lddnd
that

that the only
stopped the

“Yet in this situation we are
being asked to give back to
Russian mothers their cap-

Arjun Singh
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government.

Even il the party does not
split. Rao could lose more
support if it does badly in the
state elections. leaving Singh
in a position to unseat him.

Congress lost three of the
four states where elections
were held late last year, and
Singh blamed the rout on Rao's
lack of cltarisma and the pubilic
perception that his economic
reforms were hurting the poor.

But Rao dismissed these
charges. "l do not accept the
view that the vote is a verdict
against the economic reforms.”
he told Press Trust of India in
an interview on Tuesday.

Singh. who was addressing
meetings in the southern city
of Madras. was (old about his
suspension by reporters.

‘I know that » have done
nothing against the Congress
Party.” he said.

Rao indicated earlier
Tuesday that he might take
action against Singh when he
told a party meeting that
“discipline in the will
have to be enforced when

somebody crosses the limit.”

Gangsters
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none came (o lodge any com-
plaint.

Earlier, namaj-e-janaza of
Sabbir was held at Nabiganj

Maidan this moming.

, In another incident, eight
shops were gutted and 17
. damaged at the yarn market at
Tanbazar park early today.
. Local people said the fire
might have originated from an
electric short circuit. Some
youths looted the shop soon
after the fire engulfed the '
whole yarn market, they al-

Firemen from Mondalpara
and Hajiganj fire stations
rushed to spot and brought the
fire under control.

But it took them two hours.

A case was registered with
Narayanganj police in this
conneclion.

tured sons We are nol a
peacekeeping organisation.

The of prisoners will

be settled I-“-H a ruce and

. a disengagemenl
forces. the peaceful

withdrawal
of Russian forcges (rom

Chechaya and the deployment
of itemational observers.

Referring o his son Aviur
who was reported on January
1S5 to have been killed
Groany. Dudayev said '] have
received information that he is
dead, but | mysell have not
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country. lllowing Pope John
Paul Il lasi week aller the new
People s Allilance governinent
came tu power in August last
vear This is the Hrst Ume Lhe
two leaders are meeting one
anather The two countries
have cooperated closely o in
crease inler-regional frade

Prime Minister will lhtn be
airlifted by helicopter to the
army playgrounds, adjoining
the Presidential Secretariat,
The formal welcoming cere.
mony will take place at the
secretariat with President
Kumaratunga, .Prime Minister
Sirimavo Bandaranaike,
Foreign Minister Lakshman
Kadirigarmar and other cabi-
net ministers welcoming her.

Begum Zia will pay a cour-
lesy call on President
Kumaratunga before the two
delegations hold official talks
in late afternoon. This will be
followed by an official recep-
tlon in her honour hesied by

President Kumaratunga at the
Hilton Hotel in Colombo.

On Thursday., Prime
Minister Bandaranalke will pay
Begun Khaleda Zia a courtesy
call at the Hilton Hotel where
she will be staying. The
Leader of the Opposition Ranil
Wickremasinghe will also pay a
courtesy call on the
Bangladesh leader and it will
be followed by a farewell call by
President Kumaratunga.

She will fly back to Dhaks
around 1.30 pm.

Barricade ends
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tense, said our Narayanganj

Correspondent. The workers
of the Adamjee Jute Mills and"

other industries there held a
gayebana janaza for the dead
worker, wore black badges and
organised rallies. A huge pro-
cession of the workers was in-
tercepted by police near the
Hajiganj Fire Station in the
moming while it was heading
towards the Deputy Commi-
ssioner's office. he said adding
the police baton charged to
disperse the procession.

The processionists re-
assembled and went to the
DC's office and protested
Monday's killing.

The sponsors of the agita-
tion also organised two rallies
— one at Jatrabari crossing and
another in front of the Jatiya
Press Club in the city.

Speaking at the rallies,
leader of the Patkal Sramik
Karmachari Parishad,

Abul Bashar urged the govern-

ment to accept their demands |

immediately. Otherwise. he
warnegd. they would announce
fresh agitation programmes
[rom the national convention
of the workers to be held In
the city on January 27.
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economic situation, the AL
-adopted the free market eco-
nomic policy as "mast suitable
for our country.”

The AL leader said political
stabllity for economic devel-
opment can be ensured

mnuen:ul all

:ﬂlfdl
a utahh- sel nf eco-
nnmlr policies formulated
after a proper debate in Par-
hament.”

i his party comes to power,

Tofael said. it would ensure
robust, and firm gover-
Jnance to an enabling in-

vestment environment, foster-
ing a climate of trust that
would allow the private sector
to flourish without being sub-
jected to too much regulation.
"We intend to vigorously pro-
mote foreign direet invest-
ment.”

