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“BRprobebody on |

Kamalapur incident

Bangladesh Railway author-
ties have formed a one-man
enquiry commitiee to probe
imto the Jaguary 20 incident at
Kamalapur station between
passengers and raillway em-

ployees roer “the delay of in-,

tercity Egara Sindho Express.
Feporis UNB.

UNB
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PABNA, Jan 26: Al least 16
people were killed when a bus
fell into the Ychhamati river
| breaking the railing of a bridge
' on Bogra-Nagarbari highway at
Karamja in Sathia thana today.
reports UNB.

accident might go up as offi-
cials said another 15 le.

including the driver and
helper of the bus. were miss-
e

Police said a Bogra-bound
bus of Reza Paribahan carrying

4 murdered in
Chittagong

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Jan 26: Four
persons were murdered in
Chitiagong in the last two days.

Police said a house maid
Kohinoor, 12. was allegedly
tortured 10 death on Wednes-
day night in the house of PDB
Sub-Assistant Engineer Jainal
Abedin at Hajar Dighir Par of
Edgah here.

Doublemooring police re-
covered the body of the girl
from her master's house this
morning and arrested the

From Page | Col 7
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The death toll in the road

at least 50 passengers tumbled
into the river smashing the
bridge railing at about 2 pm
while trying to give way to an-
other bus coming from the op-
posite direction.

Till 8 pm, firemen and po-
lice with the help of local peo-
ple recovered 16 bodies while
15 are still missing. official
sources said. The rest of the
passengers swam ashore.

The dead were identified as
Moksed Ali. 35. and Jamal
Uddin. 40, of Bera. Pabna;
Nizam. 5. and Gautam Kumar,
25, of village Gangaprasad.
Shahjadpur. Sirajganj: Monwar
Hossain, 38, of village Karamja,
Sathia, Pabna: Moktar Hossain,
35. and Abdus Sabur. 35, of vil-
lage Zamirta, Shahjadpur.
Pabna: Alauddin, 28, of village
Tithulia.* Chouhali. Sirajgani:
Alam, 12, and Shamsuddin.
28. of Belkuchi. Pabna; Amzad,
25. of Nagarbari, Akher
Pramanik. 46. of Roumari,
Kurigram; Sakhina Bibi. 25, of
village Masumpur. Sirajganj;
Layek Uddin. 30. of Rasulpur,
Lalmonirhat: Mazdar Hossain.
25. of Zhautala. Bogra, and
Mazeda Khatun. 40. of
Ramdhanibari. Sirajganj.

Ten of the dead were
handed over to their relatives
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while the rest were at Pabna
Sadar Hospital morgue. dis-
trict administration and hospi-
tal sources said.

Deputy Commissioner and
Police Superintendent ' of
Pabna visited the spot immedi-
ately after the accident.

A pall of gloom descended
on the scene as hundreds of
people kept looking for their
near and dear ones,

Fire brigade sources said
they salvaged the bus from the
river in the evening. A case has
been filed with Sathia thana.

Bank murder : 3

more arrested
By Staff Correspondent

The detectlive police ar-
rested another woman and two
other men yesterday for their
alleged involvement in the re-
cent dacoity bid and murder in
the city's Sonali Bank corpo-
mit branch.

Declining to name the
nabbed persons. a senior
Detective Branch (DB) officer
told The Dailv Star "We've al-
most lound all the clues. Now
it is a matter of time and ar-
rest of a few more involved in

See Page 8 Col 7

SANAA Jan 25 Yemen ac-
cused Saudi Arabia of deploy-
ing troops within three kilo-
metres of the frontline on
their disputed border today. as
diplomats disclosed 54 people
died in a clash two weeks ago.

Westérn diplomats in the
Gull added that Saudi Arabia
had been its farces
wlong the 18 hours
as the two sides held talks this
week in Riyadh to try to settle

“three
kilometres {two miles) from
out first lines of defence,” an
officer in the Yemeni army toid
AFP. :
"Our troops are keeping
their initial positions. with the
normal numbers and without
any reinforcements.” he said,

"'Hut the Saudis are massing

~and F-16 warplanes

troops on the border for the
third straight day -

Diplomats and pelitical
sources here said Wednesday
that Saudi Arabia had massed
troops. tanks and missile bai-
teries along the southwestern
part of its border with Yemen

It has also deployed F-15
and
Apache dltack helicopters
flown from Tabuk Air Base in
the northeast to Khamis.-
Mushayt and .Jizan In the
southwest., Yemeni political
sourCes said

