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LSTRALIA s osften Corsid-

ered the hucky countryv. Rich
m natural resources, it has alwavs
rehied heavily on-its exports of
primary products But this
reliance has provided an uncertain
future. Australia has been thrown
mito a boom-bust economic cvcle
driven h'y the world iconamvy ane
commaodity priee volatility

* To overcome this, Australia is
Hiking a two-pfbhiged ‘Wiritegy,
Firstly, it has worked hard 1o
engage the dynamic, booming
economies of its Asia-Pacific
neighbours in free and open trade
and investment. And secondly
Australia is moving more and more

toward a ‘sophisticated trading
future aimed at adding value 1o its

exports, and therefore is becoming

less dependent on world
commadity prices.
The strategy has been

underpinned by micro-ecomnomi

reforms in the Australian
economy, Since 1983, when the
Government liberahised financial
regulations, Awstralia has
dismantied & range of tarilf

communications and energy all
underwent sweeping changes,
Australian exproters have also
bovame sbout 30 per cemt more
Cunpetitive over the past decade
with more than one n eigiv of all
manufacturers

Australhia's economic

Asia Pacfic Ecomomic
Coeperation (APEC) process,
which Australia initiated in 1989
The role of APEC was to allow
officials, minssters and leaders of
the region to discuss ways W foster
& more cooperative trade

with APEC nations grew by 15 per
cent and now accounts for 72 per
cent of the total. And the

AUSTRALIA'S FORMULA
FOR TRADE SUCCESS
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econmies represent half the
world's production and nearly half
its trade. And they are growing
fast : by 2020 it is estimated that
seven of the world's ten largest

economies will be in APEC, and as I

the region becomes more wealthy,

opportunities.

APEC's share of world exports,
already 46 per cent, is expected to
rise {0 mote than 55 per cent by
the year 2000. APEC trade within

region is growing at 1 per cent

iy and is expected to reach
76 per cent by 2000.

The Australian Prime Minister,
Mr Paul Keating, sees "APEC as
the best tool 0 achieve regional
prosperity and guarantee
Australia's economic future. ”

Under the agreement,
advanced ecomnomwes have

At the 1995 APEC leaders
meefing in Osaka, Japan, the
leaders will work om a
comprehensive action plan for the
free trade gopl. :

While APEC » Australia’'s most
mmportant trading region, Asia
particularly, is becoming
mcreasingly critical exports o Asia
grew by almost 7 per cent im 1990-
4 after growing at a tnd rate of
12 per cent a year over the last
decade, Thew share has increased
from less tham 55 per cent to more
than 63 per cemt of Austalia's
exports during this period, The
European Union, on the other

" hand, is declining as an expornt
anarket: in 1957 the countriey

AUSTRALIA DAY

E e ARLY in Y4 Austrahan
CNEIDeeTrs

successfully

completed the 1170-metre long
mﬂdsh:p bridge™ across the

ong River hinking Thailand
was built under the Australian

development covperation program

and Laos to boost commerce and
prrosperity i the region

' Experts from Australia’s

MNational Film and Sound Archive

have been helping to Clean and
preserve the entire 3000 glass
photographic plates in the
National Museum of Cambodia.
The slides hold precious images of
Cambodia's past, a vital record for
a country that has experienced
the trauma of having much of its
history erased.

Scientists fromn Thailand and.

Australia are jointly developing
new ways of keeping tropical fruit
fresh for long periods after

harvesting, and investigating ways

of controlling diseases such as fruit

fly .

These are diverse activities,
but they highlight a common
theme-the growth in links
between Australia and Asia.

In the past few years the
Austrakan Government has made
integration with the Asia Pacific
region a comerstone of its foreign
gnd trade polices, highlighted by
the launch in 1993 of a A § 60
Million package of new measures
to increase the Australian

ecomomy's engagement with Asia.

However, such links are not
new. Australias ties with Asia .

have been building for a long time,
according to the Australian Prime
Minisfer, Mr Paul Keating.

“Not that Asia has dawned on
us all of a sudden” said Mr Keating
in a recent speech.

‘It is often forgotten that
Australia’s relations with the
tegion go back to the very
beginning of post-colonial Asia
from our support for Indonesia's
independence movement through
our participation in the defence
of Malaysia during confrontation
0 our iInvglvement in the
Colombo Plan”

It is a theme reinforced by fhe

Australian Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Senator Gareth Evans.
. " The New emerging Asis
Pacific Community is one In
which we in Australia feel we
very comfortably fit." says Senator
Evans

" We have always been, ot least
Since the Second World War,
reasonably comipriable with the
Pacific' part of the aquation; the
difference now s that we are
totally at ease with the Asia’ pan
as well This s reflected
demographigally  in our education

our arts flestivals,

extraordinary volume of Vistiton
moving both o and from Asia,

n 199293 thus had dropped to just
12 per cont.

