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Thus Far, No Further

The Jativa Sangsad vesterday began discussing
the High Court ruling on the Speaker to judge
whether it breached the members' privileges and
infringed on the sovereignty of the House.
Noticeably, the motion has been taken up on the
expiry of the ten-day period for which the
Speaker was to restrain himself from delivering
his decision on the en masse resignation of the
opposition.

Needless to labour the point that the discus-
sants are well aware of the fact that the country is
smarting under a very grave political crisis. At a
time like this what should be far from the peo-
ple's mind would be any dangerous drift into a
constitutional quagmire which is bound to hap-
pen if the parliament engages itself in a tug of
war over a sensitive but peripheral issue. It is ob-
vious that if the Speaker had acted promptly the
HC ruling would have been automatically averted.
We are not questioning his intent but merely
pointing at the fortuitous nature of things that
once complicated the matter and can compound
it further if discretion is thrown to the winds. To
be on a sentimental ego trip over a judicial em-
bargo and bring two major organs of the state
into confrontation will be a fresh blow dealt to
our already troubled democratic institutions. It is
neither healthy nor desirable.

To our understanding, which is strongly
premised on the country's Constitution, the
Parliament is the sovereign legislative authority
while the judiciary is an independent entity with
full authority to interpret the Constitution, as and
when required. They derive their respective au-
thorities from the Constitution of the country. All
this is a matter of substance and not of form so
that it is hardly subject to the whims and caprice
of individuals. Personalities do not matter here;
only the system, as envisaged in the Constitution.
* We are all for the parliament's sovereignty in law-
making which even includes its all-encompassing
power to bring statutory amendments in the
Constitution itself with the required two-thirds
majority, as a mark of people's sovereignty
vesting in it. We are urging the avoidance of any
deterioration in the harmonious relationship be-
tween two vital organs of the Republic.

Therefore, the current debate in the parlia-
ment should be a brief and not a sour affair, and
by no stretch of imagination should it be judi-

ciary-bashing.
Something Horrific

In a state where there is penal provision for
stoning so-called recalcitrant women and flogging
errant men for what is supposed to be sexually
deviant behavior, incredible figures have come to

t. There a woman is raped every three hours
and half of these victims are children.

In that nation three girls were kidnapped ev-
eryday and only one of them was recovered. Girls
were being bought and sold at a price ranging
from Rs. 4000 to 25000. This horror picture has
been painted by a Pakistani human rights group —
of the situdtion there. So, very obviously obsession
with religion understandably to improve man and
society in their inner bearings as well as in outer
social conduct, has failed to influence the quality
of the human condition and the quality of
individuals there. There is unmistakable irony in
the fact that the fundamentalists have almost a
fixation about gender crimes and the mission of
most of their lives is to exorcise from society
what they think as gender-related sin — and in-
that society
molested every year.

Bangladesh, where the state and the society
suffer from far less religious pretension, hasn't
proved an angel on the score. Gender-related vio-
lent crimes are ever on the’ increase. How then
shoula we claim that our political and socio-cul-
tural preference for not invoking and involving
religion in everything under the sun is a superior
way — socially and morally? _

Crime against women and its growing inci-
dence are a complex phenomenon originaling
mostly from norms. values and laws and a socio-
economic system weighted grossly against
women. Things could improve remarkably if the
state were a little more effective and governance
more efficient. | '

Loss of a Friend
In the passing away of James P Grant,
Bangladesh has lost a friend and the UNICEF a
living role model for inspiration and guidance. As

he retired only a few days ago, was it that he had
premwonition of the imminent demise that only a

few get as a God-given reward for their life-long

services for the cause of humanity? It is indeed
the humanity that today feels so empty in its very
soul- for the man who engrossed himself in the
unique task of faking the children to the centre-
stage of global attention and national planning
concerns. ' '

With the child came the mother, and with the
child and the mother in tow, the whole gamut of
' socio-economic environment and the question of
women's empowerment emerged on the frontline
of UNICEF's work, which in turn, got translated
into national agenda of many Third World coun-
tries. All this because of James P Grant's role.
Such a deep and all-out approach to children's
welfare gave the UNICEF not only a fresh sense of
direction and, with that, the right motivation but
endowed it also with a life-like image.

