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- Davis Cup World Group ties

Becker back for Germany

LONDON Feb |
Hmlq Hecker re
turns (o [Davis
Cup tennis for
trermany this we

ekend. prepared

to lorget  his hitter rivalry with
Mic hael Stich and play doubles
vlongside him, reports Reuter

German Davis Cup captain
Niki Ftho said the two former
Wimbledon champions, who
wor the doubles gold medal

iogether at the 1992 Barcelona

(Mympics. had agreed to team
up ftor the home tie in
Karlsruhe

| have talked to both of
them and they are also pre-
pared to play doubles to-
gether, Pilic said. "As long as
one of them does not have to

play a singles match of six
hours on Friday there is
nothing to stop the Becker
Stich partnership.”

Germany. winners three
times since 1988, take on a
Croatian team spearheaded by
big-hitting Goran Ivanisevic in
one of eight World Group first
round matches starting on
Friday.

Becker, who led the Ger-
mans to their first triumph Iin
1988 and helped them delend
the title the following year, has
decided to return to the team
after an absence of more than
two years.

His decision to pull out of
the event to concentrate on
his ranking in 1993 came un-
der heavy fire from Stich who
led the country to their Lhird
victory in 1993,

At one stage ol a very public
slanging match. Stich. who
said Becker should not be al-
lowed to pick and choose
when to play Davis Cup, said
hé would not represent his
country if Becker returned.

With Stich and Becker play-
ing singles and doubles, the
Germans have a good chance
of clinching this weekend's
tie" after the first three
matches. But they will be wary
of the lanky Invanisevic on the
fast indoor surface.

Holders Sweden begin their
defence of the title close by in
Denmark with no plans to
change their 1994 winning
formula.

wtormer world number one

Stelan t!’lhrlg LW ranked
seveln in the world and in form
Magnus Larsson will play sin

gles. while top class palring
Jan Apell and Jonas Bjorkman
take care ol the doubles in
what looks on paper to be a
gentle warimn up tie for them
But Denmark have habi of
defying the rankings when
they have the advantage of
home, ground. Their team is
led by Kenneth Carilsen ranked
190 with Frederik Fetterlein
(125). Patrik Langvardt (363)
and Mortenn Christensen
(659) -
The Danes crashed out in
the first round to the Czech
Republic. in 1993 and to
Sweden in 1994, but posted
impressive home wins in
World Group qualifiers against
Argentina (1992}, Croatia
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Last year's losing finalists
Russia are also looking forward
to a none too taxing tie in

Antwerp against Belgium,

" while Switzerland, losing final-

ists three years ago take on the
Netherlands in Geneva.

[taly have a good chance in
Naples against a weakened
Czech Republic, whose top
players Petr Korda and Karel
Novacek said they would not
play because of lack of interest
and money.

Italy have called up Andrea
Gaudenzi and Renzo Furlan as
their singles players for the tie
on clay, while Stefano Pes-
cosolido and Cristian Brand

will form a makeshift doulb'es

parinership

By contrast. Spain have
taken their strongest squad to
Vienna with French Open
champion Sergi Bruguera and
last year s Paris finalist Albe-to
Berasategui supported by
(CCarlos Costa and Emilio
Sanchez.

Austria have one world class
player in Thomas Muster. but
Alexander Antonitsch, Gilbert
Schaller and Gerald Mandl are
ranked way below.

Outside Europe South
Africa’s team — Wayne Fe-
rreira, Marcos Ondruska, Pie-
tie Norval and Gary Muller —
shoulder a responsibility not

just for winning but for bring-

ing back the erods and money
to tennis when they take on
Australia in Durban.

After a slump in the popu-
larity of the sport, the team
thought it might hgve to
scratch from the Davis Cup
before securing last minute
part-sponsorship and govern-
ment help.

Australia have brought a six-
strong squad — Patrick Rafter,
Richard Fromberg, Jaimie
Morgan and Andrew Ilie and
the doubles pairing of Mark
Woodforde and Todd Wood-
bridge — to Soquth Africa,
planning to make a final ch-
oice later in the week.

The strongest tennis na-
tion, the United States, take
on France without the world's
top two players Pete Sampras
and Andre Agassi. who con-
tested the Australian Open fi-
nal last Sunday.

Instead Jim Courier and
Todd Martin will be joined by
doubles team Jared Palmer
and Richey Reneberg against a
rather pale French team, none
of whose players fared well in
Melbourne. >

But Yannick Noah, who led
France to their first victory in
over half a century as non-
playing captain in 1991 when
they beat the US in the final,
may provide some new spark
on his return to the job.

His team consists of Guy
Forget, Arnaud Boetsch, Cedric
Pioline and Olivier Delaitre.

