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The Role of Teacher Organisati

NY hustsan organisation

represeats onily in dive

rsity A swcial or cultural
organisation comprising hu
man members s a congl
omerate ol diverse personality
lypes, Regional or iniemational
organisations. compaising i
ther human eclements or siates
as members., are ol the same
nature All such types of
‘organisatons result from a
conscious eflort o achieve a
common goal by overgoiming
the differences that divide the
component clements. | woyld
like here (0 consider two such
organisations : -the Education
international (El) and the
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC).
| wish in particular. to con-
sider how the members of the
former organisation located in
South Asia can promate the
objective of the latler organisa.
tion. In fact, we have to con-
sider three interrelated con-

cepis: education. educator or -

teacher and SAARC. To estab-
lish the suggestied interlinkage
all these three ¢ need
to be explicated in the relevant
context.

Education is about the way
in which human beings live
their lives. Its function is to
improve the guality of life. But
there are two views of human
lile. both valid and both the
concern ol the teacher
English poet and Clergyman
John Donne (1572 1631) once
asserted that No man is an
[land intire unto itsell”
(Devotions XVII)." In reality,
however, we live our lives on
the separate islands of our own
consciousness. No man can
ever scale the cliffs of an-
other's island. They are im
penetrable except for the abil
ity o communicate with ether
islands. but the isolation di-
minishes as this ability im-
proves.

The loneliness and the
lransitoriness of man impels
him w0 reach outl w0 his fellows
for companionship and secu-
rity. The urge to do so is the
oldest and deepest social
need. and so he becomes part
of a community bound together
by a crisis-cross of relation-
ships. He is a separate ¥sland
bui, because ol his humanity,
his island can never be' quite
entire unto itself . The task of
education is concerned with

sup .

the individual and with society
Education therefure its qf
ganisation. method and con
tenl, can never be isolaled
from social change Education
it e robustly responsive w
the winds of change but noi
over sensilive W every tashion
nbie wees

The UNESCO Special
intergovernmental Conference
o the Status of Teachers heid
on 5 October 1986 in Paris
elaborated on the concept of
education with the following
penetraling words:

Education from the earliest
school years should be di-
recited W the all-round devel
opment of the human person-
ality and to the spiritual,
moral. social, cultural and eco-
nomic progress of the com.
munity. as well as to the incul-

cation of deep lgr hu-
man rights and
freedom: within the frame-

work of these values the ut-
mosl importance should be at-
tached to the contribution to
be made by education o peace
and te understanding. tloler-
ance and friendship among all
nations and among racial or
religious groups

Such a spirt of education (s
also captured in the derivation
of the word education In
Latin. we find the word educ
¢re meaning to lead out', but
we also find the word educare
meaning to educate’. 'to bring
o raise . And it Is (rom
the latter that our word
education is directly derived
Education thus means leading
out the Iinnate knowledge,
virtues and powers ol man.
making the potential actual. To
be more apt, educatton In
volves a modification of natural
development which, as a result
to education, Is other than it
would have been without it
John Stuart Mill makes Lhe
concepl more calegorical
when he asserts that “whatever
helps to shape the human be-
ing. o make Lthe individual
what he is. or hinder him from
being what he i1s not — Is pan
ol his education’

There must. then.
persons Iin education., one of
whom. the teacher. is deliber
alely seeking 1o modify the de
velopment of the other. Like a
magnet, education must have
two poles. it i1s a bi-polar pro
cess. [t Is a teacher who actls

be (wo

on a4 pupdl. It thus appears that
much in education depends on

how and what a teacher can
deliver. The UNESCO report
gquotled carlier emphasises this
point by stressing Lhe qualili-
caUons of teachers: It should
be recognised that advance in
education depends largely on
the gqualifications and ability of
the teaching swtafl in general
and technical qualities of Lhe
individual teachers .

| deem i relevani her to
ponder the guestion: what
makes Lhe role of teachers or
their organisation so important
o the advancement of the
goals of SAARC? Perhaps it
would be a rewarding exercise
in this context if we flip a page
of German hisiory. After the
humiliating defeat” of Germany
by Napoleon at Jena in 1808,
Fichie, Prolessor of
al Jena. and afierwards Rector
of the new university at Berfin,
gave in the winter 1807-8 a
remarkabile series of Addresses
to the German Nation. plead-
ing that the state couid regen-
erate itsell only through educa-
tion. "Nt is education alone.” he .
said., "which can save us from
all the evils by which we are
oppressed” As home 10 a size
able chunk of the world's poor.
South Asia has o cope with
evils that are more numerous
and serious than those Pichte s
Germany had to deal with. If
education can save a nation it
Can save nations in a reglon. or
all across the world. A message

like this is conveyed when
Mary Hatwood Futrell.
President ol Education
international (El] says, "We

