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.An Excellent S

This is no conventional thanks- giving at the
end ol an international conference to tick off the
final ritual on the organisers’ check-list. In the

rticular case of "he "Bangladesh  Investment

onference: The Ewmerging r*  which con-
cluded vesterday. even the organisers could not
round off the meet vwith any routine casualness

because it was far trom a one-time affair. The

echo reverberates. 1

Our special gratitude goes to kur ney, the
yrestigious financial world rnal which gave

angladesh the dignitied label of ‘an ‘emerging
tiger and did us proud thereby. The slogan was a
fitting tribute to the wrll-\.vq)rrrmlrd investment
prospects of our country. We partake of the BOI's
reflected glory and give them a big hand too.

The Prime Minister made out a strong case for

foreign direct investments saving Bangladesh
stands ready for them with a hard working popu-
lation. a favourable pclicy framework, good
strategic location betweer: East and South Asia,
sizeable labour and market potentials in fts 120
million peuple and above all a working democ-
racy. -
The representative character ol the conference
as far as the participation of the opposition
politicians and their p s of went,
must have been partially redeeming despite a
hartal.

The ball is now in our cvourt. The interest
evinced by the forcign investors needs to be sus-
tained. Occasional political oswillations must give
way to stable conditions for r=asonable economic
workability. Labour unrest is no longer that much
of a hand-maiden of mainstream politics as it
used to be. To the foreign invesyors, howevyer, the

antum of local nwvestment ser"ves as a guide f::rr
their own rnmmilmc:ﬁ of capitul to a country’s
economy. In the hard world o! shifting invest-
ments from one country to the other, a steady lo-
cal investment pattern is the real clincher.

They came down for scouting :#nd went awa
fledging.inveﬁtmrnts but only as an initial gambit.

or this to turn into a flow, we cannot hang our

gloves after the conference. The conderence gave
us an excellent start. But let us not forget, it is
just the start. There is lot that needs to be done,

" Can't be Taken Lightly

The two were separate incidents a 'd each clls
for outright condemnation, the outrage fclt being
not of degrees but of the essence. These 1¢late to
the explosion of a cnvde bomb before the passing
motorcade of the Prime Minister and the police
manhandling of apposition political hgares Matia
Chowdhury ane R:ll;::lra Khatun.

Concerning the Prime Minister it was a bliatant
act of irresponsibility beyond words. First, it was
a sensitive Eiﬂal day on which precaution against
such bomb-throwing ought to have been at its
best on the side of strike callers. Secondly, it was
after inaugurating a high-exposure intermation.il
investment meet that she was returning to her
office. Thirdly, all conference-related activities
were kept outside the purview of the strike. :

Top-most political laders of the ecountry
coming under attempted acts of violence that ap-
parently sneaked up through a crack or two
unguarded political activism is evidently not the

stuff that politics, even unwittingly, should be
made uFuf, '
Highly reprehensible, too, was the mistreat-

ment meted out to Awami League leaders Matia
Chowdhury and Sahara Khatun. A reported alter-
cation was followed by chasing and beating by the
police, well before the incident about the Prime
Minister occurred. While Sahara Khatun landed in
a hospital. Matia was picked up and had to go to
the police station. Treatment of political leaders
is an integral part of building democracy. Gone
are the days when police would not dare touch a
litical leader. But. we can still expect a sem-
lance. of that code of police conduct, now that
democracy has returned in our country. What has
happened is atrocious and oppressive in a
democracy, and can't be taken lightly at all.

No Trade Curb, Please!

The five-day meet of labour ministers and offi-
cials from 80 developing cournrtries held in Delhi
has expectedly reiterated their positions on trade
relations between them and with the developed
West. Their position is that the rich nations re-

~move trade quotas and tariff restrictions on ex-
&lrtﬁ from the developing countries. This the
- Western world should do. they argue, to give
benefits of the negotiated arrangements of the
World Trade Organisation (WTO). The rich na-
tion's increasing stress on labour and environ-
"mental standards in the poorer nations, accord-
ing to them, is a ploy to {Il::(:)l(}f them a reasonable
access to the markets of the West. No wender
that the final resolution known as the Delhi
Declaration has decided to oppose &n}r unilateral
cconomic measures to decide terms of trade rela-
tions with poorer countries.

Under the Uruguay Round of trade negotiations
the poor world had their comparative advantages
or competitive edge in certain areas. . The insis-
tence on elimination of child labour and newer

standards of labour and environment now threat- .

ens to blunt that competitive edge. So their con-
cern s quite understandable. Instead of bringing
about a uniform order in the labour pattern in
the Third World countries, such restrictions have
a}llreadjr caused a high degree ‘'of unemployment
there.

