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' Karens vow to continue

Last-ditch search
for victims

Reform panel recommends

T

=== ————————

View of the Semne at the Pont de L'Alma in Paris on Friday.

Large parts of northwest Europe were under water as rivers
rose under the pressure of heavy rains. The Seine river rose
to more than four metres in central Paris, where riverside

expressways have been flooded for two days.

. L 3
Mahathir in Manila: Malaysia's Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad. who arrives in the Philippines
Saturday. says ties between Kuala Lumpur and Manila have
warmed considerably, despite last year's roundup Pf Filipina
maids in Malaysia, Reuter reports from Manila. ;

M. hathir said in a television interview, aired on Friday
evening,  that relations improved after Philippine President

— AFP photo

BANGKOK. Jan 28: Once
powerful Karen rebels formally
announced the fall of their
headquarters but vowed Satur-
day to continue their 46-year

insurgency against the central

Myanmar government. reports
AP. ' .
- The Karen National Union,
the, political organisation of the
ethnic insurgency, said Maner-
plaw. the headqugrters, was
_abandoned as four Myanmar
" divisions closed in from three

sides and artillery fire rained'

_down on the camp.

Reports from the area said
Lthe Karen torched buildings
and rice stocks as they pulled
out Thursday to regroup in
other areas along the Thai-
Myanmer border. -

Manerplaw had served as

|struggle despite fall of HQ

"Under intense artillery at-
tacks it became clear that
Minerplaw could only be de-
lended with heavy casualties,”
said a Karen statement re-
ceived Saturday. .

The rebels have refused to
say hdw many casualties they
sullered.

"“The [all of Manerplaw,
while representing a military

- setback. does not weaken the
KNU's determination to con-
tinue the struggle for genuine
peace, democracy and [reedom
for all” Myanmar's people's,
with emphasis on political
means.” il said. Fighting is ex-
pected, to continue as the
Myanmar attempt to wipe out
the few remaining bases of the
Karen and allied. pro-demeoc-
racy groups along the frontier,

Earlier the KNU said some
15.000 Myanmar troops,
backed by about 50 armored
personnel carriers recently
purchised from China, had
taken part in the assaull on I

their last major stronghold.

Manerplaw is located on the
border-marking Moei " River,
240 kilometres (150 miles)
easl of the Myanmar capital of
Yangon. .

In Yangon, |'Elr:l'.u:rrlmi:l'lt mil-
itary” sources Friday confirmed
the rebel base had fallen. but
said it had been taken over by
‘a break-away Buddhist faction }
ol the Christian-led KNU,
backed by Myanmar troops.
The sources, in keeping with
the usual practice in the mili-
tary-run regime, spoke on

“condition of anonymity.

'] der the wreckage of collapsed

- with a large number of old

in Kobe ._
KOBE, Jan 28: Fifteen thou- |
sand police and soldiers car-

ried Ehnvals_ into the earth: |
quake-shattered area around I

Kobe on Saturday to begin a
last-ditch search for people
still missing, reports Reuter,
By Saturday morning, the
earthquake had killed 5.090
pcup}c since it struck on
January 17, but police said 29
people still recorded as miss-
ing were believed trapped un-

homes and buildings. -
Many of the new ‘rescue

workers ' were mobilised in I

Kobe's Nagata Ward, and area
wooden houses that was dam-

' aged worst by the quake and is l

home to more than half of
those reported missing.

Sixteen tﬁuuaand.; relief

end of veto in UNSC

DAVOS, Switzerland, Jan
28: As part of a reform of the
United Nations, the Security
Council should increase its
membership by 65 per cent
while the United States and
other permanent members
phase out their own veto ri-
ghts, Swedish Prime Minister
ingvar Carlsson said Friday.
reports AP, :

Carlsson, co-chairman of a
panel of diplomats and inter-
national leaders, told The
Associated Press that the
group recommends the 15-
member Securily Council
should be increased as soon as

possible to 23 members to °

make the body more represen-
Ltative,

 The United Nations also
should form a 10,000-mem-
bers rapid deployment force to

grown dramatically since a
relative handful of nations

“lormed the world body at the

end of World War 11 and se-
lected the Soviet -Unien, China,
Britain, France and the United
Slates as permanent members
of the council, the panel said.
‘'We live in different world
today.” said Carlsson. "It's im-

portant to bring in some new
cpuntries.”