Bangladesh's suffering children and mothers
were nearest to his heart. It was at his behest
that we received unrelenting international sup-
port and recognition for our own work in com-
bating iodine deficiency, and in immunizing our
children against deadly diseases. :

The greatest tribute that we can pay to his
memory is by intensifying the implementation of,
— Grant's greatest achievement — the Charter of
Children's Rights which was adopted at the World
Summit for Children in 1990.

1500 children should be sexually
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certain vew lound
efficacy of SAARC is
wafting the SerSes

The number and [requency of
the highest-level bilateral visits
in the region which would
have kept low without the
promptings of SAARC have
markedly increased lately,
Swathed in an organised re-
gional spirit. these are being
colourful. popular in the host
countries and pleasantly umn-
stressful as to who might read
what into these.

What was regarded in cer-
taln circles at the SAARC's
pre-dawn time as the sup-
posed ganging up of smaller
nations in South Asia againsi
the big neighbour India has
sobered down into a new reali-
sation: The regional spirit has
practical values ol the last re-

sort. for the big and the small
both Whether this is openly
spoken ol or not, SAARC is
serving as something ol a life

line of communication be
Ilween its member-states, al-
ways Lhere to be banked upon
shouldd normal bilateral chan

nels choke up as it occasionally
happens between India and
Pakistan in particular On a
wider scale, after the Ayodhya
incident had triggered a ter-
rible backlash acrouss the re-
gion rocking the continuity of
the SAARC s annual summitry
cycles. two things happened as
blessings in disguise. First. the
regional forum's informal bi-
lateral retreats away from the
conference hall proved re-
markably opportune for the

EADERS of the political

parties as well as all

communities should
recognise the limits of going
too lar. An acknowledgment of
the limits may be an asset
itself if the parties caught in
the brawl are to succeed in the
power struggle. Not since
1991 had this country been so
hartals and
protests. The speciacle of train

~stations, market places and
Govt. ollices. industrial plants
and also streets piled high

witli uncollecled garbages be-
lies the- expectation ol the
people. Indeed (he heady op-
timism ol just a year ago has
been dampened by plummet-
ing exporis, rising inflation
and the threat of a return of
political instability of the past.

Over the past ten months
the country has experienced a
biiter struggle beiween the
two major political parties that
ultimately bred pessimism and
total frustration in its people.
Indeed, the spectire of a return
to the "bad old days" now
looms large. The ruling party's
intransigence to accept the
proposal ol the caretaker govi
and the opposition's uncom-
promising attitude only signals
that an inevitable political cri-
sis was already waiting in the
Wings.

‘We are vyet lo realise the
critical situation the "country
will be facing in about a few
months for-the long spell of
drought in the northern region
which cut down' the Aman
production of rice by 30%.
What the country can boast of
is an import oriented and
rather sinuggling-fed economy.
From salt to sugar including
onion, potato, pulse — all these
food materials have to be im-
ported to put people on sur-
vival level. However, the coun-
try can boast some undeniable
successes. The productivity in-
creases of Bangladeshi work-
ers, for instance. now rival that
ol those Japanesc., Chinese or
Taiwanese. ~

But unsurprisingly. there,
are signs of disenchantment,
even weariness, among the
public at large. Even more dis-
tressing, people in the country
have awakened from the
euphoria of their much talked
of economic miracle to dis-
cover that many things are as
bad as ever, particularly cor-
ruption and inefficiency. One is
led to conclude that the coun-
try is coming apart at the
seams, not because of the fi-
nancial constraints and lack of
initiative of people, as was

