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Croatian Serbs refuse to
consider new peace plan

Car bomb kills 38 in
Algiers
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Saifar seeks Italian
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Air India to improve
dismal image, says
new chairman
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STOCK MARKET

DSE index B34.48 [-1.11%)
Market capitalisation Tk 40.30 billion
Turnover in volume 800
Tumover in value Tk 11.46 million
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NEWS BRIEFS

Nasiruddin made
- envoy to KSA

e government has de
cided to appoint Mir Moham-
mad Nasiruddin, Ambassador
of Bangladesh to the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia. the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs announced here
yesterday. A lawyer Mir
Nasiruddin is a jormer Mavor
of Chittagung, reports BSS

Service
extended

By Statf Correspondent

Secretary and Execulive
Chairman of the Board of In
vestment M Mokammel Hag
has been re-appointed in the
sams posi on contract basis for
one year with eflect from Jan-

uary 19 said a PID handout
vesierday

Forgery cases
agamnst 2 docs
By Staff Correspondent
Anti-Corruption Bureau yes
terday filed a case against twy
doctors for forging certificates
A PID hamdout said that the
doctor and his wife had forged
their certificates and letiers of
the Education Ministry for ob

lLaining hicher education i1
Sweden.

801 Rohingyas
return

From Our Correspeondent
COX'S BAZAR. Jan 31: An
other batch of B0l Rohingya
refugees of 147 families Was
repalriated to Myanmar across
the Nal River this morning
the total number of

returnees siands at one lakh
53 thousand and 809

Ram | Feb | Sehri | Itar
1 | 2 | 518 | 549
2 | 3 | 518 | 549
3 | 4 [ 517 580

Lat k o ugreeinent among
high 1anking leaders ol the
rulitig Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BN created an awk-
ward situation for the party
Monday in the Jatiya Sangsad
with the treasury bench di
vided on the issue of whether
Parliament should discuss the
High Court ruling. on the
Speaker.

The ruling party's whipping
was that the matter should be
discussed in Parliament 10 en-
able the Speaker to give his
deciston regarding the 147
resignation letters ol the Op-
position MPs despite a court
ruling resttaining him [rom
doing so.

MAGH 19, 1401 BS, _

By Asiuzzaman

Sieps were taken accord-
inglv and two BN MPs sub-
mitieed three nolices— two as
per Section 164 and one as

per Section 147 — of the Rules

ol Procedure (ROP). the
sources said.

Speaker Shaikh Rarzak Ali,
in a ruling Sunday. accepted
the motion under 147 of ROP,
moved by Nurul Islam Moni.
and sald that the matier would
come .up .in the House on
Monday for discussion.

After Sunday’s ruling on the
notices, it was clear that the
House would discuss the mat-
ter whether the High Court
has any jurisdiction to issue

st e nisE o the Speaker.

___DHAKA WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1995

Ruling party MPs
make a mess of it

A HC bench. i a ruling on
Januury 18, asked the Speakef
to show cause why actions
should not be taken, as re-
quired by the Copnstitution, re-
garding the resignation letters
of 147 Opposition MPs within
seven «days. The court also di-
recled the Speaker to refrain
lor an indefinite period from
giving his decision on the res-
lgnation issue. .

- The Speaker did not reply
to the show cause notices,

On Sunday Speaker Razzak
Ali sent the other notice of
Nurul Islam- Moni under Sec-
tion 164 to the parliamentary
standing commitiee on privi-

ANGE OF CT I N
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ShaRabuddin Abmed (R), on the corridors of the Supreme Cﬂurt bmldmg m t.he eity ye-sterda}r

Sec Page 12 Col 7

Habibur Rahman
takes oath as
CJ today

Star Report

Juslice Muhammad Habibur
Rahman. bettér known as M H

Rahman, takes over as the new

Chief Justice today. President
Abdur Rahman Biswas will ad-
minister his oath at nine this
morning at the Bangabhaban.

Justice M H Rahman be-
comes the seventh Chief Jus-
tice of the Bangladesh Sup-
reme Court. His predecessor
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
retired yesterday on reaching
.65 years of age.

Justice Rahman was born
onn 1 May 1930 in Murshidabad
and was educated in Calcutta,
Rajshahi, Dhaka. Oxford and
London. His father Moulvi
Zahiruddin, Biswas was alsc a
lawyer.

