are

By Masud Arif back from Monpura island

The mighty ‘Meghna has not
only eroded the small green
Monpura island at the mouth
of the Bay of Bengal, it has also
broken the heart of Hanif
Miah, a landless peasant.

Such is Hanif's misery that
sometimes he loses his com-
posure to the extent of want-
ing to set his small thatched
hut on fire to end it all. He
can't bear to see the hungry
faces of wife, two sons and four
young daughters.

“Hunger and poverty have
driven him towards paranoia’,
said an "emotion-choked Az-
imunnessa, Hanif s wife.

“The river has grabbed our
abode, our land ... my husband
often starves and talks non-
sense, He does nothing ... our
14-year old son is now the only
earning member of the fam-
ily,” Azimunnessa said as her
eves welled up with tears.

Hanil Miah is onlv one of
thensands of Iandless on the
A5N-satiare wuoluciie Mol
pura island. e woist aliceied
arenr dnring the tidal wave
which soadela T L s of
several lukh e
country’s southern coastal re-
gion in 1470.

Two decades since that cat-
aclysmic nightmare of Novem-
ber 12, the tenants of the is-
land are no longer afraid of cy-
clones. They have cyclone
shelters pow. What frightens
them today are the caprices of
the landlords and rural elite.
And river erosjon.

More than 55 thousand
people, 80 per cent of the to-
tal population of Monpura is-
land, a thana under Bhola dis-
trict, are landless. Some local
elites and outsiders own
around 80 per cent of the total
land of the island, local people

“We have to obey the rural
elite, otherwise they would
deprive us from our due shares
for farming their lands,” said
Abdur Rauf, a leader of the
landless. .

The landless peasants of
three unions — Monpura, Ha-
jirhat and Shakuchia — live in
thatched huts on the, slopes of
tHe embankment around the
island. Some of them are still
living in the 20-year old aban-
doned small box:shaped cy-
clane shelters.

“Our homesteads turn into

ponds during the rainy season

. Clinton's plea
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stead (seek) the truth. the
heart. the best that is in us
all.” : ;

The breakfast is an annual
interfaith gathering that brings -
together a Republicans and
Democrats. ' judges, bureau-
. crats, soldiers and representa-
tives of other governments.

Clinton, stung by criticism
of his public and personal life;
uid the burgeoning informa-

tion age has the ability to liber-
ate people. but can also make
it easier to traffic in hateful,
., harmful words.

"The very source of our lib-
eration ... the cormmunications
revolution gives words not only
the power to lift up and liber-
" até¢, the powér to divide and

destroy as never before.
' "Just words — to darken our
spirits and weaken our resolve,
divide our hearts,”™ Clinton
Quoting Paul from the Bible,

el TR |

Clinton sajd "Repay no one

" avil for evil."

‘Clinton, a Southern Baptisl
attends church r rly and
often laces his speech with
Bml references,

floods compound our misery
and leave us In uncertainty”
said Jhama Bibi

Teenaged Jharma's husband
lives in Dhaka. She tried to be
with him in the capital, but
her rickshaw-puller husband.
unable to meet the expenses

needed in the city, sent her
back to the village. |
Many of the landless ol

Monpura are involved tn fish
ing and imost children aged be-
tween five and twelve spend
their times in the river catch
ing shrimp fries

"Who will send their chil
dren to school the families
are dependent on them,~ said
Abdul Malek, a rickshaw-
puller. They get Taka 35 for
every hundred shrimp fries,
Malek added

Most of the land on the is-
land were occupied by the lo-

cal rich and people from”the

mainland — Bhola, Noakhalil
and Patuakhall — when the (s
land surfaced about 40 years
ago. said 77 -year old Master
Ali.

The newly accreted lands
were registered by those privi-
leged enough to travel all the
way to Char Tajumuddin in
Bhola where the land registra-
tion oflice was situated. For the
poorer inhabitants of the is-
land it was almost 1mpossible
tg reach Char Tajumuddin in

those days. for travel was
costly, Nor could they muster
the necessary fees Lo get such
land registered in their names
Even today it takes more than
three hours to reach Char Ta-
jumuddin from Monpura,

The silvery waters of the
Meghna render a large num
ber ol people .of the island
landless every year by eroding
its banks The scale of erosion
is more pronounced in the
north -west of the island. But
the river also benefits a section
of inhabitants hy depositing
new sand banks or chars on
the south-easiern part

Several NGOs. mosi notably
CARITAS, have been carrving
out significant efforts to im-
prove the Jot of Monpuras
poor. Cyclone shelters. feeder
schools and roads are being
constructed while the peasants
are being organised in small
groups to promole coopera-
tives and rural credit schemes.