He also emphasised having

you go back
with increased understanding

of the investment opportuni-
ties available in B h.”

~ Tolael told the 200 or so for-
eign mmtnn attending the

Hmdud Ahﬁuﬂ pointed

out

that Bangladesh's economic
has been consistently
roved over the last 19

5}

_‘maur “This continuity
vestors and Hﬂll-lahluhn
as an assurance that the poli-
B e T

a government.”

Tofael, Moudud at confce

Talking about disruptive

hartals and strikes, Moudud
referred to an earlier offer he
had made to the ruling party
on the floor of Parliament to
give an undertaking not to rall

Tofael Ahmed
any hartals in future If the rul-

ing BNP also provides a similar l

undertaking that it will not
call hartals when it is in the

"We cannol afford to miss
.this bus for attracting foreign
investments, because Bangla-
desh has much to offer to the
investors,” he added.
Moudud also referred to
some 28 million-strong ca-
pable workforce, a large num-
ber of pkilled managerial per-
sonnel and huge untapped nat-
ural resources in the country.
He underscored the need
for removing bureaucratic and
legal complexities in financial
and social sectors that are
creating obstacles in
and local investment.
 "The dead laws are not
suitable to adjust or facilitate
investment in a changed eco-
nomic scenario. These Ihmlii
be reformed,” he alld

|

——

Mﬁm-hmhmh allegedly hurled

by l)ppn-iuon activisls -*nﬁrn:in' yesterday s half-

day hartal in the city, which exploded in front of the Awlad Hossain Market near Farm Gate
uPﬂuMMMEmgm“thiﬁﬂnm.

ment which she inaugurated, a
crude home-made bomb ex-
ploded as the vehicles passed
by

Begum Zia went o the con-
ference venue amid tight se
curity as Opposition activists
put up strong pickets in the
Farm Gale area

Witnesses said Opposition
political workers gathered in
the area since early
and demonstraled there led
by Awami League leaders Matia

Chowdhury and Advocate
Sahara Khatun
At about 10 am. police

guarding the area asked a pro-
cession o leave the VIP road

Yor allowing the Prime Minis-

ter s molorcade to pass lo
wards Sonargaon Hotel

Al one stage. an altercation
started between the police and
the activists. which led to po-
lice chasing the activists who
were baiting them.

Police then started beating
up some of the acuvists, when
Matia Chowdhury and Sahama
Khatun were injured

Sahara Khatun suffered a
serious blow on one of her
kneces and was admitted to a
nearby private clinic.

Maua Chowdhury was pi-
cked up and taken to the

Tejgaon police station.
Two other female activists

belonging to the pro-Awami
League Chhatra League —
Saihm and Dana — were alo
taken into police custody. All
of them were later released,

Police lobbed tear gas
shells to disperse the mob.

Later. when the PM's mo-
lorcade was returring from
Sonargaon Hotel. a bomb ex-
ploded near the car carrying
her.

Everyone in the area. from
Farm Gate to the Bijoy Sarani
crossing, panicked. running
helter skelter. Police resorted
tc baton-charge and in the
melee that ensued  even some
innocent bystanders. men and
women, were bealen up.

Bombs were also set off
near the GPO crossing and
nearby Golap Shah Mazar. and
in Kawran Bazar. Khilgaon.
Asad Gate, Green Road and
Bijoy Nagar areas. °

During the early part pf the
hartal hours, vehicles except
rickshaws. remained off the
streets. From noon onwards
more and more vrhriﬂ ven-
lured out.

In the moming. a few dou-
ble-decker buses came out on
the streets under police pro-
tection but later those were
withdrawn.

Educational institutions.
shops and private offices re-
mained closed while banks and
financial institutions worked
behind closed doors.

Hartal . brought
out small processions in dif-
ferent parts of the city.

Our Dhaka Medical College
Correspondent said four peo-

le were admitted to the DM
H with splinter and shrapn«|
injuries.

After the hartal hours the
Chhatra League, Jatiya Party
and Jatlya Juba Samaj held
separate rallies in front of the
Jatiya Press Club.