Before joining the High
Cuurt bar in 1964, Justice Ra-

Sec Page 12 Col B
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Hearing of writs
today

SC Correspondent

The two writ petitions re-
garding the en masse resigna-
tion of 147 Opposition mem-
bers of the Parliament will
come up for hearing today be-
lore a three-man bench of the
High Court Division.

The larger bench compris-
ing Justice AM Mahmudur
JMRakiman, Justice Kazi Ebadul
Huq and Justice Mohammad
Abdul Karim was constituted
by the Chief Justice when the
writs were referred to him by
the division bench consisting
Justice A M Mahmudur
Rahman and M Hamidul Hug

The cases were referred on
the basis of separate applica-
tions filed by opposition lead-

ers Sheikh Hasina, Moudud
Ahmed and Motiur Rahman
Nizami. who were made re
spondents along with the
Speaker, in both the wril
matiers.

| Ershad still president,

claims counsel

Advocate Mahbubur Rah-
min. senior counsel for de-
posed president Hussain Mu-
hammad Ershad. yesterday
claimed before a special court
that his client was still
‘President of the Republic”
and that the transferring of his
powers to Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed was "illegal and uncon-
stitutional.” reports BSS,

Ershad., two former air
chiels and a businessman were
in the coupt of District and
Sessions Judge and Senior
special Judge M Abdus Salam
to stand trial in a corruption
case relating (o the purchase
of radars for the Bangladesh
Air Force

Arraignment and hearing of
Ershad s bail petition were
scheduled for vesterday

Aller hearing both sides

i Lhe judge atcepled a delence

prayer for adjournment and
fixed February 14 as the nexi
date for charge hearing and
disppsal of the bail petition.
]P})ﬂwmg the bail for Ershad,
Mahbubur Rahman, who was a
minister under the deposed
ritler. satd that the transfer of
presidential powers to the
then Chiel Justice Shahab-
uddin Ahmed by way of appoin-
ting him vice president and
thereby enabling him to act as
President by Ershad was a
"violation of the Constitution
and nol covered under or hy
provision of the Constitution.
Justice Shahabuddin Ah-
med, who held an office of
profit in the service of the
Republic as a judge of the
supreme Court, was Lherefore
nol qualified or eligible to be
tlected as a member of Par.

See Page 12 Col 1

n 17 ;.,Efﬂ'r?;iff".l slice,

Israel returns Jordan's land

Cahor a e

Jorduman soldiers hoist
LD i he

day
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flag on a h.li returned by
Hashemite Kingdom m the Arava Vallev on Mon
— AFP phu-'l.ﬂ

Inl"ﬂ.f]

BEER MENUCHA, Israel.
Jan Gl Jordandan army ofli-
cers unfurled Nags and soldiers
performed an impromptu folk
dance Manday alter Israel
transferred a swath of desert
borderland to Jordan as part of
a4 peace treaty. reports AP

Israeli oificers. more “low-
key. shook hands, hopped on
their jeeps and sped away into
the dusty palley

The Israeli pullback, along a
106-mile frontier 1in the Arava
Valley completes the [lirst
phase ot Lthe peace 1reaty Israel
and Jordan signed three mon-
Lths ago

Jordaman Brig Gen Man-
sour Abu Rashid said Israel was
handing over 342 square
kilometres (132 square miles)
Monday and would withdraw
frorn about 50 square kilome-
ires (20 square miles] more by
February 10, completing the
terms of the treaty, Israeli offi-
cers could not confirm the fig
Lres

The I|sraeh lormality con
trasted with {Wiobers gala
signing of thie peace trealy. al
tended by Fresident Clinton
and carrwed hve an television
worldwide

in israel s parlgunent. op
position legislators accused
Lthe governmen! ol skirting the
law by withdrawing without
explicit legislaiive approval

‘Why did the government
rusti N carrving out an ac-
tiori which 1s against the spirit
of the law’ asked Michael
Eitan ol the Likud Vany

.(h}r-

g W —
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'Not the hustle & )

bustle of politics
for him

Justi-retired chief justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed yesterday
said that he would not join anv
political party, reports BSS.

Justice Shahabuddin Ah-
med. who retired yesterday.
said this during a meeting with
the members of the Supreme
Court Bar Association yesterday
afternoon at the bar premises.

