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ME! BOWURNE.
Jan 2T Andire Ag-
a==i reached Lhe
Ausiralian Open
:.ami an  Friday
when Aaron Krie-
h~tein v landlied with a groin
iy ssnwents bedore ankle-

ANDRE AGASSI

deep water from overflowing
drains [looded Center Court.

reports AP.

If Krickstein had not quit at *

that moment, behind 6-4. 6-4,
3-0 — the end of the match
would have had to been post-
poned (o Saturday. The resull,
however. would not have hcen
im doubt.

it may have been an Aus-
tralian Open semifinal. but
Agassi treated it as routine.
The colorful No 2 seed was
rompietely dominant.

Agassi controlled the match
with his whiplash grouad-
strokes and will now face de-

The match was play under
tye_ retractable Center Court
roof because of the storm that
subsequently flooded areas of
the stadium with water from
the nearby Yarra River and left
the rubberized Rebound Ace
center court and media areas
awnash. '

Agassi s coach Brad Gilbert
said he (=i the remainder of
the wumament could be in
chowsbt

| dont know what they are
going o do here. because |
think thevve got a serivus
problem finishing thls
Louirs that court,
Gilbert said
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Canada ride on
Bunbury

TORONTO Jan 27 Alex
Butthury scored in the Bth
minute Thursday night. lifting
(Canada to a 1-1 draw wilth
Portugal In the SkyDome Cup
exhibition soccer tourmament
reports AP

Bunbury a Montreal native
who plays for Maritimo of
Portugal s First Division. sco-
red off a header from a Geofl

Aunger free kick to give
Canada their first goal of the
three-game tournament

1 feel great for Canada

said Bunbury “They deserve
the equalizer

in the final game Sunday
Fortugal play Denmark. who

beat Canada | -O Tuesday A Ue

or win against Portugal will
give Denmark the inaugural
SkyDome Cup

A Technically | have to com
pliment both teams ~ sald Bun
bury resting legs sore from
pounding the aruficial turf
ilch

Technically you have 1o be ,

80 alerl because al any mo
menl Lhey can ap by you

at s what happened early
. the match when Antomnso
Folha jumped into a pass from
Agostinho Caetantg during a
scramble around the net faked
defender Rudy Doliscat and
dropped a soft shot pasi
Keeper Pal Onsiad

Hall the crowd of 13 000

cheered and waved Portuguese
lags

FAM gets
tough

KUALA LUMPUR. Jan 27
The Football Association of
Malaysia (FAM) said on
Thursday #t would suspend in-
definitely soccer plavers sus-
pected of taking bribes. re-
ports Reuter

it aiso hit out at Si
accusing the football authori-

Ues there of not doing enough
lr;llampwlmﬂthm

FAM deputy president
Tengku Abdullah Sultan Ahmad
Shah. said the suspensions
would be lifted only if police
cieared the players or there
was insufficient evidence to
prosecute them.

He also accused Singapore

of 2 lack of cooperation with
Malaysian police in investiga-
loms inlo soccer corruption
which began late last year
» Police so far have sum-
fmoned | 12 players to help in
ihe invesligations some 7]
were detained for various peri-
ods but most have since been
reeased

Tengku Abdullah said the
players 1o be suspended would
be [rom those who
were detained previously. but

W5

‘Once the waler gets under

& surface like that when n
dries oul, the court will bubbile
We've already seen it happen
i various places including Key
Biscayne

Tournament officials, how-
ever. were confident the both
men s and women's finals will
be played as scheduled.

"Our experience indicates
that the court will be abso-
hutely line.” said Tennis Aus-
tralia president Geoff Pollard.
‘We do met anlicipate any
pruhltm with the court
surface.”

Agassi joked: "You kind of
think that when you've got a
stadi with a roof you've
all lhﬂngh; covered.” ot

Agassi. the US Open cham-
pion. has won all six of his

isatches at the National Tennis
Cenire in straight sets.