TOKYO, Feb .
Fifth-seeded !{Ia

quarterfinals of the Toray Pan
Pacific Open tennis tourna-

Date moves into quarters

Jackson, once ranked world
No. 4. has now dropped to
24th.

'Ezech muple Hadka Knvanknva and Rene Novotny perfunn
their routine during the short programme at the European

Figure Skating
Jan 31.

BUCHAREST, Feb
l1: A Romanian
gymnastics coach
was jailed for ei-
ght years on Tu-

| I"In'l |"llll

to death an
during a training session,
reports Reuter.

Ll esday for beating

1 1-vear-old girl

A Bucharest court found

Florin Gheorghe, 25 a former

irainer at the capital's elite
Dinamo Club sports school,

guilty of manslaughter in the !

November 1993 killing of

Championships

Romanian gymnastics
coach jailed

in Dortmund on
— AFP photo

The court heard testimony
that Gheorghe flew into a rage
during a training session on
the balance beam in November
1993, throwing the, tiny Giurca
to the ground and beating her.

The girl died in hospital
several hours later.

"If sports performances are
built on physical and moral
ordeal. all the gold medals that
Romania won throughout the
years mean nothing.” Adriana's
father told Reuters.

Rornanian sports officials

MELBOURNE,
Feb |: Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario
was diplomatic
when asked if it
was fair that her
beaten opponent in the

women's singles quartcrﬂnals .

should get the same play
cheque as Jim Courier for his
epic loss to Pete Sampras,
reports Reuter.

Naoko Sawamatsu of Japan
who won only four games in
her straight sets defeat, and
the other three quarterfinal
losers had each taken home
Us 47.000. .

Ninth seed Courier had in
contrast battled for a marathon
four hours for the same money
before going down in five sets

to the werld number one in

one of the greatest matches
seen at Flinders Park.

-More significant was that
the women's .quarterfinal
matches were played in a half-
full Centre Court stadium a
sign that something is wrong
with the present women's
game,

Without injured number one
Steffi Graf with Monica Seles
still in self-imposed exile after
her 1993 stabbing in Gérmany
and with last year's retirement
of Martina Navratilova, the
Open had not only lost-some of
the starts but some of the
quality as well.

There had been mmhiings
among the tennis writers and
in the crowd in the first week
as eventual finalists Sanchez-
Vicario and Pierce swept past
bemused opponents, dropping
a few games here and there.

Come the semifinal and the
tennis writer of the national
newspaper The Australian had
enough.

"Have 1 seen a single,
solitary memorable game of
women's tennis? It hurts me
to say it, sisters, but I have to
confess I have not,” Wanda
Jamrozik wrote after Sanchez-
Vicario and Pierce moved to
the finals without dropping a
set in the tournament.

"Surely there cam be no
reason why women's tennis
should be inherently less
interesting than men's. It's the
same game, goddammit,” she
added.

The reason perhaps was

Che Daily Star 11

“

no Seles, no gloss?

that the appeal of the women's
game had always been that
while it lacked the power and
speed of the men, it provided
the personalities and could
also offer grace and great
excitement.

But at this year's first Grafd
Slam Sanchez-Vicario and the
fourth-seeded Pierce had
played at a level above the
other®women.

The seeds in the Spaniard's
half of the draw had all
disappeared by the quar-
terfinals and the world number
two had the unprecedented
experience of reaching the

finals without playing a seeded
opponent.

—- The Spaniard tried to argue
that the pressure was the
same, that her unseeded
opponents must have been
good to get so far in the
tournament, but the results
told the story. Sanchez-Vicario

Stockton set to
break Magic's
mark

SALT LAKE CITY, Feb 1:
John Stockton, who was set to
break Magic Johnson's career
NBA assist record Wednesday
night against Denver, is a re-
luctant record-setter, and Uta-
h's All-Star playmaker knows
the only way out of the
spotlight lies in his own gifted
hands, reports AP.

"I'll be glad when it's over
with and we can go back to
normal.” Stockton said
Tuesday, smiling through grit-
ted teeth. "Normal is that we
have a pleasant but distant re-
lationship with you guys.”

The hype began as the Jazz
point guard started his 11th
pro season at 9,383 career as-
sists, 538 short of Johnson's
mark. But as he got closer,

Stockton found a trickle of in-

terview requests had become a
flood.

After his 14 assists in
sMonday's 115-80 victory over
Minnesota put him just 11 shy
of becoming the NBA's most
prolific passer ever, Stockton
eluded reporters.

After Tuesday's practice,
however, he dutifully appeared
lor a crowd of broadcasters
and sports writers.

dropped only 23 games in six
malches,

Jamrozik did not enjoy the
two semifinals and nor, she .
said, did the crowd. “They *
made such dull viewing that .
the spm:-taturs chatted much of
the play," she wrote.