Clinton orders
freeze on assets

of 12 ME groups

WASHINGTON, Jan 24
President Bill Clinton has
ordered a freeze on the US as-
sets of 12 Middle Easl groups
described as terrorist organi-
sations, the White House said

today. reports Reuter. -

White House spokesman
Mike McCurry said Clinton had
signed an executive order o
block the assets in the United
States of certain (errorist or-
ganisations that threaten to
disrupt the peace process” in
the Middle East.
| The ::m:p- include Hamas,

lhsbojl slamic Jihad, Abu
Nidal, Black w} the

Fulah Revolutionary Ceuneil,
Kach, the Palestine Liberation

Front, and the Islamic Group,
McCurry said. He did not name
the others, but said there

would, be more Information
released later today.

%
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role in linking the two gru-wih
reggons of East and Souilh Asia

1 call upon you (o {ake
advaniage of this historic
opportunity and invest In the
economic prosperity ol

B.nd-lnh she lold the In-

1'1u- trend of [nvestment
that has been sct In motion
since the restoration of demo-
rracy in Bangladesh is only the
beginning of a new horison of
growth and prosperity in this
region. the Prime Minister
noted

“We in Bangladesh have the
vision of a counygy which will
overcome and congquesr pover
ly. We want o stand proudly
alongside the dynamic eco-
nomies of Asin and Uhe world
For realising this vislon we
sotk you as aciive partners

Bangladesh is now on the
verge ol 4 rapid economic
Lake-ofl. Begum Zia sasd. and a
hardworking workforce, favou:
rahle policy framework and
substantial investment from
bome and abwoad are the three

key elements needed for this

march forward

“The people of Bangladesh
provide the first element and
the goevernmemt is
the second. We invite you
linvestors] to provide the
third. Together we can make a
histonc transition -

She observed that the gov-
ernment has recognised that

public and private invesuments

from both home and abroad
are necessary for achieving the
country' s development objec-

nes

Before her government as-
sumed power, the total in-
vestments registered with the
BOl were a dismal 389 million
US dollars. Begum Zia pointed
out. Compared to this. regis-
lered investment during
March-December in 1994
alone stood at 1.7 billion US
dollars. including 1 bil-
llon US dollars from direct
foreign investments and joint

* venture.

“This dynamism in the
Counury s economy is a consé-
quence of the restoration of
democratic order in Bangla-
desh’. she said. "Democracy is
a unique system which pro-
motes efficiency. crealivity and
blossoming of the intellect.”

In order to achieve eco-
nomic transformation, all seg-
mernits of society must be active
and willing partners. the
Prime minister said. The gov-
ernment s fully aware of this
reality. she added.

"We have a fast ex
private sector. Side by side,
Lthere is a but sup-
portive public sector. Thelr

objective is identical — (o har-
ness Lhe potentials of our
people "

The Prime Mmister sald:
‘Some people say thal
wu-—lm
but we consider H to be
country of 120 millon
its sirajegic location

She mentioned that the
previous governmént had
spent 10 o |12 per cent of the
annual development expendi-

ture for human resource de-

Listing her government's
sieps W0 ensure education,

. primary health care. develop-

ment of women and children,
supply ol pure drinking water
and priority to social-welfare
sectors. Begum Zia said: "Our
achievements in these fields
have exceeded our largets.”

Due (o the correct mea-
sures laken by the present
government. she said people
have already started getting
positive results of socio-eco-
nomic development pro-
grammes.

"Our infrastrurcture like
electricity. telecommunica-
ton. ports and highways are
being developed fast. Our goal
is to reap the benefits of the
global free market as we enter
the 21st century” the Prime
Minister said.

The conference was spon-
sored by six foreign and 14
local companies. The foreign
companies are: Citicorp, Cros-
by Securities,’ Global Emer-
ging Markets. Spith New

Court (East Asia) Lid. UBS Se- -

curities (East Asia) Ltd, and W
I Carr.

The local sponsors are the
Apex Tannery Group. AB Bank.
BGMEA. the Dhaka Stock Ex-
change. the Securities and Ex-
change Commission. the Kar-
naphuli Fertilizer Company,
Rupali Bank. Sonali Bank.
BSRS. the Investment
ration of Bangladesh, the Pa-

cific Group of Companies and
bquarr Fh!lm'la{tl.lﬂca]!