“iIt's exciting to come down
here for the first time and

But he expressed sympathy
for Krickstein's sudden injury
in his first Grand Slam semifi-
nal simnce 1989,

"Aaron worked so hard to
get this far, he deserved to be
out there and be healthy,”
Agassi said. "He hurt his groin
i first game of the match.
| kind of sensed he wasn't at
80 | pulled off a lot of

I

more concerned with the
oither side of the net. unfortu-

Am waits for Sampras

H’.rtchilﬂn said the groin
injury was on the same right
leg as he had suffered a
hamstiring strain earlier in the
Lournanwesl.

1T felt

pretty confident

about my chances. but | have W

PETE SAMPRAS

be 100 per cent to beat him."
Krickstein said. "1 would have
quit [(earlier) at any other
tourmament.”

Agassi said he wasn't con-
cerned about going into the fi-
nal without a tough match un-
der his belt

“The dyngmics of the match
on Sunday will bring out the
best in me regardless of what
happened today.” he said.

AUSSIE OPEN NOTEBOOK

MELBOURNE. Jan 27

(AP):

Mary Pierce heads into

Saturday's Australian Open final against Arantxa Sanchez
Vicario with an unenviable record in title matches.

The French fourth seed contested five tournament finals in
1994 — including the French Open — and was unable to come
up with a win. But WTA Tour veteran Pam Shriver is Agnong
those who think it's only a matter of time.

"Mary can de it.’

Shriver said. "But she has not shown

great lorm in finals. She is going to win a Grand Slam ‘at some
point and it could very be on Saturday.”

Shriver described the final as txtrtmclv hard to call *
* “Arantxa's more consistent. She's won three Grand Slams
before. but on form its close to a toss up. It's as interesting
matchup. They're the two plavers. who've shown the best

form.”
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FRED AND VIJAY STAR: Fred Stolle, better known as a

television tennis commentaior.

and film star partner Vijay

Amritraj won a hard-fought senior men's doubles final at the

Australian Open on Friday.

A two-time Grand Slam singles winner during his career,
Siolle and former Wimbledon guarterfinalist Amritraj — who
appeared in the James Bond film Octopussy — took the first

set against

ian dudé Bob Carmichael and Kim Warwick
7-6 and 7-5 in the tiebreaker.

They then lost the second set 2-6 before fighting back to
clinch the maich in a sudden death tiebreaker, which they

won 7-5
* &
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PRIZE MONEY POT: The winners of the men's and
women's singles titles at this year's Australian Open will walk
away with US dirs 360,000 each.

it is a long way from the equivalent of US dirs 7.500 Ken
Rosewall got at teday's exchange rates for beating Arthur Ashe

in the 1971 inal

Those were also the days when equal prizemoney did not
exist. and Margaret Court earned the equivalent of just US
dirs 1.350 for her three-setswin over Evonne Goolagong the

same year
O

'.' L

AUSSIE SUCCESS: No Australlan woman made it into the
third round ol the women's singles at the Australlan Open
but the local junior women are doing a whole lot better

Two Australians will meet In the junior girls final
Annabel ll-nud and Siobhan Drake Brockman

No 2
ﬂ-:htr

6.63.6
L #*

seed Elwood beatl Jeon Mi-ra of South Korea 48 6-4
semifinal and will play No 3 seed Drake Brokman.
3 winner over Yvetie Basting of the Netherlands

# L

HELPF: WTA Tour players have been collect

ing Nems

an auction (o be held next week In Tokyo to

benefit victims of the Kobe earthquake Among items already
collected for the auction to be held during the Pan Pacific
lournament, are hats and T-shirts signed by Jim Courter, Pete

Sampras and Todd Martin and three Australlan Open posters
sigprewd b lemclisig e 5 et svrirtien

MELBOURNE, Jan 27:
Arantxa Sancheg Vicario
gained a timely boost to her
bid (o secure a first Australian
Open singles crown when she
teamed with Czech. Jana
Novotna to win Lthe women's
doubles crown Friday, reports
AP.

Sanchez Vicario, who f[aces
France's Mary Plerce in Satur-
day's women's final, and No-
voina beal defending cham-
plons and top seeds Gigl
Fernandez and Natasha Zvereva
6-3. 67 [3-7), 6-4 in a rain-in-
terrupted final.

The win give Sanchez
Vicario and Novotna their sec-
ond straight Grand Slam dou-
bles title. They teamed to win
the US Open final laslt
September. That win stopped
Fernandez and Zvereva from
completing a Grand Slam of
doubles titles. They had won
the Wipbledon. Australian and
US Open crowns earlier in
| 994.