Asia have grown at 3 rate of 23 per
cemt per annum over the past
decade In absolhute terms, they are
ROW OVer six times as large as they
were in 1983-84.

And with East Asia, Australian
trade in booming, Total trade with
East Asia increased by more than
M per cent in 1993 and, although
Australia’'s exports to East Asia

and Laos. The A% 42 million bndge

ax a ift to the people of Thailand
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a nation, to feel threatened or
intimidated by Asia; rather this is
now the part of the world in
which we feel very much at
home, We see the countries to our
north not as a source of threat, bul
of stimulation and Opportunity.
We no longer see ourselves as a
transplanted European nation,
imprisoned by our geography, but
as a confident, comfortable, fully
participating member of a region
to which we genuinely belong.

While using the term "Asia” for
ease of description, most
Australian commentators realise
that the term can be misleading
and that its use should not obscure
the great cultural, social and othet

differences within the region. The

recognition of diversily within
Asia underlines Substantial
advances in the process of cultural

understanding on the part of-

Austrahians.

Heightened cultural
sensitivity can be traced to many
changes within Australia, the
approach to language training
being a good example. In 1982, 15
per cent of Australian Year 12
students learming languages other
than English were leamning Asaan
languages. Today that figure has

Early in 1994 the Council of
Australian Governments endorsed
a 15-year plan that will see four
Asian languages Japanese, Chinese
(Mandarin), Indonesian and
Korean taught in Australian
primary schools from 1996

The Council endorsed a report
by the National Asian Languages
and Cultures Working Group that
students aged between about
eight and 17 be required to study
an Asian or Furopean second

European
languages, which, it sawd,
represented an integral element of
Australian multiculturalism. the
report said it was important to
significantly expand the study of
the languages of Awstralia's
principal economic partmers in
East Asia.

While working towards greater
cultural sensitivity within
Australia, Australians are also
irying to increase regional
understanding of Australia
Australia Television & now
Projecting images of Austrabia v 17
countries and territories in the
region and fdstering and image of
Australia that goes way beyornd
the old sterectypes :

Tourtem s also contributing
the break down of sterectypes
During the 199394 Australian
financial year, 1.2 millon people
visited Australia, an overall
increase of 11 B per comt on the
previous Year, with the Asian
market continuing 10 be the
strongest growth area In the 12
munths between June 1997 and
June 1994, the number of visitors
from Asia increased by 186 per

The growth in teguonal trade in
tinks. The united States and Japan
remain the largest investors in the
regiont, but more and other East
Asian economes, including Korea,

APEC has always been tied
into the breakthroughs made
during the Uruguay Round of the
General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT), and Mr Keating
has refered to APEC as the 'CATT
Plus’ grouping

“We estimate that the Uruguay
Round outcome will increase
annual real income in APEC
economies by SAI2 bilhon,” he
said. “We will do even better from
APEC free trade, over three times
the Uruy, Round reswult
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becoming increasingly important

for Austrahan business. A ustralia s
not neglecting its traditional
trading partners in Europe The

cent.

' Japanese tourists made up 23
per cent of all visitors durings the
year, but big increases in visitor
numbers came from Taiwan (up
76 per cent), Korea (up 65 per
cent), Indonesia (up 48 per cent)
and Singapore (up 24 per cent).

The Tourism Forecasting
Councial recently predicted that
the number of tourists visiting
Australia will double in the next
five years, reaching 6.3 million by
2000. Asian countries are expected
to provide 60 per cent of
Australian visitors by 2003.

And Australia’ s growing links
with the tegion are mirrored in the
changing composition of its
society .

According to the Australian
Bureau of Immigration and
Population Research, Asians have
been the fastest growihg overseas
bom population group in Australa
in the past decade. The number of
people in Austral'a who were bom
in Asia more than doubled
between the censuses of 1981 and
1991, from 254, 436 to 672, 049,
Thrs compares with an increase of
25 per cent for the overall
overseas-born pupulation and 16
per cent for the total Australian
populabon

Half of the professionals,
managers and administrators
setthing permanently in Australia
m 1992-93 came from Asaa This
compares with 2 figure of 21 per
vent from A<a in 1982-83

Trade drives the engine

But perhaps the strangest
engine dniving the growipg links
between Australia and Asia s
trade.

