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Diarrhoea
claims 27, -
attacks 4000

MADARIPUR, Jam 27:
Diarthoea claimed 237 lives
and affected 4000 other peo-
ple in four thanas of the dis-

trict during the last three
weeks, unafficial sources said,
*reports UNB.

Official sources confirmed
seven deaths and attacked 520
people of the water-borne dis-
easc
Accordimg 10 local people.
11 people died and 2.00Q
were allacked in Rajoir thana
during the period while four
people died and 450 were at-
tacked In Shibchar. five died
and 500 were attacked in
Kalkini seven died and
1200 were attacked In Sadar

quite insufficient in the af-
fected areas.

Contraband
worth Tk 15
lakh seized

RAJSHAHI. Jan 27: The
BDR personnel seized Indian
contrabands cattle-
heads worth about Taka 15
lakh by conducting raids at
Tangon. Char Shyampur and
Dargah Para of the district
Wednesday . an official source
said. reports BSS.

The smuggied goods were
A deposited with the customs
authorities.

Robbers.open
fire on shop .
keepers, 22

seriously hurt

JAMALPUR, Jan 27
Twenty-two people were in-
jured when armed dacoits at-

tacked a market in iganj
thana of the district
Wednesday night. reports
UNB.

Police said. a gang of 20 to
25 miscreants equipped with
firearms raided some 20 shops
in Sharmara Bazar shortly after
mwidnight and looted cash and
goods worth Th 33 lakh.

The dacoits opened fire as
seme husinessmen tried to
resist them. Five people were
sent to Mymensingh Medical

College Hospital with bullet
wounds. Seventeen pthers

were given [irst aid at

Bakshigan) Health Complex

Clash over
kidnapping of
agirl leaves

seven hurt

SIRAJGAN.) . Jan 27 Seven

Jhenidah

JHENIDAH. Jan :
Prospect of availability of natu-
ral gas is bright at village
Meererhuda in Sadar thana of
the district. reports UNB.
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Fishermen in Natore face

numerous problem

NATORE. Jan 27: About 31
thousand fishermen's families
in Natore district and in the
vast Chalan beel areas have
"been leading a miserable lifes

and facing manifold problems
in carrying out their ancestral
profession due to high prices
and
~ scarcity of the materials., want

wasles into 'Narod' river from
different mills.

Musi of these fishermen are

‘ now being compelled to give

up their profession.
Pisciculture in the six
thanas of the district and the

Chalan beel areas has been
largely affected due to drying
up ol a number of water-bodies
here, for unexpected drought
and less rainfall '

As a result. the fish of the
large Chalan beel — the great-
est store-house of fish in the
country has turned into a
desert.

Siltation of the 40 kilome-
tre long Narod river in the dis-
trict i§ also affecting the pisci-
culture in this region.

Narod river has become not
only fish-less but also all types
of living creatures has disap-
peared as a result of discharg-

- MOULV] BAZAR. Jan 27T

| Publie Health Engmeering

Deparument (PHED! Moulvi
bazar has laken up a scheme o
insial 938 various types of
iubewells under pure water
supply programme iIn (he six
thanas of Mouivibazar district
during curren! financial year
OMficial source said. he
scheme will be funded by the
United Nauions international
Children's Emergency Fund

; [UHH:!'-F"I- Estimated cost for

sinking of cach shallow tube-

well is Taka seven thousand

five hundred. each tara-pump
costs Taka ten thousand and
cach ring-well cost Taka 80
thousand

The source added that. of
the total tubewells 121 shallow
will be sunk under un-
senved funderserved  poacket

Surma

of fund, discharging poisonous

SYLHET: The ﬁnuth Surma

area looked
and 22 in protest against the pourashava election. Over 13,000 voters of ward number 12 and
13 boycotied the election protesting the inclusion of the area within the pourashava
boundary. The voters of the wards (12,13) were demanding a new thana named, South
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ing poisonous wastes [rom
Jamuna Distillery into the
rver.