Community leadership is
being groomed to make the

r aware of their rights and
responsibilities. The focus is
not just on improving the day-
to-day lives of the peasants, it
is more on developing human

resources capable to cope
with the challenges facing 1the
people on the otherwise pic-

turesque. palin-fringed island.

-
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The entire Monpura coastline bears testimony to the erosion

of the mighty Meghn

Cairo sumimit
From Page 1| Col 2.

But it's doubtful the f(our
leaders can do much to stop
murderous atlacks by Islamic
radicals that have enraged s-
raelis. And Rabin — politically

.weakened by the violence —

will find it hard to meet Pales-

tinian demands to go ahead

with a withdrawal of his troops.
from the West Bank.

Before leaving Israel, Rabin
said he would demand the
Palestinians crack down on Is-
lamic radicals who have killed
o4 Israelis since October,

He told members of his La-
bor Party the PLO "made sure
that the territory they rule —
Garza and Jericho — is not used
as a shelter or a place... to exe-
cute attacks.”

An Israeli Foreign Ministry
official, insisting on anonymity,
said he expected the meeting
to issue a final statement con-
demning terrorism.

Peres. when asked about
what specific outcome the
meeting would bring, said he
expected the four partners to
form a committee of foreign

ministers to implement deci- .

sions on economic problems
and other issues coming out Df
-T!ll_'ll"idﬂ_k S suminil

I]legal 1m_m1g‘rat10n
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to discuss ‘the issue along with
other matters that stem {rom
hating common borders.

On reports in a section of
Indian media on illegal migra-
tion, Osmany attributed this to
the tendency of turning 'non-
_Issues’ into issues that could be
-potentially used to bedevil the
good neighourliness. .
~ Osmany, who relinquishes
his office soon.to take up the
-few assignment as high
commissioner

spoke on dilferent issues cov-
ering country’s foreign policy.

He called the recent times

as "eventful" for the nation as .

evidenced by a flurry of activi-
ties in-the bilateral and multi-
lateral plans.

He mentioned such events
like two. important SAARC
ministerial meeting including
the first-ever SAARC confer-
ence of finance ministers, the
visits of the Prime Minister To
Japan. Malaysia and to attend
the OIC summit, and said all

wm bore ample testimony for

the "active” foreign policy in
ﬁt year 1994,

The furﬂﬁn secretary said

to Canada,

solution of complex issues like
return ol the tribal refugees -
from India and repatriation of
the Myanmar refugees to their
"homes marked diplomatic

. breakthrough. The process of

repatriation is continuing al-
beit occasional minor prob-
lems.

Taslima Nasr-eén

wants to meet
Rushdie

BONN, Feb 2: Bangladeshi
writer Taslima Nasreen, who
has been threatened with
death by Islamic extremists,
said Wednesday she wanted to
‘meet her similarly threatened

British counterpart Salman

Rushdie, reports-AFP.

Taslima 32, was speaking
after meeting Heinz Eggert,
the interior minister of Saxony
state in Dresden and dis-
cussing the human rights situ-
ation in Bangladesh,

The writers on Monday met
'Foreign Minister Klaus Kinel
who assured her of the

German government's support.
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Russian deputy
. found dead

MOSCOW, Feb 2: Russian
parliamentary deputy Sergei
Skarochkin was found dead
near Moscow today after being
kidnapped, Itar-Tass news
agency quoted police as saying,
reports Reuter.

Frinch Gree npeacecunwﬁt.a Eﬁ-uurd a mﬂtnrbuut sail nﬂ' after they wrote Ntltlt'ﬂf [hxulhin on
the hull of the .Japanese ship "Pacific Crane” at Cherbourg harbour in France Wednesday
The ship left Japan with a cargo of nuclear waste and 18 found for the nuclear reprocessing

plant of [.a Hague. western France.

urged to telecast

Ekushey programme live

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka lUniversity au-
thorities have .urged Lthe
Bangladesh Television to tele-
cast live the Ekushey pro-
gramme from the Central
Shaheed Minar from |1pm on
February 20 to 12Z2am on
February 21.

The call was made at a
meeting of the teachers asso-
ciation, DUCSU representa-
lives and others with Vice
Chancellor Prof Emajuddin
Ahmed Tuesday.

A high powered 'Amar

-Ekushey observance commit-

tee 95 has been formed to
mark the day successfully on
February 21. The committee is
headed by Prof ATM Zahurul
Huq and Prof SM Imamul Huq
as coordinator and joint-coor-
dinator respectively.

