum m.mSmgh Waltlmhu'nw?

hordes -0l Congress pr::u't;q.r
workers eager to solicit her
help in getting a Licket to con-
test the forthecoming elections
in-live states. All the hﬂp-et'uls
are keen to meet "Madam.®
convinced she is the fountain-
head of Congress power.

Howevér, close friends.
mostly- school and airline
chums of her late pilot-turned-

politician husband, maintain
she will shun politics because
it led to the assassination of
her husband and, seven years
earlier, his mother Indira.
They say Sonia is content
with her involvemeént in social
work executed through the
well-off Rajiv Gardhi
Foundatfon. which she heads.

But despite her ostensible
political disinterest, the "Sonia
factor” invariably surfaces in
palitics whenever the ruling
party faces a crisis.

It began immediately after
Rajiv's death when loyalists
appointed her party president
and again, a few months later
when Rao's newly-elected gov-
crnimént allocated one bilion
rupees to her Foundation.

Both offers, however, were
politely declined — after a suit-
.able interval during which she

gauged public criticism. Ever

since, however, she has gon-

tinued to command attention

in influential political and pub-
lic cirtles.

Most visiting heads of state
make time to call on Sonia in
her well-fortified bungalbw in
Dethi's *pﬂahcst neighbobur-

hood. protected by Special
Protection Group, comrhandos.
She regularly meets ministers
and MPs and holds "durbars’
or private

Congress workers twice a

- week

Congress MPs say the Rajiv

. Garmdhi Foundation is the ideal

way for Priyanka. her pretty

24-year-old daughter, to enter
Recently graduated

politics.
from a New Delhi college and
presently teaching in a nursery
scheol, E'rlyanka reportedly
harbouars political ambitions,
unlike ., Rahul, her older
brother.

The Foundation's aim of

uplifting the po#r, promoting '

literacy and establishing a sci-
entific thinkgank can easily be

tranklated into, palitical
mileage for Priyankia - say party
insiders. 7

Besides, it works closely

with the government and the
Congress party, a factor which
will further help Sonia-fashion
a constituency for her dgugh-
ter until she comes of and,
as is widely believed by
Congress party insiders, stands

CAsia: Backpedallmg in Traﬁfzc

city = (rallic nightmare, says
Asiit's economies could choke
ot their growth if they copy
the West's unsustainable model

for heavily-motorised urban

development.

Western countries zoomeH
along this" path till they saw
Lthat even current efforts to

~ slabiltse ernission levels cannet
keep pace with the nymber of |

cars being bought and used.
Williams suggests that gov-
ernments use I[More Inass
transport systems, rail and
buses 1o move people and

+ goods in bflk. and allot re-
sources and space for non-mo- .

lorised: vehicles [NMVs)- like.
bicycles. pedicabs and rick-
shaws that are efficient for
shorter trips or in

Asian eilies. pedicabs are still
regarded as primitive and ur-

ban planners map out streets
with only cars in mind.

The average travel speed in

. ‘Bangkok has slowed to two km

an hour, but Thailand remains
Southeast Asia's fastest-grow-
vehicle market. Some
600,000 cars are added to
Bangkok's streets every year

and sales for'the year 2000 are
forecast to reach 900,000 ve-
hic¢les which is twh:e 1993
sales. =

Japan's auto makers — whn

have more than 90 percent of
the Thai.

indonesian and

traffig-
_blocked streets. But in many

-
-

Traffic jams and air pollution have often
been seen as symbols of economic growth.
But things have got so bad in Asia that cars
have become a' health hazard and are
retarding growth. Johanna Son of Inter
Press Service reports from Manila.
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Philippine markets are
making Thailand their produc-
tion base. Honda Modtor Co in
late October said it would open
a third plant there in 1996.
Toyota Motor Corp will hike
production in Thailand by 50

' percent over three years.

The Big Three car giants of
the United States — General
Motors, Ford and Chrysler —

are also' preparing to take on
Japan s supremacy in
Southeast Asia, as demand
peaks in a region expected Lo
post 7.3 percent growth this
Nearly one million cars and
trucks were sold in the six
countries of the Assogiation of
Southeast “Aslan Nations
(ASEAN) last®year. more ‘than

R

| address.