About 2 thousand metric
tons of fishes per year were
caught from the river during
1980 to 1984 year.

Though releasing poisonous

wastes into river violates the

Fish Preservation Law ap-
proved in 1950. no case has
been filed .n this connection
in last 8 to 10 years so far.
Besides. the fish releasing
Programme of the Fisheries
Department at Halti beel of
Natore and Naogaon districls
under 3rd Fisheries Project
has been closed on account of
dissatisfaction of the main
donor v — World Bank.

A reliable source said that
the main cause of deducting
the beel from the project is
most of the Jalmahals of -the
beel areas were not in posses-
sion of genuiné fishefmen.

The fishermen of the dis-
trict and Chalan beel areas are
passing their days in extreme
hardship due to shortage of
capital. In absence of adequate
loan from the banks. they are
tv borrow money from money-
lenders at a high rate of inter-

est to buy their fishing appli-

" there is an existing

e —

area progeaniuie. 354 shallow
will be sunk under develop-
ment and renovalion pro
granune. JOB tara pump will
e sunk under deep wialer
level area programme, |67
shallow will be sunk under
slum and suburbs area pro
gramme and 90 ring-wells will
be sunk under hilly area water
supply programame

Besides this, the PHED will
disiribute 7. 550 slabs and
22650 rings for ensuring sanj-

tary totlet o the rural and
slum peopie
On the other hand. Lhe

PHED has taken up another
project involving Taka one
crore 21 lakh to introduce wg
ter supply through pipe lines
in the Srimongal pourasava
area of the Moulvibazar dis-
Lrict

ances including boats and nets.

Some fishermen informed
The Daily Star that the bank
loan sanctioned to the fisher-
men is quite inadequate and it
is very difficult to get the
loans.

Meanwhile. many non-pro-
fessional fishermen have taken
up the profession for their
survival. Most of the water-
bodies here are leased out to
the non-professionals. But
law in the
country providing for leasing
out the beels and jalmahals to
the genuine fishermen.
However. the law has not come
into force here as yet.

It is alleged that some lease
holder in collaboration with
the local vested groups are
giving sub-lease to the fake
fishermen.

It is also alleged that the
non-professionals are catching
fishes by force and even they
take away the nets and boats
from the professional fisher-
men.

Many fishermen has already
given up their profession and
are working as a day labours.

Local people have urged the
concerned authorities to take
immediate steps for saving
these fishermen.

=

Outlawed party
members kill

night guard

MEHERPUR, Jan 27
Miscreants killed a night guard
and wounded another at
Islamnagar village s Gangni
thana early Thursday reports
UNB

Villagers said the assadants
swooped on three nighiguards
and kntfed w death Arshed Al
35. while they were patrolling
the village at mudnighn

The injured Nurunnals. 30
was admitled w Ganggu Health
Complex with serious wounds

Police suspected that the
miscreants were the members
of outlawed parties

A case was flled with the lo-
cal police.

Another repert adds
Dacoits broke into the Gowvern-
inent Veterinary Hospital near
Gangni bus stand and looted
equipnfents worth about Tk
one lakh early today .

deserted during the 48-hour hartal on January 2]
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OMS fuﬁctioning
smoothly in
Barisal Division

BARISAL, Jan 27. Fcur
thousand and two hundred
metric tons ol rice and three
thousand metric tons of wheat
were sold in In six southemn
districts under Open Market
Sale [(OMS) programme in
three months tll December,
reports BSS.

According to regional food
controller office sources. these
grains were sold through 126
centres in 38 thanas of Barisal
Division .

Rice was soid at the rate of
Tk 10.50 per kilogram and
wheat at the rate of Tk 7 per
kilogram.