Sanchez Vicario and No-
votna took Friday's final when

the Spaniard whipped a high |

backhand volley past the world
No | pairing on their second
championship point — after
dropping one in the second
sel.

“I's always nice 1o come
and play in two Grand Slam fi-
rals.” said Sanchez Vicario of
making both the singles and
doubles deciders. “I'm very
happy. and now | will be able
to rest and be ready for the
next one. [t's very exciting.”

Sanchez Vicarlo and
Novotna had their first match
point on their opponents'
serve at 5-6 in the second set.
but an overhead by Zvereva
saved it and the titleholders
went on to clinch the
tiebreaker and level the match.

Play was haited for 40 min-
utes when rain led officials to
close the retractable roof at
the National Tennis Centre
with the match locked at 4-4
and deuce on Fernandez's
serve in the third set.

When play resumed.
Sanchez Vicario and Novotna
took charge. broke for 5-4 and
then Sanchez Vicario served it
ot

| think it (the rain delay)
helped us a lot 10 sit down and
relax and to come back
stronger and finish them off~
said the Spaniard. who was not
troubled by the tendinitis in
her right arm

Novotna saild they had al-
tered .their tactics after their
past defeats by the top seeds.
bul refupesr 19 be 1pore spe-
cific

"We've lost to them manv
times and had to do something
different. and that's what we
did.” Nowotna said

Sanchez Vicario and No-
votna shared US dirs 150.000
lor the win. Fernandez and
Zvereva split US dirs 75.000

McCall sued

MIAMI. Jan 27 A Fort
Lauvderdale woman sued WBC
heavyweight champion Oliver
McCall on Thursday, claiming
he pushed her down and seri
ously Injured her knee afler
she rebufled his attempis to
kisa her, reporis AP

Lisa Bramiel. 34, accuses
McCall of baltery and negh
genee in the incident that she
sald oocurred Dec 26 at a sur
prise birthday party for her in
her coustn's Mantation home

“The message that we want
for cufywey Lo Mo all 1a that he
Lu;ﬂhi I | e TR H:Hﬂll]'ﬁ his

trwi sler arul proler sai] et
Attorney Ellls Iubin al a news

tonlerence  altended by
Braziel who wore a heavy
hiace on her left knee and

walked with a hmp
Rubin said his clhient suf

lcred "permanent’ ligament
damage that will require
SUTReTY

Rubin alst sald Braziel a
nurse has been unable W work
since Uhe incident and that her
suil filed in Broward County
( weull Court seehks more than
dirs” 15,000 for bodily injury
suffering. mental anguish
medical costs and loss of earn:
ngs

Braznel said she met McCall
49 two weeks before the pany
and called him the “kissing
bandit’ for his constantl at-
lempls o date and kiss her
She rejected his advances be-
cause he was married and she
wasn | interested in datling
hun, she said.

Braziel said that at the
party. McCall came up behind
her grabbed her waist and
iried to kiss her Shé claims
that when she pushed him
away, he picked her up. sel
her down and then threw her
un the ground. Her knee
crumpled beneath her. she
s

Titas sports
The annual sports compet)
tion of Titas Gas Company was
lield at the Rajarbagh Police

Line ground here yesterday.
reports BSS

Finance division became
champions while administra
Hon division became runners

Ilp
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Arantxa Sanches-Vicario ol Spain |

and C .!'.U.h. -l ina Novotng di=plas the

'hnn than Open

women & doubles tropby on Jan 27. In the final, Sanchez-Vicario und Novolna beat American

(ngh Fernandez and Natasha Zvereva of Belarus ﬁ-"l. 6-7(3/7), 6-4.

MELBOURNE.

Jan 27: Spain's
Aranixa Sanchez
Vicario. so long

r Y N
ihe courtier to

Lthe queen of the

courts. Stefli Graf. can at last
wres! the number one crown
irom the injured German if
she wins Saturday's Australian
Open title. report agencies.