More than a SAARC Visit

by Shah Husain Imam

There is a fund of goodwill in Bangladesh for the people of Sri Lanka for their remarkable capacity to live with
nmﬁwwm.mmmmmqmmm literacy , high international profile
for erudition and expertise, great tourist attraction and reasonably good per capita income had made s

unwinding and explaining ex
ercises. Two. the annual sum-
mitry was spaced as a two
yearly event in a blended
recognition of the domestic
preoccupations of the heads of
government and state and the
need for maturation at other
levels before going for a meet
at the summit

To make up for any loss in
meaningful contacts during the
intervening period it was de
cided 1o have as many bilateral
visits in South Asia as could be
arranged at the mutual conve-
nience of each other

India stands to gain by
weather-taking of the regional
imwood. as duo pvrhagﬁ the
others. not having the bilateral
visits themselves at a particu
lar point in time. through all
the person-lo-person meets at
the heads of government or
siate levels between the re-
maining SAARC partners.
There may be a reference on
such on occasion to an issue
strictly falling outside the
agreed purview of the SAARC
but this would deserve to be
noted, nonetheless for its

strong topical nature.

Each set of bilateral ties in
the South Asia region is dis-
tinct from the rest. Con-
currently. the new feature to
the SAARC seems to be the
gradual evaporation of differ-
ences between the bilateral
and the regional resulting from
a realisation that the former
can affect the latter if it gets
mired In irritation. This may
be accepted as part of SAARC s
maturation

Begum Zias Colombo visit
at the invitation of Sri Lankan
President Chandrika Kumara-
tunga. however, fell in a
cilegory of its own: for: [a) she
was naking a farewell trip to
'hit country  as the SAARC
¢ Inurperson before passing the

gavel to the Indian Prime
Minister in April this year;
and (b) Sri Lanka and

Bangladesh are magic names (o
each other by virtue of com-
mon historical antecedents
and close affinities in the man-
scapes and the life-styles of
the two peoples.

The SAARC part of the out-
come of the visit is summed up

through the expression of sai
isfaction over the emphasis
placed on the core areas of
poverty alleviation and trade
liberalisation since the last
summit in Dhaka As for
SAPTA. the process of deci-
sion-making on the merchan-
dise lists needs (o be expe-
dited On poverty eradication.
let there be exchanges of NGO
experiences between our two
countries in the knowledge
that the Janasaviya pro-
grammes in Sri Lanka have
met with a great success like
some of our own.

For a spurt in economic co-
operation between the two
countries which are geograph-
ically far apart. the sieps en-
visaged in the Jt. Commu:
nique need to be synchronised
for the totality of the desired
effect.

The existing decisions of
the Jt Economic Commission
are to be implemented as soon
as possible. An early meet of
the commission as envisioned
in the first half of this year
looks promising on this score
The trading in jute products

has to be organised Plantation

cooperational wails promoting
The private sectors have to be
brought in touch with each on

a regular basis for joint venture

projects to materials. The de-
cisions to have executive pro-
grammes for cultural cooper-
ation for three
years and organise the ex-
changes of visits at different
levels augur well cross-cultur-
ally. Above all. the direct air-
link can bring men and mat-
lers close.

There is a fund of goodwill

in Bangladesh for the people of

Sri Lanka for their remarkable
capacity to live with extreme
political turbulence The
country, once the picture of
tranquility, literacy . high in-
ternational profile for erudi-
tion and expertise great
tourist attraction and reason-
ably goed per capita income

had made us bemoan its image

turned upside down through
protracted ethnic violence.
The whirlwind
reaping until the other day has
lost some of its gale force as
Chandrika Kumaratunga lead-

A Cataclysmic Future Awaits the Land
that Once Burst with Promise?

by Md Asadullah Khan

w
Over the past ten months the country has experienced a bitter struggle between the two major political parties
that ultimately bred pessimism and total frustration in its people. Indeed, the spectre of a return to the 'bad
old days' now looms large.

