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Corporation who won the gold in women's 100m

hurdles on the second dgy of the national athletics championships at the Mirpur Stadium

yesterday.
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Gooch poised for one more

ADELAIDE. Jan
30: Graham Goo-
ch may still break
porne more Engl-
and Test cricket
o — = record before he
finally departs the big time at
the end of the current Ashes
series. reports Reuter.

The 41-year-old former
England skipper announced on
Sunday that he will retire from
international cricket after the
fifth Test against Australia in

Perth.
Playing in that match would

give him a record 118 appear-
ances for his country,

Already Englands record
Test scorer, Gooch moved
above Pakistans Javed Mian-
dad on Sunday as the third
highest Test run-maker of all
time with 8,869 — behind Al-

lan Border of Australia
(11.174) and India's Sunil
Gavaskar (10,122).

But his 34 in the fourth

Test at the Adelaide Oval was
exactly the kind of innings he
has come to hate and whicl
led to him making his retire-
ment decision.

'‘Getting 20s. 30s and 40s is
nol what it's about.” said ’L}ﬂﬂth
after he was dismissed by Craig

McDermott. "l was playing well

and everything felt right— but I
got out.”

“That has been he ‘story for
Gooch since he scored the last
of his 20 Test hundreds — a
double century against New
Zealand at Trent Bridge. Not-
tingham last June.

Another 17 .innings have
brought only a further 356
runs at an average of 20.94.

™1 set certain standards for
mysell and I've not been attain-
ing the level of performance |
want.” said Gooch, who first

came into the England team

nearly 20 years ago.

A fitness fanatic, Gooch has
also been finding it increas-
ingly' difficult to maintain the
peak physical condition he be-

“GRAHAM GOOCH
lieves necessary to succeed at

the highest level.
While he is poised to move

above David Gower as Eng--

land's most capped plaver,

Gooch said: "l don't play
crickel for records. | play to

win, to entertain the public
and enjoy the game.

“You wish you had done
things differently sometimes

and had more success, but
most of the time it has been
oreat.

'l suppose the biggest dis-
appointments have been losing
three World Cup finals, while
the highs were beating West
Indies in Test home and away.

‘And 1 enjoyed my 333
against India at Lord's."

England manager and
former Essex teammate, Keith
Fletcher, said: "It's sad because
Graham has had a long and dis-

- tinguished international ca-

reer. | still think he has got
some runs left in him and
there's a good chance he will
score a century at Perth.

'‘But you can't turn the
clock back and 1 think he's
probably made the right deci-
sion."

"l don't know what the fu-
ture holds, I've got other
things on my mind at the mo-
ment," said Gooch.

One thing is sure. Gooch
will be trying very bard to
make a big score in Perth. And
after a short break, he'll start
preparing as enthusiastically as
every for another season with
Essex in the English county
¢ hampionship

LEADING RUN
Former England captain Graham Gooch moved above Javed
Miandad into third place in the leading Test run-scorers’ list

during his innings of 34 in the fourth Test against Australia

LN Sunday.

Leading Test run-scorers (tabulate uhder player. country,
Tests, runs. average, cemturies scored):

Allan Border (Australia)
Sunil Gavaskar (India)
Graham Gooch (England)
Javed Miandad (Pakpstan]
Viv Richards (West Indies)
David Gower (England)
Geolfl Boycott JEngland)
Gary Sobers (West (Indies)

156 11,174 50.56 27
125 10,122 51.12 34
117 8,859 4279 20
124 B.8B32 5257 23
121 8,540 5023 24
117 8231 4425 18
108 8,114 47.72 22
93 8,032 57.78 26

BANGKOK. Jan
30: Thai Farmers
became the first
tram to retain
the Asian club
championship
when they beat Al Arabi of
Qatar 1-0 in the final at the
national stadium. Bangkok . late
Sunday, reports AFP

Thai F‘arr_nrrs, AN amateur
squad belonging (o the Bank's

N -

It was also anothér personal
triumph for the Thai club’'s 40-
vear-old coach. Chanvit
Polchivin. who was voted
coach-of-the-year 1994 by the
AFC last month.

Chanvit said: ~[It feels much
better to retain the trophy
than it did to win it for the
first time last year because of
the quality of the other three
teams who reached the semi-
linals.

Thai Farmers reap rich|

and Irom Oceania.

Chanvit admitted his team
would be scared to meet Euro-
pean champions AC Milan and
South America's world club
champions from Argentina,
Velez Sarsfield, in the same
competition.

"Obviously there is a big gap
between Asia and Europe in
terms of individual players and
lactics, but we are never going

J

* their country

Bangladesh Army domi-
nated the second day of the
43rd national athletics com-
petition at the Mirpur Stadium
yeslerday. reports BSS.

They grabbed nine gold,
nine silver and two bronze
medals at the end of the sec-
ond day followed by BJMC with
five gold, six silver and 10
bronzes and Bangladesh Navy
three gold, three silver and
one bronze respectively.