Nave the opportunity Lo Lrans-
lorin eloquent words inte dy

naimic action” While address:
ing a meeting W the organisa

Uon she headed In January
1993 she urge teachers o fully
shoulder their responsibilities
and to have the courage 1o
show the world s government

leaders that (ecachers mean
Dssdi iens
Educavion International

appears (o be inherently pre-
disposed towards Lhe goals of
harmony and peace In a sense
SAARC. the first ever regional
body in South Asia is. by nature
and spint, an organisation not
different from the Education
International. Both are geared
lo the purpose of seeking
conunon good for a large num-

ber of humans A perusal of the
objectives and projected activi-
ties of the Education
international shows that its
members possess certain val-
ues Lhat enable them to play
some role in the advancement
of the goals of SAARC. This is.
however 'a role more pert)-
nent to those members who
are located in South Asia.

The critical relevance of the
Education Initermnational be-
comes apparest when it is
found that the constitution

be independent of every gov-
self-governing and
not subject to control by any
political party or \deological or
religious grouping” Working at
the grass-root level in the
seven countries the teachers
belonging o this organisation
can influence public opinion
which will be independent of

any political bias or govern-
ment policy It is expected

that the optnions thus formed
may be for the common good
of the South Asian people.
Governments and political
parties have difficulty in rsing
above Lhetr own stated policies
wivd views  gaost of which may

-

e cprvass romd e ev hers can hrfp ﬁrm M*ﬁ

cumstiance,
international can play a role

mt-muw
party may find i to
play

relevant in the Sowuth Asian
context  As siated by the
Education International this

proflessional siatus:

imipwenement of teachers con-
Hivewmin ol mermvier 1he iﬂw

-

.

il o e et o aiey polie wl I4GS or guovernig il policy
— whch can only be jor the conwnon good of the South Asian

PeOpi

mentation of specific educa-

objectives

4. o promote the welfare of
the peoples of South Asia and
(o improve their quality of life

b to accelerate economic
growth social progress and
cultural development in the

and w0 provide all indi-

uals the opportunity to live

in dignity and 10 realise their
full potentials.

r o promote and
strengthen collective self-re-
Hance among the countries of
Ssmith Asim

d w0 contribute o utual
irust. understanding and ap
preciation of one another s
probilems

e 0o promote active collab-
oration and mutual assistance
in the economic. social cul
ftural technical and scientific
Netcln

[. 1o strength cooperation
with other developing coun
iries.

£ o strengilthen coopera
lion among themaelves in in
trrnational forums on matters
of comunon interests. and

h o cooperate with Inier
national and regonal organisa
thona with similar alms and
purpuars

Morrover the Fourth
Summit held Iin Islamabed In
I988 adopted a Basic Needs
approach which included sdu
cation as one of Lhe priorilies
None of the above objectives
can be achieved withowul a sal
Islactiory rise In leracy and
education n the SAARC coun
ries. it s heve Lhat Lhe each
ers of the Educamion
International can serve (he
perople In their respective
countries. U s ol erely Lhe
direct personal involvemetit in
educalion Lhat these weachers
can coniribule they can also
exert considerable pressure o
their respeciive countries Lo
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imlo reality
but insofar as achievement of
objectives is concerned it
leaves much to be desired
Much remains to be done

achievementis are

however. not as msignificant
as its detractors would have us
belicve. Perhaps SAARC has yet
a lung sttuggle ahead. But one
of the ways to prepare for such
a sirnaggle is to put this stiil
fedgling body on a solfid foot -
ing Structurally. SAARC re-
mains dominated by bureau

crals. An astute observer of the
South Asian scenarie Kuldip
Nayar has the following (o say
on the negative impact of bu-
reaucrats on indo-Pakistan re-
lations. i one were o single
ot persons responsibde lor not
even allowing decency o re
Nect in differences [between
India and Pakistan| the bu

reaucrals are most (o Hlame
They are the ones who give
shape o politicians populist
perceplion. Lhey invariably mix
with it their prgjudice and
megalomaniac notion of their
nation s grandeur” What these
words appear o sugges! is that
a betterment of Indo Pakistan
relations is predicated on a
widespread people W people
contact between these (wo
countries The Same is Lrue for
SAARC [t is heartening to
know that (rom the very be

ginning ths mperalive has
beén endorsed in the SAAR(

documents The seventh
summit heldd in Dhaka on 10
Il April 1993 siressed (hat
the lormulatvon of guidelines
and procedures for extending

