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NEWS BRIEFS

PM addresses two
meetings today

Prime Minister Begum
Khaléeda Zia will address two

separate public meetings al
Rajshahi and Nawabgan| dis
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With a very low Inflation
rale. good current account bal-
ance and a lormidable reserve
ol loreign exchange, the coun-
try's:economy is taking off de-
spite uncertainty in politics,

analysis say.

The economy. which is
growing by a‘'modest five per
cent, is now in a most advanta-
geous position with a national
savings rate of 10 per cent
compared to only six per cent
in the 1980s. they say.

However. the investment
rate Is yet to pick up from the
stagnated 12 per cent of the
GDP. ailthough the recent fig-
ures of import components
provided by NBR chiefl Dr
Akbar Ali Khan projected signs
of significant improyement in
the investmen!t situation.

Dr Khan said qualitative
changes have been made in the
impert components with the
reduction in the import of fin-
ished goods during the first
five months. of the current fis-
cal despite the fact that overall
imports have increased.

During the time. contribu-
tions of raw materials and cap-

MAGH 15, 1401 BS,

By Sohel Manzur

ital goods to the overall im-
ports increased o I8 and 25
per cent respectively froln 16
and 20 per cent. while that of
finished goods declined to 17
per cent from 20 per cent, the
NBR chairman said.

Chairman of the Economics
Department of Dhaka
University Prof Wahid Uddin
Mahmud says that with the
current level of domestic sav-
ings and foreign aid availability.
it has been already possible for
the country to attain an in-
vestment rate well above 16
per cent of the GDP without
creating any undue macro-
economic strength. !

"Such a boost in investment
would lay the ground for a sus-
tained economic growth
through further resource mo-
bilisation.” said Prof Mahmud,
who was also an adviser of the.
interim government of Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed.

Bangladesh, having an infla-
tion rate 'of only around four
per cent, has created a balance
of Tk 1394 crore (348.5 mil-
lion US dollars) ih its current
accognt in fiscal 1993-94.

DHAKA SATURDAY,

' Economy grows despite
political uncertain

i
compared to only Tk 150
crore (37.5 million dollars) in
the 1992-93 fiscal:

Prof Mahowul also says thiat
signilicant- improvernents have
been made in the budgetary
position of the government.
too, as reflected in the risin
revenues and better control
current expenditure. But thé'

apparently comforiable re-

source position of the govern-
ment was also partly due to its
inability to .raise the 'level of
public development expendi-
ture, he points out, -

Awami League leader Matia
Chowdhury feels the achieve-
ments on the economic front
were of the people. not the
government's. © * i

“In a free market economy.
very few roles remain for the
government. which
establishing rule of law, devel-
oping infrastructures and re-
moving other battlenecks.” she
said. The government has
completely failed to do so. she
added. .

"The law and order situa-
tion is now totally frustrating

See Page 12 Col |

Bangladesh Awami League
yesterday asked the govern-
menl to dissolve Parliament
immediately and announce
new election under a caretaker
government to overrome the
current political crisis. reports
UNB.

A meeting of the party's
presidium chaired by Sheikh
Hasina yesterday accused the
BNP government of ignering
the Constitution and making
undesirable delay over the
resignation of opposition MPs_

In a resclution. the meeting

cal the Poisne Ministes's bast .

lor power has ereated crisis in

the country. If the government
iries to hang on power ignor-
ing the reality. the crisis will
be further deepened. The con-
sequence of “which would be
dangerous and the government
would be held responsible for
it

The resolution said the gov-
rrmment has losi its legitimacy
with the resignation of opposi-
ton MPs. The ruling BNP s

new playing games with the

potitical design. -

On Wednesday's by-elec-
tions, the sald, the
people rejected farcical

| voting as the Opposition boy-

T

BNP playing games over
MPs' resignation : AL

cotted the elections under the
BNP. It said even 10 per cent
volers did not turn up to the
polling centres.

I alleged that the ruling
party killed one person and
rigged the elections although
the Opposition did not take
part in il. The rigging and vio- '
lence in the four by-elections
Again proved that free and fair
election #s nol pessible under
this government.

