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LMOST all kings sha
A redd a comunon  plea

st M Kuling ol ani-
mvals They called it a roval
privilege but their motives
mode and mood of hunting
produced mixed results

frivolous among them returned

“with brides. sharp shooters
carried their
record their precise lacts and
figures. inquisitive menarches
made it an opportunity o mix
ireely with his army. nobles
and to enguire into the condi
tion ol the people. ambitious
among them designed their
games 1n order to marshall
their armies and the not so
lucky kings oiten returned
with first aids!

In the long list of Indian
rulers. hunting has always re-
mained a priorilty. Among early
medieval rulers, lltutlmish's
fondness for hunting has been
widely recognised. Balban
praised for his skill and
Alauddin Khilji's passion was
no less. For Lthese sultans their
hunting expedition lasted not
more than four months but
with the advent of Firoz Shah
Tughlaq. he pursued the chase
all round the year

Firoz is said to have stayed
in his capital only for 13 days
during the firsi seven years of
his reign. His hunting excur-
sions had become proverbial.
as Barni records. “If | were 1o
write a compiete account of
Firoz's hunts. 1 will have to
write a Shikar Nama-i-Firoz
Shahi.” Firoz normally hunted
for two weeks at a stretch and
he himself planned and organ-
ised the hunting rings. One of
his hunting innovations was
the' revolving cauldron with
ten iron legs to be carried in
the royal train for cooking the
flesh of the hunted animals.
The stables of Firoz wrre re-
plete with animals of vartety
and his hunting department
was an ever expanding affair.
Besides bunting in the jungles
he loved watching lion-ele-
phant fights and when the
combat would be in full swing.
he would side with the ele-
phant by shooting an arrow at
the lion.

In one of his hunting expe
ditions, Firoz was separated
from the main party and over-

4akensby night he teok shelter

.in a village. He was entertained

by a family where a young girl
served wine and food. Firoz
was romantically disposed and
tended to jest with the girl
and the following day he asked
for the girl's hand. She gladily
agreed and they together came
to Delhi where marriage was

gamebook Lo.

'with

solemnised amidst much
podnp and ceremony

In and around Delhi, Firoz
had constructed numerous
nunting lodges. Although they
were built at higher altitudes
they were shrouded in solitude
and deprivation. Some of these
are Malcha Mahal now occu
pied by the Begum of Oudh in
the middie ol the jungle. ap.
proached from Sardar Patel
Road: Bhuli Bhatyari ka Mahal
lies idle in the Woodland Park
near Panchkuin Road: Kushk
Mahal is neatly preserved
within the compound of Teen
Murti House: the three arched
Mahal together with a large
bund at Mahipalpur and finally
the Kushk-i-Shikar, known by
various names and associated
numerous stories lies
within the Hindu Rao Hospital

complex. .Historical records
suggest that the hunting
lodges of Firoz were well

supplied with water in shape
of a baoli or a river bund.

Text by Shahid A Makhfi

Roval Pigeon House al
Tughlagabad and the Pigeon
Tower in Firoz Shah's Kotla
remind us of pigeon popularity
during the pre-Mughal days. A
much later monument known
as Pigeon House can be seen at
Mehrauli. Little is known about
this roofless octagonal building
built in rubble masonry, south
east of Qutb Minar. Mughals
too had a fancy for pigeons.
Umar Shaikh Mirza, father of
Babur. was so fat and devoted
to these birds that his weight
brought down t(he pigeon
house built out over the steep
cliff. Akbar had 20,000 pigeons
and he loved walching their
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dntics. One of his tutors was
dismissed for being more in
clined to 'teach his pupil the
art of pigeon flying rather than
the rudiments of letters.

Al Hasthsal, close to Utlam
Nagar, is an interesting hunt-
ing landmark of the Mughals
believed to be the shooting
tower of Shah Jehan. The
brick built minar. resembling
the third storey of Qutb Minar,
stands on a double platform.
The lower one has been lost to
the surrounding buildings. The
remaining height being pro-
vided alternatively with angular
and semi-circular flutings. The
villagers believe that originally
the minar was seven sloreys
tall and covered by a canopy
but today the structure is re-
duced to a skeletal 17 metres
devoid of its upper storeys and
the buried base. About 100
metres (o ils north west are
the remains of a double
storeyed pavilion. called Hathi-
Khana (elephant house). It is
believed that Shah Jehan had,
buflt it as his hunting lodge.

