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Electricity Bill Payment Complexities

It is leamt that the Dhaka
Eleciricity Supply Authority
(DESA) has lately undertaken a
drive to recover arrear bills by
disconnecting power lines ol
defaulters. It is not clear how
far the objective ol recovenng
arrears will be realised by this
extreme siep. In some cases
besides isconnection of lines
court cases will be filed In a
siluation where disconnection
is eflecled. a penally charge is
realised s per - rules on
restoration of power (n some
cases. there may be delay in
getling re vconneclion causing
harassment and sullenng o
consumers. This may create
scope [or corruption on the
part ol some workers o! the
electricity authority.

in the view ol some. the

ice of realization of ar-
rears through disconnection
may not be a justified step in
some cases. There is always
some reason for non-payment
of bills. it is. therefore. a mat-
ter for consideration whether
in suitable cases the reason for
non-payvment should be looked
into and appropriate femedial
measure taken befoare deciding
on the final step of disconnec-
tion.

There is no end (o the na-
ture of complaints. At different
times, complaints are received
from consumers that they do
not get bills in time. Some-
times bills are not received for
even six to nine months. On
account of defects in metres,
inflated bills are received.
Sometimes even when bills are
paid at prescribed banks, such
payments are not duly posted
in the relevant ledgers of the
concerned accounts offices.
When complaints of this nature
sometimes take Lime for re-
dress. arrears pile up. Need-
less to say that consumers are
hardly o blame for this kind of

Economy grows
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and a congenial invesiment
climate is vet (o be estab-
lished,” the AL leader says. The
government's performance in
developing fnfrastructure was
also disappeinting.

Not a single power plant

was sel up by the govermment
in the last four years despite

the fact that consumption of
power has increased remark-
ably during the time, she said.

The ruling party has also
failed to take advantage ol the
situation when there were very
little differences in Lhe posi-
tions of the major political par-
lies on economic policies de-
spite divergence of views on
political matters,

Salman F Rahman. presi-
dent of (he Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Comnmerce and Industry
(FBCCI). says "Bangladesh now
possesses all the factors
needed to emeTge as a refional
economic power with good
macro-economic fundamentals
if we can take the advantage of
these factors at sthe right time.

“The economy is now at the
crossroads with a lot ol oppor:
tunities as well as dilticulties.
It is up to us how we handile
it." the FBCC! chief says.
Folitical instability s the num-
ber one problem for the econ-
omy at the moment and it has
to be improved for economic
development, he saud.

Bank murder
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tor three davs vesterdav and
the othel
wirl, aduitted the incident Lo
police and agreed to be an
witness Iin the incident
Parveen was engaged by the
cang o cole the security
ek that el

AL : BNP playing
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next election

The weethige o ondeimned
police action on Awami League
leaders and workers during
the hartals. The resolution said
the government being isolated
from the people for its anti
people activijies, (s now
hatehing eonspiracy to slick to
power.

It sald the ruling party has
chosen the path of atrocities to
suppress the current demo-
cratic agitatlon. Even mothers
and sisters were not spared of
their atrocitics, the meeting
added.

The resolution said the BNP
betrayed with its commitment
made to the people before and
after the election. There was
no security in society as the
law and order |s deteriorating
everyday.

Misery of the commonman
has aggravated in the wake of
unabated price-hike of the
essentials, including rice,
pulses and papers. The gov-

ernment has totally failed to

control the price-hike.

The resolution said the rul-
ing party is using the adminis-
tration nakedly for its party In-

terest. The people hoped that
the government officials would

act neutrally because they are

neither . the employees of a
- party, nor an individual,

Parveen 1), a call |

By AS M Nurumabi

lapse. In a national daily re
cently, an rregularity ol this
nature was ventlilated by a oo
respondent from Goran area
When a squad from the DESA

came o disconnect his power |

line for default of payment ol
arrear bills they were shown
copies of paid-up bills for the
last sax or seven years. When
DESA accounts office al Mal

