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NEWS BRIEFS

Hartal observed

CHITTAGONG, Fehh | A
half-day hartal called by pro
Awami League Chhatra League
in northern part of the district
was observed peacefully toda)
The Chhatra League enforeed
the haral in Fatikchhan K Hai
hazari, Rauzan and Rangunia
thanas 10 protest the killings
of its two leaders, Md Al
Abdullah and Dr Nirod Barai
allegedly by NDF and Shibu
activists - on January 28

reports UNB

3 die in
road accident
JHENIDAH. Feb |: Three
people of a bndal pany wer:
killed and seven. including the
bride and bridegroom injured
seriously when a truck ram
med the autorickshaw thev
were riding on the Jhemidah
Kushtia road this evening The
dead were identified as Bads
uddin. 40. Ahmed. 48 and
Folik. 42. All three died on s
spot. reports UNB

One killed in
Khulna blast
From Staff Correspondent

"KHULNA. Feb 1: A rick
shawpuller named Yasin Al
35. was killed in bomb blast
Tuesday midnight at Bagmara
main road under Kotwali thana
Police said two hand bombs
were burled at one Abdul

Mannan who was going home
by the rickshaw which the de
ceased was driving

!uhrilﬂ:lr
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Appeal by new and outgoing CeJs

Amend Constitution for

separation of judiciary

Both the newly appointed
Chiet Justice of the Supreme
Court and his predecessor yes-
terday appealed in unison for
constitutional amendments to
enisure Lhe separation of the
judiciary
branch of government and to
guarantee independence of the
judiciary.

Chief Justice M H Rahman
annd the mam he succeeded
veslerday  former. Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed were
joint reception and farewell
accorded -to them by the
Supremie Court Bar Association
al the court premises.

irom (he executive

speaking at a

By Staff Correspondent

Referring to the current
political impasse. the [ormer
chiel justice also urged the po-
litical parties to resolve the
problems themselves and not
to involve the Supreme Court
in it. "Please don't come to our
courts with vour political prob-
l{*m-. " he said.

“The judiciary is not totally
independent,” Justice
Shahabuddin said while point-
ing out that the constitutional
provisions in Articles 116 and
109, relating to the judiciary,
contradict each other in that
one places the authority to
promote and discipline suber-
dinate judges with the

- lier state.

President and the other places
the authority to supervise and
control the subordinate courts
with the Supreme Court.

“Until  Artiele 116 is
amended people will never
‘think that the judiciary is in-
dependent.” he asserted. “The
constitutional provisions
[relating to the judiciary)
should be reverted to the ear-
as in the
Constitution.”

Chief Justice Rahman also
concurred. “There is great
ambivalence in the minds of
our lawmakers about the place
of the Supreme Court in the

See Page 12 Col 3
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President Abdur Rahman Biswas administered the oath of office to the new Chief Justice
Muhammad Habibur Rahman at a simple ceremony at Bangabhaban yesterday. — PID photo
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Habibur Rahman |
takes oath as
Chief Justice

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday administered
the oath of office to new Chief
Justice Muhammad Habibur
Rahman, reports UNB.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia was present at the
simple ceremony at Banga-
bhaban where President Bis-
was administered the oath of
office to Justice Rahman.

The function was also at-
tended by Speaker Shaikh
Razzak Ali, former president
Justice A‘'M Sayem, cabinet
ministers, judges.of the Ap-
pellate Division of the Su-
preme Court, state ministers,
judges of the High Court Di-
vision, deputy ministers, chiefs
of the three services,

(General. senlor layers, high
officials and elite of the city.

Justice Muhammad Habibur

iman is Bangladesh's eighth

Chief Justice. He suceceeded

Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed,

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia and State Minuster for Cultural Affgirs Jahanara Begum
— Star photo

vi~iting a book stall at the Ekushey Book Fair at the Bangla Aﬂdemy y-#ﬂll}'-

HeanngofwntsonMPs |
resignation begins

Supreme Court Correspondent

M hearing ol the two wrnt
pelitions  regarding the en
nius s« resignation of 147 op
position memnbers of pariia-
et began yesierday before a
thiree «nan bench of the High
Conart

The special benech compnis-
g Justice AM Mahmudur
Kahman Jusixe Kazi Ebadul
Huq and Justice Md Abdul
Karim was constituted by the
Chie! Justice on January 29
upot, apphcations filed by op
position leaders Sheikh
Hasina. Moudud Ahmed and
Mauur Kahman Nizamm atl re
spondents i the wrils.