Ten years ago. the economies
of North East Asia and South East
Asia between them took less than
hadl of Austealias total
mierchandise exports, whereas
today they take about 60 per cent
These ecomomies now account for
nine of Australia’s Yop 12 export
markets. Last yvear. despite the still
subdued ecomomic activity in
japan. North East Asia took 44 per
cent of Australian exports

In recent years South East Asia
has been Australia's fastest
growing market, tuming in a trend
growth rate of 11 per cemt from
T8 o 1993 and also overtaking
in the process. the European
Union as the country's secand
largest -regional market a big
change from the late 19708 when
the EU share of Australian exports
wian twice that of South Fast Asia.

Australia has relied heavily on
irade diplomacy to bring it closer
o s region. Such efforts in 1989
resulted in the initlation of the
Asta Pacilic Ecomom '« Cooperation
(AFEC) process. -

The idea came from a speech
by former Australian Prime
Minister Bob Hawke in Seoul in

january 1989, and the inaugural

meeting of hroeign and trade
mintsters was held in Canberra in

1997

Natwornal

Melbourne in December 1994
attracted 1500 business people
from around the world, including
many from Europe and the
Middle East

NTIOC s goals are to showcase
Austrahian export capabilities; to
encourage Australian business to
look for business overseas. to allow
a networking environment for
nternational business people. and
o demonstrate the attractiveness
of Austahha as a regional

headquarters site

The second prong of
Australia » Changing trade pattern
15 4 move towards manufacturing
more sophisticated, value-added
products for export. While
Australian exports are still made
up mainly of raw materials,
manufactured exports are

becoming increasingly important

for Australia-They grew by 13 per
cend 10 reach a new high of more

lrade and |nvesiment
out look Conberence (NTIOC) in

led regently to the meeting in
Bogor, Indonesia, of regional
leaders.

- The meeting committed the
economies of the region to achieve
free and open trade and
investment no later than the year
2020. ‘

The 18 leaders, in the words of
their ‘Declaration of Common
Resolve’ issued in Bogor, set a
“Vision for the community of Asia
Pacific economies based on a
recognition of the growing
interdependence of our
economically diverse region”.

Australian Prime Minister Paul
Keating strongly endorses the
APEC process, "The process of
liberalisation and economic
integration that the Bogor
declaration will encourage is an
important insurance of security
and stability as we cope with these
shifts, he said after the Bogor
meeting. :

“Through their informal
meetings the region’s leaders can
help ensure that the process of
economic integration stays on
track.”

But overall, in its relations with
Asia, Australia s looking beyond
SCONOMIC integrabion to growing
hnks across the board.

Froeign Affairs Minister
Senator Evans has argued on a
number of occasions that the Asia
Pacific region is moving' towards a
sense of ©° Community”, not in the
capital-C type of community that
used to be applied to the
European Community before it
stybed itself. post-Maastricht, as a
Union, but in the sense that the
coumntries of the region are now
undergoing ° convergence”.

The Mipster does not deny
that there are different value
systems giving different weights
and flavours, and speeds, to the
kinds of market-economy

"democracies existing or emerging

in the fegion. But more and more,
in the current political, economic
and technological environment,
countries with hitherto very
different backgrounds are seeing
issues more the same way, doing
things more the same way and
developing institutions and
processes that are ever more alike.

"Right around thir
geopraphical region (embracing
the countries of East Asia,
(eania, North America and to
swme extent pacific Latin Amevica

as well. | sense a growing
perception, at  least

wdentity which matters as much, if
not more, than any other when
we are considering our place in
the world is our identity as
members In common of an Asia
Pacific community, with shared
interests and aspirations and a
commitment ot achieving them

through cooperative machinery,
Conchudes Senator Evans.

'G-yﬂnyhlpﬂﬁ
with the International Public

Alairs Branch of the Australian
Department of Foreign Affairs and

has increased from less than 11 per
cent to more than 71 per cent

ETMs are value-added products
such as engineering products
(transport equepment, computers
and engines), chemicals and semi-
manufactures (Medicaments,

aPaONg
decision-making elites, that the

Australia in 1994 experiencr d
its best economic year since Wor; id
War Two and this trend should

inflation rate for consum ption

goods.