The meeting urged the
people to make success the
noa stop 48-hour hartal from
for resignation of the BNP gov-
erniment and formation of »
caretaker governmeni o hold

See Page 12 Col 1

AL padajatra in |
city today

The Awami League will or
ganise a padajatra in the city I
loday lo press for resignation
of the government. dissolistion
of Parllameni and fresh clee.
tions under a neutral carctaker
government. reports UND

The party chiel Sheikh
Hasina will lead the march

after a rally in fromt
ummmma:m
.

Grim facade of 4 o1ty shopping mall

COLOMBO. Jan' 27: The
prace lalks between the Sni
Lankan government and the
Tamil tist rebel group
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eclam (LTTE) are deadlocked
over the opening of a land
route connecling the rebel
stronghold of Jaffna Peninsula
and the northern mainlandl as
the government finalised a
pacrkage of extensive deveolu-
tion of powers 10 end the 11-
yvear old separatist war.

The government has been
pushing the rebels 10 start the
all important negotiations on a
political package but the rebels
say fhey will only start talks on
this once there is :reumtt
om the land route the eco-
e gmibargo om (e rebel
held north is lifled.

"Onee .

there is agreement on Ui land
Furite and the economic em
hargo is lifted. talks on a polit-
ical settlement can start im-
methiaiely” Thamitl Chelvam.
head of the LTTE s peolitical
wiitgd. =awl hefore the last
rowtst ol 1talks were held in
Jaallh iy

The  government offered to
open Lhe main Jaffng -Colombo
road which goes through a
large milary camp at Ele-
phant Pass and (e Sangupiddi
lerry access and also through
another military camp in
Posuervee. The arury said f
would pull owi Hs positions
Y00-metre awav from the rond
Afwd 1 cherh those using (he
romels The retwels however
et (hat e o 1T roads be

opencd aml the armv camp be

Jute and textile
- workers' 4-day
fresh programme
from Feb 12

By Staff Correspondent

The workers of jute and
lextile sectors yesterday an-
nounced a fresh agitation pro-
gramme which includes rail-
road barricade and work stop-
page from February 12 to 15.

The programme was an-
mounced at a convention held
at the CPB office in the city.

Trade union leaders of the

fo 2 on daxs
and strike would r‘g’mmﬁ
without any break

The jute and textile work-
efs are in a movement to press
their demands which nclude
an official declaration on im
plementation of the mid-1992
government-irade bodies ac-
cords

Their fresh action pro-
gramine aleo inchiles rallies in
front of the Jativa Press (Ciub in
Dhaka and n Khulna on Jan
usry 3] and in Chitlagong on

their MMWE
rﬁﬂ'zi of the ‘repressive

include.’
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Mast card-phones

in cily out
of order -
By Staff Correspondent

Many of the card-phones in
the capital are either out of
erder of have been tampered

At the busy Kamalapur rail-
way station. six oul of ten card
phones were out of order
when The Dally Star corre-
spondent visited these lacili
ties yeaterday

An attendant at the nine
booth, stall teld The Dally Star
that the maintenance engineer
ussially drops in every thay

e stall at the Kamalapur
See Pager 12 Cod 7

During the Lid shopplng
freney tn the month o

, Hauadan lant year  Jasimne
Siddigunt o lwusewile of the
cily s Shahjabanpur dareca

Latitend al the Cansia shopping
CuAnples i

Nofmally by s healthy per
o wher was never known 1o
suffer 1o claustrophobia
Mre Siddigue feht «hoked in
the hot arnud stitfon ating envi
ronmerd ol the narket and
oline toew) omnt

Her wornied companions.
WUyung desperaie'ly 1o bhelp her
regain conmcClousiess. wanted
1o mop her Lace with some wa
Ly

Unfortuiat=lyv for them  she
lell sk a1t o crowded corner
un the second (oot where
there was no! cnaugh water
avdilable Thes idnaged 1o pet
only hattl u jug full from one of

the .sl'l.t.q}'.l-

Wtally withidr awrl
ment so |
accept Lhis

The goveri
has refused L
it LTTE has a
problem hoie They collect
about 20 million rupees a
mopth as taxes on the boats
that are currenily used by
people o cross the Jafina
lagoon to get 1o the mainiand.
It a road is opén they will lose
this revenue” a senior army of
ficer said

The government is now of
fering to pull back the forward
defence lmes of the camp a
further 500 metres saying it is
the final offer The next round
of talks will be held only after
the LTTE responds to this of-
fer "W 1he LTTE drags its feet
o et ialing a political pack
dage we will slow down the res
consiruction amnd rehabilitation