The meeting. however, "de-
cided that no banners or por-
iraits would be placed at the
Central Shaheed Minar.
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conditions. the H1ndu Daily
reported.

"We will reach out to Gull

countries and record evidence
against the accused.” he was
quoted as saying.
- The decision came on the
heels of last week's arrest of
Siddaraju. a prominent
nephrologist in the southern
city of Bangalore who allegedly
removed kidneys from some
1.000 unsuspecting pmpl: for
transplant.

Siddaraju, head of the state-
run Victoria Hospital In
Bangalore, and another city
doctor have been charged with
selling kidneys to buyers in the
Gl

Bangalore police would also
investigate a parallel rackel in

Besides. no rally or proces-
sion will be allowed in the
Shaheed Minar premises from
8pm on February 20 and no
party meeting will be permit-
ted in the area as part of the
observance of the occasion.

The restricted area covers
Doyel Chattar in the east,
Plassey crossing in the west.
Chand Khar Pool in the south
and TSC in the north.

The meeting, called for co-
operation from all to hold the
Shaheed Day programmes with
due solemnity.

Deans, Chairmen, leaders of
DUCSU and hall unions.
Directors of Institutes,
Provosts of all residential halls,
teachers of Senate and
Syndicate, Teachers'
Association, Officers’ Associ-
ation, Proctors, and officers
and employees of the uni-
versity attended the meeting.

Kidney transplant|

which kidnevs of poor labour-
ers were being trlnsplamed

" into beneficiaries from South

Asian nations including Malay-

sia and Singapore. Srinivasulu
said. .

The Asian sge said the vic
tims, mostly illiterate and
poverty-stricken,” were
promised employment in the
JLGulf if they donated blood. and

were given 5,000 rupees (166
dollars).

“The recipients Wwere
wealthy people who pald hugc
amounts for the kidneys.” the
Pioneer newspaper added.
Meanwhile, four Singa-

" poreans who came to India for

kidney transplants have been
infected with the AIDS virus, a
news report said.

MPs: Mos u1t0

From

Prof. Hldruddﬂﬂ Chml'dhur}'.
Home Minister Abdul Matirr
Chowdhury, State Minister for
Social Welfare Fazlur Rahman
Patal and Shahidullah Khan MP
also took part in the brief but
lively discussion on the grow-
ing mosquito menace in and
around the city,

Some of the speakers criti-
cised city Mayor Mohammad

Hani#f and accused him ol fail-
ing to eradicate mosquitoes

The Deputy Speaker drew
attention of the Home
Minister, who is chairman of
*the House Committee for look-
ing after the welfare gf the
MPs residing in the hostels.

Abdul Matin Chowdhury
said mosquito menace is the
main complaint from the MPs
residing in the hostels He re-
cently visited lh: hostels and
ordered the authorities con-
cerned to spray insecticide, he
added. _

"Possibly those are Awami-,
mosquitoes which menaced
the city. | have also to check
whether the officials sprayed
the Awami-insecticide since
viie member complained that
the insecticide had ne effect.’
the minister said amidst laugh-
ter and banging of tables by
many members.

Taking the floor Fazlur
Rahman Patal said that before
the last city cerporation élec-
tions,  a major allegation
agamst the then mayor Mirza
Abbas MP was that he failed to
eradicate mosquito.

He said the Nagar Bhaban
has how turned into a den of
goons belonging to the Awami
League. It has become a sub-of-
fice of the ‘AL, he alleged.

Prof. Badruddoza Chow-
dhury expressed his concern
over the consequence of

' mosquito bite saying it helped

resurgence of malaria world-
wide.

"It causes a deadly dia:aae
like cerebrdl malaria. | think it

: shnuld be taken 3-!."1101*1}" he

New techmque to check unplanned mbmnsatlon

Existing road layout at Donia |
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parcels are consolidated and
then sub-divided and devel-
oped with' the necessary in-
frastructure and services, said
a DMDP consultant.

The consultant, Mrs Afroza
Ahmed, condugted & feasibility
study in Donia last year to in-
troduce the LR technique
there. The local community is
encouraged to have such de-
velopment 'process and they
already have some sort of de-
velopment organisations, she
Regarding her selection of
Donia to demonsirate the fea-
sibility of LR technique there,

she said a principal reason for
selecting the Donia site is the

role already played by the local
people for having new roads,
primary school and mosque.

The pilot project area is lo-
cated on the south-eastern
fringe of the city, within the
DND
Demra) triangle having around
82 acres of land.

Presently, the area is sub-

(Dhaka-Narayanganj-

ject to rapid urban growth in
an unplanned manner. Since it
has now been seleeted as the
proposed pilot project site,
there is scope for ensuring
planned growth by applying
the LR technigque, Mrs Afroza
said.