Army walked away with five
gold medals. \Mahbubul Alam
ook the gold in 20 km walk
and Rezaul Haq got the pole
vault gold. Mostafa Talukder
grabbed the gold in hammer
throw and Safiul Alam worethe
gold in discus. Mujibur
Rahman took the gold in
3.000m steeple chase.

Lubna Mahmud and Nely

Jesmin of BJMC earned goid in
400m sprint and shot put,
Navy's Abdur Rahim Naeem
and Fariduddin took gold in
400m sprint and high jump.
Firoza Khatun of BTMC
shone in the 100m hurdles.

Another blow
for NZC

WELLINGTON, Jan 30: New
Zealand Cricket suffered an-
other damaging blow in its
centenary year on Sunday
when a newspaper published a
report alleging the recent tour
of South Africa had been
marred by late night drinking
sessions and a lack of disci-
pline, reports Reuter,

A Sunday_newspaper said a
report from New Zealand di-
rector of cricket Rod Fulton

. had claimed excessive partying

had affected the team's per-
formance. New Zealand be-
came the first team this cen-
tury to lose a three-maich
series after winning the first
Test.

Three of the teant, Stephen
Fleming, Dion Nash and
Matthew Hart, were sus-
pgnded on their return for
three one-day matches against
the touring West Indians for
smoking cannabis.

In addition, coach Geoff
Howarth was sacked and re-
placed by former international
John Reid and team manager
Mike Sandlant resigned.

Fulton was unavailable for
comment but officials said they
would investigate the leaking

" of the report.

“Late nights, regular
drinking until 2 am were a
feature as they savoured the
soctal opportunities’ which are
available in South Africa.” the
newspaper guoted Fulton as
saying,

The newspaper said Fulton
had accused team members of
lacking pride ig playing for

and recom-
mended removing Ken
Rutherford as captain.

Most notably, one player
told Fulton he couldn't re-
member anything of the two
days after a party to celebrate
New Zealand's first Test win In
Johannesburg.

Asked about the newspaper
report, Rutherford said: “He
(Fulton) inferred that | didn't
put the right lines of disci-
plines across to the team and
lor him to say thal and not now
what happened is very disap-
pointing.

“it's very disappointing that
a leading member of the ad-
ministration of New Zealand
Cricket should say such a
thing. We take great pride in
playing for New Zealand.

"Our results haven't been
that good over the last mbnth
and although the country as a
whole is feeling it, I know
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Police reso

PARIS, Jan 30:
The death of a fan
rioting and police
. — intervention in
& armoured vehi-
—=sasesd  cles in Italy over-
shadowed the weekend's Eu-
ropean lootball scene already
reeling [rom the midweek
behaviour of French inter-
national Eric Cantona who
attacked a fan after being sent

i

-off in an English Premiership

clash, reports AFP.

Italian sports chiefs called a
crisis meeting after a Genoa
fan was stabbed toedeath

Sunday before the match

against AC Milan, prompting
rioting which police only
ended with armoured vehicles
and baton charges.

[talian Football Federation
president Antonio Matarrese
will meet his Olympic
(‘ommittee counterpart Mario
I'escante on Monday for urgent
talks after 25-pear-old Genoa
lan Vincenzo Spagnolo died in
hospital from knife wounds.

Pescante said: 1 have said
for some time that there was a
risk somebody could be killed.
This death will weigh heavily
on public opinion and every-
body’s conscience.”

New Prime Minister
Lamberto Dini, who last week
took over from AC Milan owner
Silvio Berlusconi-as head of the
government also asked
Interior Minister Antonio
Brancaccio to make a report to
the cabinet Monday.

Spagnola was knifed in the
stomach shortly before the
game when a group of masked

rts to using water c
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The announcement of his
death caused riots at half time
as Genoa fans, looking for re-
venge, hurled bottles and
missiles at rival supporters and
forced referee Gianni Beschin
to abandon the game with the
score at 0-0.

Some 1,000 AC Milan sup-
porters remained holed wp in
the Marassi Stadium for hours
after the match as police rein-
forced by riot squads using
tear gas and baton charges
tried to defuse the tension.

It was nearly midnight be-
fore police finally managed to
get the besieged Milan fans
into buses and on to the mo-

ltorway back home, car win-:

dows were smashed and prop-
erty damaged around Lthe sta-
dium.

The two captains, Genoa's
Vincenzo Torrente and Franco
Baresi, had unsuccessfully ap-
pealed to the 30,000 fans to
leave the stadium peacefully,

Massimiliano Maggi another
Genoa supporters with
Spagnolo’s group, suffered a
fractured skull while six other
fans were also reported to have
been injured in the rioting.

The tragedy. the sixth
death of an Italian supporter
since 1979, is just the latest in
a series of violent inciden.s
this season which have marred
[taly's international image.

A policeman was stabbed in
November and needed an
emergency stomach operation
after 300 AS Roma fans, armed
with” baseball bats and bars ri-
oted at Brescia.

Italian” ‘police chief
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annons to diuprse rioting fans after a spectator was st
to death during the Italian First Division between AC Milan and Genoa in Genoa on Jan
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Mesbahuddin Ahmed

distributing prizes among the winners of the annual sports
and cultural competition of North Goran Pre-cadet and

High School in Dhaka on Friday.