The wriis were filed by
Towty Hossam and Alauddin

Erammnmwe

Rhaled challenging the valid
ity «l the MPs resignations
an! the Speaker s delay in dis-
postng of the resignation let
fers respeclively

The special bench was
s heduled 10 1ake up the writs
lor hearing at 10:30 am. but n
was delayed because of the
traditioiial lehicitation pro
for "the new Chief
Juste M H Rahmain earlier in
the mormung.

As hearing began at 2 pm
Advocate Moksudur Rahiman,
the counsel for petitioner
Pomtyy Hossain praserd lor 1wo
werks (Ul W prepare a reply
to the three affidavit in-oppo

Sée Page 12 Col |

Arjun Singh
arrested

NEW DELHI, Feb |: Police
arrested Prime Minister PV
hNarasimha Rao s top political
rival Arjun Singh for violaling
an order that bans assembly of
more than [five people in
Luckhnow. capital of Utiar
Pradesh state today reports
Al

Singh, who has quit cabinet
and «hallenged Raos leader-
slitpp. was leading a political
inarch 1o demand the ouster of
the Uttar Pradesh government.

Linted News ol India (LINI
sdad hundred others were also
arrested. but did not give a fig
vre Singh. former human re
sources imster amnd others
were lakel 1o g pole station
and were jikely to be released
without any « harges

— | 8%
518 | 549
1 5.17 5 50

Decision to lift restrictions on

loahs to share traders hailed

investors., brokers and
harkers yesterday hailed the
Hangladesh bank s decrision w
withdraw restrictbon on loans
to ihe share traders against
the listed securities. saving it
would neot only help remove
the ligquidity problem of the
capital market. but also ease
the excess hguidity problem of
the banks

Accarding to the decision
taken a' a Board meeting of
Lhe Bangladesh Bank Tuesday
the share investors will be al-
rared to take B0 per cem of
the face value of 40 per cent of
the market value of their
shares and debentures as loans
fresm the remmercial banks

Fhe borrowers will now

Star Report

lrve o give blank share irims
ler ceruficates ta the lending
banks as collateral The inver
est rate will also be similar 1o
that on other commercial
lendings The amoum ef 10tal
loan for one investor will not.
however exceed Tk five lakh
arcording 1o the decision

( hairoman of the Dhaka
Stk Exchange Khurshid
Alam. Lalirrfﬂ i The Dailv Star
sad. This i1s a good step |If
the decision i1s implemented
property the liquidity situation
ol the share market will im
prove

He. however said that be
fore having the details of the
rendiral bank s cireular which
m ve! tn be 1saued 1t was diffi

cult to say anything more The
ruatcome of the derision would

largelv depend on how the
commercial banks imple-
mented i1, he added

Leading global and regional
fund nmianagers 4t the Eu
rewneney lernational invest-
nent conlerenwe in Dhaka re
ceptly wdentified low digquidity
as the number one problem of
the country s share market

They said 1he liquidity
problemn of the market had
heen obstrueting adequate

inflow of foreign portfolio
invesimenits as the market
lacked local counterpart funds
for foreign investments
Chairman of the Securities
See Page 12 Col 2

Ekushey book |
fair opens

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday hoped
that the spirit of Amar
Ekushey would help consoli-
date national unity and encour-
age peaceful coexistence of all.

"Let book be our permanent
companjon.” the Prime
Minister said while inaugurat-
ing a month long Ekushey
programme and Amar Ekushey
Grantha Mela 95 book fair in
the Bangla Academy premises
in the city vesterday.

"I believe the ideals of
Ekushey which symbolises
fundamental rights, demo-
cratic values. tolerance and
peaceful coexistence will be
reflected in our national life.”
Begum Zia said.

About the siggificance of
the book fair. the Prime
Minister said "This fair is not
merzsly a commercial arrange-
merm one

T aphae |

The' ifaugural session was
presided over by State
Minister for Cultural Affairs
prof Jahanara Begum. Director
General of Bangla Academy
Prof Harun-ur-Rashid gave an
welcome address.

The Prime Minister noted
that her government had for-
mudated a national book policy
giving emphasis on publication
of books of attractive chil-
dren s books international
standard and export of
Bangladeshi books and publi-

cation of research based and
Bangladeshi culture oriented
books in foreign language is
another feature of the policy

she said adding this would
project the nation and the
country abroad.