L i a0 s —
ons in Promoting the Ideals of SAARC

fecogmon e regional apex
paucn of these bodies in pro-
Boting reghonal COOPETELION al
ihe people-lo-people level”
There are already some

apex bodies operating in South
Asia. Lhese are. for example
ithe SAARC Chamber of
Commerce and industry. South
Asian Festival for cultural
evenis: and the Association of
SAARC Speakers and
Parlamentarians
Unlortunately. however, there
i8 No such jorum for leachers.
who | believe. are the ones
most relevant in building peo-
pie-to-peopie contact from the
grass-root level In this context
-my humble suggestion would
be to form a South Asian
Teachers Forum out of the
members of the Education
international. The members of
the proposed South Asian
Teachers Forum would. in re-
ality. advance the rvommon.
goals of the ‘Education

international and SAARC If the
teachers belonging to this in-

lermational body can deliver
goods as envisaged | find the
words of Federico Mayor,
Director-General UNESCO
most relevant when he says If
[Education [International] has
the know-how and the talent
o implethent innovation and
sharing far beyond what is
nermally found in governmen:
circles’

in this last decade of the
millenium we are witnessing
changes thal may be either
auspicious or ominous for the
days ahead But we have the
ability and skill to shape
change for our benefit. For this
we need lo harness the energy
and wisdom (hat has so ofien
come oud ol humans In servicy
of such an exalted goal The
critical relevance of the
Educdation International in
seeking a goal like this be
comes rvident when ye are
remiunded of the fact thatl this
is a time ol exploding role of
NGOs around the world We
need o nurture these forces as
we seck Lo weld larger struc
lures that cross (amiliar bor
ders and power centres Thus
the estieemed leachers of the
FEducauon Internavuonal can
and should exert themselves In
advancing SAARC as an sUtu
Hon capable ol delivering Lhe
desired goals

Writing,

By Bharat Dogra

One

HE truck sped away achvantage of thetr i gnorance

RLEK i1s trving to arrange
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Reading,

of the manvy

I killing Zahir's goat s

driver sure that the ipnorant
caltle herders who saw (he
accident in the lorésls near
the North Indian town of
Dehradun. could not read his
license plate

But unlike in the past. when
they helplessly waiched rash
highway drivers knock down
their livestock. the nomadic
lorest dwellers were ready this
Lime
~ Whipping out their smudgy
notebooks and pencil stubs,
they scribbled down the
truck's number. Luck was with
them when thev spotted the
same vehicle a few davs later.
Faced with recorded proof of
his crime. the driver agreed (o
pay Zahir for his goat.

This sequence would have
been unimaguiable a year ago
when none ol the migrant
tribal catile herders could read
or wrijle.

Thanks to a remarkable lit
eracy scheme, the Gujjars have
now picked up these skills
even while nligrating every
season from their winter forest
homes near the Himalavan
foothills.

Taking Iteracy to the 8,000
nbmadic Gujjar households in-
habiting the forests spread
actoss Dehradun and its ad-
Joming districts., has been no

easy tlask for the Rural
Litigation and Entitlement
Kendra (RLEK), a non-gov-

ernmental organisation based
in Dehradun.

There: are 1o classrooms
and RLEK instyuctors have to
walk or ride a bicyclé seyeral

kilometres in the forest every
day to reach their ‘learners '

Then there is the seasonal

migration
pastoralist iribes of the
Himalayas. Gujjar households
have been migrating for cen

turies 1o Himalavan meadows
dal heights of about 4 000 me-

ires in the summer months

The. herders Jeave the
lorests near Dehradun in April
when the intense North Indian
summer begins shrivelling the
grass and (ree leaves. They
travel with their buffaloes to
the high Himalayan pastures
where they stay tll September
when they begin the down-
ward journey back to their
winter abodes.

RLEK volunteers travel with
Lthe Gujjars o the mountains so
that there is no break in the
instruction. This summer, 10
make up for the shortage of
leachers, the organisation
asked educated youth im the
mountain villages to spare
their time for the herders.