Hunting was not all fun for
everyone. Alauddin Khilji's
favourite recreation proved to
be disastrous in the verv firsi
vear of his reign Benighted
from his hunting camp
Alauddin seated on a stool. was
alone with his slave awaiting
some game. Alauddin s
nephew. in search of his uncle.
arrived at the spot and finding
him in a defenceless position
ordered his archers to shower
arrows at him The solitary sul-
tan defended himself with his
stool and was bravely defended
by his negro slave Ambitious
nephew. considering his uncle
to be dead. rushed to the camp
court and declared himself
king. Luckily for Alauddin. his
wounds were dressed and his
soldiers arrived in time to save
him from the situation

For Slave King. Ghyasuddin
Balban. his hunting expedition
started early in the morning
before dawn and lasted till
midnight the following day
Halagu. a comtemporary rival
and ruler of Baghflad. ob-
served, "Balban in fact went
out to hunt but his motive was
to exercise his men and horses
s0 that they may not prove
wanting in times of danger and

war."

The Mughals were equally
fond of huntng but each ruler
had his own sel of rules.
Besides, they were guided by
precise Instructions laid down
by their ancestors. For In-
stance. the vounger had to sur-
render his share of the hunt to
his elder in case the latter was
also taking part in the chase:
no pne was' allowed to carry a
quiver in his hand; anyone en-
lering a royal hunung ground
was made a slave: hunting a
lion was a royal prerogative
and the escape of the beast
was considered inauspicious
for the king and the state.

— ———
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hunting procession.

Akbar, with a keen sense of
observation. travelled Incog-
nito and loved to enquire about
the welfare of his subjects dur-
ing hunting expeditions. Once
when he was made to learn
that one of his huntsman had
stolen a pair of shoes., he
ordered the .legs of the of-
lender to be chopped off. In
one of his excursions Akbar
killed a snake and using the
same arrow he shot a deer,
which fell dead instantly.
inquisitive monarch was sur-
prised and on closer examina-
tion discovered that the venom
ul the snake was responsible

showed his cotnpassionate side
by abandoning the hunt’ while
the shikar was in full swing. He
ordered the nets to be lifted
and the animals set free. The
same happened with Jehangir
when at the age ol fifty he
vowed never to hunt again.
once he had missed his game
and lor reasond unknown had
remained senseless Jor 1wo
hours. However. in his court
he did not hesitate o shoot
down one ol his brave soldiers
for the reason that he was
wearing a tiger skin in the
court where Jehangir kept a
on. The same emperor was
generous enough to order for
sheep skin for 600 wolves in
order o save them [rom cold
during emperors stay in
Kashmir where his sleep was
disturbed by the howling ol
wolves.,

Jehangir would have been a
good contribulor toe Guinness
Book of World Hecords, for the

hook owes its origin Lo a hunt
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Kusik Mahal wahin the compeund of Tin Mwrti House

The traditional Mughal style
of hunting was Qamargah.
where a hunting circle was
formed around the shikargah
and the animals in the sur-
rounding were driven towards
the centre However diverse
methods were adopted for dil-
ferent animals Usually the
leopards were employed for
hunting deer and Akbar even
used the shikari dogs These
hunting animals wore jewelled
collars and were subject to
rank with royval drum beat as
and when they entered the

for the deer becoming motion-
less Instantly. He preserved
the dead snake and since then
a special Mughal officer was
commissioned (o coliect and
preserve poison for instant
use. The tradition was main-
tained by the later Mughals
who never showed irritation
against the grandees. rajas or
princes but secretly sllenced
them

As Akbar grew older and
the empige settled. hunting
took the place of battles but
strangely like’ Ashoka. Akbar

g rip in 1951, when 5Sir
Huch Beaver (head of the
LGuinness Brewing ( o) shot at
but missed a golden plover

Wondering whether the bird
was Lhe [astest flving species
in Europe Sir Hugh scanned
his references but in vain
Next. he started his office (or
cotlection of facts and fligires