The LR technique have
been widely used in Japan,
South Korea and Taiwan, also
in some cities in Australia and
Canada and recently Indonesia

and Nepal are introducing this *

technigue, according to a

I_:_}MDP‘plmmer.

The technique could be
used in tackling many of the
problems faced in the process
of urbanisation, said the DMDP
planner. But he alleged that
Rajuk, the implementing au-
thority, is showing less inter-
est in this technique where
community participation is en-
sured.

A senior town planner of
Rajuk said he heard about the
technique, but expressed his
ignorance about the study

Proposed road lavout at Donia.

which was carried out in
Doriia.

When contacted, AB Chow-
dhury, Member (planning) of
Rajuk. said . LR concept is
useful for the fringe areas of a
city like Dhaka. He could not
say what the Rajuk is thinking
about the technique since he
did not study the project
concept,

DMDP sources said under

- 115 technique, the cost of the

Juanned sub-division and ser-’
vice facilities is recovered
lrom the sale of a portion of
new serviced land with the
remainder redistributed or
reallocated to the original land
OWTIETS.

The LR-technique gives
equal share of land value gains
to the land owners from the
servicing and planned, sub-di-
vision of this land, they added.

Under this technique. the

land owners in the project
area loge a small portion of
their lands by sacrificing areas
for standard roads and other

infrastructure facilities.

About the experience in
Donia, a DMDP planner said
[rom the survey it is quite evi-
dent that more or less all plot
owners have agreed to con-
tribute their land for approach
road. They also agreed to con-
tribute land for other commu-
nity facilities.

After the land rEﬂdju:tmeni
project was explained to the
plot owners. enquiries were
made of their willingness to

join the scheme About 94 per
cent said that they would like
to join the project because it
would provide improved road
and about 73 pér cent would
like to join because of im-
provement of enyironmental
condition of the area, said the
planner.

"The experience gathered so
far from the demonstration LR
project in Donia is very en
couraging. But this method re
quires legal coverage endorsed
by the government said the

planner.

— AFP photo
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| the pilgrims ]
Biman should not take any food

o ahg Bgﬂu ﬁtar , DHAKA FRIDAY, 23!1[1&&1‘ 3, 1995
‘o The W’T}dm"’ﬁf File

4 Fiosoud —
may lose jobs

MOSCOW  Feb 2: Four senior Russian ministers could soon
lose their jobs because of their roles in the protracted and

bungled military campaign to crush Chechnyan separatism. a

Russian newspaper said today
sources as saying the likely
Mijster Pavel Grachev. Federal

lzvestia quoted competent
victims would be Defence

counterintelligence chief

Sergei Stepashin and two unnamed deputy [:I'ltnl: ministers.

re is Reuler
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have been allowed to he fea-
tured or sold in any form in
any of the stalls Keeping a
check on that might prove te
be difficult given the fact there
are 303 stalls outlside the
Bangla Academy gates and 300
more inside. The CID should
take respomsibility of control-
ling pirated editions of books
and arresting stall owners who
are selling those. Stopping
piracy is an intrinsic part of
stopping erosion of culture and
should be on top on the CID's
priority Hst.

There are less new books
this year because of the hike in
the price of paper. Prices have
been generally kept under Tk
60 lest people should shy away
fromm buying them. As a conse-
quence publishers have kept
the number of publications this
year much lower than usual. All
the new books are displayed at
a Bangla Academy book display
centre, which is a new addi-
tion to the mela and an ingen-
uwous one at that.

Each year, at least ten new
books about 1971 and the War
of Independence are unveiled
at the mela This year is no ex-
ception. It is actually at book
fairs such as these that we can
keep our history alive for the
post-Liberation generations
who learn nothing from their
school books lnd musi rely on

Hajj provisions
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of the Moallemn, Lranspertation,
charges and tent-rent in Saudi
Arabia. :

They should also have an
endorsement of 600 US dol-
lars in their passport to meet
their cost of living and food
charges there.

Each haji must have a re-
turn ticket and only one pass-
port. None should posses more
than one passport. the handout
added.

The non-government agen-

cies or groups will arrange
visas for the pilgrims from
Saudi embassy in Dhaka and
should arrange for their ac-
commodation and transporta-
tion in Makka and Medina.

The pilgrims will also re-
quire to have 12 copies of his
photograph of 3"x 4° size for
their identity. Besides, each
pilgrim should have a plastic
arn band and an umbrella.

The plastic arm band will
bear the name of haji national-
ity, passport number, Maktab
number. and blood group.