Their new-found skills have
come in handy in other ways to
the herders who can now read
signboards and milestones on
their nearly month-long jour-
ney L the mountains.,

Classes cannot be heid dur
ing the migration and the
Gujjars practice by reading
roadside markers till regular
instruction begins in their
summer settlement. RLEK vol-
inieers who travelled with the
Gujjars this year, say the
herders would promptly note
down anything they found use-
ful.

The RLEK hopes lteracy
will make it difficult for
traders and moneylenders to
cheat the Gujjars. The herders
supply milk to the town of
Dehradun, but were often
duped by middlemen who took

bulk milk buvers for the
(sujjars here so that thev do
ot have 1o deal with middle-
mwen The herders are also be-
Ing trained to use fat lesting
machines so that they can get
the right price for their pro-
duce

Literacy may also eventually
lead 1o the Gujjars being given
voung rights. The Gujjars oc-
cupy a smaill part of a proposed
820 sq km elephant sanctuary
which will stretch across the
forests of Dehradun and its
adjoining districts.

The herders are resisting
the government's plans o re-
settle them and denv accusa-
tions that they are poaching
wildlife and their livestock de-
stroving the forests

Authorities recognise only
512 families’ as bonafide set-
tlers in the forest on the basis
of forest residence and live.
slock permits given four
decades ago

The RLEK has now asked
Iindia s poll commission o
consider the case of the
Gujjars and regularise their
right 1o a vole which was not
allowed Lhem because of their
unceriain residential status.

The literacy scheme has
given new confidence 10 leamn-
ers like the young mother
Bano who lives in the remote
Gujjar setiliement ol
Pilkhansot

Her three-month-old child
in her lap, Bano writes with
painstaking care in her note-
hook before her instructor.

‘| was reluctant to join be-
cause | was afrald of the wril-
ten word,” she says shyly,
speaking in her local tongue.
"No more.”

——
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. N the social transforma

I rons observed oday. one

of the most wvisible
processes 15 the resurgence of
identitres and violence linked
lo questions of ethnicity and
nationalism. This contrasts
with the iicreasing globalizat-
on ol markets. technology and
lelecommuniications which are
erasing (raditional frontiers
and national boundanes. This
trend. in its extreme form.
leads 1o tragic conflicts such as
that in the former Yugoslavia.
and also bnngs forth haunting
echoes from the past of [as-
cism and of xenophobia.
which the world. reeling from
the horrific effects of the sec-
vnd world war. vowed in 19486
never again o wilness.

Tere is a renewed quest Lo
establish the denuty and find
ot Lhe rédasons for living. The
search has 1o be made not in
shattered hopes devastaled
sou leties, ashes of burned vil-
lages or in the bloated COrpses
in the rivers of Rwanda We
inust seek 1o find the answers
in loity ideals universal in (Heir
acceptance which have pro-
vided the beacon o human so-
Cielles in times of crisis No
doubt we are living in an era
which portends of catastrophe
on the one hand and offers
Annnense possibilities on the
other. The option is clear. We
should promote a culture of
peace (o butld a more humane
sociely — a society based on
tolerance. dignity and respect
for all human bheings.

In this respect. education is
not neutral. It has Its goal. it is
concetved and sustained In its
humanistic dimensign as an
essential driving force of iIn-
lernatonal peace and under-
standing. In other words, edu-
cation iIs conceived 1o
‘construct the defenses of
peace in the minds of men”.

An enlightened society con-
sclous of its rights and obliga-
liohs Is a pre-condition for

peace, progress and Interna-
tonal understanding. This
awareness - can only come

through education in all forms
Lo meet varied needs. It must
be geared lo promole better
understanding. fortify demo-
cratic values and ideas, and
sUengithen respect and toler-
ance lor each other. Thus, ed-
neation plavs a cenitral role in
reinforcing the interactive
lorces forming the social fabric
lor the ultimate good of all
human beings. Any denial of
this opportunity causes social
upheaval thereby undermining
the very foundation of a stable
soclely. It luture generations
do not know and understand
the world much better than
the present generation and its
leaders and opinion makers,
their survival chances will be

enables people to take in-
formed decision about them-

:-_I'. +

scives cannol flourish in igno-
rance and darkness. Education
is a precondition for building a
democratic culture. Ignorance
sirengthens totalitarianism.
cnleebles expression of free
will. Education les at the heart
of humankind’'s ceaseless en-
deavour to forge a culture em-
bedded on universal values yet
saleguarding the distinctive
characteristics.