Of the total 1.125 metric

. tons ofsrice and B89]1 metric
tons of wheat were sold in
Barisal district., 221 metric

tons of rice and .177 metric

tons of wheay in Jhalakati. 657
metric tons of rice and 521

metric tons of wheat in Bhola.
671 metric tons of rice and
483 metric tons of wheat in
Priojpur, 879 metric tons of
rice and 534 metric tons of
wheat in Patuakhali and 716
metric tons of rice and 534
metric tons of wheat in
Patuakhali and 716 metric
tons of rice and 534 metric
tons of wheat in Barguna dis-
iricts.

The stock position of the
grains m the division is stated
to be satisfattory. the source

High prices of
inputs, IRRI,
boro cultivation

affected

SATKHIRA. .jan 27: Cultiv-
ation of IRRI Boro and other
rabi crops has been ham-
pering due to high labour cost
and high prices ol inputs
including fertilizers. reports
LINB

The prices of fertilizers. in
seclicides and other inputs
have shot up In the last few
monihs and flinding no other
way oul. local farmers are us
ing low guality Indian fertiliz
ere and nsecticidesa

Agricpltural Extension
Depariment said use of low
quality India nade agricultural
ingaits. pest attack and insuff
cienl rainfall have been ham
pering the cultivation.

Ihe larmers sald though
gpvernment recently refixed
the prices of fertilisers and in-
secticides no significant im
pact is vislble in the market

They alleged that no step
has been laken 10 stop selling
ol substandard lertilisers and
insecticides by the concerned
authorities. They said Lthe Lar:
grt of production this season
would ot be s hieved

On the other hand. he
lsrmers are [acing problems (o
Lake care of Lhe standing crops
due high labour cost

Toll. collectors
harass farmers,
traders

MADARIPUR. Jan 27: Poor
[aniners and small traders al
leged Lthat they are being ha
rassed by some toll  collectors
al different hats and bazars in
Lhe distrnct. reports UNB.

They said the lease-holders
of different markets including
Khasher Hai: Utrall Hat.
Faswata Hal. Shashiker Hat.
R.ajoly Hat. Taker Hat and
Moslafapur Hat are collecting
lis three to lour Umes higher
than the rate fixed by the gov-
ernument diflerent hats.

They also alleged that the
wil collectors are not provid-
ing any receipl against collec-
tion olls and they do not
maintain - the required chart
jor the iolls.

"~ The traders sald in collabo-
ration with some dishorest of -
icials the lease-holders Laken
uwindue henefit by collecting
lolis at high rates.

ying

They said they are
laxes and lolls regu but

the concerned authorities have
not yét taken any schemes for

the development of these
markets
They wurged the district

administration to stop ocollect.
ng tolis above the rates fixed

by the government and take
action against its violators.
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Prices of vegetables fall

JHENIDAH, Jan 27 The
prices of rice, coarse flour and
wheat increased while price of
vegetables have sharply fallen
in different markets of
Jehnidah district.

The riee is being sold be-
tween Taka 13 and 16 per
kilogram. Fine quality of rice is
being sold at Taka 17 pet kilo-
gram. In different hats and
bazars one kilogram of coarse
flour which is know as "atta”
is being sold between Taka 10
and 50 paisa and Taka 12.
Fine quality of atta at the rate
of Taka 14 per kilogram.
Further per kilogram of wheat
is being sold between Taka 10
and 11.

Due to price hike of essen-
tial all classes of people espe-
cially the day labourers and bw
income group people are suf-
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fering. They are not in a posi-
tion to meet their need with
limited income.

Moreover, prices of all
types of vegetables have dra-
matically fallen in the markets
since last week. One kilogram
of palong shaak is being sold
at Taka 1.00 of Taka 4.00,
beans at Taka 3.00 instead of
Taka 6.00, brinzal at Taka 1.00
instead of Taka 6.00, bacil at
Taka 3.00 against Taka 8.00.
potato at Taka 4.00 and 5.00
instead of 8.00 per kilogram, A
piece of pumpkin is being sold
between Taka 2.00 and 4.00
and the last week's price of
Taka 8.00.