once feared, but because of the
political follies, foibles and bu-
reaucratic snags. Reports ap-
pearing in the dailles about the
everyday struggle of the people
in particular to get business
permits, gas, electricity and
water connections in the con-
struction premises or residen-
tial houses, tax payments and
the like, suggest that we are
on the terrain of bureaucratic
sadism. Horror stories abound,
especially in the health and
education sector. Hospital ad-
mission seems to be a fierce
fight, forcing a patient to wait
for a hospital bed for three to
four months. Even when the
patient is admitted and an ur-
gent operation has to be déne.
it is very likely that medicines
and other appliances have to
be re-imbursed from outside.
In getting a file for any work
move from one table to the
other, in any office, a pay-off
helps quick movement. In a
word, the kickback syndrome,
the entrenched system of
bribery has flourished to an
epic proportion. _
Despite the relentless effort
and sacrifices made by the
people, the country remains a
struggling poor in Asia. Mod-
ernisation has brought elec-
tricity to the nook and corner
of the country, even to the far-
thest outlying areas though
most Bangladeshis to this day
live by subsistence farming.
Industrial growth has been
most slow because of commu-

iication hazard, inexperience
of Lthe entrepreneurs. lack of

initiative to explore market
and create marketability by ad-
vertising the 'quality’ of the
goods. There has been mush-
room growth of schools and
colleges, .but ‘literacy rate
hovers around somewhat 20%
although officially claimed as
35%. Average life expectancy
stands at 40 years, infant mor-
tality is still high and such dis-
eass as tuberculosis, diarrhea
and rheumatic fever are still
taking a heavy toll.

The country has a m
problems which should be

yriad of .

projected without resérvation.
At the same time, both Govt
agencies and NGOs who are
working relentlessly to allevi-
ate poverty and spread educa-
tion should mount an aggres-
sive attack on these problems.

As it appears. of the total
120 million population., about
50 million work as a labour
force of which 70% on agricul-
ture, 14% on industries and
21% on other jobs and about
3% never-working. Half of the
work force in the country are
victims of malnutrition. They
have ceased to contribute any-
thing worthwhile in the na-
tional perspective. Hunger and
malnutrition have sapped them
of~their vitality, talent and
productivity. Foodgrain pro-
duction which has to 1
crore 85 lakh tons from 97
lakh tons in the late sixties
can't keep pace with popula-
tion pressure. The result has
been extremely frustrating.
Availability of food to rural
population has come down to
48% from the mark of 57% in
the late 1988-89. Levels of
poverty both in the villages and
cities have registered a sharp
rise. Compounding with this is
the grim scenario that avail-
ability of food to female popula-

tiornn is about 20% less Lhan -

that to the male population. In
the health sector, percentage
expenditure on the male popu-
lation stands at 50 while lor
the female population it is a

slaggering low of 10. Precisely
told, about 70% of the popula-

tion do not gel any health care
services, They have Just
thrown themselves firstly in
the hands of the quacks and
then to the mercy of Allah, as
much as it is borne out by a re-
cent report in a vernacular
daily that a patient with com-
plaints of severe stomachpain
in some areas of Barisal was
operated upon by a village
quack and the fate of the pa-
tient has been that one can
expect in such circumstances.

The Industries sector un-
folds a much more grim and

——
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fairplay, at least

Sir, Some years back when
the Link Road connecting
Agargaon and Mirpur (Sec 10
Golchakkar) was under con-
struction, the then President

paid a visit to the site and
asked the relevant authority to
complete the work on emer-
gency basis. A news item then
published in the media stated
that the road when completed
will enable people to travel be-
tween Mirpur and Farm Gate
in a short time and at a lesser
expense.

No doubt a short time is
now consumed to cover the
distance and at relatively small
fuel. consumption, but the
transport people [(BRTC,
BIKALPA. privaie minibus etc)
are charging the same fare as
was in vogue earlier for the
journey from Farm Gate to Sec.
100 via Asad Gate and
Technical. It is a matter of
dismay that the expectation as
expressed in the Press Note
about lesser expense, was lost
sight of and no authorities
bothered on the gquestion
thereafter.