The Saudi troop movements
took place nedr the Saada re-
gon of northwest Yemen and
opposite the communities of
Al-Wadi and Al Shurura, they
il

Syrian Foreign  Minister
Flruq Al - 'Hl.nr- i"hl‘ll'lr country
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‘Resignation of MPs:
Writs referred to CJ

Saudi troops closing in
on border, says Yemen

led mediation efforts after
clashes earlier this month.
told AFF he had been in con-
tact todavy with both sides in
Riyadh

‘Both parties expressed
their wish to contain the situa-
tion on the border.” and it was
not necvessary to send media-
tors (o Iht‘ two countries.
Shard Sod” % =

One Yemeni political source
who declined to be named said
the Saudi Kingdom's military
deployment was "a kind .a
pressure on the Yermwenis for
them to make concessions’
during the talks that began
Monday in Rivadh

Bui Yemen = President Al
Abdallah Saleh had pledged
that "even in case of Sawdi ag
gression. Yemen will not re
spond

Supreme Court Correspondent

A division beunch of the High
Court yesterday referred (he
two wrils concerning the res
ignations of 147 Opposilion
MPs 10 the Chiefl Justice for
his decision oh the prayers for
constituling & larger bench 10
hear the petitions.

The benech. comprising

Justice A M Mahmudur
Rahman and Justice M
Hamidul Hug, the
decision afier hunng hree

Opposition leaders Shetkh
Hasina Moudud Ahmed and
Matiur Rahman Nicami, as wel
as Lhe Speaker, Shaikh Razzak

All, are among the respon:
dents named In he writ
moved by Advocate Md

Moksudur Rahman on January
IS,

The other writ nst Lhe
Speaker and the Secretary of
the Parllament Secretariat. has
been filed by one Md Alauddin
Khaled, challenging the re
spondents delay in disposing
of the MPs resignations.

That writ was also meoved
on January |8 by Advocate AB
M Nyrul Islam.

The HC bench issued rules
on the respondents in both the
writs. asking .them to show
cause within seven days. The
judges also ruled that both the
writs would be heard analo-
Bm sy

Durugyeﬂﬂda h-urm;
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Prokrichi-BCS
plan 120-hour
strike in Apr

By Staff Correspondent

Memibers of the Prokresehi
S Central At Council wall
launeh a 120 hour strike n
April 1o force 1he government
accept Lhetr |7 point demand

Besides they would also
submil a memorandum o the
Chiief Election Commissioner
and hold rallies across the
counyy

The programme was an-
nounced al a mesUng of the
Action Council in Dhaka yes
lerday

The nearly one month- long
programme of the Prokrichi
includes rallies at all districts.
publicity campaign and meet-
ings with the political parties.

studen! organisations and pro- |

lessional groups

Al Lhe meeting. leaders of
the
Action Council blamed the po-

liucal leadership for the exist-
ing crisis in the country

Pohtlcal unrest may spoil

reforms, fears Saifur

Finance Minister H Saifur
Rahman yesterday.
1 feel extremely disturbed

.becausg all the hard work has

already been done. We are
halfway there and until we
carry out the remaining re-
forms. we won't get the ex-
pected results.” the worried
minister told members of the

Hﬂr&pﬂl".ln Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(MCCT).

He was speaking at a meet-
ing with the newly-clected ex-
ecutive committee members
and general members of MCCT
at the conference room of the

By Staff Correspondent

upon the Opposition (parties)
not to destabilise the eco-

" nomic development process.”

he appealed to the business
comimunity.

The Finance Minister was
responding to apprehensions
about the peolitical uncertain-
lies expressed in the apening
speech of M Anis Ud Dowla,
the newly-elected president of
MCCI. The meeting was also
attended by senior finance
mimistry offictals

“We are trying to find a so-
lution and as the Pinance Min-
ister | am the most disturbed
man.” he said “A market
driven ecomomy cannot work
without a democratic set-up
and rule of law, these are sine
G non l'nrmw”
of artion.”