Bul standing in her way as a
new pretender (o the throne is
France s Mary Pierce. only 20
and in irresistible form in her
progress (o the years first
Grand Slam final

Neither the fourth-seeded
Prerce nor top-seed and world
number two Sanchez Vicario
has dropped a set in six
maltches at this tourmament..
though the Spaniard has yet to
play a seed

The 23-year-old winner of
lhree Grand Slams. two of
them last year. does not regard
the unprecedented ease of her
passage (0 a Grand Slam final
as giving her opponent any ad
vantiage

It puts even more pres
sure on you because. even
though the seeded plavers are
not there. these [unseeded)
players are playing well and
make it tough ~ sad Sanchez
Vicario

The tenacious Spaniard.
whose fighting spirit has
made her a favourite among
the fans. was hammered 6-0
6-2 by Gral in last year's final
but much has happened in the
women s game since Lthen

She went on to win her first
Grand Slam of the year by beat
ing Pierce 6-4. 6-4 at the
French Open in early June
then followed that up with vic
jory over the formidable Grafl
at the US Open

But her second title was
against a Graf who. seriously
affected by a back injury. let
slip a 61 32 lead 1o lose in
three sels

Crals subsequent strugge
o regain fitness has given the
resilient Sanchez Vicario so
long in the shadow of Gral and
the absent Mpnica Seles. (he
opperiunily to grab the top
ranking lor the first time

o hear her speak over the
past week. however, Saturday's

imalch her seventh Grand
BSlam [inal is just another
game and ashe will not be

abxout the diegmn ol

CROSSWORD By Eugene

Widow"
composer 41 “Treasure,
6 Reticent island”
9 Capp and
Capone 43 He
12 Seek out has eyes
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T11IPIPIEIR
(4181}

VIS SR

[]L'Jll

M| | 1O/
Gl IPIPIE IR

CIAIBIONNS | AWRERIALIID
AILIAL T Pl IE |

S| MIPEE | IRIERRPIYILIE

JIAIMIAIRIAICIK
EITIA
HIOIVINIDIDIOIG

ending Grafs
as number one.
1t would be great if 1 do it
but it's not on my mind. | will
just try to go and play my best
and see whalt happens.” she

19-month reign

said after beating 47th-ranked
American Marianne Werdel-
Witmeyer in a one-sided semi-
final

She has also rejected any
psycholdgical advantage from
defeat of the Canadian-

her

MARY PIERCE

born Plerce in Paris after her
opponent had made French
Open history by becoming the

. '
Ih.l'a l.aﬂ.l S

J l l - l

tennis

crown

National champion., Hira Lal
chinched the men s singles t)
the of the Jabbar memorial
tennis tournament defeating
Jhelan 61 6-2 in the final

plaved at the Engineers’ Club
court yesterday. reporis LINB

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman attended
the cigeing (unction as the
chiefl guest apd gave away the
prizes

ttira lLal recrived Th seven
thonsand as prize money while
ranner up JJhelan Tk four
FE on sy

i
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‘thll won't

,5 {‘55

— AFP photo

Pierce in Sanchez's way

first player to drop only 10
games on her way to the final.

‘It's a different surface
here. | think whoever is
tougher. more aggressive and
stronger will be the one who
will win the match.” said
Sanchez Vicario.

She is confident of handling
the firepower of Plerce.

‘I've played against Mary
six or seven lUmes,” Sanchez
Vicario said. "She hits the ball
hard, but | can tell you that
Werdel Witmeyer hits the ball
harder than she does. That's
what made the match perfect
preparation for the final.”

Pierce, borm im Montreal to
an American lather and French

mother., has long been re-
garded as one of the most
promising younger players

Now she alms to [ulfill that
promise on Lthe rubberised
Rebound Ace surface, where
the high bounce and slower
pace suils her game.

Pierce. who is bidding to
become the first Frenchwoman
since 1967 to win a Grand
Slam. believes she can improve
on her form.

‘Winning the Australian
Open would mean a lot.” said
Plerce. who appears lo have
pul the coniroversies sur-

rounding her [altber behind
her. “I've worked hard this

winter. physically. It would
give me a lot of satisfaction -

Pierce will be playing her
first major tournament without
the presence ol her mother.
Yannick. who has stayed at
their Florida home to be with
her brother.

Also absent is American
coaching guru. Nick Bolletieri,
who left after her quarterfinal
win over Natasha Zvereva be-
cause of prior commitments.