It is, therefore. necessary
that a reasonable [are based
upon distance should be fixed
not only for this route. but also
elsewhere, where such anoma-

==

lies exist on this ac;:uun_tp And
that transport people are made
to lollow the same with all

- rigidity. This is also very much

necessary for the sake of
equity, justice and fairplay.

M Hossain

" Mirpur, Dhaka

. Calcutta and the
Ganges water

Sir, The old and harridan
Calcutta is dying. In 1687 the
British East India Company
took on lease two small villages
Sutanati and Govindpur, latter
known as Calcutta, at a lower-
down of the Hoogly river from
the Moghuls at a rent of Rupee
1200/- and established them-
selves there.

After the battle of Palassey
in 1757, Calcutta became the
de facto capital of Bengal
Although the British con
quered Delhi in the year 1804
Caleiitta remained as the capi
tal of British India ull 1931
when the capital was shilied to
New Delhi.

Following the partition of
the sub-continent 1o 1947 ( al

cutta became the capital ol the
province of West Bengal of
dependent lndia

Calcutta has been the major
sea port of India since the
1 7th century. But due to con-
tinuous siltation in the river
Hoogly for over last two hun-
dred vears the navigation and
operation of Calcutta port has
become very difficult.

The longevity of Calcutta
port is over, long ago, but New
Delhi insists on keeping it
alive by artificial means. con-
structing Farakka Barrage.
unilateral withdrawal of the
Ganges river water flowing to
Bangladesh and diverting it to
Hoogly river. But the Hoogly
river could not be forced upon
o navigate Calcutta port
against the will of the nature.

Like Shakespeare s Macbeth
"All the perfume of Arabia will
not sweeten this little hand” it
is now perhaps being whis
pered In New Delhi "All the
water of the Ganges river can
not sa:« Calcutta’

We would like to advise the

Indian leaders 1o accept the
reqality without fturther delay.
build a new sea port for Wesl
Bengal preferably in neighb

ouring Orissa province, and
allow the Ganges river flow its
natural way for  the sake ol
natural justice

(3 H Kahir
Daker— 1 2604
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bleak scenario. Almost as many
as 5500 industrial plants and
factories have been closed
down since now. The produc-
tion of jute, once the golden
fibre of Bangladesh, has
dropped alarmingly throwing a
vast chunk ol workers into to-
tal joblessness. Against such a
backdrop of frustrating sce-

- nario, there is one silver lining

that the female population,
about 80% of the assumed fe-
male workforce, has joined the
"Readymade garment” indus-
tries. But reports of exploita-
tion and violation of women's
rights and honour in.this sec-
tor also fill the pages of news-
papers with a searing image.
&DP growth which is hovering
over 4% can't be claimed as
anything spectacular as, ac-
cording to the economic indi-
cator, any growth factor less
than 7% can't spur national
development.

Much of the foreign ex-

change reserve that has landed
in state's coffers and that has
given us a sense of compla-
cency will, in the short run, be
needed to finance national
spending programmes. Much
of it will be going in subsidies
to the farmers who had fallen
vietim te the wrath of the na-
ture last year and to prop up

faltering state enterprises.
lights
flashing in the form of large

Now with warning

foreigrn debt and the highest

unemployment rate, the gov-
ernment must he mending its

WHYS.

‘Situation as it stands todav

calls for pragmatism and sern

sibility that must prevail in all

of us concerned with the wel-

fare of the country. Is it that by
the

our f[rivolous activities
saner world will be lost to in-
sanity? Do we have time to re-
alise that the misery and suf-

fering of the people living in

the [ar northern region of the

country are the worst in this
winter? They have hardly any

*winter clothing and comfort-

able houses to protect them
from the biting cold. These
peaple have only death to look

forward to.
Despite all possible efforts

from all pressible quarters to

resolve the political impasse,

the country seems Lo be poised

for an institutional breakdown.