Jehangir s gamebook was not
very much dillerent Once he
shot an animal. it was packed
sealed and brougiit to the rovail
tent where 11 was measured
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accurately and its dimensions
recorded. Simultaneously em-
perors score card was up-
dated. Jehangir. by the age of
20 had killed 28. 532 animals.
which included 86 tigers,
1372 deer, 90 wild boars... he
often fished but never retained
the catch. Every fish caught
was let loose after being pro-
vided with a royal token of
pearl necklace. He was the
rare Mughal to have taken In-
terest in-alligator hunting and
Rhino was the favourite game
ol Babur. Nur Jehan was prob-
ably the only Mughal lady to
have taken attive interest In
shikar, whose dexierity with
gun is vouched by a marksman
like Jehangir. The emperor
awarded her a pair of diamond
necklace for shooting (wo
Ligers from the top of an ele-
phant
Shah Jehan considered
hunting ta be the business of
the idle and so did his son
Aurangzeb., who preferred
conquering fortress and subdu-
ing rebels. At an early age of
I4. Aurangseb withstood the
charge ol an elephant while
witnessing the elephant com-
bat during the court show. His
brothers fled while Aurangzeb
used his spear firmly. Shah
Jehan presented a lakh of ru-
pees as propitiatory offering
lor the prince

*  Aurangzeb often repri-
manded his sons for indul:
gence in huntung when allairs
ol Lhe stalte was being ne-
glecled. He was not totally
against hunting but preferred
the duties of the crown. Once
he was lired of hunting and
was reposing under the shade
of a tree. He was accompanied
by only one huntsman. who
was [ormerly in the service of
[Dara Shikoh (arch rival and
cldest brother of Aurangzeb).
The emperor was talking te
his accomplice on various sub-
lects and thus encouraged. he
asked the Mughal emperor
why'he had ordered Dara to be

’ beheaded. Such a question at

such a place put the royal per-
son into a fairly good deal of
fear. Aurangzeb somehow made
a pacifying reply but on retum-
ing to the palace he ordered
the huntsman never to appear
before him. Later when
Turangzeb lost his favouriteé
wife. he set out hunting alone
in a melancholic mood but
Soon returmed back when re-
monstrated by his closest aide.
Aurangzeb replied. "Lamen-
tation in the house cannot
relieve Lhe heart, in solitude
alone one can cry to his heart's
content”

The Ye_g_i‘ tha-;_ was 'arjd;the, Year that i.;_‘

In the spectal supplement enlitled
on January 1, 1995, | att

upon, among others, the current trend towards privatisation and de-re
ig about privatisation and de-regulation of
may well be branded the world leader in this respect. Its conserva

of the world. Now, speakir

have

Sagar Chaudhury writes from London

-

The British Economy

1994 The Year In Retrospect” published with this paper
empted a review of the magjor economic events of the year, touching
'gulation in vartous parts
public enterprises, Britain
lwe government claims to
started the trend in the early 1980's — a trend that now has a'global momentum. Thus.

an overview of what has happened to the British economy in 1994 (s certainly called for.

OR one | eCOn-
F s growth n Britamnm

has been higher than
expecied — more than 2 per
cent in lact. inflation reached
s lowest point In nearly thiny
years. Unemployment also
came down. albeit only a little.
But the government got scant
credit for thesg developments.
The ‘leel-good™ facter that
wins eleclions remains clusive.
Good economic news has not
been sufficient 10 gcneraje no-
liceable support for govern-
ment policies. The first set-
back for the government came
right at the beginning of the
year with the news that Rover
the country's last British-
owned volume car-maker was
o be -bought by the German
car-maker BMW. The decision
lo sell was taken by British
Aerospace, which in

trayal of the Japanese car-
maker Honda., which had built
up a close working relation-
ship with Rover and heiped
the British company to develop
new models Government
mirusiers came under severe

that the deal was a “rip-off” of
the tax-payer. although the
Industry Minister TrMm
Sainstrury defended the deal in
the House of Commons by
saying that BMW s making this
very substantial investment n
Brilain " wae evidence of the
dramatic imgrovements in
competitiveness achieved by
the British vehicie industry

The Rover workforce. how-
ever., did not seem (00 con
cerned and many of them felt
that BMW's investment in the
company made Lheir jobs more
secure. Inecidentally, Tim
Sainsbury is no lenger in the
governmen!t — he resigned a
few weeks ago as part of a
medium scale cabinet reshuffle
by Lhe Prime Minister John
Major One important ergu-
memnt the Conservative gov-
ernment failed o0 win in 1994
was over Lheir proposed pri-
vatisation of the Royal Mail —
the Post Office It was to have
been a key element in their
legisiative programume for the
new session of Parhament But
the postal workers were

sirongly opposed to this and
they had the backing of the
Labour Party and even a num-
ber of conservative MPs The
government. realising it could
not get a majority. backed
down This was seen as a per-
sonal defeat for Michael
Heseitine. the minister who
had drawn up the plans for
Post Office privatisation and

almost succeeded in toppling '

the government.
The utility company British
Gas was moved

successfully

frem the public to the private
sector in the mid-1980's. In
November this year. the Chief
Executive of the company.
Cedric Brown, was awarded a
75 per cent increase in his
annual salary from £200.0000
to over £400.000. At the same
tume. British Gas was finalising
pians for making a substantial
number of its workforce re-
dundant on grounds of cutting
down *its overheads and

additional capital for stream-
lining service to its customers.
The trade unions. led by
British Gas's main union GMB,
hrnhemrﬂpuml-*-
deal for thetr members with