There is however no dispute that quite a size-
able Ernpurtiuu. of the Third World workers are
forced to spend their working hours in unbear-
able conditionts. Emploving children as labourers
in factories and industries too is not very desir-
able. Both conditions need to be improved. But
this cannot be done overnight. As for the working
environment in factories the sooner measures for
its improvement are taken the better. However,
child labour cannot be wished away. Unless the
under-aged children can be given a ter choice,
withdrawinF, them all at a time will further exac-
erbate their ability to survive. Post-haste en-
forcement of labour standards too will leave a
huge army of workers retrenched. The people
who have given their best part of life to the ser-

vice of their respective industries cannot be so -

, ditched. The'rv surely deserve a better. deal. .
The plea lor environmental standards is how-
- ever very intriguirig: The West have systematically
damagcd the world environment and stifl now re-
sort to the harmful tice of dumping or trans-
porting toxic or radio-active materials to third
world countries or their territorial waters. i
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T should now be merely a
matter ol  wailting. The

I long run of the Indian
National Congress as India's
acknowledged fuling party

since ndependence is about o
come o an endl. Whether this

event takes before the
next round of State Assembly
elections in February or
immediately after these
elections. or whether the

walting time is siretched (il
carly next year. would hardly
make muuch of a difference. A
lew months in the calendar
this way or Lhat would not
affect the crucial reality : Lthe
nearly uninterrupted. mono-
lithic reign of the Congress
party i1 New Delthi has run its
couree, and there seems no

ready led them to rack and
ruin; at least the prime minis-

ler suspects that*they are so
convinoed

In the circumstances. while
HE Abrupt end of the
Cold War and the colla

I pse ol communism In

the lormer Sowviet Union and
Central and Easterh Europe
present the world with new
challenges and new re-
sponsibilities. Aller the (all of
Berfin Wall and the sudden

[ragmentation ol the Soviet

Union, evervone believed that
the enure world was turning
towardg democracy. peace and
security. But this elephantine
expectation proved extraordi-
narily naive. Insiead of bring-
ing democracy . peace and se-
curity, the collapse ol commu-
nism led to the unleashing of
ratlar venumous nationabsm

and/or rehgious passion. Now
we sec that the world is net

progressing toward the “global
village™ buit Is going 1o tum
into a turbulent world which
[has] represented many viru-
lent problems to the world
The new director of CIA.
James Woblsey has vividly de-
scribed the present world sit.
umion during his confirmation
heiring Ig the US senate, “We
have siain a large dragon but
we live now in a jungle field
with a bewildering variety of
poisonous snakes.” The Soviet
Union. of course. was the
large dragon and what was
tracked were (he f{amiliar
st ructure of conflict associated
with long period of the Cold
War. In the new global setting
nothing seems altogether fa-
miliar or simple. Butl even the
smaler ones — ethnic strife in
tormw=r Yugoslavia and the
lormer Soviet Union, religious
fundainentalism in the Arab
wurld., and possible nuclear
proliferation- in North Korea.
Iran. Pakistan are poisonous in
character. Lhreatening the
global security and of an am-
biguous nature The purpose of
Lthis article is 1o focus on those
forces that are shaking the

global securtty.
The Pull of Economic

Furces

There was a Ume. notl si
long ago, when the fate of na
tions’ was determined largely
by political and military factors
— most significantly the ability
of the state to marshal a coun-
try's resources for war. con-
quest or defence. But in fact.
most nationgl-security policies
In todav's world are designed

O ensure economic wellare.
Economics has become the

tanguage of world politics. Free
trade is considéred to be the
hest means of growth and de-
velopment for all economies.
But in practice no actor in the

world can claim to follow free
trade policy in the (rue sense.
While the developing countries
are vigorously pursuing free
tracde policy for their econ-

Sir. For the past few
months, there have been In-
numerable number of request.
to the opposition parties to
find alternatives to hartals,
barricades and sieges (the last
two have the same effect as
hartal). The opposition goes on
undeterred, saying it s
"stru
yel when those very people
protest against their Elfuu of
agitation, they tum a ear!

The opposition protest
about the price hike of com-
modities yet fall to acknowl-

- edge that harials ; Ll
a umt‘f;n".t nlhe r

reasons. Apparen

most deplorable act was to an-
nounce another (series) hartal,
perhaps intentionally, to pre-
sent a negative image to those
200 plus joreign investors at-
tending the first international
investors’ conference in.

