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Japanese Boat Purchase Case

Trial resumes Feb 12

Air Vice Marshal (Retd) Ab-
dul Karim Khandkar. a lormer
minister, yesterday
red before a special
's court Lrying deposed
t Hussain Muhamanad
in a corruption case o
testify as a prosecution wit
Ness. BSS. ’

A K Khandkar is one ol
three ministers named as wit
nesses in Special Case No 19
of 1993. the trial of which be
gan last year.

Ershad and a Japanese na
tional are accused in this case.
betier known as the Japanese
Relief Boat Purchase Case.

Three prosecution wit-

Deputy Conunissioner Rajshahi
M A Malek were the other
witnesses besides Khandkar.

PW-10 Khandkar. who
served as planning minister
from August 1986 (o March
1990. authenticated the pro-
ceedings of the council com-
mittee on government pur-
chase dated 1ith November
1989 which dwelt with the
procurement of the boats.

PW-10. who was the con-
venor of the council commit
tee in late 1989. identified his
own signature, earlier marked
as an exhibit by the coun

Khandkar. who read out the
resolutions of the council
committee dated 11-11-89 as
asked by public prosecutor Ab-
dur Razzak Khan. sald the

was briefed about the
purchase of boat under a
Japanese debt relief grant and
advised the Relief Ministry to
execule the directives of the
President on the subject

The case relates lo accept.
ing the second lowest bidder
— Marubeni Corporation — in
mﬂng boats under a 2.5

yen grant in 1989 at the

rectives of Ershad. ignoring

I.he offer of Kingshu Mataichi,
another Japanese firm

The country suffered a Ildss

to the tune of Taka 33 crore
because of Ershad’'s directives
to procure the boats from
Marubeni Corporation. the
charge said.
" Prof M A Matin, a deputy
prime minister under Ershad.
testified in the case on January
18.

During cross-examination.
Khandkar said he has not
come across any file which
dwelt on the background of
the purchase ol the boats. He
aflirmed that the evaluation
committee formed by the gov-
ernment .had observed that the
quotation submitted by
Marubeni Corporation was ac-
ceptable from the technical
point.

He also stated to have seen
the report of the Bangladesh
ambassador to Tokyo in which
the envoy observed that since
Kingshu Mataichi has no boat
building facility, all boats*
should be procured from

Marubeni.
A HF K Sadek. who was

Principal Secretary of the
President's Secretarial under
Ersluul. deposed that he had
scen Lhe briel sent o the pres-

‘Matin tells JS
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some 200 foreign drltgalfﬁ
who consider Bangladesh as an
‘emerging Lliger.

The Home Minister said
that about 250 Opposition
supporters led by Maliya
Chowdhury and Advocate Sa
hara Khatun had started
picketing on the road betweer
Sonargaon and Bijoy Sarani
and obstructed the partici
pants trying to reach the gon-

venue.

He said that at 11.34 am
when the Prime Minister was
returning to her office the
picketers hurled the bombs
which injured an on-duty po-
lice official and a constable.

Police swung into action,
wielding batons and firing
teargas shells to disperse the
pickets, the minister said,

that five people were
arrested from the scene.

Matin Chowdhury accused
the opposition parties of creat
ing chaos and anarchy by call-
ing hartals which. hinder the

nt of the country.

Terming the Prime Minis-
ter's visits to Malaysia and
Japan 'very successful' he said,
following the visits foreign in-
vestors have shown keen In-
terest to invest in Bangladesh,

The Home Minister said
the government of Begum
Khaleda Zia is determined to
maintain law and order to
continue the democratic prac-
tice and development process.

Yesterday was the first pri-
vate members' day of the 18th
session which began Monday.

it was a brief session during
which two treasury bench
members proposed two resolu-
tions — one on the Inclusion
of the country's junior high
schools in l'.h!: current ADP and
the other against the use of
bamboo stumps and palm
trees in the brick kiins, Both

Deputy Speaker Hum:run
Khan Panni, who chaired the

session, adjourned it till 6:30
pm Sunday .