Begum Zia underhined tHe
See Page 12 Col |

it has deep rooted-

| Procedure

JS disposes of HC
ruling issue

By Staff Correspondent

The que=tion of general
discussion in Parliament on
the High Court ruling on the
Speaker regarding resigna-
tions of 147 opposition MPs
was disposed of by the House
vesierday since the treasury
bench members declined to
discuss jt

Speaker Shaikh Ra;':zah Ali
allowed Nurul Islam Moni to
speak on his notice submitted
earlier lor a general discussion
on the jurisdiction of the court
— whether it is emgpowered to
issue a rule on the Speaker on
the resignations of MPs

T think there is no barrier
to allowing the honourable
member to speak on the mat-
ter according (o the Rules of
although the law
minister had earlier raised ob-
lection ” Rarzak AN said.

"But the honourable mem-
ber should keep in mind that
his speech should not hurt any

judge or disturb the protess of

the case. You will just speak on
the jurisdiction of the court,”
the Speaker said.

Fle came (o the House after
a brief adjournment of the ses-
sion by Deputy Speaker
Humayun Khan Panni. The ses-
sion resumed yesterday at 4
pm, one hour behind schedule,
due to lack of quorum.

Four bills were tabled on
the day.

The decision on whether
the House would discuss the
issue of HC ruling was kept
pending. sinee Monday's ses-
sion in which the treasury
bench was sharply divided over
it. One group including ruling

See Page '2 Col 7

No major delimitation
of constituencies

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
(EC) vesterdav published the
preluminary list ot 300 parlia-
imnentary constituencies with-
oul any major dedmitation of
those

We have prepared the draft
list ol the constituencies and
invited claim=s objections and
suggestions by March 6.7 said
an EC official

He said public hearings will
also take place at least at 10
diflerent places in the country
lo settle the objections or
rlaiims before preparation of
the linal list which., he said.

will not take moré than thfﬂ
months,

Fresh delimitation of con-
stituencies is mandatory after a
census for the purpose of Par-
liamend elections.

According to the Delimita-
tion of Constituencies Ordi-
nance, 1976 — the constituen-
cies shall be delimited, having
rt‘ﬂalrli to administrative con-
venience., that each con-

First day of
today

By Staff Correspondent

Ramadan, the month of fast-
ing for the Muslims in the
country, begins today.

On the eve of the holy "
month President Abdur Rah-
man Biswas called upon all to
maintain the sanctity of Ra-

maglan as it always inspired
people for self-purification.

In a separate message,
Prime Ministéer Khaleda Zia

greeted the countrymen and
the Muslim Ummah on the oc-
casion of Ramadan and sought
divine ble for their wel-

fare. The teachings of Ramadan
would be the basis for the

overall development of the
country, she said.

In another message, Awami
League chief Sheikh Hasina,

urged tﬁe people, irrespective

the sanctity and of the

mgath. She also called upon

the busine to-keep
prices of mﬁml within

purchasing capacity of com-
mon people.

State Deptt report
Dhaka denying

fundamental
rights

By Lamis Hossain

| of their religions to

-4

4

“The government continues
to resirict or deny many fun-
damental rights.” according to
the US Department of State
- 1994 country report on human

stituency is a compact area and 4 rights practice in Bangladesh

in doing so there shall be due

regard as far as practicable, to

the distribution of population
See Page 12 Col 8
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Rural telecom
system opens

SINGAIR (Mantkganj). Feb

1. Rural telecommunication

facilities began In the country
loday when Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia inaugurated
the modern telecommunica-
len arrangement here this
afternoon. reports BSS

The Prime Minister started
the rural tlelecommunication
by making a call from here to
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas in Dhaka

Public call offices were in
stalled in eleven unions under
Singair thana as part of the
countrywide rural telecommu-
mication arrangementis, which
is being implemented in pri-
vate sector umnder amr agree
ment beiween the government
and the Bangladesh Rural

See Page 12 Col 6
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op(mibi]ity of food

crisis, says Khaleda

SINGAIR (Manikganj). Feb
l Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today assured the
people that there are adequate
food stocks in the country and
there ts no possibility of food
crisis reports |/NB

She blamwd a section of
corrupd people who became
husinessmen with the bless
iitocratic regime for
Living to create a crisis. Bul
they falled as sufficient food
stoc ks are there In govern
ment goddownis

The Prime Ministe: warned
ol stern action against those
indulging in malpractice de
priving commonman of getiing
essentials 4l lar price

None will bhe allowed Lo

create artificial crisis. If any-
one tries Lo create crisis, legal
action will be taken against
him for the interest of the
country. she said.