ibag was contacted the con

cerned ledgers showed non-
posting of such payments The
correspondent was fortunale
that he had retained copies ol
pari up bills kw <in b a long
e

in thus connecuon i may be
mentioned that DESA has re-
quested consumers to retain
copies of paid up bills for a pe
riod of 12 years. Such a re-
quest seems to be unrealistic
inasmuch as it s practically
impossible by and large. By this
it means that in cases of non-
retention of copiles of rd-up
bills. one has to pay 12 years'
dues again. What kind of prin-
ciple or justice is this? It may
be possible to retain copies for
one or two years. Bul te ask to
retain coples for 12 years is an
impossible proposition. The
consumer's obligation is to pay
the bill and once this has been
done. the rest lies with the
electricity authority. The con-
sumer cannot be made liable
for the lapses, irregularities or
corruption of the employees of
the electricity department.

It is reported that the pro-
vision of walving interesi,
penalty and surcharge which
was previously allowed In the
cases of repayment of dues In
three instalments s not al
lowed this time. What can be
the justification for re-intro-
ducing interest. penal interest
and surcharge this time? Is It
possible to make payment of a
large amount, where due, at a

Lime? Many regard this as an
act of Injustice

Power Development Board
has lately dismissed and sent
into retifement 24 officers and
57 employees These people
are among a lot of 283 officers
and empiloyers variously pun-
ished for failing '0 reduce sys
tems loss and meetl revenue
collecton targets. In the lasi
financial year. ount of 176 sup
ply units, 81 officials and stalf
of 81 supply units were dis
mussed 1ncrement of pay has
been held up in the cases of
202 personnel In the resmaln
ing 153 supply units explana
tions have been asked for from
695 officers and staff lor exam
intng whether they call ior any
penal action

We may term the above ac-

tions as supremely couragoous.
in the opinfon of many, if this
kind of pressure by the POB

vernment set-up will
mindful of accountability
The systems loss of the PDB
has proved a great headache,
sending such loss g dizzy
heights of three or four tmes
the normal physical loss. The
long-standing practce in
volved In lining the pockets of
PDB men and benefiting the
unscrupulous consumers has
heen pushing the price ol
power of our poor coumtry lo
world beating levels, And lor
eign donors pupporting Lhe
numerous poojects of our na
tion have been unwilling o
fund: corruption instead of de-
velopment
The penal acuons adopted
by the ADP lately 18 a definite
indication that the authonty, i
it has the will and determina-
tion, can cul loose the viclous
circle involved in the electric

ity mismanagement.

the 'tragedy king'

Emdhusiastic crowd burst
into cheers and enchanting
song dithme chupake pyar ke
tufan main ke chalg walted
through the national stadium
at Mirpur when the living |le
gend of the sub-continental
cinema Dilip Kumar was given
a rousing receplion here yes.
lerday, reports BSS.

The reception was unique“

as it was open 1o public who so
[ar had to remnain content with
watching him in the media
since DUip's arrival here on a
private wvisit. The greal actor
attended a series ol functions
here but all were for the select
audience.

Crazy flans wapved and
daneed at the stadium gallery
as an wusually bashful Dilip
Kumar appeared much exuber
ant vesterday reciprocating o
the people warmly. al Umes in
his familiar filin swyle

In sharp contrast Lo earlier
occasions. Lthe “king of the
heroes” was somewhal casually
dressed vesterday evidently
conscious of the nature ol the
function which was lirst expo-
sure for him to the vast num-
ber of fans in the capital

He was laken into a tradi
lifonal decoraled horse-car
riage from a specially built red-
carpet rostrum in the stadium
lo enable thousands of fans

have a glimpse of him from a
close proximity

State Minister lor
Aviation Major (Retd] Mannan
accompamed him in the car-
rage

| am deeply touched by
love and aflection of vou — |
pray Lo Allah for Lhe progress
of Bangladesh an emotonal

Dilip told the fans in a brief |

speech in Urdu and broken
Bengali but punciuated with
wit and humours

Earlier State Minister
Mannan sad the receplion was
meant to provide people 1o
have sight of the @reat "hero
ol 1lis pant of the world |