Australia has created 30,000
jobs since April 1993, gnv'/ in the
past twelve months has created
jobs a} the rate of 700 a day.
Unemployment fell by two per
cent compared with 197},

A real change has baen taking
place in Austrlia's business
culture. There is a growing
interest among Australian
companies in “going off-shore”
Already, aroundi one in eight
Australian manufacturers s
involved in e xporting. These
exporters are s howing the rest of
Australian business that
irrespecti-ve of size,
manufacturing exporters
outperform. their non-exporting
counterpar ts.

Born out of an Aust .. an idea
laid on the table in Seon! 1n 1989,
the Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC), a process
was started that led to the
comum itment by regional leaders in
Bognr, Indonesia, that the
indvstrial econonues of the region
will achieve (rée and open trade
anvd investment no later than the
yiar 2010, and the developing
¢ conomies will achieve this aim by
‘2020. This agreement will change
fundamentally the way the
countries of the Asia Pacific
Region work together and the
climate for business in the region,
While APEC provides a
tremendous framework for
growth in the region, the trade
and commerce it facilitated will
take place bilaterally. In other
words, Australian Goyernment
and business will not ignore our
bilateral links with individual

%Mnﬁl'- pticy focus
has been on the Asia Pacific and
APEC, this does not mean that
other markets and other
international relationships will be

ignored.
Now that we have bgun o

dismantle the ring fence of
protectionism behind which
Australia had slumbered for so
long, there will be moves towards
the South Asia region. Economic
statistics already show a dramatic
increase in trade between
Australia and the South Asian

Region. Bangladesh is in » nosition

ko profit from these
developments.
In addition to the
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Cre ative Nation", a statement of
ne'n cultural directions for
Aristralia for which the
Govenment has committed § A
2512 million in new funding for
thwe arts and cultural activities.

At the same time, Australia
'nas become an important player
on the world stage in forums such
as the Unied Nations, where we
are both winning a future for
ourselves in the world, and
seeking to be a good mternational
citigen. Since the end of World
War 1l, Australia has contributed
to 20 of the UN's 13 peacekeeping
operations, Australia provided the
first milhitary personnel 1o
Indonesia to  serve as
peacekeepers in 1947, Australia’s
commiment to the UN s also
reflected in its engagement in
multilateral treaty segimes. These
COver an enormous range of
.'H.ltneﬂl,

For example, Australia is one
of 53 founding members of the
Commission on Sustainable
Development, established.
tollowing the UN Conference on
Environment .and Development
(UNCED) 1in June 1992, and an
active participant in the UN
Environment Program (UNEP).
The Australian Govermment is
moving firmly to improve its own
pertormance in the environment
area. At the National Strategies
Conterence held in 1994 the
Prime Minister said that
Australia’'s economic success and

quality ot life depends on
sustainable wuse of the
environment. The necd 3= Yo in
bﬂlll’h,i‘" S EURE JTWEA AR Irﬂ}-gr]'ﬂl-ﬂ
with huaman E o it T 1
Austrahia s TSN e .

of emssion of greenhouse Lanes,
management of coasts, treatment
of sewerage, management bf
forests, and control of feral pests
and woody weeds. We have
established a natiopal strategy for
ecologically sustainable
development. and we are
mvolving all levels of society in
_detisions aboirt developrient

[n the area of human nights
Australia believes there is an
imy, ortant role for the UN in
locusing world opinion on human
rights abuses, in’ setting
international stardards on human
tghts and, incregsingly, in
developing medsures to prevent
human rights abuses. Eminent
Australians have prominent roles
in The UN system's efforts to
imporve the world s attitucles and
performance in human rights.

L]

In this 50th Year anniversary l
of the Uhited Nations. Australia
has a vwvision for ‘the UN

Ofgamisation as an active and
effective agent for the peaceful
settiement of disputes, one which
strengthens international law,
controls and reverses arms races
and promotes confidence and
dialogue

Relations between Austraha
and Bangladesh have continued

10 develop well during the past
year. Trade between gur two
nations i1s growing, although
slowly. There is greater interest by
Australian business people in
opportunities that are becoming
available in the Bangladesh
marketplace. The minerals arm of
Australia's biggest company, the
Broken Hill Proprietary Company
Limited, signed a contract in 1994
with the Bangladesh Government
to explore and mine surface coal
in Rangpur district, reported to be
worth USS 400 milhon. Anm
Australian Buyers Mission,
representing seven  Australian
companies, recently wvisited
Bangladesh to explore
opportunities for buitlding their
business with this country The
Bangladesh Government and its
people can count on Australia to
help in the development of this
country for the future.

The Awustralian High
Commission joins with our many
friends in Bangladesh in
celebrating Australia Day 1995

KENNETM W ASPINALL
AUSTRALIAN HIGH
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