. 1993,
. rose by

twice the 1989 level.

ASEAN comprises Brunei,
Indonesia, Thailand, the
Philippines, Malaysia and
Singapore. Overall vehicle sales
in the region are expected to

-+ double by 2000. Vehicle
growth in the Philippines rose

by 329 percent from 1989 to

470 percent as per
capita income shot up by 30
percent between 1987 and
1991. -

The solution to easing tral-
fic congestion may not be as

~ simple as building more high '
ﬂmﬁ*nge .

ways which just
traffic, because
peoplé to buy cars argl travel
more. And as highways criss-
cross cities, traditional modes
of transport . are
squeezed out from places like
Phnom Penh, Dhaka and
Hanoi. In Indonesia and
Malaysia, scommunities have
protested bans on pedicabs.
The car fever has also hit

bicy glﬂ [riendly Chinﬂ. where
residents and goveruinent

cadres today fancy imported

vehicles and often equate bikes

with backwardness. China
makes 40 million bicycles a
year and they are used in 60
percent of all urban trips, but

bicycles are being
and

downtowhn E:ha
rt- backpe-

Guangzhou

"T lhmk th

audiences with

- party's defeat

In Malaysia, car sales

being.

and secular character of their
states, Yet human r s are
being daily violated before
their eyes in Bosnia. The com-
parison between the energetic
action by the US-led coalition
to gdefeal Saddam Hussein and
the passivity in the case of
Bosnian Muslims, is too obwi-
ous to be missed. That there is
oil in Kuwail and none- in
Bosnia.- brimngs  repeated
charges against the West of
double dtandard’. As far as the
‘QIC is concerned action has
béen channeled through the 5-
nation Centact Group.

, Willy-nilly the jslamic world

- has togchannel its action

the UN, where the US
has a decisive voice. On the
other hand it is Inconceivable
that the Waerld of islam will sit
by and allow the Muslims of

to watch dally an
unending horror movie, which

is played by real people.

ofor parilfament in the 1996

general elections.

Until then. however,
Congress MPs say Sonia will
continue to covertly exercise
political power and continue to
remain in the news. She al-
ready enjoys the overt support
of a powerful section of
Congressmen. inchiding cabi-
nét ministers who wanl a
member of :the Nehru-Gandhi
howsehold to continue to dum
inate Indian pelitics.

But senior- Congress people

opposed to the perpetuation of
dynastic. rule say Sonia is cur-

rently inhibited from making
any open political move be-
cause of investigations into a
$50 million kick-back scandal
involving defence Iimports
from Sweden which reportedly
invelve ber Italiarp business
friends. some of whom have
fled India.

The kick-back scandal con-
fributed to the Congress
in ‘the 1989
elections and Rajiv's’ ousting
“after he tried, rather obviously,
to siymie investigations into it.

. Sonia’'s plans may become
known over the next *few
months. Until then, there's
even money on her succumb-
ing overtly to power or revert-
ing orice again to. bping apoliti-
cal, surrounded by her chil;
dren :and weglthy *ﬂ.{.iu_:l;s; fro
italy. i, P

t‘here are,

'ﬁfurﬂ- .
takers for themﬂ

m
RAHUL BEDI is aft hldinn

Jreelance journalist.

dalling,”-Williams says, adding
that bikes may f£ause some

congestion but’ are ‘not’the

Tnain culprit. "It.js good to ask:
wha's in the way of whom?”

ITDP also says excessive
emphasis by foreign funding
institutions en building roads
and highways is be-
cause these projects entail so-
clal costs like relocation of af-
fected residents. Ten thousand
families are being displaced [6r
Manila's South Tollway project,
designed to ease traffic on the
main highway.

So far, cities going back to
tran basjcs are mostly in
developed countries. In New
York. for example. housing
authority officials use bi¢ycles

bike messengers who
weave in and out of traffic have
Become popular. Some em-
ployers provide shower facili-
ties for biking employees.

Here in Asia, it is Japan that
is taking the lead. The country,
where ].3 million bicycle trips
are made daily, is investing in
urban rail systems and has
started to subsidise bicycle
parking.