Due to price fall of vegeta-
bles farmers are purchasing
the same Lo use as fodder for
their animpls like cows. buf-
faloes elc.

L
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Gangsters create reign

Sharp rise in prices of rice, atta

Talking to some growers
told that due to small rainfall
production increases 2 to 3
times in their lands which
compelled them to sale the
vegetables at lower price.

According to another re-
port, police arrested 3 noto-
rious snatchers and recovered
some stolen goods from vil-
lage Laxmipur in sadar thana of
the district recently. Police
sald that two pedestrians of
village Parmathurapur were
returning home and were at-
tacked by a gang of snatchers
al Beltala in Sadar thana. The
snatcher showing” knives
snatched valuables for Taka 26
thousand. A case was lodged
with police and acting on an
information  police arrested
Tushar. Sobhan, and Sanzit in
this connection

~of terror in a village

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Jan 27: An armed
gang of men numbering about
150 created reign of terror re-
cently when they attacked the
village Naopara. some six
kKtlometres from Sailkupa

thana of Jhenidah district.
Report says, one Belayel

Hossain Salok, 32, was stabbed
by some miscreants near
Harthara Pashchimpara at
about 7-30 pin on December.
20 and succumgbed 1o his in-
juries at Jhenidah sadar hospi-

tal.

. A case was [iled with
Sailkupa thana In this connec

tion Next day after burrying
the deceased about 150 peo-

pie started looting. assaulting
and damaging crops and valu-
ables of the opponent group.

Villagers say. followers of
the deceased numbering about
1 30 attacked the house of Jalal
Khan and damaged his four
straw made huts. looted all his
belongings including a tube
well. The attackers razed the
houses (o the ground,

The miscreants then at
tacked the house of Golam
Mustafa at about 8 pm and
damaged two tinshed houses
and all domestic belongings

Sikaron Nessa. an old
woman aged about 80, told this
correspondent that the looters
looted their cattle. goats. hens.
ducks. They even looted food
sinffs from their houses

The looters then entered
into the houses of Sher AN
Biswas and damaged one un
shed house. three straw made
houses and looted all belong
ings on December 15

Angry looters also looted all
belongings from the houses of
Kune Biswas iwluding a shal-

JHENIDAH The miscreants reportedly destrogs many
the distnict. The photo shows damaged house of Sher Ali Biswas

low 1ubewell machine on rick-
shaw vans. They even looted
clothing.

Goleza Khatun, 72, who re
lused to give her photograph
alleged that the looters looted
doats hens and goods from the

house of Ahuned Ali Master in
the night of December 2]

They threw away a child from
the mother's shelter. Wife ol
Ahmed Ali Master was also
tortured by the looters. she al-
leged. :
Village people sald that the

looters also looted all belong- .

.ings from the house of Arman
Biswas. Nurjahan Begum, 60,
wife of Arman Biswas. alleged
that even after having assur-
ance from the police they
could not save their goods.

The robbers looted valu-
ables worth at least Taka 90
thousand from those houses. At
the -time of this correspon-
dent's visit. the affected village
people alleged that the looters
still come to torture female
members who do not leave
their damaged houses. In the
night the looters throw brick-
bats on their houses and loot
cooked food. They also

threaten to kill the inhabitants.
They said. the males were

hiding to avoid unnecessary ar-
rest by police. Some support-
ers ol deceased said that po
lice reportedly looted few valu-
dbles. But police said that they
had damaged the houses par-
tially for the interest of cases
and lootings were done by the
supporters of the deceased.
Local people said that valu-
abids worth at least Taka 35
lakh was looted or damaged
following the killing incident
from the village

One killed in
road mishap

JHENIDAH, Jan 27: A young
man was killed while a speedy
bus ran over him at r on
the Jhenidah-Kushtia road on
January 18, says UNB.