The panel recommends .
creating a new class of "stan-
ding” members who would be
added to the permanent five.
This would include two indus-
trialised countries, and bne
from Latin America and one
from Asia, he said,

The panel declined to name
who should be mem-

bers. but it has been widely

heaflquarters for 21 years of Foreign aid agencies esti- The Karen have been fight- | workers have been working in | De dispatched quickly to world  Suggested that Germany,
what is ome of the world's mated. that between 5,000 to ing lor greater 4ulnnnmy since | (he disaster zone, searching trouble spots, the panel said in Japan, India and Brazil should
longest running insurgencies. 10,000 rel‘uﬁets have crossed 1948. The group, which has | [or people as well as carrying | !!s report Thursday to UN be included.

Its capture is regarded as a  the border into Thailand, Aid +4.000 troops. is the largest | out other relief work, a police | Secretary-General Boutros The group said it would be a

major victory for Myanmar's
ruling junta, which. has suc-

cessfully stamped out or nego-’

tinted the end of a welter of
insurgencies.

Top leaders
meet Deng

BEIWJING. Jan 28: China's
senior leader Deng Xiaoping
met the country's top leaders
and asked them to convey his
greetings to the country for
the Chinese New Year. an offi-
cial report said Saturday. re-

The report by the Xinhua
News Agency followed foreign
press reports in recent weeks
that Deng. who is 90, was
critically ill.

Deng is known in China as
the great architect” of the

country's economic reforms

and opening to the outside
world beginning in the late
1970s.

Chinese officials have main-
tained Deng is healthy. But his
gaughter. Deng
quoted earlier this month as

s.aving his health had declined |

and he could no longer walk or

Rong. was.

|

sources said they had been
told by Thai authorities thai
the refugees would be allowed
to remain in the country tem-
porarily.

and most important insur-
gency fighting the junta.
The Karen had offered late

last year to negotiate an end to
the war with Yangon

spokesman said.

However, mo survivor has

- been found since Saturday last

week, four days after the tre-
mor struck. :

A Chechen womsan sits by her child,

Boutros-Ghali at the start of
the annual World. Ecenomic

Forum of government and
buisiness leaders.

¢ e Urdted. Nations has

backward step, however. to
give the standing members the
veto and ‘that the permanent
five should refrain from using
their rights

Off the Record

BONN: Chancellor Helmut Kohl is fuming at a national fele-
vision network over a satire that made fun of him and is mak-
ing velled threats to pull the plug on the public channel, re-

ports AP. ;

S

wounded by artillery shelling jn Grozny Friday at the

The ARD network broddcast a satirical sketch gt the end of
a political inagazine called "Monitor” Thursday | e
Kohl and Russian President Boris Yeltsin were shown

‘talking” on the telephone and discussing the conflict in
Chechnya. i £

The broadcast used old film of Kohl and Yeltsin. with_a
voicé over by satirist Thomas Freitag. _

In the satire. "Kohl" asks "Yeltsin" if his "friend” do somé-
thing to reduce the number of corpses strewn on the streets
of Grozny because "it doesn't give a good impression.” °

AL the end of the "conversation.” ' "Yeltsin" hangs up and
comments "What an idiot.” :

Kohl. who has boasted of his friendship with Yeltsin, has
been assailed in the German media for what they say are,
meek attempts to use his influence with Yeltsin and stop the
war in Chechnya.

In a letter to ARD chairmgn Albert Scharf Friday, Kohl said

Fidel Ramos visited Kuala Lampur in 1993 to end decades of stamnl I Nazran hospital ) —AFP photo :[Eml:;dﬂ:_l:;irzif::;ﬂ;ﬁ :;H:tﬂ[mgaul:: Ln Chechnya as "n.n_ 11“.

hostility caused by Manila claiin's to the rast'ﬂnh;t.}rslml E}E“ . = o The charicellor said the mme was the "bottom level

- - Emergency. | Yemen seeks foreign monito A el e S0 o e 1o, R e
" = viewers why dhey should pay more for the thly fee

Shevardnadze to visit UK in Feb: declared I - ) . charged by ARD.

Eduard Shevardnivize will make his first -offieial visit to ’ : f lﬂl th S IArab

ritain as leader of Georgla in mid-February. a senior official n Ecuad()l' 0 er WI la : .

said Saturday, AP reports from Tbilisi. QUITO. Ecuador. Jan 28: : + Bmm m"ﬁm

R ] 2 iani. h f rdnadze’ bt ; SANIA Yemen., Jan 28 leadership whom the Yemenis he lks had not reach : : %

e relgtions depariment e feaaeh Bate! orcion ] PrceMent Sixto Duran-Baflen |1y SAVIA Vopen. Jan 28:  leadership whots the e ks AT NEW DELHI: Three children aged between two and five

fareigh relations department. the lomer; Seviet foreign said Friday night that Peruvian 2R Al ay, . ex »ating ten posilive results. eerks b sl gt e : e

mimisier will wieet wdth: Pritne Ministér. Major and fofces attacked ‘Vvarfous il mwonilgring of its booder | sions. according lo? diplonis Seifl Areibia 1880ed 3 aldte’ 1 wese dered emtple in western India ritual

representatives of the Eu n Bank for Reconstruction and
Development and other financial institutions.