From Waruna Karunatillake

Progl atijine 1 thie North,

Mresident ¢ huauwlrika Bailara-

natke Kumaratunga sald at a
recent news conference. The
ar my says that il they pull out
the camp 1t would @ive rebels
unlimited accepns (o the
castern (heatre of operations
allowing the retwels 1o Infilirate
large numbers of cadres and
weapons intn the area which
mostly now under military
contrel. We lost a it of men
clearing the east of the rebels
after they re started the war in
1990. We don't want o be In a

E‘Iﬂthrﬂ ke it all over again,
¢ can consider pulling out I
there is progress in the talks
and real chance for peace.” a
servior military officer said
However, the peace nego
liators made major progress

The reapients of the National Film Awards 92-93 for best actor
Raisul Islam Asad ('93) and Champa ('93)

Nat'l Film Awards '92. '93 distributed

Filmdom needs creativity

for survival: PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday said
films can play an important
fole in educating the people:
through creating social aware -
ness, repofts UNB.

‘We want a rnich filmdom,
the canvas of which will reflect
the literature, culture,. values .
history. tradition. liberation
war. independence, soil and
true life of the people of
Sangladesh”, she said stressing
the need for untied efforts of
all to dghteve the goal

The Frime Mintster was
auldressing the National Fitlm
Awards 1992, 1993 function ar
the Osmany Memorial Hall in
the evening .

As many as 22 awards were
given for 1992. The 'Sankha
Nevl Karagar received the best
film award while Alamgir got
the best actor's and Deolly
Zohur the best actresd’ awnrds.

For 1993. 23 awards were
given. The 'Padma Nadir
Magh!" was ranked the best
film which Raisul Islam Asad
adjudged the best actor and
Gulshan Ara Champa the best
actress.

The function telecast live
was attended by ministers,
MPs. eminent
Bangladesh iim industry and

artistes of

visiting matinee idol of India:

Dilip Kumar

Begum Zia in her address
lamented that our films are yet
o attain the claim of keeping
its head high for individuality.
It's hurting but true that we
have made very little progress
in the past lew decades.” she

said.
Recalling the potentialities

ol making healthy. «ntertain-
See Page 12 Col 7

Recipients of
awards

Forty five film personalities
received national awards for
1992 and 1993 last night. re-
ports UNB.

The recipients for 1992 are
. Best film — Shankhanil Kara-
gar. best script — Humayun
Ahmed (Shankhanil Karagar).
best director — Matin Rahman
(Andha Biswas). best actor —
Alamgir (Andha Biswasl. besi
actress — Doly Zahur
(Shankhanil Karagar). best side
actor — Mizu Ahmed (Trash).
best side actress — Anwara
(Radha Krishna). best music

director — Alam Khan (Dinkal). 1

best picture editor — Saiful lIs-
See Page 12 Col 7

Bitter experiences at city malls

By Masud Hasan Khan

Loader  with the help of some
wrlewmien  they had o carry
her all the way down where
there was some fresh air be
lore she el betler

Now Il you were a woman
aful shopping alone and had
fainted or collapsed in similar
lashton what would have hap

pened ol you?
1 sull shudder when | re -
call the incident. said

Jasmune Siddigu. “Thank God,
my younger brother and a sis-
\er were with me  she said
Fainting choking. feeling
dddy  eoupled with the usual
harassment of buyers by per-
sislen! vendors, saleamen
thieves pickpockets are
common in the capital's mar-
keiplaces where everyday
shoppers encounter some bit-
ter Fxperienes they can never

fsite jorget
The condition of some 90

on the second major lsswe that
had @ be resolved before polit-
ical talks could begin. The gov-
erranent is to M the ban on
22 more ltems while the
rebels want five more items
added to the list “We are now
negotiating on thepe five items
which are ball bearings. barbed
wire, petrol diesel and chemi-
cals, motor rrtltrrl parts
and items made lead. We
can come o a settlement on
that.,”

on the rebel stronghold of t

peace talks with than presi-
dent late Ranasi Pre-
madasa and re- the war

odd markets in Dhaka both
kutcha bazars and so called
supermarkets. without excep
ton is an epilome of poor
planning. insensitive manage
ment and abject lack of  ming
mum lacilities