It is worth recalling that long

ago the great Bengali Poet
Tagore called this land Sonar
Bangla'. In those days this
country would have qualified
lor Tagore's exuberant charac-

terisation. The optimism of

this countre’'s pocts. litlera-

successive

they were

ing the People's Alliance Party
loriginally left-leaning but now
reformist)] through the crest of
historic electoral victories over
the 17-year long invincible-
looking UNP (centrist party)
has spread an olive branch to
the LTTE. She won a mandate
for the peace initiative with
the Tamil Tigers both at the
parliamentary and the presi-
dential polls, in the last one
she having won hands down
with 63 per cent popular sup-
port against the assassinated
Dissenayake s widow. Another
significant feature of the well-
rounded electoral verdict is
the mandate she has got to di-
vest the Presidency of all its
executive powers and Lransfer
these to the Prime Minister as
in a revived Parliamentary sys-

tem of government.

Ethnically we are luckier
than Chandrika for the homo-
geneous society we broadly
have. But that her great agenda
for national reconciliation are
indicative of her statesmanship
gualities is evident in the fact
that although there are seven
hundred thousand rebels
among a two and a half milkion
Tamil population. she is not
committing her predecessors’
folly of ignoring them. The ma-
jority Sinhalese fatigued by an
internal war, are solidly behind
ber. Her persevering with the
LTTE and the latter's quick
grasp of her sincerity in
resolving the differences with
them are lessons in political
science, .

teurs and leaders seemed
bmindless Because Lhis coun-
try had vast mellow paddy
fields. lush green forests and
waler bodies abound with fish.
lts economic future appeared
assured [t was believed thal
the new generation of leader-
ship would engender beneve-
lent national policies. elicit en-
thusiastic public participation
in nation building and con-
vince the industrialised coun-
iries of the west to provide
aid. technology and technical
expertise 10 a country yearming
Lo develop itself. The dreams
have largely been disinte-
grated. The visions of hope and
dlory are clouded with
widespread despair and disil-
lusionment. The epithet
‘Sonar Bangla®™ has dissolved
into tears of misery. This
country has now turmed into a
sad. bitter region marked by
hatred. bloodshed. rivalry and
also religious bigotry. The pre-
sent leaders must contend
with a terrible truth: social and
economic signals point to a
cataclysmic future for a land
that once fairly burst with
promise.

Unsurprisingly. during the
last one year. things have
taken a preity bad shape and
the return to crisis manage-
ment in recent times after a
season of somewhat stability
has touched off questions of
culltidence about the nation's
leadership. Bul people at large
in the country are still hopeiul
thal they will find a way out of
the current malaise. We, how-
ever, must not forget that this
courmtry brings out its best at
times of uncertainty and diffi-
culty. But seemingly frustration
Is also lurking in. People have
grown weary of the political
parties.

OPINION

Ganges Waterflow, the Tailender's Woes

The intransigence on the
parit of the Indian politicians,
in spite of their credentials as
the proponents of the Nen-
aligned Movement/Third Worl-
dism, in thwarting Bangla-
desh’'s legitimate claims to
Ganges water inflow is vastly
condemnable. That this inhu-
man act is in periect contra-
vention of the established
norms, conventions and pro-

ceedings, not to mention of a -

brazen effrontery (o a
sovereign Third World neigh-
bour, is genuinely a source ol
righteous indignation. [t is a
hopeful sign, though, that the
intellectuals aof the two neigh-
bouring countries have started
lo ponder about the implica-
tions of this belligerent postur-
ing, as the dismal condition in
the neighty rivers and the river
basins has become a curse-
come-true to the people of this
riverine land.

Thus Bangladesh's vital in-
tercsis are in a dreal jeopardy.
Believably. 1he inastenninds of
this coutrnmcly Agaist Molher
Nalure Mave becen suthsnimed by
A desperate craving Lo ==l o
preponderanl inthe o
near abroad.