. democracy cannot work."

secretarial from Lhe
mn:ll commities on pur-
chase with regard to Lhe boals.
He also received the proposal
of the council committee on
boalt
The PW- 12 who was a party
© the scrutiny of the propos-

als and briefs sent to them by

the council commitiee before

their presentation (o the
. in his commments o
the mentioned that

though the Marubeni corpora-
ot s bhoals were

the price was double thal
quoted by Kingshu Mataichi.
The procurement of boats
from Marubeni was later ap
proved by Lhe president and
the Relief Ministry was di-

. rected o imunediately procure

the boats. he deposed.

Sadek said that in his ob-
scrvalions in the brief sent to
the president. he had given
his opinion for a “retender’
while Paglur Rahman. the then
DG (Administration). had
commented that the price
quoted by Marubeni
Corporation was much higher
than Kingshu Mataichi's.

The PW-12 identified his
own signature and that of
Fazlur Rahman contained in
the brief

When asked by Lhe defence
counsel whether he had come
(o know of any adverse news
reports in the Japanese press
regarding the boat procure-
ment and directives to the
Bangladesh ambassador to en-
quire into the matter, Sadek
sald he had heard that the
Ambassador was asked to look
into some complaints. The
witness said he does not re
member i the envoy had sent
any report. He said he was not
aware if the Japanese ambas-
sador in Bangladesh had re
quested the Economic
Relations Division to enquire
into the matter and give a re

port

PW-11 M A Malek, who was
a director in the President's
Secretariat and later at Lhe
Prime Minister s secretariat
from Januaryv k987 Lo «June
1992, in his deposition said he
was a witness o the selizure of

documents [rom: the Prime
Minister's secrelartat on

411992 by the investigating
oflicer of the case. PW-]11 au-
thenticated his signature and
that of Fazlur Rahman.

The trial was adjourned till

| February 12.

A K Khandkar who saw
Ershad afier nearly five years,
shook hands with the deposed
general, sitting the dock, be
fore leaving the court after
making his depeosition

Jordan, PLO si gn

cooperation
accords
AMMAN, Jan 26: Jordan

and the Palestunian self-rule
atthority signed a series ol co-

operalion accords here today
reports AP

Jordan. lollowing Morocco
aind Egvpl,. has also decided 1o
open a liaison office In the au
lonemous Gaza Strip which it
considers "1the beginning ol an
independent state.” an official
-s..ur.i
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at her hotel suite in Colombo yesterday.

TU leaders

Prom Page | Col 5
lease of detained industrial
workers and withdrawal of all
cases against them.

"Tomorrow's convention is
most likely to decide upon
barricades and strikes for a
longer duration than the one
Just enforced.” a top leader of
the jute workers told The Daifly
Star last night

“We may also opt for other
forms of agitation. such as de
manding resignation of the
BNP governmen! because we
believe this government will
never fulfll our legitimate de-
mands.,” he said, preferring
anonymity

When contacted over tele
phone last night, president of
the Patkol Sramik Karmachan
Sangram Parishad. Abul
Bashar, confirmed likely adop
tion of plans for fresh agitation
al today's convention. The new
programmes would be en
forced during the month of
Ramadan, he said. "The inflex
ible atttude of the government
is compelling us o go for a
greater movement,” sald
Bashar, chief of Workers' Party

Replying o a question
Bashar said the leaders of ma
jor opposition parties would be
copsulted before the finalisa
tion ol any new agitation

When his atsention was
drawn by this corréspondent
to the controversy regarding
implementation ol the gov-
ernment-declared wages
commissian in the private sec
tor, the veteran labour leader
pointed out that industrial
workers in both the public and
private sectors enjoyed stmilar
wages and benefits in the pre
independence and post-inde-
pendence era until the
Khaleda Zia government came
to power

‘It is only the present gov-
ernment which is trying to

snatch the rights of the private
seclor labourers,” he re-

rR.r;rrrtng to the ftrade

unions' demand for a halt to
the government's privatisation
move. he claimed the unions
were notl opposed to privatiza-
tion as such. Bul. he added.
the industrial units already dis-
invesied had faced closure due
lo the authorities’ wrong pol-
icy As a result. he said. such
moves were destroying the
country's industries and not at
all helping those 1o flourish

! the
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Joint communique
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siruct the officials concerned
o work out the formalities

The two sides agreed on
the need for frequenmt ex-
changes of visity at all evels to
provide greater momentum o
bilateral cooperation In areas
of mutual jnterest. i1 sald.