Begum Zia was addressing a
huge public meeting at the
Singair Pilot High School
grounds here in the altermnoon.

The Prime Minister told
the gathering that the opposi-
tion parties wanted to weaken
and destroy the hard-eamed
democracy and said they would
have 1o bear the responsibility
if democracy is jeopardised.

"They are not f(riends of
democracy thev are the en-
emntes of democracy - she said
ari! called vpon the people to

See Page 12 Col 7
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Prices of essentials. like e
ery year. have registered a
steep rise with the advent of
the holy month of Ramadan

The ( onsumers Association
of Bangladesh (( AB) yesterday
reported an 8 74 per cent rise
compared with the prices of
essentials during the months
of Ramadan last year

Prices of fish. nce and alta
Noor regtstered the highest
e Prices of fish increased
by 31.16 per cent. rice 27 71
per cent and atta flour 16 64

. per cent, the OAB study said

According 1o market
sources vesterday. prices ol
different varieties of pulses,
oil. chick peas and spices
marked on an Avprage a five Lo
ten per cent rise

Ml dealers at Moulvibazar

By Reaz Ahmad

largest wholesale market of
the country told The Daily
Star that no L/U was opened in
the last two months for im
porting edible oil as the gov
ernment had not yet lowerer
duties on oil in accordance
with its commitment

C hick pea. which is widely
consumed In the month of
Ramadan. «ould not be har
vester this yvear as almost the
whole crop was destroyed in
pest attack, traders said

The wholesale and retatil
prices ol some of the essen
tials in vesterday s market
were Sovabeen oil- Tk 46 50
per kilogram in wholesale
marketiWM|) while it
sold in retall market (RM) al
Th 50 per kg mustered oll Tk
46 per kgiWM! and Tk 56 per

in being o

' Steep rise in prices of essentials

kg (RM] dalda Tk 58 per kg
WM} and Th 68 (RM) khesari
pulse-Tk 12 per kg fWM| and
Tk 16 (RM). Mashur pulse-Tk
32 per kg (WM and Tk 36
(RM). boofigram] pulse- Tk 26
per kg (WM) and Tk 30 (RM).
Prires ol some spices.
largely consumed in Ramadan
Also went up Cardamom was
selling At Th 415 to Th 490
per kg (ol various gualities)
dried grapre Th BO per kg,
cinnamon Tk 178 per kyg.
black pepper Tk 190 per kg
Besides. powdered khesar! was
selling at Tk I8 per kg. pow
dered gram at Tk 36,
pea at Th A0, lachha shemal
(vermicellis) at Th 52 and lo-
cal sugar at Tk 30, while sugar
imported from India, Bragil

Ser Pagr 12 Col 2
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released last night.

The report also observes
that the governimment continues
to use national security laws to
detain political opponents and
other citizens without formal
charge. It notes that the gov-
ernment rarely convicts those
responsible for torture or caus-
ing unlawful death in police
custody,

On the other hand, the re-
port says there were “fewer
violent incidents in the Chit-
tagong hill racts than in the
past.” Also. “there were no
significant instances of inter-
communal violence in 1994."
The governiment took substan-
tial steps in 1994 to curb
abuse and intimidation of Ro-
hingva refugees in Bangladesh
camps, according to the re-
port. It points out that the ju-
diciary of Bangladesh, espe-
cially at the higher levels, dis-
plays a great degree of inde-
pendence

Every year the Department
of Slate prepares reports on
rcach country in the world.

The report on Bangladesh is

>ee Page 12 Col 4 ‘
Oli in Tripura to
expedite Chakma

repatriation

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Feb 1: A
Bangladesh delegation headed
by Communications Minister
Oli Ahmed this morning left
for Tripura in India through
Ramgarh check post in
Khagrachhari hill district in a
bid to restart the stalled repa-
iration ol Chakma refugees.

According to official source,
the delegation crossed the
Ramgarh border at 9:356 am
and was scheduled to return
Thursday (tomorrow) evening
through the Akhaura border
post |

The two-day visit came fol-
lowing an invitation from Tri-
pura governor Romesh Bhan-
dari, official sources said.

Olf Ahmed also the Ceon-

See Page 12 Col 3