The main stumbiing biock
in the current negotiations be-
tween ithe ruling and opposi-

fion parties is allewing elected
members of the Fifth Parlia-
ment o berome cabinet mem
bers In a carfetaker govern-

men! under the President.
Rahman explained
Describing the political

uncertainty as a “peculiar sit-
uation.” he sald. “The gov-
ernment went the whole hog
to resolve the situation and to
wealher the political storm. -~

The ruling party, he added,
agreed (o the formation of a
national’ government under
the President. with the Prime
Minister resigning’ before the
elections as per constitutional
provisions

Under the formula, the
elected members of the Fifth
Parliament, including those
who resigned, are eligible to
become a minister in the na-
tional government, the minis-

See Page 8 Col 2
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116 killed, 15 missing as
bus falls into river

h

JS by-polls: 3
elected |

By Staff Correspondent

Unofficial resulty of three
out of four parliamentary by-
clections held Wednesday
were declared yesterday. The
counting of votes in the other
comslituency was not com:
pleted till filing of this report
late last night

BNP nominees Kazi Golam
Morshed and Principal Abdur

- T O —

Rashid Khan were unofficially

declared winners in the
Natore-3 and Bakergan)-6
constituencies respectively
while Md Mahmudul Haq. an
independent candidate., was
also wunofficially declared
clected from the Sherpur-3
constituency by the returmning
officer.

Vote counting in four out of
69 polling centres in the
Brahmanbaria-6 Jatiya Sangsad
constituency was either sus-
pended br delayed due to var-
lious reasons. Election Com-
mission (EC) sources said last
night.

According to EC sources.
voling at one polling centre In
Brahmanbana-6
(Bancharampur] was post
poned due to violence that left
one person dead and at least
14 others injured during
Wednesday s polling. Votes of

See Page 8 Col 8

JS to decide
HC ruling:
Speaker

By Asiuzzaman

Speaker Shaikh Razrak Al
yvesterday said that the matter
of the High Court ruling relat-
ing to him would be decided In
Parliament

Let Parliament decide (the
issuel. | have no cominent.” he
told The Daily Star in a brief
impromptu interview last
night

When asked

whether he

thed whHlled teihe show cause

notice served on  him by the
HC bench. he said: "No reply
has been given from my side
till today -

He evaded several other
questions as he was getting
into his car to go home after
yesterday s Sangsad session
around 950 pm

On January 18 a division
bench of the High Court issued
a nde nisi

on the Speaker to show
cause why action should not
be taken by him. as required
by the Constitution. regarding
the resignation letters of 147
Opposition MPs who quit
Parliament en masse
December 28 last,

The Opposition MPs' resig
nation letters were still pend
ing with the Speaker for a
decision regarding thetr valid
ity and procedural action

The bench comprising
Justice A M Mahmudur
Rahman and M Hamidul Hugq
yeslerday referred the maltter
o the Chief Justice

TU leaders may

announce fresh
programme
Star Report

Trade union leaders of the
jute and textiles sectors are
scheduled 10 meet at a conven-
tion in the city this morming to
chart out a fresh m pro-
gramme (o realipe their de-
s,

The new action pre-
grammes of the workers may
include road-rall barricades
and strikes carly next month.
trade union sources said

Today s convention will be
held near the CPB office at 10
in the morming.

Four trade unions and fed-
erations of this sector en-
forced a 72 hour road-rail
blockade and strike during
January 22-24 to press their
demands which include an of-
ficial declaration by the gov-
ernment that t would imple-
ment the mid- 1992 govern-
ment-trade bodies accords

The fresh agitation will also
be in protest against alleged
polite atrocities which re-
sulted in the deaths of two in-
dustrial workers and Injuries
to several hundred during the
just-concluded nationwide
barricade programme. Pu-
nishment of those responsible
for the deaths, sation
for the victums' families and
release of those arrested
during the recent unrest are
also among the labour leaders’
demands.

The 1992 agreements pro
vided for a new wages com-
mission for the workers, con.
sultation with the relevant
labour leaders pflor 1o disin-
vesting any industrial unit, re-

See Page 8 Col 3
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Popular singer Runa Laila
vesterday.

The Baily Star
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Dhaka, Colombo for jute
trade, direct airlinks

Bangladesh andd Sri Lanka
have agreed 1o Imister rela-
tions between the two coun
trics. particularly in trade and
economic fields. to the mutual
benefits of the two peoples,
reports UUNB.

The agrrement was reached
during the two-dav official visit
of Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia to Sri Lanka. said a
joint communique issued si-
multaneously in Dhaka and

PM returns

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia returned home
yesterday afterncon ending a
2-day official visit to Sri Lanka
at the invitation of Sri Lankan
president Chandrika Banda-
rnavake Kumaratunga. reports
BSS

Cabinet ministers. senior
civil and military officials, the

‘Dean of the Diplomatic Corps

and Palestinian Ambassador
See Page 8 Col 6

Colombn at the end of the visit
yesterday

The Bangladesh Prime
Minister and Lankan President
Chandrika Kumaratunga. dur-
ing their official talks, ex-
pressed their determination to
further enhance the existing
warm.: friendly and cooperative
lies between the two coun-
ines

They observed that there
was scope for even further ex-
pansion and diversific for
murtaatly beneficral e :
tion. specially in the fAeld of

trade.