In view of the libheralisation
of economies in the two coun-
tries, Lhe two leaders agreed
on the desirability of coopera
tion between their respective
private sectors and of advanc:
ing this process by all possible
means including the estab
lishment of joint ventures

They also agreed to lake
necessary measures for coffec
tive implementation of the de
cistons of the Bangladesh S
lanka Jont Econamic Co
munission which s scheduled
o meet in the first hall of Uus
Vet

The two sides. according o
the communique. ecxpressed
the hope thatl the existing cul
tural cooperation briween the

iwo [(nendly countrnes. lnked
bv their common cultural Ll'f

itage. would be further stren
gthened

They welcomed the signing
of the Annual Execulive
Programme for cultural coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries for the year 1995 1996
and 1997 They albo decided
to envourage the exchange of
cultural troupes between the
two countries

The two leaders reviewed
the progress made by SAARC
following the Seventh Summit
in Dhaka They noted with sat-

_isfaction the progress made

under the Integrated Pro-
gramme of Action as well as
the establishment of the
SAARC Drug Offences Moni-
toring Desk in Sri,Lanka and

the SAARC Hﬂtqlicgu‘al Re -
scarch Centre in Bangladesh

They also noted with satis-
laction that due emphasis had
Leen given o the core areas of
poverty alleviation and trade
liberalisation and agreed that
other related economic issues
should not be addressed.

Exchanging views on trade
liberalisation in the region. the
Bangladesh Prime Minister
and SAARC Chairpersonn has
agreed with the view of the Sri
Lankan side that the first
round of negotiations under
SAARC Preferential Tra-

F

ding Arrangements (SAPTA)
should be expedited.

The two leaders hoped that
all formalities such as negotia-
tions on tartfl concedsions wo-

- wld be completed in time to

operationalise SAPTA on sc-
hedhale

They also held discussion
on cooperative arrangements
already established between
SAARC and ether regional and
international erganisafions and
agreed on the neet! for further
expansion of such cooperation

Focusing on international
siluation, the two sides ex
pressed satisfaction ot the en
couraging developmenty in the
Middle East with the signing
of the peace agreemenis be
tween the FLO and lsrael and
between Jordan and lerael and
hoped that it would enable the
Palestinians o achieve Lheir,
inalienable nght to a homeland
and help reach a comprehen
sive settlement of the problem.

Expressing deep concern al
the deteriorating tragic situa-
tion in Bosnia Herzsegovina, the
two sides siressed the need
for a negotiaied setilement of
the peoblem under the UN «f
forts.

Reviewing the current’
global economic situation, the
tww sides noted wilh concern
that ‘ever widening gap be-
tween the rich North and the
poor South remained Lthe ma
jor challenges lacing the in-
ternational community "

They also expressed con-
cern at the dangers ol the
degradation of the global enwvi-
ronment and underlined the
need for grealer international
cooperation (o address tLhe

rool causes ol the problems.
Hasina
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and rulimg party MPs.” she saud
and added. "Bui the govern
ment did not give us any

Chidaiiee 1o discuss these 1sstes

VIS who 1ed ihe

Decemmber 28 Opposition res-
ignation. demanded formation
of a special committee to in-
vestigate the allegations ol cor-
ruption against ministers/MPs
and to estimate the wealth
they made during the time of
the present govermmnent.

She also demanded that the
names of the ‘corrupt minis-
ters and MPs™ be listed and
published

Unrest may spoil reforms: Saifur
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ler noted.

"Bul to take a stranger (in
the cabinet headed by the
Fresident) is not permissible
under the Constitution. And
even (o amend the Constitu-
tion the Parliament members
who resigned have to be re-
called and a referendum also
has to be held.”

"Il they (Opposition) agree
to allow the members of Par-
liament to become ministers
in the national government
then the problem is solved,”
Rahman asserted.

The logic of the demand to
dissolve Parliament after the
147 Opposition MPs resigned
crr masse was also questioned
by the Finance Minister. “If
100 or so Parlament members
resign and that s taken as a
reason for the dissolution of
Parliament then multl-party
he
reasoned.