Call for hartal
in Sylhet Jan 28

The restaurant stafl held

nne  identified as Jahangir
Alam of Kathal and
handed over him to Dhan -
mondi police.
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of the pro-
gramme on Su y. It said
windowpanes, shulters and
engines of inter-city trains
Simanta Express and Prabhati
Express were damaged, and
Tejgaon and Pahartali stations
ransacked. The loss was esti-

tor and point machine dam-

aged.
Besides, the Railway in-

curred huge loss by rnumtng
money (o the passengers who

bought tickets but could not
travel due to the barricade
programme. the press release
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The Midnight File

Soldiers oecupy Congress
building in El Salvador

SAN SALVADOR. Jan 24 About 200 demwobilised soldiers
upied E! Salvador's Congress building here t(oday.
mnding back pay owed by the government. various sources

said. In a related incident.

wve Jan 24:

dence-bui

hac pocket in northwestern
e (o the
Fronee

reports Heuler

Targest opposition

parly
should have been invited 1o

chair the closing session Lo
emphasise the commitmeni Lo
growth of all major poluical

parties in Lhe country.

‘Hasina -
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the governmiment has pot kept
Hs «nmunilnents Lo proles

shonals. wiorkers 4l susdents.

Presided over by city AL
Vice President. Reazuddin
Ahmed, the rally was also ad-
dressed by city unit leaders

Molazzal Hossain Chowdhury -

Maya and Akhtarul Alam. -

The rally was followed by a
prruc:sliﬂn which paraded
somne city streets chanting slo-
gans in support of the call for
hartal today.

=== —

_nied States. Fhm(‘-'amy Britain and

_ some |00 other soldiers took over
the Armed Forces lnstituste for Social Benefit. reports AFP.

Fresh efforts for peace
in Bosnia

International negotiators. hoping to
capitalise on recent breakithroughs in United Nations confi-
iding eflorts. converged on Bosnia on Tuesday to
prrmiadffl'rtmrrtnsnrrhgpﬁttlmummm
A fragile jour month truce, which took effect on January |
and which is generally hoiding everywhere apart from the Bi-

Bosnia.

gave new impetus to the

3 bodies
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Hmlhﬂ-i Police Station for

Sahjmmahum
ered the body of an unidenti-

fiedd man aged about 24 near
the Banashri Apartmemt pro-
ject at Rampura yesterday
meOTTEHNGE

Police befieved it was a case
of homicide.

“His eyes were gouged out
and the body carried several
marks of cuis and bruises.”
said a police officer.

Another unidentified man
in his 20s died after he was

run over by a truck
near the PG at
Shalibag around 4 in the after
noon. .

We wish Bangladesh Investment Conference

a Success.

Let it contribute to the rapid progress of
Ba.ngladesh the Emerging Tiger of Asia.
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raw materials and capital ma-
chinery have increased. re-
flecting the enthuslasm of the

entrepreneurs for setting up
industries in the country, the
nuuster added,

The Finance Minister also
sald the private sector has
siarted assuming the prime
role in economic development
armd indjvidual people are now .
the core of the dmlnpmcnl
process,

He sald proportion of local
funds In the annual develop-
ment programme has in-
creased Lo 38 per cent from
zero In four years. The growth
rate has also gone up to 93
per cent in [fiscal 1993 94
from only 55 per cent In
1991-92. The ghverhment has
also ralsed the social sector in-
vestment to 28 per cent of the
ADP in the current fiscal from
the previous 10 per cent. he
said.
~ Special Envoy to the Prime
Minister M Morshed Khan said

h is now best
for investment in South
Asia with its stable macro-ecq-

-momic fundamentals and ho-

mogeneous character of the
society.

He said the government has
gione for a massive liberalisa-
tion of its economic activities
and withdrawn the resirictions

on foreign investments. The

Saifur : No restrictions

package of Incentives offered
to the foreign Investors was
also more attractive than any
- country in the sub-continent,
Khan added.

FBCCI President Salman F
Rahman said the private sector
of Bangladesh is going through
a very exciting time with a lot
of challenges ahead.

He said at the Initial stage,
reforms were very painful for
the privale sector, as was the
case In many other countries.

“We have overcome that
stage and now the private sec-
tor is growing with great po-
tentials.” the FBCCI chief said
and added that a massive in-
crease In prlvht investment
took place in the last few years
as a result of the reform mea-
sures,

BOI Emutl’n
Mokammel Huq and Euro-
money Managing Director
Richard Ensor were the other

speakers of the inaugural ses-
sion of the conference.

. Manipur violence

. claims 9 more

NEW DELHI, Jan 24: At
least nine people, including
seven paramilitary seoldiers,
were killed on Tuesday in re-
newed fighting between Indian
. security forces and separatist
" guerillas in the remote north-
eastern state of Manipur, a

news agency reported, says AP.
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