Critics point out that many

Asian cities have become (00

polluted gr unsafe for resi-

dents to use bicycles in. But
Williams says there is much

for mixing modes of

room ;
bhecause

transport

"autur'nﬂbilr-bazd systems are
dirty and not cest-eflective.”

The poirit, he adds, is that

cars are nolt the only way to
move dareund,
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Letters )‘br pubhcdtmn in these colymns shoutd be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are ‘accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name,qsignature and

| Qunvadisdmoctw

Sir, 1 .ﬁ:fm' to the letter un-

der caption "Quo vadis demgc-
racy?" which appeared in your

.| esteemed paper of the 19th

January 1995.

Mr Mansoor's allegory tn his
Japanese friend's remark that
in 19408 Japanese ministerd
would commit Harakiri but
now being civilised they re-
signed accepting their re-

sponsibility (even if symbolical)

in connection with a railway
accident in Japan. Perhaps,
are nol lagging behind either.

| When we were under the for-

we

eigh rule and "less civilized”
we cauld hear of such accep-
tance of responsibilities bult
now that we are independent
and "more civilized” our meinis-
ters very promptly tischarge
their responsibility by being
very prompt in suspending the
pointsmen,
tion master, ete.. Mr Mansoor
inadvertently ‘omitted a great
example of the courage of ac-
cepting moral responsibility
shown by late Lal Baltadur
Shastri, when he resigned as
Minister of Rallways in the
Indian cabinet of late Pundit

linesmen, the sta-

Nehru accepting moral re-

sponsibility alter a Railway ac-

vident in India. What a moral
strength! Later, after the death
ol Pundit Nehrti, Lal Bahadur
Shastri was made the Prime
Minister of India. I recent ar-
ticles 6n Railway System in
Bangladesh, you are giving a
picture of the condition of
tracks and carriages of
Bangladesh Railway system,
the moral responsibflity lies
not only with the Minister for
Railways but the governments,
present and the past.

We claim we are a civilized
independent and democratic
nation. Perhaps some may
think we can do whatever we
like, because we are demo-
cratic! We may close roads at
will to ‘arrange public meetings
on the thoroughfare (by any of
the parties, be it BNP, Awami
League, Jatiya Party or Jamaat)
and hold the traffic. Aren't we

democratic? Day and night the

- parties

are, fighting for the
democratic rights of the peo-
ple. Why should we the publie
be selfish and complain when
our near and dear ones die in
ambulances unable you reach
the hospital in time, or if our
properties turn into ashes be-
cause fire brigadesg cannot
reach on time or we miss
planes or launches on our LE
to board, to be at the ‘bedsi

of a dying mother or a father,
or a police party ca rush

to help some being
mugged — of co ow can
policemen, go 1o es aid
when the busy try-
ing to sh rights!
And. b. after all,
can come to my
aid if hreatemned by

or hijackers.
nnot waste

—
S .. T T ——

al the proper Thana! Alter all
we don't have "999" emer-
gency numbers ‘that we can
cal a policeman if needed.
Well that is another story.

And then these aborodhs!
Our very dear political parties
— all of them — deserve our
highest praise for their untir-
ing -effort to establish qur
‘rights". .

But who cares about our
Constitutional rights to "move
freely throughout Bangladesh’
guaranteed by Sec 36 of our
Constitution? Who cares about
our right to “conduct our law
ful trade or business” guaran
teed by Sec. 40 of our
Constitution?

May the Almighty save us
from these "saviours’ We have
seen all of them In action at
different times over the last ¢8

years.

A disgusted and huvuwd
citizen’ _ o

Ardha Satya

Sir. The series of punish-

ments in the form of hartals
and blockades being meted out
to the hapless people of
Hangladesh by the Opposition
reminds me of an award win-
ning Hindi film Wrdha Satya
or half truth. In that story the
father, a retired havildar,
wanted his college educated
son to join the police which
the son refused. So the tather
siarted beating his wife until
ihe sqn could not stand 1t any
longer and relented

Does the same fate awail
us? | agree whole heartedly to
the content of the letter by A
concerned citizen’ on 26 Jan
uafy L) your paper about organ
isdnig protest march against
hartals and blockades Mayv |
mvile more views on this sub
jeet through your columns?

I shecanigler Melih
Crulshwu, Draka