Bombs and crackers ex-
ploded amudst uninterrupted
melody of pupular Hind! songs
durting the reception where
speeches were kepl the
minimum_ Civil Avianon Sec
retarv Nooruddin Al Masood
and Bangladesh Parjatan
Corporation chairman Abdus
Samad Bhuiyan were present.

al

The Parjatan Corporation
orgamnised Lhe receplion.
Later men. women and

chuildren in thousands clogged
the exit of the stadium and
nearby roads to have a closer
lewik at the iragedy king ol

Hind! ¢cinema, Delirious lans
yelled “long live Dilip Kumar.®

Britons unhappy
with unwritten

constitution

o

LONDON. Jan 27 Britons
are unhappy withi  thetr cdbun-
try s unwritien constitution,
and are heavily In favour of a
statutory bill of rights. an opin-
lon poll showed today. reports
Reuter. .

One poll . conducted by the
Morl organisation and pub-
lished in The Times newspa

.per. iIndiealed support for a

Scottish mini-parliament and
showed increasing disquiel
over the workings of Britain's
parliaiment.

Seventy-three per cent  of
the 1.485 people questioned
backed a bill of rights against
10 per cent who opposed H. A
majority of those guestioned
also backed a referendum on
changing Britain's first-past-
the-post votirig system to a
system ol proportional repre-
senlation, and ending the right
of hereditary peers to sit in
the unelected Upper House of
Lords., :

Only 37 per cent said par-
llament worked well. a sharp
drop from the 59 per cent
who expressed confidence in
Ltheir members of parliament
in a similar poll four years ago.
The opposition Labour Party
has repeatedly accused the rul-
ing Conservatives of sleazy pol-
itics in the past year. Several
Conservative lawmakers have
been accused of sexual and fi-
nancial improprieties. ,

House gutted
at Jatraban
By Staff Correspondent

A tin-shed house and all
belongings of a widow were

gutted m a fire incident in thes

city’'s Jalrabarn arca carly ves
lerday.

The 40-year old
Shahera Begum-— who was liv-
ing with three daughters and a
son in a plece of land owned by
a couple, Aininur Rasul and
Rokeya Rasul, behind the
Demra Police Station, found
her house ablaze around 1:30
am when all were asleep. She
has been living in the disputed
land as a caretaker.

The live inmales escaped
the fire but lTost all their be-
longings.

[sraeli troops
storm WB
college: 24 held

ABLU DIS, (West Bank]), Jan
27 In a widerffing crackdown
on Islamic militants, Israeli
troups scaling ladders broke
inio 4« West Bank college dor-
mitory before dawn Friday and

arresied Iwo dozen students,

college officials said. reports
AP.

The army confirmed Lhe
rafd at the islamic lnstilute
and said 22 suspected meni-
bers of the outlawed Muslim
groups Islamic Jihad and
Hamas were arrested, The
institute is a stronghold ol Is-
lamic fundamentalism.
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Jubilant crowd greet

Ciwvil !

widow—"

sz

President Abdur Hahman Biswas (L) exchanging pleasantnes with Awami League leader

Tofael Ahmed i4rd L) as AL chief Sheikh Hasina looks on at the wedding ceremony of Tofael s

daughter in the city vesterday

Strike paral

JAMMU Jan 27 Shops. ol
fices and schools rematped
shust n Jarnmu and adjoining
1owns Friday in response® Jo a
wsrike called 10 protest a homb
attark on Jamunu Kashmirs
governor. reporis AP,

Threr bombs exploded In a
sporis stadium about 60 feel
ljtum Governor K V Kriashna
Rao as he made a speech al the
anmial Republic Day parade on
Thursday in Janunu. (he siale's
wintler capital Two more
bontis exploded within [five
nunules

The Hindu nationalist
Bharativa Janata Party called
the sirtke 1o protest the attack

and locus attention on what

they called a "complcie col
lapse of the administration.
Rao was unhurt in the ex
plostons, bul eight other peo
ple, sincluding a bodyguard

were killed

On Friday, the government
ordered the Central Pureau of
Investigation. India's lop fed-

eral detective agency. to probe
the attack

Jammu- Kashmir' s biggest
guerilla group. the pro Pak-
istan MHizbul Mujahideen. has
claimed responsibility for the
eyt okl .