British Gas very hard through.
oul the year and all they suc

ceeded In getting for them was
2.9 per cent by way of annual
ncrease In their salaries. So
adurally. net anly the wrade
unions but alse the WHritish
public. including shareholders
of the company are enraged al
what has been widely seen as
an obscene increaseé 1n the
Chief Executive s remupera

tions Thousands of British Gas
workers at the moment are be-
ing asked to accept huge cuts
in pay and holiday entitlement
to "'market levels” These could
amount to average cuts of as

~ much as 16 per cent. The ar-

t @gven by the company
that its "cosl base has be-
come too high ~ Meanwhile.
Mr Brown is due (o appear in
the House of Commons next
week to face a griling by a
number of MPs for accepting
what they consider 10 be an
“over-heated” pay increase.
Some observers viewed
1994 as the year when the
British public finally fell out of
love with the great dream of
the Thaicher era — privatisa-
tion. Evidence of this is re
flected in the lukewarm recep-
tion of the government's an:
nouncement that a billion

Wednesday . .
the first stage of the franchis-
ing. The government proposes
to sell off more than half the
network by April 1996 n fact,
public disfllusion with privaty
sation is linked to the very
high salaries that the directors
of privatised companies have
been awarding themselves.
This also reflects more deep

sealed changes within the so-
ciely. Mast people — those not
enjoying Lthe very substanilal
increases in income Lthat the
top levels ol management are
enjoying — are feeling rather
lefl out of it all. An .in spite of
the jact that some significant
Unprovemenis in output are
visible ln these sectors. many
people are nol seeing Lhe ben-
efit of this in terms of their
everyvday living standards.
increasing inequality, just as
much as historically levels
of unempiloyment and Job
security, may be one other fac-
or inhibiting the return of
that elusive “feel good” factor,
as the British economy Is try-
ing desperalely tp recover
from recession. And this being
an era of rich rewards for the
few and low returns for the
many. this is perhaps the best
ciimate for Inuroducing one of
the last and most spectacular
business initiatives of 1994 —
the National Lottery! The
scheme was launched throug-
hout Britain on 20th November
with the promise of raise
millions for charity and make
at jeast one new milllonaire
every week. The draw takes
place on Saturday evenings and
the result is announced live on
BBC television. The whole
nation has become hooked.
and that's no surprise, with
the top prize beyond the
wildest dreams of the com-
monman — and woman — in
the street. In the draw held on
Saturday. 10th December, the
Jackpot prize of nearly 18 mil-
Hon pounds — £17 880,008 to
be precise — was bagged “
single individual, an Astan fac-
lory worker. Su uent
Jackpot takings have not been
as large. however. and here
have been accusations (rom
many goarters includl SO
Continued on page |1
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T i= hevouwl our ra-
clal mwemory We know

alinnsi nothing of the music of
the Indus Valley civilisation
although it has efl some of its
mmusical instriupents o us
the hour glass and cylindrical
droma. castanets and evinbals
Prrhaps primitive man did

sprak  he sang or made
trusical sounds ke birds and
antmals According Lo Darwin
musk had Its origin in the
calls andd eries of birds and an-
imals Our own theories sup
port this view. Legend has i
that Narada, exponent of the
Gandharva (radition. thought
that the source of musical
lones was Lhe cry of birds and
anipals w Chinese, oo, lmi-
Lated birdd and anknals

lischia was the first 10 evolve
a mysical systemn based on
phtlosophic and metaphysical
notions According o Hindu
theory sound (nada) appears
as Nada Brahma (sound a=s
God) Aanong the sacred primal
sunds are OM and the sound
of the Damaru the drum of
Shiva Sound i1s a product of
cither (Akasa) the first of the
five rlements.