The pilgrims must take
meningitis and virus hepatitis
injection and medical certifi-
cates on the diseases are re-
quired to be produced at
Jeddah airport on demand.

The instructions also said
travelling by

items with them as their lug-
gages would be checked thro-
ugh scanning machines in the

immigration lounge of the
airport.

Hatkhola
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Av f‘l e and Lalmatia.

\ copy of the siyvev report

miicle available to The Dail
Stuar. however, said test resufts

from all these areas showed
that the air gquality was below
the standard set for
Bangladesh.

The report said that at
Hatkhola. the ‘rate of sus-
perrded partiele matter in ev-
ery cubic meter’ of air was
1946.47 micro-gram which
was the highest in all the areas
lested. .

Al Lalmatia, the rate of sus-
pended particle matter was
113.96 in every cubic meter;
the report said.

Meanwhile, the DOE in a
drive against automobiles using
Lividraulic horn and belching
ol black smoke liled cases
against 101 automobiles.

Foreign airlines
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th{'} believe “This is clearly an
indication of a well established
monopoly trading position, a
situation that remains un-
changed.” '

In the letter they men-
tioned two options for free and
fair competition. The first one
is that “airlines be permitted
to self-handle at least in the
check-in area to maintain their
own standards and reduce
handling costs accordingly.”

The other one is "to permit
another handling agent to op-
erate at ZIA as permitted in
other countries to provide
competition " and improved
services and Commitment to
the customers

the FAREPCO saild that to
encourage foreign carriers to
operate in Bangladesh and de
velop ZIA as a high qualily
transit airport. the services (o
the passengers must be im-
proved.

A different boi mela

novels and fictions to plece to-
gether the Rheroic story of

books. So.

ally think of their books.
"People come up to me and
uF Oh, so you are the writer

Lhat book: that w.s really an
enjoyable reading."

Another women writers’
corner is the Prabartana stall
where there are a variety of
literature on women and other
development issues.

The Ekushey Boi Mela is
not one that needs much ad-
vertising. Regardless of Ra-
madan or the crowds,
who go to the mela have been
going there for, years and will
always go. Books, our cultural
heritage, and the spirit of
Ekushey February are kept
alive at the mela. It is the tes-
timony of a nation that has
sulffered and that relives the

- memories each year. This year,

be a part of the Ekushey Boi
Mela. kccpl}mrrmyﬂht

Four killed
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lice station on Wednesday
afterrioon. succumbed (o his
injuries yesterday morning at
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).

Sohel, 18, a master-rol}
employee of Radio Bangladesh,
died onn the spot when a
speeding truck knocked him
down in front of the Kallyanpur
radio colony in the city last
night. -

Nurul Haq, 30, a mechanic,
was a electrocuted while at
work in the WAPDA Power
House at around 5:40 pm yes-
terday.

In two other incidents, one
Ramzan, 26, a contractor. sus-
tained bullet injuries in his left
wrist when a gang of armed
miscreants opened fire on him
at Shah Shaheb Lane, Narinda
at 2 pm yuterdn}' He was ad-
mitfed to the DMCH. The inci-
dent was a sequel to an oid
feud beitween the vietim and
his assailants.

Three alleged muggers
stabbed Mukhtar, 32, a shcp-
owner, near Joykali Mandir at
12:30 am yesterday and took
away Taka 500 and a gbid
necklace from him. He was
rushed to the DMCH.

Writs '*.
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Barrister K S Nabi and
Barrister Abdur Razzak ap-
peared for the other (wo re-
spondents and said that one of
the writs is related to boycott
of the Parliament while the
other is related to resignation
of the 147 opposition MPs.
After hearing both sides,
the court decided to proceed
with thé hearing.

DCC drive
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city drains. a managemeiil sys-
tem elfectively developed in
Calcutta.

Pointing at the fund con-
straints, Kamal Chowdhury
said. “"We were unable to pro-
cure the required 450 fogging
machines for the 90 wards of
the vast capital.”

He blamed the Finance Mi-
nistry for not prnﬂcﬁn& su-
pport and holding of a

‘crore Japanese fund prowded

for environment protection
and mosquito control of the
metropolis.

“There was no special bud-
get allocation for the on-going’
crash ‘programme and things
have been had to accommodate

within the annual budget ol the
Corporation.  Kamal sand,

Saifur
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Michalo Pinto in Rome,
President of the Foreign Affsire
Committee of the Chamber of
Deputies Mirko Tremaglia ¢ nd
President of -the Progressive
Parliamentary Group of Italy

Ludgl Berlinger.