. Police said. Alamgir, 22,
Supervisor of Anny Poribahan,
who boarded the Kushtia
bound AB Paribahan, suddenly
fell down when the driver
stopped the bus to save a bi-
cyclist.

He was rushed to Kushtia
sadar hospital where he suc-
cumbed on the same day.

Witnesses said another
young man, a student of
Islamic University,.was also in-
jured in the accident.

The driver. however, man-
aged to flee with the bus. A
case was filed with the police.

School teacher,
child killed
in road mishap

TANGAIL Jan 27: Merina
Khan a primary school teacher
and a child were killed in a
road accident at Karati para six
miles from Tangail on Tangail-
Dhaka road recently, reports
BSS.

The accident occurred
when a minibus bound for
Dhaka fell in to a road side
ditch.

Hospital source added that
five passengers of the minibus
were injured and admitted to
Tangatl sadar hospital in criti-
cal condition.

Merina Khan about, 35 year

“was going to Gorai Government

Primary School from her
Adaltpara house. She left three
minor daughters and her hus-
band to mourn her death.

e

Sh{}rt:ifge of hiEh yiclding varietx

Cultivation hampered in
rural areas of Barisal div

BH(OWA Jan 27: Culuvation
is being haimnpered in the rural
areas ol Bansal division due o
shorage ol huigh yielding vari
ely seeds as government! has
been closing the seed sales
cenires since June last year
reports LUNB

Meanwhile 23 thana sales
centres of this division have al-
ready been closed and the rest
will follow the suil soon as per
the decision of the govern
ment

The closed sales centres
were al Daulaikhan. Tajam
uddin Monpura. Bakergan|
Muladi. Hizla. Banaripara.
Pirojpur Sadar. Kalatia, Kaw
khali. Nazirpur. Mothbaria
Swarupkathi. Bamna. Betagl
Patharghata. Dasmina- Mir:
zagan|, Kalapara. Amiol.
Jhalakathi Sadar. Nelchhiu
and Rajapur thanas of six
districts under the division.

Government has taken the
decision ol closing the sales
centres run by Bangladeah
Agriculture Development
Corporation. bt nothing alter
native has yet been done in re

speci

Farmers are facing prob
lems 1in the cusrent roe and
loro season As Lthey do nol get
HYV seeds as per their de
mared. As a result, cultivation is
being hampered seriously

On the other hand., 50 em-
ployees of the closed sales
cenires are drawing their
salaries without any work. The
authority has not taken any de-
cision so far about the future of
these employees. it is learni.

Another report adds: A
number of development pro-
jects have been taken up at the
exiended area of Bhola munic
ipality &t a cost of Tk 69 50
lakh in the current fiscal

Arcording o officials, these
projects include canstruction
of draina, RUC anedl HBB roads

o And bitumin carpeting of these

roadcds .
The work on these projects

will start soon and s expected .

to be compieted by June next.

The pourashabha will imple- _

menl the projecis with its own
fund, officials said

e ol

kucha houses in village, Naopara of
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Imposter
arrested

BRAHMANBARIA, Jan 27
Police arrested an impostor
who identified himself as an
Officer in-Charge of sadar po-
e station on January 19, re-
ports LINB

According te police,
Mizanur Rahman of Sadla wvil-
lage in Sadar than was de-
manding bribe identifying
himself as the OC from one
Babul Miah of Sreerampur vil-
lage in Sadar thana.

Babul later informed the
matter to the sadar police who
arrested the impostor.

A case was registered and
further investigation is on.

Another message adds
Palice seized smuggled Indian
goods warth Tk 1.56 crore
railing different areas in five
thanas of the district during
the last year

Police also arrested 34
s during the period.
goods included Indlan
sareea, "nld biscuits, spare
parts of wvehicles. oranges,
sugar, phensidyl, fish and
puilses

A lotal of 34 cases were
registered with the police.