But she Insists the nerves
that hit her in Paris will nol
reappear

"Before the final at Roland
Garros | had problems getting
to sleep.” Plerce sald. °1 know
happen here. I'm
much more relaxed . There
was more pressure at Roland
Garros. When | played Arantxa
| was nervous. | was thinking
about a lot of different things
at once.”

Both Pierce and Sanchez
Vicario go into the final the
niggling injuries but they are
unlikely to affect their  per
lormance
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MELBOURNE. Jan 27. (AP):
Highlights and key information
Friday from the Australian
Open tennis championship:

Weather: Rain forced sev-
eral delays in play and a flash
flood covered centre courl
with walter.

Attendance: 11, 792.

Results: Andre Agassi ad-
vanced to the men's final when
his opponent, Aaron Kri-
ckstein, defaulted.

Upsets: None.

Injuries: Aaron Krickstein
was forced to default his semi-
final match due to a groin in-
jury in his right leg.

Stat of the day: An esti-
mated three inches (7.5 cen-
limetres) of water covered
centre court after a flash flood
during a thunderstorm.

@uote: “You think that when
you have a stadium with a roof
vou have all the angles cov-
ered:” Andre Agassi after
Centre L‘uurt was flooded.

Saturday Highlight: Arantxa
Sanchez .Vicario and Mary
Pierce play the women's sin-
gles final.

Clinton gets
impatient

NEW YORK. Jan 27: Presi-
dent Clinton hw sel a Feb 6
deadline for players and ow-
1ers o seitle the Major League
haseball strike, reports AP,

But it Is uncertain what will
happen if that deadline passes
withou! an agreement.

As Lhe US Senate scheduled
a4 new hearing on baseball's an-
titrust exemptlion. Clinton
ordered both sides back to the
bargaining table. Mediator WJ
Usery. appointed by Clinton on
Oct 14, said talks will resume
Wednesday in Washington. The
president said il a seltlement
doesn’t seem imminent by his
deadline, he will ask Usery to
recomineiygled a solution.

‘I hope it doesn't come to
that.” Clinton said ominously.
‘I urge the owners and the
players Lo give their full sup-
port to this mediation effort.
and to settle this unfortunate
tspute themselves. It is time
to put behind us the rancor
arwl cynicisim that are shadow-
ing the American ideal of basé-
ball. It is time to let all the ex-
citeiment that the 1995 season
can oller sweep away that tar-
nished image. It's time to play
ball "

Management negotiator
John Harrington. chief execu-
tive ol the Boston Red Sox,
welcomed Clinton's statement.
It creales a deadline and
maybe that's good for both
sides.” he said.

The strike. baseball's eighth
work stoppage since 1972, is
in its 169th day Friday. The

| core of the dispule is the own-

ers desire for a wage cetling

and the players bitter opposi-
tian to it

Owners broke off talks Dec
22 and the following day im-
plemented a salary cap. No
talks have taken place since,
and the sides have flled unfair
labor practice charges against
each other. Owners plan to
open spring Ualning Feb 186

with replacement players.

In Washington, the Senate
Judiciary Commitlee’'s sub-
commitiee on antitrust, busi-
ness rights and competition
cialled a Feb 15 hearing on
baseball's exemption. which
was cresled by a 1922 Sup-
reme Court dectsion  Union
head Donald Fehr and acting
commissioner Bud Selig are
ted to tesl
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ORIST COULD DEVELOP VER

BEAUTY-SALON COL-
Y HIGH BLONDE PRES-

SURE. Today’s Cryptoquip clue: R equals H

The

is a substitution cl

in which one
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lhat he expected the st 10 be
very much less than 71
Two coaches and six bagk-

makers have also been de
Latre]

Energy and Mineral Re
sources Secretary M Falzur
Razzak witnessed the meet as
Lhe chief guest and distributed
! the prizes

letter stands for another. If you
mlqmowmmm

locating vowels. Sol

think X equals O, It
yuudmtn
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NOT A POOL, BELIEVE IT OR NOT .. asecurity guard
surveys the damage after a heavy downpour flooded the
Centre Court at the Australian Open yesterday A power
failure caused the water pump to malfunction — AFP photo