Bangladesh. Yet, fronically, the
apposition complains of a lack

ggling for the people”(?), .

a pre February spiit might sull
be formally aveided., it would
be surprising i the Congress
party could succeed In absorb-
ing the shock of the further
batterings 4t is expected (o re-
ceive al the elections during
that month. The party would
then either splinter,
advancing the Lok Slhl:.rﬂ
by ‘a year, or a new prime min-
ister would be installed who
would somehow carry on till
carly 1996, when the tenure of
the present Lok Sabha Is to
end and the ruling party.
whatever its shape. must fl-
nally facing the clectorate.

The other altermative of
making a bonfire of the
Constitution and taking the
authoritarian route has to be
ruled ot Indira Gandhi. at the
pinnacle of her strength. had
experimented with that aller-
native. Even she met with diss
aster. Thase currently at the
helm of the ruling party have
read thal much of history. Men
like PV Narasimha Rao may be
gty of many misfudgments.
bin i regarc 1o this particular
matier, lLiey oo know very
well their imitations

. Resurgence

With om Indira Gandhi
around 1 is possible 10 aseert
again with almost equal ronfi
dence. a resurgence of the
Congress party  etther imme
diately or after a reasonable
number of years, is improbable
What however would be a more
relevant speculation s the
complextion of the government
which is 1o lake over at the
(entre once the (Congress
‘party facdes away

Challenges to Global Security: Some Reflections

ical parties. Such a coalition. it
Is conceivable. would emerge
even before the nation goes to
the poll for the new Lok Sabha.
Or perhaps the arrangements
for the coalition would be
completed only after the re-
sults of the poll are in. For the
country' s political parties, it
would be an altogether new
situation. Adjusting to it would
take time and patience. Each
« suliiion is a compromise, and
hzi\-nlwmfd
give and take. Hard bargaining
is bound to precede the forma-
ton of the new government.

The parties would first have
to choose those other
with which they would prefer
to coalesce so as to establish a
working majority in
Parliament. At the next stage, a
minimum agreed
has to be hammered
tween the parties the
administration. followed by
negotiations over the distribu-
tion of portiolios

Spirit of Independence

The Indian mind takes
pride in s individuality and
spirit of independence So a
coalition arrangement may
ha be a bed of roses either
for the roalitton partners or
the person chosen to pregide
over the coalition as prime
minister Clashes of personali-
'tes as well as of programmes
are |ikely to be the order of
the day In the beginning

out be-

Reports of inter-party and in-
- and

ter-ministry bickerings
misunderstandings would fill a
large part of the space In

: on one
‘s toes cinerge
as a normal circumstiance.

vive such turbulence H the -

mained in beard agreement

Indian citizenry, was worth
persevering with

A number of European
courntries including France and
Iitaly. have gone through the
trauma of unstablé govern
ments following one another in
rapid succession. ever since
the end of the Second World
War These countries have
nonetheless survived T he

by Md Rafiqul Islam *
W
These essence of political crisis facing the world today is that no international order has yet emerged to

| Conm:PeopleHhvetheFinalShy

. replace the old one that has disappeared
drive by the advanced In market economles and century These Incréasing have been joined by three un-
dustrial ations 0 maintain  democratisalion have been ac population is creating pressure Jetlared  nuciear powers
and even improve their eco companied by a new ethnic on Lhe earth Population pres (Israel, India and Pakistan).

nomic slatus relaied W0 the de
veloping world Is crystallising
in the lormaton of regional
economic hiocs exemplified by
meves in the EU by the
NAFTA., AFTA. APFC and
Japan's evolving ues with the
ASEAN countries. Butl regional
s was scen as both bad poli-
tics and bad economics. It umn-
plied political domination by
an ambitious hegemony as well
as b¥ an economic bloc Lhat

would destroy Lthe [ree rade
sysicm. The of such re-

gional blocs on the developing
countries are mixed. Alncan,

Asian Smntted SH e ta? Sncties Mgk e/

asseriiveness In  Fastern
Ewupe, the Balkans and the
Middle East, and In the re-
publics that make up the
Soviet Ugion Ethnie and reli-
gous demands s laking gn
extraordinary variety of forms:
the demands secession and
the subsequent breakup of the
Soviet Unbon and the creation
of a Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States; The dis-
integration of Yugoslavia; the
quest for autonomy by the’
Kurds, secessionist move-
ments among the Kashmiris.
Sheiks, Timorese and many

more difficult Uume insinuating’ Africa and the Middle East 'in

themselves ino the schemes.
The Global Dispersion of
Power

As world politics becomes
more complex. the power of
all major actors in interna-
tional system to achieve their
purposes seems to diminish.
The rise of supernational capi-
lalism has been accompanied
by a diffusion of political. mili-
lary and economic power away
from the US and the Soviet
Unien 1o other actors in Lhe
international arena. If we focus
oo heavily on power Uransition
among the leading states. we
see the present situation is
very different from its begin-
ning. the real problem is
power-diffusion rather than
hegemonic transition.