The two leaders laid em
phasis on the trade of jute
products between the two
countries.

The communique said that
the two sides reiterated the
need for working towards early
establishment of direct air
links between Dhaka and
Colombo and agreed to in

See Pm ) Cnl 4

People don't want BNP
govt anymore: Hasina

Awami League chiefl Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the agita-
tion of the would con-
tinue until the fall of this
Hiegal and corrupt’ govern-
ment, reports LUUNB.

“The people don't want this
government anymore, so it
should quit as soon as possi-
ble." the Awami League
President told a rally before
leading a mass procession
from Pallabi at Mirpur in the
city i Lhe afterncon.

The two hour mass proces-
sion. arranged as part of the
action programme designhed to
press the demand for a care-
taker governmenti. ended at

Kalyanpur at about 6:45 pm
after parading through Mirpur
and Cabtal

During the nearly seven-
kilometre march, the proces-

sionisis. waving placards and |

festodns
eTTUTeEnNL
The BNP government has

chanted anti-gov-

no right to stay in power be-
.{t -

Dilip Kumar calls
on President

Visiting Indian film star
Dilip Kumar allas Yusuf Khan
and members of his delegation
called on President Abdur

Hﬂmﬂhwn.liw
yvesierday. reports UNB.

During the meeting the
President exchanged pleas-
antries with the actor and his
delegation and appreciated
Dilip's success in the film In-
dustry through hatd work and
devotion

Dittp Kumar expressed grat

| Itude o the President for the

love and hospitality extended

o hith and to the members of |

State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Professor Jahanara Be.
um, former state minister
wrul Muda, o the
President Ataul Huq, Military
Secretary o the President Ma-
jor General Sardar Md Al
Hasan were among those pre
senit on the occasion

*_‘*"

cause it became illegal with
the ¢n masse resignation ol
the opposition MPs, Hasina
sald. demanding immediate
resignation of the government.

As many as 147 opposition
MPs resigned from Parllament
on December 28 to protect the
people’'s rights of voting and
food. she added.

"We tried our best to speak
about the problems of the peo-
ple in Parlilament, about the
corruption of the ministers

See Page 8 Cal 5
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Attack on motorcade

Search to round
up culprits on,
Matin tells JS

By Staff Correspondent

Home Minister Abdul
Matin Chowdhury yesterday
lold Parllament that actions
are being taken against those
involved in hurling bombs at
the Prime Minister's motor-
cade on January 24.

Making a statement on the
incident., the Home Minister
said that the Additional Police

. Commissioner has been asked

to investigate the matter and
that a scarch was on to round
up the culprits.

He said some Opposition
supporters who were enfore-
ing a hartal, had thrown the
bombs from a lane near the
Tejkunipara area when Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
was returning after inaugurat-
ing the investment conference
at Hotel Sonargaon.

Earlier, on Wednesday.
Deputy Leader of the House
Prof Badruddoza Chowdhury
expressed concern at the inci-
dent and demanded a state-
ment from the Home Minis-
ter.

Matin Chowdhury said that
the Opposition-called hartal
was designed to foil the con-
terence which was attended by

See Page 8 Col 1

Chandrika to visit
Bangladesh

‘President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
has been invited to visit
Bangladesh. reports UNB.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia. extended the invi-
tation to President Kumara-
tunga during her just con-
cluded visit to Sri Lanka.

The Lankan president has
accepted the invitation and
agreed to visit Bangladesh at a
mutually convenient time.

James. P Grant.
quits Unicef

The Executive Director of
United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF) James P Grant
tendered his resignation to UN
Secretary General Boutros
Boutros Ghali. UNICEF an-
nounced in Dhaka yesterday,
reports UNB. .

Grant, who assumed office
of the third Executive Director
of UNICEF with the rank of
Under Secretary General of
UN on January |. 1980, re-
signed on health ground, said a
UNICEF press release.

United Nations Secretary
General asked Richared Jolly
to continue as acting Executive
Director of UNICEF during the
interim period.

"Serving as UNICEF Ex-
ecutive Director for 15 Years
has been the greatest privilege
of my life. the capstone of my
50 years of international ser-
vice,” Grant said in his resigna-
tion letter.

During his tenure Grant
showed an unmflagging com-
mitmerit, vision and dedication
to improving lives of children
of world's least developed
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