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resident lays emphasis o

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday laid due im-
partance on proper sialisines
n as well as devel-
opment efforts and said one
could not survive withoul
statistics in the moderm s
ely. reporis BSS

"The importance of stats
tics In modern world 1s evi-
dent from lhe lact thal! no
planning or development cflon
is effective without . he said
adding. it I1s not possible 1o
understand the event occur:
ring in the world without the
basic knowledge of statistics,

The President was inawugu-
rating the Sth national confer
ence on "poverly. environ-
menl. destitute women and
human resources develop-
ment” organisefl by Bangladesh
Statistical Association at the
NEC auditorium in Lhe capital

With Lhe associatiqgn presi-
dent and former-vice-chanoel
lor of Jahangir Nagar
University Prol Kazi Saleh
Ahmad in the chair. the inau-
gural function was also ad-
dressed by Shipping Minister
M K Anwar as the special guest
and General Secretary of the

The Commonwealth Devel-
opment Corporation (CDC)
oprns an olhwe 1, ] Yuka
shordy to gear up 1Its acuvity In
Bangladesh's development
projects. reports UNDB.

The CDC has already in
vested 30 million pound ster
ling in Bangladesh and s ex
poected Lo invest more funds 1o
finance devtlopment industrial
projects.

This was disclosed in a
meeting between the British
Executive Service Overseas
(BECO) and the Bangladesh
Chamber of Industries (BCI)

here an Thursday,
BESO prm'iﬂt'-ﬁ various val-

unlary services to small ahé
mediumsize public and pri
vate enterprises and organisa
tions who cannot afford’ com-

I tal consultations,
e Koll, Regional

Direcior ol BESO for
Bangladesh. told the meeting
that his organisation extends
advice in anything from i
nance to farming, banking to
book-keeping. taxation to

technojouy . _
ithoin mentioning " the

he s a Bangladeshi
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Associallien Mohammad
Hamidul Hugue Bhulvan.

The president saud. statis-
lcs s the eyes and ears of
planners and it is vital for
planning and implementation
of programmes undertaken for
development purposes. I is
statistics which substantiate
whatever and whenever an ac-
tivily takes place . he added.

Describing presenat  gov
ernment s Jal-bhat” pro
graminw as a hercujean task
lowards removing illiteracy
and social mstice, Preswdent
Biswas sdirl the new ddlevehm
ment perspective ol Lhe gov-
erpment gave top priority (o
susfainable cconomic devel-
opment of the eovmitry with fo-
cus on poverty alleviation
through generaton ol produc.
tive employment as well as
ratsing savings, investment and
purchasing power of the peo-
ple.

"Human resources devel-
opment, participatory planning
and women's participation 18
the development are plso in
the new developmenl perspec
tive of the government” he sald
adding that a structural change

to and said it had

proper statistics in planning

siatisties in the modern world

recognised that economic was well recognised and ef

of the people

wedc]
. He also sald that the State
Minister for Planning had been
mobilising all resources as an
effort towards decentralising
the planning process lor
minimising poverty in lhe
country "1 believe that the
availabilsty of detafled and ac-
curate statistics on wvarious
aspects upto local level is the
essence of achieving the ob-
jectives”. he added,

The President said the sta.
tistical machinery both outside

- maid

forts were being directed to-

wards development of this
subject. "Unfortunately. statls-

tics as an academic subject did
not recefve due attention in
the past®, he added.

The president also referred
o the recent recommenda-
tions of the Inter-governmen-

Shipping Minister M K
Anwar deseribed statistics as a
basic nerd of the society and
was Dot po
sible statistical’
met hod g

"Stalistics has 10 be more
strengithened in all the best
possible ways.” he sald and as-
sured of his cooperation (o the
assOcCition,

without
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Aawar Hoss~un. Chuairman of the City Bank Lid addressing the managers . conferegee 95

in the'eity on-Fridav. 8 - B Chaudhury, Adviser, and Quari Baharul lslam,
.. of the bank are also seen in the picture.
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Norchange likely
in Japanese
growth

[OKYOD. Jan 27 . Japan s
toy cconomic planner said
Friday that last week's
in western Japan
change the government's fore-
cast of a 2.8 per cent
the Gross National in

-Ha-ﬂﬂlin Komura. director
of the Economic Planning
Agency. conceded during tes-
timony before the budget
committee of the house
of the Japanese Diet that the
January 17 tremor damaged a
portion of the nation's infras-
tructure and will impact nega-
tively on some sectors of the
7 LpOIYY . 2

Bt he said positive effects
from the reconstruction effor
will balance the immediate
negative impact on production
capacity in the sirichken Kobe
region.