— PID photo
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abbed,

— AFP photo

weekend

Fernando Masone immediately

called for a change in the law -

to protect his officers several

- of whom had been hurt in

October during clashes be-

tween Napoli amd Bari sup-

porters and in November when
AS Roma and Lazio supporters-
hurled seats and wooden bat-

tens.

Meanwhile at the start of
December, a 19-year-old
Parma fan was stabbed when
his team played Fiorentina in
an [talian Cup quarter-final
game.

[talo Cucci, editor of Romnie
sports daily Corriera Dello
Sport, wrote in a front page
article in Monday's edition.
“"We want the state to inter-
vene.”

_ In Sunday’'s other Serie A
matches, Juventus went three
points clear at the top after a
2-1 home victory over bottom
club Berescia. ;

Veteran Gianluca Vialli hit
an ‘89th minute penalty, his
eight goal of the season, to
earn the points and stop the
rot after the side's defeats to
Cagliari and Torino.

Nearest rivals Parma could
only draw 1-1 at Cremonese,
Gianfranco Zola's spotkick just
after the break cancelled out
with 20 minutes to go by
Enrico Chiesa.

Lazio in third place crashed
to an unexpected 2-1 home
defeat against Bari Giuseppe
Singnori’'s 11th goal ‘of the
season in the final seconds lit-
Lle. comsolation after Sandro
iTovalieri's earlier double, giv-
ing him a total of 13.

AS Roma joined Lazio on 31
points with a 1-0 away win at

Foggia, courtesy of a second
minute goal [rom Argentinian
Abel Balbo.

PSG PLIGHT

In France, impetuous Daniel
Bravo was sent off for the sec-
ond match running as Monaco
blunted Maris Saint Germair’'s
French title hopes with a 2-1
victory.

Bravo sent off against lead-
ers Nantes last time out, this
time took an early bath after
56 minutes for two yellow
cards in a match in which six
other players were also

booked.
The defeat leaves Paris

Saint Germain in third on 41
points, ten behind Nantes with
15 matches to play.’
International left winger
David Ginola, who has made
his peace with Fernandez
after a -war of words over his
poor form. opened the scoring
on the half hour with a neat
control and left foot drive into
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Pakistan to tour
L4 ¥

WELLINGTON. Jan 30:
Pakistan will make a short tour
of New Zealand in December,
New Zealand Cricket (NZC)
said on Monday. reports
Reuter. "

They will play one Test and
four one-day internationals as
part of the build-up for the
1996 World Cup in India,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

New Zeland had been nego-
tiating with West Indies, cur-

rently on tour here, but were
declined. ‘

NZC alsu. announced that -

Zimbabwe will tour in January
and February, 1996, playing
two Tests and three one-day
internationals. Apart from play-
ing here in the 1992 World
Cup. this will be Zimbabwe's
first full tour of New Zealand.

SkyDome Cup
Portugal's

TORONTO, Jan 30: Paulo
Alves drilled home a stunning
volley in the 89th minute
Sunday to give Portugal a 1-0
viclory over Denmark in the
finale of the inaugural
SkyDome Cup, repérts AP.

The Portuguese had the
Danish defenders under almost
constant pressure in the final
10 minutes of the game.,

The roar of the partisan
crowd of 23,723, drawn
mainly from Toronto's large
Portuguese community, rever-
berated” off the roof of the
domed stadluin when Alves
scored.

"We wanted to show the

immigrant Portuguese we are a -

good team." said Portugal man-
ager Antonio Oliveira,

The game-winning play
started when forward Pedro
ran down a ball on the flank
just before it rolled over the
touchline and delivered a per-
fect cross.into box. Alves
struck the ball just before it hit
the artificial turf. -

Danish keeper Mogens -
Krogh got a hand on the ball "
but it wasn't enough to keep it

I

out.

Denmark had beaten Canada-

1-O to open the tournament .

and only needed a draw to win.

the Cup, Canada and Portugal

had drawn 1-1.

“It's always a pMy when #"lJL

team scores a goal in the last’
minute,” said Danish |
Richard Moller Neilsen.

Neither side fielded its top

international lineup.

Foreign-based players were
not selected for the tourna-
menil as bolth managers used

players from the domestic
leagues idle for the winter
break. - "

Portugal had. two other
clear scoring chances in the
inal minutes but both Alves
and Nelo, on a penalty kick
from just outside the box,
couldn't finish effectively.

Krogh made a save on
Nelo's low shot through the
wall while Alves took a pass at
the top of thé box turned to
his right to create space but
sguandered the chance when
he shot high.

The game also marked the
first time a woman has offici-
ated a full international match
in Canada. Sonia Denoncourt of
Montreal was one of the the li-
nesmen. -

Jackpot

LAS VEGAS, Jan 30: A gam-
bler is dlrs 300.000 richer
after betting dirs 2.4 million
on the San Francisco 49ers to
win the supper Bowl on
Sunday, more than double the
record sports wager in the

]

to close it if we don't play the right hand corner. United States, reports AP.
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