The facts atiel fioures are
graphically abysmal: many ol
the rivers flowing through the
northern and the southern
districts run dry even after the
lean season. Downstream of
the Farakka K walerflow has
been detected as around
10,000 cusecs whilst flow 1s
supposed to be around 60 000
CUsecs. ;

Reportedly. the irrigation
projects are the hardest hit
targetls and are increasingly
bhecoming non-operable The
iggest irrigation project, the
(iK project, Is one of the vi
Lims. Salinity ol water 1s cross
ing the critical limits due Lo
the inflow of brackish water
from the Bay ol Bengal the sea
Wiler Il rusion Qeourring
theretofore has driven the
sweel waler fishes 1o exliine
tion Soil is beconung salinated
and |Is losing arableness A
huge loss s being ineured It

ity e

{IubertancinSa:#ar
is logical that the people of
Bangladesh should consider
Farakka as nothing other than
a pressing anathema. Ecologi-
cal degradation thus resulted
is enormous.

Mentionably, until recently,
Bangladesh had been pursuing
a completely bilateral approach
in negotiating the legitimate
rights of Ganges waterflow and
the outcome had been almost
invariably a gesounding naught.
Hence. a realisation has
dawned that a multilateral ap-
proach is needed urgently to
address the squeezing crises
from that barrage-system.

5o far, Bangladesh's pro-
tests were very mild in terms

of the harms committed
against her vital interests.
Even then, the cynics and

skeptics argue that Bangla-
desh’'s exposure to the
international authorities is too
loud and too bold.

The skeptics and the cynics
seen to argue that Bangladesh
must appease the political ma-
chinists of India and musl
never raise protests even il she
sieals or robs. the motive be-
hind these outpourings is not
holy or hidden: after all the
economic and political Lenglis
that are to be gained il s
deltaic region's allegiance can
be commanded. predictably.
are not that negligible as are
being projected

Hence. multilateralisin is
the only option open for
Hangladesh Yes, Bangladesh
needs help from the mighty
countries ol the world in ex
cess of her relationship with
her mighty neighbour Hope
fully it will prove to be the
genuine sleeper in bringing a
redemptive outcome The
green  activisis around ihe
wolld also may be asked 1o
look into this grave environ
menial devastation

In the meantime, Lhe larce
ol leading the avidly aostenta
Hous long marches to Farakka
should come to a definite end
the urgendcies and the current

situation demand no more
misstepping. While Bangladesh
should not be in any way sub-
inissive, Bangladesh's friendly
gestures to Indian people must
stay put. We should also seek
divine mandate so that good
senses prevail on the machin-
ists and they refrain from this
unconscionable deed. The ap-
proach should not be that of a
deaf-mute when anti-dumping
tactics are applied in trade re-
lations, not be that of a pur-
blind when criminal networks
are being thrust into the geo-
political boundaries.

Multilateral approach would
be the starting-point for set-
Ling out into socio-economi-
cally rewarding journeys in
versatile ways, in addition of
the possible vindication of the
Farakka related crisis. Before
that. all-out efforts should be
made so that hostile propa-
ganda do not succeed in deni-
grating the country-portrait.
the narrowsightedness musi
be spurned and the unruly
must be stopped. Redress
must be sought from the in
ternational authorities and the
friends amongst the ASEAN
and the West must he re-
(quested to lend helping hands
in the nation -building activy
ties

It is a sad thing that the
champions of Third Worldisn
must not feel any remorse in

putting their third world
brethren into dire straits and
also must practise nothing be
yond spouting out all a-clam
ouring anti West, anti rich
pontifications However it 1s
no time for lamentation a
sovereign country should be
sovereign in all possible ways

in cultural soctal, econoai
ways apart trom meeting the
geo political ends  And  the
offsprings of the sul should
sirive (o liberale thenselves
from all subjugations and
shiould never keep away [roun
making Miends in all possible
ways rather than sacrificing
sell dignity and  looking
iably 1o the next door neigh
bwwiirs