Jagore says: For us, music
has above all a transcendental
significance.” That is why mu-
sic rempains sacred. The flute
ol Krishna and Lhe veena of
goddess Saraswall have meta
physical assocfations

Indian classical music had
its origin in the chantng of
the Vedas The chanting. based
on the rules of Sama Veda, by a
single priest gave rise Lo
melody (Congregational sing-
ing in Christian churches gave
rise 1o harmony). India had the
Gandharva (folk) and tribal
raditions 1oo. They interacted
with each otheg to produce
richness and diversity.

Ffom top pitch Lo low pitch
— this wa¥ how the Sama was
sung. VaMations in pitch can
covey a message — of wedding
or funeral It an also express
various emotions. In similar
way, varfations in tones in the
recitation of the Rig Veda
avoided monotony. First, thére
were three poles — Udatta,
anudatia, svrita. Later, recita-
tion of Sama sever
notes. In these, we find the
slow evolution of Indian music

India is rich in folk dance,
dramatic and classical musie,
Music is considered supreme
It Is the supreme art and sur
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pasaes other arts like architec.
twre. sculpture and painting

Fhe Raga-Tala system is
India « unigque achievement. It
was the first (o evolve a sol-fa
system Indian sol-[a letters (sa
re ga ma pa dha nt) are as old
as Lhe Upanishads. There has
been no change. The Western
sol fa system is only a thousand
ycars old, .

'he Natyasbastra (3rd C BC)
of Bharata was the codification
of an already highly developed

tton has not been betiered

The twang ol the bow gave
ideas of its potential as a imusi
cal instrument. The earllest
instrument s were
Dhanuryantram, the harp, ete

loday India has a huge va
riety ol stringed instiruments.
especially the species ol
Veenas. Many of these instru
menis are played with a how
The Villadi-vadhyam (or Villu
kotiu) of the south is a tolk
adaptation villu: bow)

Raurishwnkar and Allarakha with the Slar and Labla respextively

musical system. The Indian
miusical system 1s at least three
thousand years old

There are three fundamen-
tals of music: mejody. harmony
and rhythm. The drone chord.
harmony. as known In the
West, does not exist in Indian
music. In India. melody and
rhythm have been highly de-
vE :

Prof Sambamoorthy a great
authority on Indian music, says
that “the idea of absolute music
is reached in the concept of
r . The whele structure of
! n music is bullt argund
[it)” Raga is the soul of Indian
Imsic,

classical blas — they trace ev.
erything to Vedas or
Natyashastra. But research has

Rhythm is man s oldest im-
pulse. Thus, percussion In-
struments must be among the
oldest No one knows the vari
etes of drums in India. Each
region has its own specific va
riety. The Dhundhubhi (a skin
stretched over a pit and bealen
with a stick) was used for
Vedic chants. It spawned hun-
dreds of drums Writes
Gammons F White an
American student of Indian
music. “although there is good
drumming among Western
musicians, there is nothing so
impressive as the (ndian
drumming - That is why the
West can enjoy the Indian per-
Cussbon).

The drum had tribal orl-
P, 0o, The madal of Central
Indian tribes evolved into the
maddalam of Tamil

truments of India

iive man. The drum connotes
the primeval sound [(nada) at
the origin of creattion. The art
of drumming in India has now
rached a high degree of so-
phistication.

The cymbal. the Chimpta of
Punjab and Kartals are exam-
ples of Ghana instruments.

The wind instruments use
alr directly or indirectly.
Perhaps the whistling sound
produced by bamboo forests
must have given rise to the
venu made of bamboo, reed or
cane. described in Vedic liter-
ature. The bansuri and
nadaswaram are popular wind
instruments. The horn ampli- .
fied the human voice.

Between 1000-1400 AD.
there was a fusion of Hindu
and Persian-Arabic music In
north india. which gave rise to
Hindustani music. The South
retained the old tradition —
the Carnatic music., Amir
Khusro is sald to have Intro-
duced the composile mode of
singing — a mixture ol Indian
and Persian He is also said 10
have adapted the Persian Sitar
o India. New ragas were com-
posed at this time (vaman. tu-
rushka. todil. new styles
adopted (khayal, tappal and
new instruments made (rabab,
sarangil

The establishment of the
|2-tone scale was the most

Unlortunately. the harp and
dulcimers disappeared during
this period. Fingerboard in-
struments became popular.
Frels, which were movable,
became fixed The South did
not remain free from these in-
luences. although it resisted
changes.

With technelogical devel-
opmenis — gramophoncs, ra-
dio. recorders and players. TV,
satellite tranamission etc —

Indian music is being exposed
to new and varied systems of

have become part-of the Indian
musical seene. While
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