The attack demonstrated
the guerillas’ capacity (o strike
#t will even in high security
arcas. Bharatiya Janala Party s
siate chief. Chaman Lal Gupta,
ol reporters

He demanded that Gover-
nor Hao be sacked for his fail
ure 0 bring peace o the state,
where lighting between |ndian
troops and separatist Muslim
guendlas since 1989 has killed
more than 11,000 people.
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he was accorded an open-air reception by the Bangladesh Parjatan Corporation yesterday.
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owlied by the ¢ wy Corporation
consumers alleged there 1s not
n single bazar in Dhaka where
there is a ladies’ room.

At the Kawran bazar whole-
sale market, shopkeepers are
forced te opt for open-air uri-
nation and defecation near the
derelict sewage lines or along
the nearby rail line

This is both appalling and
abominable.” commented a
Bangladeshi woman who lives
in London

There are some 29
supermarkets’ aned 22 kutcha
bazars in the city. Besides.
Lthere are 11 supermarket-
cum-kitchen markets and 14
road-side bazars, according to
the Dhaka City Corporation
(EXCC).

Shopkeepers, | however,
admitted the Inconveniences
heing caused to the sheppers
but sald they could do-little
because they were not the
owners ol the markets.

The bigger markets either
belonged to the DCC or were
privately owned, they pointed
onsg

DCC offlicials, on the othgr
hand. pointded their fingers at
those who-own the leasehold

of Lhe pAblic tollets at a few ,

city tnarkels,

Talking to The Daily Star,
shopowners said that there
were some 12,000 small and
big sheps alone in the new
market-Gausia-Elephant Rodd
Area.
Utilities maintenance of
these markets is a ‘nightmare’,
they said. mainly bécause of

_ the mushroom growth of shops

Bitter experiences

in the area.

The demarcation belween
the Gausia. Chandni Chawk.
Noor Market and Chistia mar-
kets is virtually invisible.

The roof-lops of these mar-
kets are occupied by makeshift
[actories of innumerablestajlor-
ing shops located in these
markets while the pavements
have been grabbed by the ven-
dors.

Even the corridors of these
markets are sold out for set-
tng up little shops or kiosks.

Car owners know that driv-
ing in the afiernoon can be a
real test of patience.

An authoritative source said
that the little chawkis on the
pavements ol these areas have
been sold at rates ranging be-
iween Taka 10.000 and
40,000 each. The Salami on
possession price is usually col-
lected by the local police sta-
tion or their hired henchman

Nurses clash
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brought out a procession and
marched towards Motijheel
Ideal School where the atlen-
dant nurses sal for an exami-
nation around 10 yesterday
morning. The procession was
stopped by police. The pro
cessiomists then retusmed and
started holding a meeting in
protest against the examina-
tjons and positions ol the al-
tendant aurses.

The attackers also ran-
sacked the office room of the
Nurses Institute, .

Seven of the injured nurses
were admitted to the DMCH.

" different

— Star photo

at city malls

or local influential goons.

Tolls collected from these
are divided among an assort-
ment of powerful gangs, the
police and their 'go-betweens.’
the source told The Daily Suar,
requesting anonymity.

"We don't want our cus-
tomers to suffer either.” said
Amir Hosain Khan, a leader of
the Bangladesh Federation of
Shop Owners Assoclation
(BFSOA).

Thé BFSOA represents 70

shopowners' committees of
city markets.
Immediate steps were re-
quired to stop unplanned
construction of marketplaces,
sald the BFSOA leader. He
added that such markets
mushroomed during the
Ershad regime when succes-
sive DCC administrations
and/or mayors ordered mar-
kets or bazars, to be con-
structed on any and every va-
cant space for making a few
fast bucks by selling possession
of shops on letting them out.
* Shop owners suggested that
easy exit and entry into the
markets and parking lots
should be ensured to avoid suf-
focation on unmanageable rush
of buyers, >

During the rush howrs, only
one-way traffic movement
should be allowed in some of
the busiest marketplaces to

avold long jams on the adjoin- .