"First Conchita Martinez."
she said, "then Marianne
Werdel-Witmeyer, were made
to look slow and inept by their
superior opponents.

‘It was only going to be a
matter of time before each was
dispatched to the history
books. But believe me. that
time dragged.”

The women's game plainly
needs another star like Monica
Seles or, even better, a return
of the winner of eight Grand
Slam titles who disappeared °
from the game after she was
stabbed at a  Hamburg
tournament in April, 1993.

Seles, still only 21, 'mixed
off-court show business with
supreme skill and artistry on
the court and with Stefli Graf
gave the game a genuine high-
quality rivalry.

‘With the date of the injured
Graf's return uncertain — she
has played only oné match in
almost five months — women's
tennis might now be looking to
Pierce and Sanchez-Vicario to

Aift the game and win it back

some credibility.

*Expectatiens that Saturda}r's
final might be the forerunner
of something special proved
premature with Pierce far t®o .
powerful for a strangely out-of-
touch Sanchez-Vicario, whose
serve let her down badly. -

And neither player has the
presence of Graf or the sheer
magnetism of Seles.

Only Seles handed roses to
the crowd before a match,
turned up to a post-final news
conference waring a bonnet
and period costume and had

- weird haircuts.

The tournament organisers
had already attempted to head
off a potentially brief and one-
sided women's semifinal day by
beefing it up with a men's
semifinal.

They must be desperately
hoping that next year Graf will
be back. that Seles will make a
reappearance and that Pierce
has added some off-court start
quality to her obvious talent on
court.

NEW YORK, Feb 1
(Reuter): Nobody

. Renewal of long rivalry

Joyner-Kersee began dominat-
ing the event, winning a

or go to dinner or talk ab-ut -

which events we will do.”

miko Date of Ja- ment, reports AP. gymnast Adriana Giurca.

have rejected accusations that

can make Heike

pan had to play a
close and lengthy

game again Wed-
before reaching the

Hungary has
nothing to
hide from FINA

LONDON, Feb 1: Hungary, a
major power in swimming, has
invited the International Swi-
mming Federation (FINA) to
carry out dope tests at Hun-
garian training camps in the
United States and South
Alrica, reports Reuter.

Doping abuse, a matter of
general concern in the sport.
has been highlighted by posi-
tive tests returnéd by seven
Chinese swimmers at last
October's " Asian. Games in
Hiroshima, Japan, and result-
ing in two-ypar bans

The Hungarian Olympic
Committee sent a letter invit-
ing FINA to carry out tests on
their swimmer and publicised
the unusual initiative in a faxed
copy of the letter on Tuesday.

Hungary have produced
great champion in the past few
vears. including Olympic gold
medallists Tamas Darnyi and

nesday

Date, No. 10 in the world,
scored a 6-1. 2-6, 6-2 triumph
over Japanese qualifier Yone
Kiimio in the second round
maich.

Date took the first set hy
scattering deep shots. forcing
Kamio off balance, but lost her
pace and became erratic in the
second set. She collected
points at crucial times in the
third set to win the maitch,
which lasted more than one
hour, 30 minutes.

Date needed nearly two
‘hours and full sets before beat-
ing lower-ranked American
Patty Fendick 4-6, 6-3, 6-1 in
the first round Tuesday.

'l had good concentration

in the first set but lost it in the
second set,” Date said. “It's
hard to keep up my pace
throughout the match. "It's a
mental problem.”

Sixth-seeded Anke Huber of
Germany beat American Gigi
Fernandez 3-6. 6-1. 6-2 in the
first round match

Japan's Naoko Sawamatsu
fired powerful and well-placed
ground strokes to trounce

American veteran Zina Ga-
rrison Jackson. who frequently
failed in her service returns

‘Sawamatsu said.

"l know this fast surface is
advantageous for a serve-and-
volley player like Jackson, so |
tried to fir® deep-shots to
keep her away from the net.”
"It's always
nice to wih a first round
match.”

[n the second set, Jackson
jumped to 40-love in the first
game but had to play three
deuces to keep it. The Ame-
rican broke the sixth game
while Sawamatsu broke the
third fifth and seventh.

Sawamatsu. the quarterfi-
nalist in last week's Australian
Open, is now ranked 17th, a
high for her career.

In other second round
match, eighth-seeded Iva Ma-
joli of Croatia outlasted Kristie
Boogert of the Netherlands 3-
6 7-6 (7-2), 6-4 to advance
into the quarterfinals.

Japan's wild-card entry
Kyoko Nagatsuka. after losing
the first set, rallied to beat
American qualifier Debbie
Graham 1-6, 6-4, 6.2 in one
hour. 35 minutes in another

first round match

Top-seeded Conchita Mar
tinez of Spain, 1994 Wim
bledon champion and second
seeded Mary Pierce of France

who

jail sentence,

Under Romanian law the

charges carry a maximum jail

sentence of 10 years.
Gheorghe, who has been in

detention in February 1994,

was not present in court, and
neither were Giurca's parents,
issued the lawsuit over
their daughter's killing.