In order (Lo promote inter-
national understanding and
peace, education systems have

of cultures which makes the
richness of humankind. There
Is on the one hand a system
which ‘encloses Itself in the
culture specific to its geo-
graphical area, : the im-
print of its history, and ignores
other cultures and thelr diver-
sily. Bul there is also a system
which adopts curricula ang
learning/ teaching activities
stimulating puptls' understand-
ing about culture other than
their own. Such a system sup-
ports an mtercultural approach

to education.

It is necessary to promote
the kind of education system
that recognizes other culture
and |s responsive to contem-
porary cultural and artistic life
which provides a forum for in-
lercultural dialpgue and con-
sequently opens the way to in-
lernational understanding and

peace.

The tnhrmunn..l' school
correspondence. inter-school

sysiem through which such
ideas can be more directly in-

legrated into day-to-day life of
a communily.

at the threshoid of
the 21st century, and third
milllennum of human civiliza-
at the half of this
with awe and admiration at the
immense power which society
has acguired to control its des-
tiny. Let me quote Mr Jacques
Delors. President of the
European Commission and
Chatrman of the International
Commission on Education of
the Twenty-first Century.
Thus. at the end of the twenti-

contrary poles. The main
question, more than ever be-

population consumes 25 per
cent of world's available en-
ergy. By the year 2000. two
billion people out of an esti-
mated global population of
6.25 billion will be living below
the line. This glaring
inequity il not addressed with
determination will render all
efforts towards progress and

development an exercise in
futility. The gap can only be
reduced by the establishment
of a global partnership for de-
velopment. Such a develop-
ment, if it is to be :
must be genuinely human de-
velopmeént — indigenous.
equitable, sustainable and in-
corporating the essential di-
mensions of culture. Its
worldwide promotion will re-
quire a renewed solidarity and
a sense of urgency on the part
of the industrialized countries
to respond Lo the rising expec-
tation of the world.

Over the last few years hu-
manity has traversed a long
path towards achieving its no-
ble goals. The retreat of totali-
tarjan ideologies. the disman-
tling of the odious doctrine of
apartheid, initiatives on disar-
mament. global consensus on
preserving and safeguarding
the environment. establish-
ment of democratic institw-
tions in many societies denied

of free will and plurality of ex
pression. glebal cwnalition
among the developed and de
veloping countries for tackling
the problems of illiteracy
poverty and environmenial
degradation are ne mean
achievements. Yet. at the same
e we are witnessing a
resurgence of nationalism,

xemophobia. growth of reli
Pous fundamentaliam arwd reh

gious and ethnic ‘intolerance
which if not contained wills et
at nought all efforts to build a
sharing and caring society.
UNESCO has fér many years
sought 1o promote the teach-
ing of tolerance in schools on
the basis of its 1974
Recommendation concerning
Education fer International
Understanding. Cooperation
and Peace and Education relat-
ing to Human Rights and

Fundlianeinal Freedems. In re-
el years. it has come 1o be
recognized that time has come
lo review and if necessary re-
vise the 1974 Recommen-
dations to give it greater
impact and attune it 1o {

" new realities.

Eavironment with its
unigue diversity is a legacy we
have inherited from our fore-
bears which: we are morally
bound to begueath to the pos-
terity. Human being in its
quest for growth had in the
past paid scant regard to the
imperatives ol preserving and
safeguarding the environment
lor the well-being of future
generations. The, World
Conference on Environment
and Development held in Rio
de Janeiro (Brazil) in June.
1992 sharpened the global
concern on this vital issue. The
conference has not only stimu-
lated greater awareness but led
lo concrele progranunes. both
nationally and globally. The
need for mobilization of en-
hanced resources — financiai
and technical — to promote
environment-friendly devel-
opment and growth strategy
has been underscored
Awareness-building is a wvital
educational function since the
establishment of a sustainable
future will depend to an im-
portant extent on the contn
bution of active and knowl
edgeable citizens 10. the
achievement of a delicate bal
ance belween compeling
needs and interests. We maast
learn to live in harmony with
nature — not in conflict

in the light of the current
social transformations. it is ur
gent to facilitate imMtermauonal
comparaunve and interdisci
plinarv sctentific resegrch in
the area of multi culturalism
and muiti-ethnity: to pro
mote intellectual co operation 1
in this feld. amd 10 encourage
dialogue between those social
sChntisis in the area and those
polcy -makers faced with the
major challenge of inventing
governmance models for which
there are noe precedents and
no examples It is a challenge
whicth must be faced with
foresyght ared viseon)
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