It is an expression of a
negative’ no-confldence mo-
tion against the government
alter the Opposition earlier
failed to muster enough sup-
port for a 'positive’ no-confi-
dence motion. he said. “What
Is happening tbday can also
happen tomorrow.”

But he concluded by
sounding hopeful about a solu-
tion to the current political
impasse. “But we should not
give up hope, we should try to
resolve the problem,” Rahman
sald with guarded optimism. “]
am trying to persuade my
(cabinet) colleagues to go to
the maximum extent to re-
solved this tension-ridden sit-
uation.”

The Finance Minister. how-
ever, reaffirmed his commit-
ment to carrying forward the
reform process and identiflled
four I:qr areas where reform Is
urgently needed: legal, admin-
istrative, private enterprises

! , v
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Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman lpeaking as the chief gues

of the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry

T—

t at a meeting of the members

I’MLCIJ at the Chamber building 1n

the city yesterday. MCCI president Anisuddowla (L) and vice-president Samson.H

Chowdhury are also seen.

and the labour sectors.

“I will be the unhappiest
man if the reform process is
not sustained. But | agree
there are subtle steps taken wo
interfere with the reform pro-

' cess, it does even crop up in

Trade, com
industry must

the policy level.
merce and

. protest market distortions,

"“Rahman- later said in re-
sponse to a question by Ja-
maluddin Ahmed, former pres-
ident of the Institute of Char-
lered Accountants.

Agreeing with the MCCI
President, Rahman acknowl-
edged that the labour sector is
one of the main handicap at
the moment. "But it is It
for the to face the
problem under the present
(political) situation,” he said.

The Finance Minister also
agreed that the telecommuni-
cation and energy sectors

private Investment and ac-
knowledged that the govern-
ment should place more:-em-
phasis to improve the living
conditions in Dhaka and other
major cilies.

Earlier, the MCCI President
noted that the economy is cur-
rently at a very delicate junc-
ture with the macro-stability
indicating the potentials while,
on the other hand, the politi-
cal uncertainties constituting a
nnp:luhlc threat to the fu-
ture.

The prevailing political sit-
uation does not provide the
confidence which Iinvestors
seck in the present competi
tive world, he said, and in the
changing global economic sce-
nario the losers would be those
who fail to attract investments.

Calling for a resolution of
the tical problem, Anis Ud

a sald "We take this op-

* would be excellent areas for - portunity in appealing once

. — Star photo

, again to the government as

well as to all major political
parties to recognise¢ the chal-
lenge and have a national con-
sensus on certain fundamental
issues relating Lo the economy,
80 lrhal our country does not
remain left-out...."

To achieve a higher GDP

" growth rate of 10 per cent, he

sald, some major policy deci-
sion need to be taken relating
lo generation of more savings,
and reforming the bureaws
cracy, labour market and the
slate-owned enterprises.

He also urged the govern-
ment to streamline the tax
administration te remove the
scope for victimisation and
corruption.

Later, responding to ques
tions on arbitrary tax assess-,
ment and tax anomalies in the
food- processing sector, the Fi-
nance Minister agreed to look
into the problems.

‘Khaleda a
remarkable
leader’

COLOMBO., Jan 26: Sri
Lankan Prgesident Chandrika
Bandaranatke Kumaratunga wo-
day described Bangladesh Pri-
me Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia as a “remnarkabile leader’ of
this region. reports BSS.

The commendation came
when the Sri Lankan President
Kumaratungyg made a farewell
call on Bangladesh Prime
Mimister Begum Khaleda Zia at
the latter's hotel suite at
Hilton here

Lauding the leadership of

Begum Zia, the Sri Lankan
President said she is playing a
proneering role to institution-

alise democracy in Bangladesh

The Sri Lankan President
exiended her heartfelt thanks
to Begum Khaleda Zia for her
official visit to this island state
as the first head of the gov-
ernment since Kumaratunga-
led People s Alliance came to
power in Sr1 Lanka

Extending her best wishes
to the Bangladesh Prime Mi-
nister and the people of
Bangladesh HKumagatunga ur
ged Begum Zia to pay visit here
with a longer stay in future