Kosmira ! that the
damage o production facili-
ties, while -uht“.“ only -_r‘
fecied a small part of Japan

. He poinied 1o the
sire of the nation's economy as.
e reason economic growth is
likely to proceed following the
(prakr -

US durable

WASHINGTON. Jan 27:
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Japanese, Gulf officials to

discuss econ cooperation

'ABU DHABI. Jan 27
Ollicials rom Japan and iis
mﬂnMﬂmh
meet in Riyadh week to
discuss economic cooperation
and ventures to transfer

Joint
technology to the region, offi-
clals said yesterday, reports

AFP

The meeting opening
Saturday. is 1o be attended by
foreign ministry Under
Secretaries and other officials
{rom Japan and the six-nation
Gulf Cooperation Council
{GCC). according to Abduliah
Al-Quwaiz, GCC Assistant
Secretary General for Ece
nomic Affairs.

“The talks will cover coop-
eration between the two sides
in eronomy, investmerd., en-
ergy. fraining and transfer of
technology to the S
Quwaiz told the official Gulf
press.

‘We are irying to form spe.
cialised working teams 1o sup-
port and follow up this cooper-
ation.”

Officlals said 1h: meeting
wis in line with an ag rement
between the two sides to hold
regular talks to discuss

sironger econotibe and trade
links

ond siraight advance, inchad-

Faciory orders lor “hig-tichet*  ing a 32 per cent gain 1o

durable goods such as cars and

computers rose 1.4 per cent in = November Ovders dropped

Decpmber, capping the biggest
avuual increase n 0 years,

Bul analystis noted the
strenglh at the end of the year
came ron military and rans-
portation orders and that, ex-
cluding those components,
demand was weaker than it

il
said Thursday that orders for
durable goods —products ex-
pected o last three years or
hoger — lotaled a  seasonally
wdjusied 161.4 billion dollars
'8 Becombely B was Whe por-

US House okays balanced budget amendment

WASHINGTON, Jan 27: The
IS House of Representalives
vesterday endorsed the first
major constitutional change in
American  history direcling
the way congress operates,
approving an amendment that
would require the federal bud-
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o
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crease the margin needed (o
suthorise deficit spending be-
vond majority rule. which has
poverned Lhe passage of legis
jation sidce the constitution
was ratifled in 1789.

The victory on
was only the first

) )

Thursday
step on a

ala

US dollars debt on actions in
the 1980s. which he labeled
“a decade of fiscal irresponsi
bility led by (former president)

the elderly and interest paid
on the national debt.

Opponents say huge culs in
social securitly and medicare

Ronald Reagan and joined in by  would be the prive of a balance

both democrals and republi-
cans.” _
Hover spoke in favour of the
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“It will strike direcily at
middle-income families and
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iI59.1 bilhen dellars
per cent in O tober :
¢« The Decvember increase
helped push orders Tor 1994
up 139 per cent, the biggest
advance siiee an |83 per eenil
surge i 1978 Orders B 6 per
cent mcrease 1 1993

Overall Lhe report siill
shows strength in the manu-
lacturuig secior. bul there are
d lew signs ol solliiess emerg-
ing. said Lynn Reaser, an
ecolioimist al First Intersiate
Bancorp in Los Angeles.

These signs, she said, in-
clude a drop in retail sales
during the Decembes
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GCC states wanl Japan o
heip them acqufire i1cvhnoiogy
through *setting up joint indus-
uﬂ_mmw at-
tempts (o diversify their
economies and lessen reliance
on highly volatile oil

in the regon and the lmited
_agricultural potential given
their desert nature.
GCC staltes have turmed to
Japan and China for
aflter years of negotiations with
the European Union and other
western industrial powers
produced no resuite.
Industrial countries have
been reluctant to commit

themselves (o majur projects
in the reglon om (he grounds
the market is relatively smail
and there are resirictions on
full ownership of enterprises
More than 400 officials and
businessmen from Japan and
the (CC discussed joint ven
tures ot a conference in Tokyo
late last year The conlerence

goods orders

shopping seasons and a recent
bulldup of invenlories at  the
wholesale level that could
mean f(ewer eorders as
bBusinesses Clear excess stocks
l1@in Lheir shelves.

Still, she is among the many
econommisis who expect the
Federal Heserve (o boost
shoil Lerm Inlerest rates next
week lor the seventh time in A
yeir to cool the geonomy fur-
ther and keep inflation from
boiling over .

Federal Reserve Chairman

Alan Greenspan, Llestifying on

Capitol Hill for the second~”

straight day. said there are
signs the buoyant economy is
simmering down’

"The very Lorgid rate of in-

produced no accord but Lhe

around 45 per cent of the
world's proven reserves of
more than one trillion barrels.

p 14 pc

crease is slowing down.”
Greenspan told the Senate
Budget Commitiee. “It's no
Iu':z: flat out. Fairly good
! ale growth Is occurring.”

New jobless claims had
risen to 354 000 during the
week ended January 7. highest
pince 3800 .000 during the
week ended last July 16, Bast
analysis said the gain was due
to seasonal adjustment prob-
lems and predicied claims
would drop back intg the low
300,000 range.

In ite report, the Com-
merce Department said
militAry orders shol up 65
cent last month, led by large
increase for ships and .tanks.