Hm ?!Ek crashes in T?ikistam

jet has crashed in Tajikistan after the
pllin. an air lorce general, ejected, a Tajik Foreign Ministry
spokesman said on Friday, Reuter reports from Dushanbe.

Zoalar Sayidov Lold Reuters the Soviet-built Su-22 flew over

a border post 120 ki southeast of the capital Dushanbe on
Thursday alternoon in violation of the former Soviet
Republic’'s alrspace.

- - L] .
One militant killed in Cairo: rou..
and a suspecied Islamic militant exchanged fire Thursday at a
crowded train station in southern Egypt. The suspect was

killed and a bystander was wounded. AP reports from Cairo.
Police officials said All Hassan el-Sherif started shooting as

police tried to arrest him at the station in Sohag. a provincial

Ecuadorean border positions
and combat has been going on
“all through the day.” reports
AP

in a television and radio
broadeast. Durab-Ballen de-
rlared a state ol emergency
throughout the country and
announced a state ol national
mobilisation

in a four-minute speech
Dhiran-Ballen denied that an
Ecuadorean helicopter had at-
tacked a Peruvian border post,
as the Peruvian government
claimed

“The president of Peruy has

with Saudi Arabia following a
deadly skirmish earlier this
month, reports AP

President Ali Abdullah Saleh
claimed Friday that Saudi
troops had massed so close to
Lthe border tha! they could be
seen from Yemen, but they
have since pulled back some-
wihal. \

The government Saturday
called for a joint military com
misston Including Egyptian
and Syrian oflicers to carry. out
a lact-finding mission Lo the
coniested border

A governmenl oflicial who
relused lo bBe identified said

in San‘a. the capital.

The trouble started whepn
Yemen accused . Saudi Arabia df
bullding roads into its territory
near the border. which has
been disputed for more than
GO vears.

Yemen claimed Saudi tro-

ops killed 10 Yemenis in a .

January [0 incursion. The
Saudis maintain the Yemenis
crossed and attacked, killing a
construciion worker.
Follewing Egyptian and
Syrian mediation. a pariey was
opened between pro-Saudi
Yemeni politicians and Saudi
leaders in Rivadh. v

ment late Feiday urging the
Yemenis to present border
complaints “directly to the
Saudis “in the intgrest of pre-
servingd the atmesphere of
harmaony and understanding
between the two countries.”

Despite expressions of
friendship. Saudi Arabia and
Yemen have long been locked
in a test of wills played out
largely behind the scenes.

Meanwhile Reuter adds
from Dubai: Saudi Arabla has
denied claims by Yemen's

-sacrifice to appease the local deity, press reports said
‘Saturday. reports AFP. |

The temple priest in the district of Surendra Hljpr found
the bodies of the two boys and a girl when he opened the
shrine Friday. domestic news agencies said.

They were killed Thursday night at the temple to the god-
dess Meladi after elaborate rituals to appease the goddess, the

reports said. ' ¥

Pol rrcﬂvr.fc# a blood-stained butcher's knife from the
temple and launcfied an investigation. The children were not
idcntified and no suspects were mentioned.

Child sacriflices are a common ococurrence in India, stem-
“uing from a superstitious belief that the offer of human blood
would lead to divine blessings. '

Most are carried out to appease various incarnations of the
goddess Kall in her role as a fertility divinity.

President that the kingdom is ' s’

I ol our

capital 240 milfes south of Cairo. Police killed him an ::::::F‘tjh.:lh;.:l:tpy“n:.:nmk:r:;n the missign would restrain Saleh said the Saudi forces, Mmassing troops on the coun- Fact Ofkﬁ

wounded the bystander Officials sald 29 other people territory. & fact that has re- | thuse who seek o ignite  comprising one armofed and  I(ries’ ‘disputed border and WASHINGTON: Five &f the approximately 450 women serv-
suspected of working with el-Sherif were arrested sulted 1n conflicts ol major | *Cion m the region. oie mechanised brigade. had . urged the Sanaa government to ing abgard the aircrdfl carrier USS Eisenhower have been