Reciprocating the gestures
of the Sr Lankan President
the Bangladesh Prime Minister
thanked Chandrika for the
warm and cordial reception
and hospitality extended to
her and the members of
Bangladesh delegatioh

Bangladesh Foreign Wi-
rister A S5 M Mostalleur Rah-
man and S Lankan Foreign
Minister Lakshman Kadirgs
s were among others pre
senit on the oorasion

Meanwhile, Sri Lankan
Prisme Minister Sirima Ban
daranaike today bighly co-
‘mmended Bangladesh Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia's
cosninitment for strengthening
seven natlon SAARC

The elderly Sri Lankan
Primme Minister called on
Begum Zia at the lalter's suite
at Hotel Hilton here this
merTiing

PM returns
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Mohammad Shahta Zarab, the
acting High Commissioner of
Sri Lanka C Ramesh Jayasinghe
received the Prime Minister at
Zia International Airport,

Earlier, the Prime Minisier
was given a hearty send-ofl at
Colombo Kalunayake |Interna-
tional Airport at the end of her
official visit

Sri Lankan Foreign Minister
Lakshmamn Kadirgamar and
Minister lor Transport, Envi-
ronment and Women Affairs,
Srimani Athulathmudali bade
Begum Zia good-bye at the
gﬂ.[]ﬂll-l ay ,
 The Bangladesh Prime
Minister inspected the cere-
monial guard of Honour of the
Sr Lankan army and took the
salute. The army saluting bat-
tery fired 19-gun salute mark-
ing the departure ceremony at
the airport. The national an-
thems of the two countries
were played.

Sri Lankan Speaker. cabinet
ministers, leader of the oppo-
sition. governor and chief min-
ister of the western province.
diplomats. high civil and mili-
tary officials were also present
at the airport to send ofl the
Bangladesh Prime Minister.

Writs referred
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on the applications of the
three oppasition leaders, sub-
missions were made by
Barrister Moudud Ahmed him-
sell. Barrister K S.Nabi on be-
half of Sheikh Hasina and
Barrister Abdur Razzak for
Matiur Rahman Nizami. The
court also sought the opinion
of the Attorney General:
Aminul Huq. on the matter.

L

Appearing before the court, |

the Attormey General said that
it wad the discretion of the
court to refer the writs to the
Chief Justice for constituling a

special or larger bench for
hearing. He. however, main-

tained that the constitution of
such a larger bench is now less
important Since anyone ag
grieved by the verdict of the
High Court division can easily
go to the Appellate Division.

Barrister Moudud Ahmed.
in his submission, said that
they were seeking a larger
bench since the writs involve
important constitutional mat-
ters, He urged an expeditious
disposal of the case, saying it
has already been delayed.

Barrister K S Nabi said
other than Article 67 (2).
many more articles of the
Constitution are involved with
the writs pending. "Therefore.
it should be heard by a larger
bench,” he argued.

Barrister Abdur Razzak said
that the writs are (it cases to
he referred te the Chief
Justice.

The counsels for the peti-
tioners, Advocate A B M Nurul
lslam and Advocate Md
Moksudur Rahman. also spoke
in favour of hearing before a
larger bench

After announcing the deci-
sion to refer the writs to the
Chief Justice, the High Court
said that the terms of refer.

‘ence would be immediately

communicated (o Jusptice
Shahabuddin Ahmed
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Blasts mar Republic Day

parade in Jammu: 7 killed

JAMMU India. Jan 26° Seven peopie were killed and 46
injured when three bombs exploded at a packed stadium n
the capital of Indian-controlled Kashmir today as the state's
governor delivered a speech 1o mark India's National Day.

police said.

The Governor K V Krishna Rao. a former indian army

s chief. was unhurt in the blasts which ripped through the

Maulana Azad Stadium. sparking panic among the more than
35.000 peopie attending the celebration. police said - AFP

Bank murder
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the crime.’

Two teams of the investiga-
tors raided places in and out-
side the tapital last night to
nab the suspects.

Azizur Rahman. 38 was
found murdered in the bank at
WAPDA Bhaban at Motijheel
January |4 morming when a
cleaning woman opened the

door of a bathreom to
the Assistant General
Manager s chamber in the

bank Ariz was believed to have
been murdered between
Thursday evening and Saturday
morning when the bank was
closed. He was strangled to
death

The criminals tried to
break open the bank s wvault
containing some 35 lakh taka
with a drilling machine. but
failed.