Cheek by jowl shops. con-
tinuous jostling some{iimes in
tentional. rancid atmosphere.
iratllc congestions. lack of
public toilets. and no place for
refreshment are some of Lthe
more acute problems that the
city dwellers have been suffer
ing from for long amd curi-
ously enough. have begun to
ve with i

“Thia s not what we want
during shopping. said
Mohammad Kamruzzaman. a
resident of Arambagh

About the civic amenities
provided in the marketplaces.
especially those desigied and

See Pace 12 (ol 4

land route with Jaffna

The new government of
President Kumaratunga lifted
the ban on 15 ftems soon after
winning the election 4= a ges-
ture of to open peace
talks * two sides also i
nalised plans for the 900-mil-
lion dellar reconstruction and
rehabilitation programme for
the northern province.
However, on the positive side.
the. ceasefire that came into
effect on January 8 s holding
without any violations by
either side.” ceasefire s
holding well and all the monsd
toring committess are In
place” Minister for
Defence and Minister for
irrigation Colonel Anurudha
Ratwatia sad

Tt s clear fromn the current

See Page 12 Col B

MABBLE MARBLE MAH

WE HAVE HUGE READ Y STOCK OF :
ITALIAN CARRARA, PER LATO SICIL A -
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESS ;WARI GREEN
MALAYSIAN AND PAKIS TANI MARBLE '+*
OF DIFFERENT TYPES bk

NIRMAN IN TERNATIONAL LTD.
198, TEJ(IAON 1/A, DH/WKA.
TEL : 605957, 807 '363 SHOW R OOM 86 1985

and-best actress, from (L) Alamgir ('92).
at the Osmany Memor ial Auditorium in the city yesterday.

1
' o :
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Dolly Zahur ('92),
— Star photo
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Pabna bus misha'p:

Six more bodies

recovered

PABNA. Jan 27: The death-
toll in Thursday's bus accident
in Sathia rose to 22 as rescue
workers today recovered six
more bodies from the river
ichhamoti; reports UNB.

The six were identified as
Nur Ali. 51, of Belkuchi. Siraj-
ganj. Afsar Ali Molla, 57, of
Raiganj, Sirajgarj, Rahima
Khatun. 40. of Dhunot. :
Halim Bepari. 51, of Mad-
hupur, Pabna. Mizanur Rah-
man. 28. of Ramdhanibari, Sir-
ajganj. and Afzal. 25, of Betil.

See Page 12 Col H

Bank murder - 3
confess
By Staff Correspondent

Detective police said
yesterday that.security guard
Azizur Rahman of Sonali Bank
Corporate Branch in the city
was strangled on January 13
early in the morming and the
miscreants then tried to break
open the vault of the bank for
the next |2 hours. but they
[ailed.

This was disclosed by the
three persons arrested Thurs-
day for their alleged involve-
nwiit in ghe failled dacoity bid
<l the inurder of the security
i a DB official said

Pwo ol the arrested persons

bl ardd Quavinm — were
placed on tAe police remand

See Page 12 Cal |

10 hurt as nurses
clash at DMCH

By Staff Correspondent

Two rival groups of nurses
clashed in the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH)
premises vesterdav that left at
least 10 of them injured.

The clash took place be-
tween the diploma studbnt
nur ses and attendant nurses’

The attendant nurses work
i hospitals after having a six-
month training al an mstitute

n Pabna.

Sources in the Diploma
Nurses Institute said while
they study for feur yvears at-
tendant nurses cipoy Lhe 'same
positslons with them

The clash began when a
‘group allegediy comprising
oulsiders and soupe attendant
nurses attackegd a meeting of

|

1

| highway

the dploma student nurses
near the institute in the DMCH
prewises around noon.
Earlier. the diplomia nurses
See Page 12 Cnl §

3 killed as bus,
truck collide
in Clg

CHITTAGONG Jan 27T
Three persons were killed and
IS5 others injured when a4 bus
collided] with a loaded truck al
Barkatia on Dhaka-Chitlagong
here this afternbon.
reports BSS

Police and hospital sources
said the three died on the spot
when an Ashugan] bound bus
collided with a leaded truck
which was coming from oppo-
wnite diyeetion

Of the injured. cight pae-
senigers were admitiet! o the
Chittageng Medical College
Hospital. The conditions of the
Iwo were atated to be coitical.

The dead were not identl

fled immediately. the sousces:
maie!