Instead of developing power
relationship. a number of re-
@onal power cenlers — Japan.
(hina and India in Asia.
L omeny in FEurope, Russia in
Crairal Torasia, the 1infted
States .. Noarth America —
have emerged. The disnersion
of political and*militaiy '« ser
rﬂﬂ“‘ﬂn. h.“ ml[’pk sk -
cations for global secu;.tv.
also tends the new reson.!
power to pursue¢ their hege-
maonic ambitions. Fyurthermore,
the collapse of Soviet control
over its former Eastern allies
has resulted in a series of ‘eth-
nic and terrftorial clashes be-

: Claims
Unexpectedly the decline of

communism, the end of the

= = P - - &

country! Their activities have
not even spared the 'O and ‘A’
level students!

Since all pleas and appeals
have been ignored. it is high
tUme, Instead of holding futfle
discussions. we should try to
organise a protest march,
where even if B0.000 of
Dhaka's 80 lakh participate,
then, perhaps the message will
#t into their heads!

A concerned cilizen, Dhako

Sir. In the consequence of
ecarthquake in Mexico. Los An-
geles and now in Kobe many
people have lost their all
worldly belongings. not (o
speak of the enormous loss of
lives.

Many geologist, scientist
and engineer boast of their In-
vention, theory, technology
etc. but in the wake of natural

LTS BT e

ol foreign tnvestment (n the

weslern Europe; and debates
over migration and reflugee
policies in all advaneed indus-
trial countries and in much &f
the Third Worid.

Peoples — however they
identify themselves by race’
lafiguage. trie or history —
wan! new political institutions
or new relationships within
existing institutions. When the
arrangements are not sausfac-
tory or their demands are met
with force. they may resist or
flee across regional and na-
tional boundary. Throughout,
the leaders of the world gov-
ernments. now walich with
concern the ethnic and reli-

s conflicts within neigh-
boring states. recognising how
quickly these conflicts can
threaten national. regional and

global security.
Demographic Explosion’

World population problem
is now the most divisive issue.
In the recent I[nternational
Conference on Population and
Development, held in Cairo.
this problem has received
enormous attention and gener-
ited considerable heat. Popula-

tion growth is not by itself a
cau of instability — his-
torically. it has often con-
tributed to the health and
vigour of societies but when
population growth exceeds the
rate of economic growth, and
when they contribute to the
depletion of valuable re-
sources, the ability of state to
engage in long-term economic

lation now

first

live at the mercy of the nature.
Glants like the USA and

Japan have falled to face the

immediate aftermath of theig

earthquakes and provide suc-
cour to their respective dis-
tressed peoples In time.

We wonder what would
happen if, a 'God forbid, a Los
Angeles 'or Kobe type tremor
hits this region! Is our disaster
management always prepared
lo meet such. eventuality?
Would our Ministry of Home
Affairs and the Ministry of Re-
lief and Rehabilitation kindly
check up? ;

O H Kabtr, Dhaka
Blackout, no more!
Sir, The aids suspension

produced by the "unsatisfac-

tory” performance of Bang-
ladeshi power department
worked well ever since.

After all the cautious

irying to lessen her system
loss in order to have her

2 dogrey

sure is already having its mark
on the environmental balance,
Hising subsistence needs are
placing even demands of
waler, agricultural lands,
forests and caastal habitals.
And as these natural resources
deteriorate they set in motion
a continuous stream of 'envi-
ronmental refugees’, 1o the
urban centers or o the remote
areas of hill or forest or even
beyond the national borders.
These people create extra
pressure not only on the
resources of the migrated
land, causing the

. but

tr
e
Enwironmental Decline

Bven if demographic explo-
sion is stabilised. the world

will still be faced with the
proBlems arisirgg from human-
induced degradation of the en-
vironment. The environmental
scientists and the world lead-
ers have given more attention
on- the long-term effects of
i o
s
layer, and animal population.
Preliminary research sug-
gests that environmental de-
cline, especially when it oc-
curs in environmentally
stressed areas of the Third
World will exacerbate inter-
group competition and con-
flict. All were united in recog-
nition of the fact that what
happens in one part of the
world has a definite and dra-
matic impact on the rest of the
planet. in the Rio Summit,
held in Brazil in June 13,
1992. It is undeniable that the
global environmental situation

~Is critical and it will soon

cause social disruptions that
may threaten vur common fu-
Lure, :
Nuclear Proliferation
Throughout the Cold War
era. the specire of nuclear
holocaust terrified people all
over the world. Now the Cold
War has ended. yel the threat
of nuclear weapon remains.
Tools of mass destruction are
in the hands of many Third
World countries as well as the
feuding nationalities of the
former Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe. In the nu-
clear realm, the five declared
nuclear power (Lhe US, Russia.
the |/K. France and China)

power generation refueled
wilh aids, she has finally been
able to manage Nine to change
her donors’ mind.