Ing sireets.

Besides, urgent steps are
needed to properly rehabilitate
or relocate the hawkers and
vendors who are growing by
their thousands. sources con
cerned added .

DHAKA SATURDAY, |

ARY 28, 1995

WASHINGTON. Jan 27: The United Swtates announced
plans today w finally open political liaisqn offices with

Vietnam on Saturda

y and (o sign two agreements settling

property and other claims left over from the indochina war.
‘On January 28, 1995, the Uniied States will therefore open
its liaison office in Hanoi (and) a2 reciprocal Vietnamese Hai-
son office will open in Washingion. DC. State Department
spokesinan Christine Shelly

Yemen and Saudi Arabia. The officials. who asked not to be
named. said that in some areas Saudi troops were being
deployed 10 to 15km (6 to 9 miles] from the border. reports

Re1ver

.

Filmdom
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ing and literature-based cre-

adive filme generated in the

| 96Ds. the Primee Minister re-
greited that there has been a

‘Besides exception of a few
filirs  we have been daumed by
the attraction of making un-

healthy films and copying.” she

remarked

m. to the worldwide

celebration of the 100 years of
films. the Prime Minister
mentianed the development of
fillns after 1895 “In its long
march of more than 100 years.
filtn has earned reputation as

an industry throughout the

world. she said.

wave of television tulture in
the 680, damination of video in
the Prime Minister
warned that the spread of ca-
bie Lelevision of the present
decade has put the indusiry

the TOs.

inlo a New rhalh-np.

Today you have o survivw

Recipients
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| lam (Trash). best cameraman

wolour) — Anwarul Islam Baby
[Drikal], best scripl wriler —
Kazi Hayat (Trash) best lyricisi
- Gan Mazharul Anwar (Uehit
Shikkha) * best art director —
Hijoy Sen (Andha Biswas) best
Singer — Syed Abdul Hadi
(Khoma) best singer — Sabina
Yeasmin (Radha Krnishna) best
dance direclor — Amir Hossain
Babu (Beporoal. best malke-up-
man — [Dipak Kumniar Sur (M

Kasham) best sound recor

— M A Majid (Shankhanil
Karagar), best child arust —
Baby Semi (Uchit Shikkhaj.
special award in child group —

Baby Tania (Uchit Shikkha), -

best short film — Dhushar Ja-
tra. and special award — late
Abdul Jabbar Khan.

The recipients for 1993
are: Best film — Padma Nadir
Majhi (producer Habibur-Rah-
man Khan), best script — Kazi
Hayat (Chandabaj). best direc-
tor — A J Mintu (Banglar
Badhu), best actor — Raisul Is-
lam Asad (Padma Nadir Majhi).
best actress — Gulshan Ara
Champa (Padma Nadir Majhi),
best side actor — Abul Khair
(Padma Nadir Majhi). best side
aclress — Anwara (Banglar
Badhu). best music director —
Azad Rahman (Chandabaj). best
picture editor — Mujibur Rah-
man Dulu (Banglar Badhu). best
cameraman (colour] — A R Ja-
hangir (Moushami). best script
writer — A J Mintu (Banglar
Badhu). best lyricist — Hasan
Fakhri (Chandabajl. best art di-
rector Mohiuddin Faruq
[Padma Nadir Majhi). best
singer Azad Rahman
(Chandabaj). best singer —
Famda Parveen (Andha Prem).
best dialogue writer — Selim Al
Din (Ekatturer Jishu). best
sound recorder — Momtajud-
din Bhuiya (Abuj Santan). best

child artist — Master Anik
(Abuj Santan), special award in
child group — Popy (Taag).

best dance director — Masum
Babul (Dola), best make-up-
man — Mohammad Alauddin
(Padima Nadir Majhi) and spe-
cial award — late Nazir Ahmed

Card-phones
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statlon was inaugurated by
Prime Minisger Khaleda Zia in
1992 as part of the govern-
ment's scheme to install card-
phones at all major points in

the city.