After learning from lawyers
about Gheorghe's eight-year
the girl's mo-
ther. Maria Giurca, said Lhe
court had beén to lenient.

“"That trainer hit my daugh-
ter like a beast and her death
wds more than manslaughter.
It was murder and he should
have beeri punished for that.
Giurca told Reuters by phone.

The court also set, "moral
damages” at 10 million lel
|5.600 dollars), which Gheorg-
he will have to pay to the
Giurcn family.

"“The money is nothing lor
me and my husband. No momney
can bring our daughter back to
life, " Giurca said.

The Giurcas said they would
sue the Dinamo Gymnastics
School, which they accused of
Irresponsibility” in employing
what they called "a eriminal
Lrainer

-Guirca's

beatings were used in training
to turn Romanian gymnasts
inte lop performers.

Commenting on Adriana

death, Romanian
Gymnastics Federation presi-
dent Adrian Stoica called it an
"unfortunate event.”" "Such be-
haviour is unusual in our
nastics schools,” he said,
adding: "It was an accident."

But Adriana Giurca's team-
maltes told the court that cor-
poral punishment was "nor-
mal” in their school whenever
they failed to perform up to
their trainers’ standards.

"We accepted the beatings
and the pain because we were
convinced that this would
open the door to top perfor-
mance for us," a young girl
gymnast told a court hearing
lasi week.

Octavian Bellu, chief trainer
at Romania's Olympic Gym-
nastics Centre in the Tran-
sylvanian city of Deva, said
that despite changes in Ro-
mania since the 1989 fall of
communism, what he called,
'an iron discipline” was still
the best way to attain top
performances,

Drechsler jump
like Jackie Joy-
ner-Kersee.
Because the German world
champion long jumper doesn't
often go up against the
American ex-champion,
Drechsler regards Friday's
contest at the Millrose Games
in Madison Square Garden as
"the best competition of the
indoor season, just because 1
get to jump against Jackie."

The confrontation between |

the two greatest jumpers of
the past decade highlights a
meet that includes 11 Olympic
and 19 world champions, in-
cluding Russian pole vaulter
Sergei Bubka, Moroccan le-
gend in the mile Said Aouita
and US decathlete Dan
O'Brien.

Since 1983, when Drechs-
ler won her first world title
al age 18, either she or
Joyner-Kersee has ranked as
the world's leading long
jumper in each year except
1989, when neither woman
competed.

Drechsler had won 27
straight long jump competi-
tions before pulling out of the
1987 World Championships in

string of gold medals that in-
cluded. the 1988 Olympic title

in Seoul and the 1991 World -

Championships in Tokyo.

That lasted until the 1992
Olympics in Barcelona, where
Drechsler, Silver medalist in
Seoul,
Joyner-Kersee was  third.
Drechsler also eaptured the
gold medal on home soil, at
the '93 worlds in Stuttgart.

What's more, the on-field
rivals have become fast off
field friends.

"Of course when we are in
competition, Jackie is my
greatest motivation to jump
far,” said Drechsler. "But out of
competition., we Ilike each
other very much. The first
time | met her was in '87. She
Is a very nice person, very nat-
ural and never arrogant.”

The same could be said of
the soft-spoken Drechsler, the
angular, graceful native of Jena
in the former East Germany,
where fraternising with rivals
from across the wall was
strongly discouraged.

"We never could talk with
athletes from the ' western
countries,” Drechsler said. "It
was forbidden. I'm so glad

that's history now. We can talk

finished first and .

The choice of events seems
greater than ever for Dre-
chsler, who, in 1986, equaljed
the 200-meter world record
set by countrywoman Marita
Koch and who last year, in her
first multi-sport event since
1982, sported the best
heptathlon score of the year
with 6741 points.

Until then, tIETEpATIION
had been the domain of Joy-

ner-Kersee, the double Ol-
ympic champion and world-
record holder.."l did the hep-
tathlon just for fun," said
Drechsler. who is now think-
ing of training for the event at
either the 1995 World Cham-
pionships in Goteborg, Sweden
or the 1996 Olympics in
Atlanta. "l think if I compete
against Jackie, it will motivate
me for a better score,”
Drechsler said.

Still. Drechsler recalls the
intimate atmosphere of
Madison Square Garden where
a creaky, wood-chipped 110-
meéter track is wed along
the wall supporting the lower
rows of sp-cctntﬂrn. “The peo--
ple are so close," she says.
"That you can feel a];l.nl‘thelr
noise.”
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