On the last day as head of
the country's judiciary, he
said, "1 want to live a peaceful
life and write my autoblogra-
phy.” .

The president and mem-
bers ol the har assoctation ex-
changed pleasantries with the
out-going chief justice.

In the afternoon, Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed witnessed
the final of the Supreme Court:
bh.adminton championship .and
dalso distributed prizes among

See Page 12 Col 8

2 q & 1
to join
»
Biman fleet
Bangladesh Biman will pur
chiase two new A310-300 air-
buses from the manufacturer —
the Airbus Industrie, reports
B5S.
A Biman press release said
an agreement was signed be-
tween Bangladesh Biman and

the Airbus Industrie to this ef-
fect at Biman, Bhaban yester-

The government has earlier
approved the purchase.
Managing Director., Biman
Ahbab Ahmad and Regional
Group Director. Contracts Di-
vision of Atrbus Industrie
Philippe de Saint Aulaire
signed the agreement on be-
half ol their respective sides.
Secretary. Ministry ol Civil
Aviatton and Tourism Noorud-
din Almasood and French Am-
hassador to Bangladesh Jean-

See Page 12 Col 8

Businessman

murdered
By DMCH Correspondent

A businessman was hacked
o death 1n broad daylight in
ihe 'Battala” are of Hazaribagh
only yards from a police out-
post. yesterday .

The killers used sharp
weapons (o murder Moha-
mmad Mohiuddin, 30 around
| pm when he was reportedly
on way o his father-in-law s
house bv a rickshaw His wife

See Page 12 Col 4
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World Bank praises
Dhaka's performance

BySY Bakht

The économy grew by 4.6
per cent while the per capila
GDP increased by 2.4 per cent,

the per capita consumption.
rale rose by 1.1 per cent and

the rate of inflation was 1.8
per cent in 1994, according to
Jpreliminary estimates of the
World Bank. *

A recent comparative study
of the bank Indicates that
Bangladesh's economic per-
lgrmance in recent years com-

pares favourably with that of

other South Asian regional
countries in some sectors
‘while it lags behind in others.
According to the World
Bank Economic and Social
Data Base, in 1994 the prelim-
inary GDP growth rate stood at
3.0 per cent in India, 7.8 per
cent in Nepal. 3.3 per cent in
Pakistan and 5.7 per cent in

Sri Lanka while the per capita

GDFP vrowth rate was 3.0, 5.2,
0.3 and 4.2 per cent respec-
tively.

The World Bank COINpara-
tive study of socio-economic

indicators of the South Asian

countries, completed earlier
this month, says that Bangla-
desh's economic performance
compares well with other
countries in the region, but
cautions by adding that "there
is no room for complacency."
The bank notes that there
has been considerable im-

© provement in socio-econoimic

indicators in Bangladesh be-
tween 1990 and 1993. Listing
higher growth rates of GDP
and GNP per capita. increased
per capita consumptlion, im-

proved f[iscal indicators and

See Page 12 Col 3
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Opposition resignation
a conspiracy: PM

SHARISHABARI [(Jamalpur).
Jan 31: Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today said
Parliament boycott and resig-
nation are part of a deep-

-rooted conspiracy to destroy
-tlemocracy and disrupt devel-

opment activity, reports UNB.

She alleged that the con-
spiracy of various unholy forces
had started during the period
of President Ziaur Rahman
and continued il loday.

Hasina off to
Washington

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina left last night

for the United States to attend
the 43rd annual Breakfast

Prayers at the invitation of the
the House of"

Senate and

Representatives of the USA.
reports UNB.
Hasina left Dhnkq for

Washington by a Britleh™ Air-

.-I.I;_.'q;‘ﬂl"‘ l"‘ 1-\1“"} IW-‘!'
vt moember Tolael A ied.

See Page 12 Col i

Addressing a mammoth
public meeting at - Sharishabari

Reazuddin Talukder College -

grounds in the alternoon.
Begum Zia refuted the allega-
tions of the oppenents and
said only the BNP government
had established democracy in
the country and ensured peo-
ple’s right to vote and food.

Rebutting Lhe opposition
clairh that they are in a strug-

_gle for establishing the right to

food and voie, Begum Zia said
they had forgotten aboul it
while in power.