Among the possible initia-
tive, again, can be the tapping-
more hydropower out of falls.

- rivers, floods, and sea. exploit-

ing wind and solar energy. and
manufacturing gas and
rechargeable cells.

The overuse of indigenous
power sources should also be

supplemented with nu {clr
energy for the nexi millen-

Retarding malpractices
coupled with proper mainte-
nance indoor and outdoor will
be shedding load of joss in her

. system.

Just to meet the public
shortfall in the immediate fu-
ture, private subsidies can be

facilitated toward cost-efficient

aloa, gine
i 48

|

| foundation.

| come out before

While tran. Ir and North

Korea conbinue eflorts Lo
apois —

develop such we
Argentina. Brazil. South Afnea.

Sowih Korea and Taiwan retain

4 capacity o do so in the fu
ture. Insiead of fearing a nu-

clear war bDetween lwo super-
powers Lhe world now watches
smaller conflicts warily con-

cerned that frustration or bit-

terness may lead o measures

of last resort.

The real threat oday is not

prolileration. but the acquisi-

© Uon or such weapons in the
hands of international terrorist

organizations. The terrorist

groups may use the weapons
against some prestige Larget as

was done in the case of the

New York Trade Centre or the,

Bombay Stogk Exchange.

Peace-keeping

In recent years. with the
Cold War over and the super-

powers no longer assuming re-

sponsibility to maintain peace

and stability within their re-

spective sphere of influence, a

greater burden has naturally
fallen on the United Nation,

which it has ‘responded to by

. Ereatly expanding its peace-
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become a
establ

world. How
we shall inhabit in the pre-
21st century will be, shall de-
pend to

;
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- Yeltsin and Chechnya

ProfM T Haq :

The president of the Rus-
sian Federation. Boris Yeltsin,
has started a barbaric and bru-
Jal attack against Chechnva,
and its capital Grozny. in an al-

| ready restless world which at

the present time so badly sulf-
fers from lack of peace. law

{ and order. The Union of the

Soviet Socialist Republic
(USSR} which was a super-
power not long ago. is now a
dream of the past.. The so-
called CIS [Commonwealth of
Independent States) headed by
Ru has vet to have its firm

base in the changed economic

and political circumstances.

t The CIS cannot certainly be

compared to the British Com-
monwealth 6f Nations (a volun-
tary association of independent
nations) which is based on a
firm historical and political
The way the
former USSR broke down in
the chaotic decline of social-
ism. often misunderstood. is
an_ entirely different matter
and the Russian leaders who
could not foresee the future
dare themselves responsible for
the break-up. It seems there
was hardly any statesman or
politician of repute who could
understand the political games
of the so-called western
democratic states which were
probably themseives surprised
dt the chaotic but quick break-
up of the east European social-.
ist countries. | feel. maybe,
ace-statesmen” and politicians
in Rusgia and elsewhere are in
the making in this present day
complicated world and would
o pul
things right politically, eco-
nomically and socially.

The pest president of the.
USSR, M Gorbachev. is a very
educated slatesman and

| politician and he could proba-

bly ltave succeeded in.dealing
with the problems of the USSR
which the ex-Presidemt of the

USA. Ronald Reagan. wrongly
called an ‘evil empire.” Lady
Thatchier. after her visit to the
USSR, remarked that Ger-

bachev was the man whom the

‘Wesl could probably do busi-
ness with. Gerbachev is a well-
read man and before he de-
cided to go in for "Perestroika”
(restructuring) and- “Glassnost”
(openness). he must have been
convinced that the socialist
and/or conununist societies of
Europe needed to go in for
change: in this process he
wanted to go slow. but then
the pressures from outside
(Western) and those [rom his
dissenters at home did not al-
low him tp do so.

and abroad to see the White
House in Moscow bu i |
am sure that Mr

and numerous others both in
Russia and abroad are

the same feeling now as

prestige and glory of his
country! To me he appeared
have a sick mind.

Te substantiate my point, |

would like to gquote from
London

paper says. “The Wrong Man
Russia ° Inside while
commenting en the man on
15, 41 and 61 the