15.2kg heroin seized in Vietnam:
Vietnamese police have seized a record 15 2kg of heroin and
arrested (wo foreigners caught with the drug in a car. the
army newspaper Quan Dol Nhan Dan reported today, Reuter
says from Hanol.

maitude " Duyran Ballen sabl
Georgia, Abkhazia
talks in Feb

tie was reflerfing lo hard
e cheenis within the Saudh

Anti-Rabbani forces rocket Kabul

withdrawn |0 kilometres (six
However added th.at

nules

check with Riyadh first before
making such accusations.

sent ashore due to pregnancy. something Defense
William Perry says is a 'fact of life’ and will not impair the
ship's mission. reports AP.

The Navy reported Friday that the five women were part of
a group of 35 crew members taken off the ship due to
unplanned ... medical reasons” since it began six-month de-

It is the bigges! coase of heroin raflicking seized so [ar in [INITED NATIONS, Jan 28 ISLAMABAD, Jan 28: Forces  (he late-evening broadcast lrom the Yerganak pass in (he ployment last October.
our coumtry. the newspaper said It did not give Lhe Otflictals 'from Georgla and the oppesing  Alghan President g Wes | ' The carrier is{he first US combat ship to go to sea with
mationabity of the (wo arsesied amep bor stafl at the Hanod breakaway gegion of Abkhazia Burhanuddin Rabbani rocketed fhe rocketing follows women as part of the permanent crew.
hotl where they were reporficd ~wing said they were | il repume talks next month | residental areas In the capital Alghan goverpment reports on The ofiensive had followed Navy polity is to put women on shore duty once a preg-
LM ) aimeéd at settling their dis Kabul vn Friday. kiling an v Thursday of a two pronged as- W0 days of bombing by -

Ghali discusses ME peace: . ...

Nauons Secretary General Boutros Boulros-Ghali discussed
the Middle East peace process on Frniday with lsraeli Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres and his Egypuan counterpart. a UN
statement said. Reuter reports from Geneva

The UN chief held 45 minute talks with the two ministers
at Zurich airport hefore returning 1o New York. it added

New!d-ﬁee to World Court named:
The U Nations named a Russian justice to the World
Court on Thursday. filling a vacancy left by the death of a
fellow countryman. AP reports from UN.

Viadien S Vereschefin. a 63-year-old international law
experl. was approved in voting by the UN Security Couvneil
and the General Assembily for a term ending February 5.

1997. The |15-member International Court of Justice. as the
panel is lprmally known. is the judicial arm of the United

pules, the United Nations said
Friday. reports AP

UUN special envoy Edouard
Brunner has scheduled a new
round of negotiations February
79 in Geneva to deal with

Abkarzia's political status and
. the return of war refugees a

L statement said

Abkharians fear the return
ul ethnic Georgians will leave
them outmmumbered m the re-

ill.

specified number ol people.
the official Kahwil Radio sald,

reporis Reuter -

The broadcast monitored
in Islamabad. blamed (he
rorkeling on the miida con-
Liolled by Hezb-1-[slami party
le.ider Gulbuddin Helkmaivyar,
Halbani s arch-loe

Thie rookets " ly hit res-
ienual areas ca loss of

lile and damage Lo properiy,”

US, Vietnam diplomatic ties established after twe

sault on the strategic northern
lown of Kunduz by anti- Rabbani
Mrees of northern warlord
Lseneral Abdul Rashid Dostum.
There was no information
on Friday about the progress of
the attack on Kunduz. which
an Afghan Defence Ministry
spokesman in Kabul said en
Thursday was launched along
the Salang highway from the
Jarikhoshk district to the
south of the Lown Kunduz aud

Nati HANOIL, Jan 28° Twenty The Maison olls o~ ol il Naesday, asking him to posi.
' voars after the Vietnam War consular, political .ud eco poue the office openings. They
M.ndeh pa tl-ibute to Mah.tm: thw United States and Vicimion nosnde functions andd probably said Vietnam still seemed un

Nelson Mandela on Friday made an emotignal pilgrimage to
the headquariers of the late Indian independence leader
Mahatma Gandhi. who helped launch the fight against racism
in South Africa early this century. Reuter reports from
Bombay.

Gandhi subsequently returned 10 India 10 lead the siruggle
against British colonialism in his own country.

Doctors stng rally in Cairo: s«
2.000 members of the ptian Doctors’ Union held a raily at
their Cairo headquarters Friday to demand the immediate
release of seven colleagues arrested during a crackdown on
the fundamentalist Muslim brotherhood. AFP reports from
Cairo.