Customers at the station
stall expressed their disgust at
the services.

"Sometimes. the sets do not
return valid cards.” said
Harunur Rashid. a Chittagong-
bound traveller. "Most of the
sels have been tampered with.”

In the Mohammadpur area
of the city. most of Lthe sets are
regularly vandalised. There is
no attendami at the facility
near the truck stand. Locals
complained ol vandals who
take recourse to unscrupulous
means to use the card phones
without paying

The Telephone Shilpa Sa
ngstha (TSS). which runs the
phone-card service nation-
wide could not be contacted
for thefr comments

creativity

- &
n the film industry by disi of
hard work. excellence. talent
and creativity.” she told
ndustry workers of the
=il generation.

Beferring to the patronisa-
tion of three films by the pre-
serit govermment in 1993-94.
Begum Zia assured for more
grants in 1994-95 She hoped
that the support of the gov-
ernment within its Bmited re-
sources. united efforts and
sincerity of all concerned will

enrich our film ndustry.

the
pre-

The function was followed
by a rultural show

The aciress in the leading
role of the first Bangladeshi
film Muk O Kukush' produced
42 years ago Purnima Sen
Gupta. was introtuced to the
audience

Living of the sub-
tontinental Dilip Kumayr
also spoke on the occasion re”)

plying Lo various queries
Jute, textile
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measures against workers

Earller durnng the 72-hour
programme of the workers
from January 22 w0 24, st leas!
iwo persons were killed and
many were injured in clashes
with police.

The government has ull
time lo settle the demands
through discussion. Bashar
said at the convenuon. He de-
manded compensation for
those killed and wounded, and
release of those arrested dur-
ing the programme

The convention decided Lo
observe “‘black day” on January
23 every year Ccommemno-
rating the deaths of the three
workers

Labour leaders Igbal Ma-
jumdar, M A Azz Shahidullah
Chowdhury. Lutfar Rahman, K
M Seraj. Hafizur Rahman
Badrul Alam Khan Lablu. Z M
Kamrul Anam. Rehanuddin
Rehan, Sanatullah, Abdur Rab.
Nur Mohammad. S M Rumi,
Zahidul Islam and Khorshed
Alam Khokon also spoke at the
Convenuion.

Pabna mishap
From Page | Col 7
Sirajganj. -

The bodies were handed
over to their relations. officials
sources said.

Besides, three injured pas-

sengers were shifted to the
Dhaka Pangu lelﬂdlfl
They are Shamu Mia. 40
Mansur. 25, and Abed Khan.
55. .

Fire Service sources said
the rescue operation was being
disrupted due -0 severe cold
and also lack of experienced
divers. :

The disaster occurred
Thursday afternoon when a
Bogra-bound passenger bus
plunged into the Ichhamoti
breaking the-railing of a bridge
on Bogra-Nagarbari highway at
village Karamja in Sathia thana.

[Lankan peace
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deadlock that in the context of
the peace process. the LTTE is
thinking tactically while the
government is thinking in
terms ol a long lerm-strategy
of peace without an effective
armouty of tactics to athieve it.
There is an obvious lack of
congruence between short and
long term objectives of the
LTTE". says Paikiasothy Sarava-

namuttu, a political affairs
lecturer at the Ceolombeo
University.

The deadiock in the peace
talks has given the opponents
of the peace process a new
lease of life. They argue that
the rebeis had never been in-
terested in serious negotia-
tions for a political settilement
but used peace talks to militar-
ily strengthen themselves ™
The problems is Lhe govern.
ment does not have the capa-
bility to launch a massive pro-
paganda campaign to sell the
peace coption both to the
Tamfls and the Sinhalese and
thereby pressurize the rebels
They are working on an ad-hor
basis’ savs Villur lvan. editor
of the weekly political news-

paper Ravaya

-
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