On the controversy over
[ree and fair elections, Begum

‘Zia said the government had

introduced identity card for
the voters to ensure the voting
right of everybody and to elim-
inate false voting, rigging and
corruption. '

In this context. she said the
Opposition does not ‘want the
identity card system as they

ey ekt iy habdtiated 1o

ng and other unholy prac-
lices.

Dearthoftextbooks&ue

to newsprint crisis

By Reaz Ahmad

With the firsi month of the
academic vear 1995 already
over. textbooks of many sub-
jects of the secondary scheols
are yet Lo appear in the market
due to a newsprint crisis.

Till yesterday textbooks of
all subjects of Class VI were
seen in the market, but books
of several subjects of Classes
VIL. VIl and IX were not avail-
able.

Talking to this correspon-
dent, the secretary general of
the Bangladesh Pustak Praka-
shak and Bikreta Samity
Akhlakur Rahman said 75 per
cent textbooks have so far
been supplied to the markets
and the rest 25 was under
process of printing. These will
be available very shortly. he
said.

"For publishing books ol all

52 subjects ol the secondary-
level students. we require
2100 (ons ol newsprint this
vear. The Khulna Newsprint
Mills [KNM] has so [ar sup-

plied us only 1800 1tons.”
Rahman said.
He said. the remaining

textbooks would come out as
soom as the KNM supplied the
remaining 300 tens of
newsprint.

According to market sour-
ces. science books of Class VII,
the English and Mathematics
books of Class VIl and Geo-
graphy. Elective Maths, religi-
ous studies and frst and
second parts of science books
of Class IX have not yel been
published. However, bookse-
llers expressed Lhe hope all
the books come out by mid-

See Page 12 Col 7
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Ramadan
tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

Ramalan. the  Muslim
lasting. begins in
Bangladesh tomorrow, -

- The}holy night of Shab-e-
Qadr will be observed in the
country on February 27.

After reviewing the Met
Office report and information
reaching from different dis-
irinds of the country, the
Moon-sighting . Committee
confirmed that the Ramadan
moon was not seen anywhere
in the country yesterday, and
therelore, the first of Ramadan °
will be February 2. '

The commitliee met at the
Islamic Foundation yesterday
Minister for Religious
Atlairs Mohammed Keramat AN

~in the chair.

In many Middle Eastern
Lountries fasting began from
vesterdiay,

Hazel O Leary
US Energy Secy
may pay a visit
next month

By Staff Correspondent

US Secretary of Energy Ms
Hazel O Leary is expected to
visit Bangladesh sometime in
February, it was learnt yester-
day. .

Il wau}cl be the first visit by

WO dﬂgadts
Erm? the Vit ﬁ':ﬁrﬂ.ﬂ secry-
lary of state Henry Kissinger.

The US Energy Sécretary
affl:plf:d' an invitation ex-
tended by Mimnister of State for
Planning Dr A Moyeen Khan
during a meeting held in New
York on Lhe occasionn ol the

First INGA Thorsson Memorial

Lecture on "Decommissioning
Nuclear Arsenals January 23.
Dr Khan is learnt to have
See Page 12 Col B

Fkushey book
fair begins
today

By Staff Correspondent

The Amar Ekushey Grantha
Mela 95 (book fair) begins in
the capital today.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will inaugurate the
fair at the Bangla Academy pre-
mises at 10:30am. .

State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Professot Jahanara Be-
gum will preside over the ina-
ugucal function. ;

The book fair will remain

See Page 12 Col 7

RANGS GROUP WINS FIRST PRIZE

IN DITF '95

The Dhaka International Trade Fair '95 was participated by 60 foreign and 132 local

organisations Al the conclusion of Fair on

29th instant, Rangs Group of Companies the sole

distributors in Bangladesh of Mitsubishi Motors C nmuralmn & Mitsubishi Electric Corporation of
Japan was awarded the first prize for the best perforrnanr:: of their Pavilion among the local

participants

Rangs Pavilion also included their sea fishing sector Visitors to the Pavilion were

exposed to the high technology of Mitsubishi TV, Refrigeraters, Air-Conditioners and other

house hold durables

The prize 15 being awarded by the Commerce and Information Minister Mt Shamsal
Mr Rumee A Hossain, Country Manager. RANGS

Islam to