» Pssam El-Erian. a leader of the union and Ibrahim al-
Zaafarani. head of the umion’'s Alexandria branch. were among

the 27 members of the Muslim brotherhood arrested last
wers ket 2

3 sentenced to death in Moroceo:

Three Muslim militants. two of them from a Paris subwrb
were cenyicted and sentenced 1o death Saturday for Lhe

deaths of two Spanish tourists in a series of attacks, AP
repornts from Fez Woroceo. ;

A Fez coun also convicied three other militants of the at- FurA mml:':;:vmir?mmun|qur | :Entalrl f11r::gn rrlauﬁtu th” f|| i I-ul' .';ﬁ US i “I'
> ST » 0 ¢ siatu .- T . . : -
YerRs. dasd. sessietsced them 1o Ne ot pﬂ!ﬂm for the attacks last sail the new offices would cre m ”Hr'ﬂlul' of the US I.mllum WMhce 1in Manom  James Hall LY amd hirector of lh-! AI'HI'MH

suwmer that Moroccan offieials at one point claimed were
iastiernmnded by Algerian secret police

James Hall

liuk a major sirde toward [ull
diplomatic relafions by agree
ing Ssturday o open liatson of
lices in each other's capitals.
repuris AP

The former enemies agreed
1 refanrm. or pay for diplomatic
properties séized when the
Vietnam War ended in 197%

“The liaison offices are now

esiablished with the signing ol

that formal document .~ sad
who will head the
liaison office in Vietnam

Hall refused 10 say when the
office would open for business
but US diplomats said earlier
they might move in later
Saturday .

Hall signed the agreement
in a brief ceremony in Hanof's

governmen! guest house. Sig

ning for Vietham was Nguyen
Xuan Phong director of Lhe
Americas Department at the

ale favourable conditions for
the further strengthening of
refatons

> TVe as a lransitional siep Lo
wagd the establishment ol emn-
bassies. The US office will also
support efforts to learn the
fate of ] 621 American ser
vicermmen listed as missing in
\Vietnam.

President Clinton has said
Vietnam must do more to help
off the MIA issue before the
United States agrees to ex
 hange ambassadors. The deci-
~ioM 1o open Naison offices
demonstrates Washington's
approval of Vietnamese efforts
& lar

US diplomats in Hanoi took
pains to play down the signing
ceremony. saying as late as
Friday that they would, block
news media from attending
They were apparently con-
cernéd that conservative US
Congressmen might make an
other last minute effort to

Coanmittee chalrma Jesse
lelms (R-NC) and 'HS]I other
members of ' Congress sent a
letter to President Clinton

willing w0 provide key informa
Uon on MlAs.

Chinton, whe avoided the
draft during the war. 1s vulner-
able to charges that h#*is too
cager Lo reconeile wjth a

" lormer enemy.

But ten other senators
wrule him a letter of support
Mursday. saying a laison of-
fice would actually help in col-
lecting ipformation about the
missing men.

US-Vietnam relations began
to warm when Clinton agreed
in July 1993 to stop blocking
Hanol's access to international
development loans. He lifted
the 19-year US eConomic
embargo against Vietnam last
February, and more than 50
American companies have al-
ready set up shop here

The President also agreed
last February 1o set up the lial-

Lildings Rindered progress
IMie lwo sides finally initialled
4 properiies agreement| last,
imonth :

Dostum s fighter jets. which
the official Kabul radie sald had
killed 22 people and wounded
several others. and the
pounding the forward defences
with artillery on Wednesday.

Aid agency sources in Kabul
conlirmed on Thursday there
was a major attack under way
i Kunduz province. of which
the Kunduz town is the capital,
but they said they had no de-
Lails.

nancy occurs, and the five sailors have left the ship over the
past three months. :

Some of fthe women may have been pregnant before the
ship left its home port of Norfolk. Virginia. said a Navy
spokesman. Cindr. Steve Pletrgpaoli. ,

Three ol.the women left the Eisenhower shortly after it
sel sail from Norfolk. and the two others left more recently,
Pietropaoli said ]

The aircraft carrier has been touring the Mediterranean
region in recent weeks. and is currently on a port visit to
Naples. lialy :

The ship has a crew of 5.000 sailors and pilots, and the
average age of enlisted crew members is 19,

nty yéaré

Department of the Department of Foreign Affairg Nguyen XNuan "hong sign yesterday an

agreement between the two countries’ hainon offices 1n Hanot and Washington. Behind in the
centre is Vietnamese Deputy Foreign Minuster Le Mai

—AFP photo