The DB took up the case,

and laundched a massive man
humt for the runaway killers

Earlier. police arrestied a
30-year -old woman and a 22
yedar-old man and sent them o
jatll after interrogation Police
also questioned several other
sireet prostitutes, shopkeep
ers and night guards of the
area

The Lhree persons arresied
yesterday are likely to be pro
duced belore the Chiel
Metropolitan Magistrate
ICMM) court today

James P Grant
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countries. Lthe release sadd.

James P Grant also visited
Bangladesh several times, most
recently in February 1994.°

On this visit he received an
award on behall of UNICEF
from the Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia on the oc-
casion of 25th anniversary of
the discovery of Oral Rehy-
dration Iﬂmm (ORS).

4 murdered
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house wife Tasnim Abedin.

Police said the boedy of the

maid bore marks of torture.
Jainal is absconding.
. In another incident one Md
Hossain, 35, was stabbed to
death this aftergoon at Mi-
akhan Nagar. police said.

A Jubo League leader of
Raozan was kidnapped and
shot dead at Boalkhali than
area on Wednesday, police
sources said. He was identified
as Amit Talukder, 23. The
Jubo League blamed NDP ac-
tivists for the killing. But NDP
denied it. . ;

Another young man was
stabbed to death by his rivals at
Jaotala Segun Bagan area here
on Wednesday. The victim was
identified as Monaf Hossain.
Pahartali police arrested three
suspects of the murder.

JS by-polls
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_ three other polling centres

could not been counted be-
cause of trouble caused by sup-
porters of the rival candidates.

Kazi Golam Morshed of the
ruling BNP was elected from
Natore-3 (Shingair] securing
28 187 votes. His nearest rival,
Md Abdul Jalil. an indepen-
dent. mustered only 7.020
votes while another indepen-
dent candidate. Md Nazrui

lslam_ got 4 197 rnt

Out of a total T ﬂ 5
gible voters. 39 749
their right of franchise. the
percentage of ballots cast be-
ing 2584

Principal Abdur Rashid
Khan oi the BNP was declared
elected from Bakerganj-6 se-
curing 1.13.577 votes., while
two of his independent rivals
—A K M Enayet Hussain and
Abdur Rofb Munshi — got 8.022
and 2.816 votes respectively.

In contrast to the turnout in
Natore. 56 11 per cent of reg-
istered vBters cast their ballots

in Bakérgan)
Both the defeated indepen-
dent candidates. however,

filed written objections to t
returning officer, Abdur Qu
ddus., the Deputy Com-
misstoner of Barisal. alleging
fraud and rigging and de
manding fresh elections

Independent candidate Md
Mahmudul Hagq was declared
elected to the Sherpur-3
(Sribardi - Jhenaigatl) seat, He
secured 32 644 voles while
his nearest rival, Saildur
Rahman, another
received (0,447 voies. Two
others in the race — Liagat Ali
Talukder, independent. and
Md Hemayet Ullah. a BNP
nominee, got 7,033 and 3,473
voles respectively. :

Mahmudul Haq is the son of
Md Sirajul Hag. who won on a
BNP uicket in 199]1. He died in
a car accident on the Dhaka-

year. Mahmudul Hag was de-
nlcd the mlln; party’s nomina-
Lion.
Out of a total 2,21,190 vot-

ers in this constituency only
54.137 went to F‘.llll per-
centage 'of votes cast being
24.47.

BNF nominee
Mia was leading in  the

Brahmanbaria-6 constituency,
having secured 50 449 votes in

65 out of 69 polling centres.
His nearest rival, Dr Raushan
Alam. an i had
polled 36.273 votes I'h!lt
Shahudul Haq. another inde-

pendent, could garmer only
3.437 votes.
The deceased MPs were

Walie Ashraf (BNP]) from
Brahmanbaria-6. Sirajul Haq
[(BNP) from Sherpur-3}
Principal Md Yunus Kha
(BNF] (rom -6 and
Md Abu Bakr (Jamaat) from
Mhalore-3.
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