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. Labour ministers' meet ends
Rich nations urged to

remove export quotas

NEW DELHI. Jan 23: Third
World countries warned
Monday that benefits of Lhe
World Trade Organisation
could be neutralizsed by pro
teclionist acts of Westlern
countries in the guise of labour
of environmental standards.
reports AP

A flive-day conlerence of
labour ministers and officials
irom 80 developing countries
ended with a final declaration
caling upon the rich nations
lo remove quolas and tariff
restrictions on exporis from
the poorer countries.

e protectiomsimm has “the
potenual for neutralinng com-
parative advantages of develop
ing countries and the benefits
resulting trom the Uruguay
Round ol trade liberalisation
the linal declaration said

ihe six-page Delhi
Declaration was unanimously
adopted. but only afler sltarper
critical references o unilateral
economic measures (o control
international trade. contained
in the draft, were removed.

The conference urged lead-
ers of Third World nations to

st al the March Weorld
summit on Social Develop-
ment in Copenhagen

Rich countres control TO
per cent of the world trade.
Poor countries complain that
they account for a minule pro-
partion of their potential in
woarld trade because of trade
barmers

The lrade restrictions were
causing high unemplioyment in
already poor and overpopu
lated Third Werld nauons. the
document said

Some rich countries have
restricted Third World im
ports for reasons such as the
use of child labour. use of
forced labour in prisons to
produce goods and environ

mentally unsale packaging
material
Thns linkage 1s totally

their countries. A nine-point
programme to eradicate child
labour suggested that govern:
ments invest in retraining par-
ents so that they could earn

raise the tssue of protection- mnore.

= 1. 1 .. EUcalls for end
Kamal appeals to calls tor end

two top leaders
By Staff Correspondent

Gano Forum president Dr
Kamal Hossain said vesterday
that he had lost all faith in

the leadership of two top
leaders.
He appealed to Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

and Awami League chtel
Sheikh Hasina 10 resolve the
present political impasse say-
ing for God's sake. vou two
leaders sit together just for an
hour. and save the nation's
nascent democracy.”

Dr Kamal was addressing a
party rally at Shankar in the
city vesterday.

Chaired by Saidur Rahman
Saveed the rallv was also ad-
dressed by party presidium
members Saifuddin Ahmed
Manik, Pankaj] Bhattachariva.
Zahirul Islam. Mostala Mohsin
Moniu and assistant secretary
Nripen Ghosh

to Chechnya war

BRUSSELS. Jan 23: The
European Union called today
for an immediate end 0 the
fighting in Chechnya and for
the start ol talks on a political
solution to the conflict in the
breakaway Russian region. re
ports Reuter.

“The European Undon con-
tinues o follow developments

in Chechnva with great con-*

cern. It deplores the serious
violations of human rights and
international humanitarian law
which are still oecurring
there, EU foreign ministers
saxi in a statement.

Conference
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the first working session.
Evolution of Bangladesh's
stock market and comparative
analysis of the stock markets
of Bangladesh. India. Pakistan
and Sri Lanka will also be pre-
seniled at the session.

Biswas: Resolve crisis
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former provincial assembly
menibers Keas Liddin Ahmed
andd Arharul Islam

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia. members of her
cabinet and most of the ruling

party MPs were present at the
opening session.

Chiefs of the three services

and heads of diplomatic mis-
sions were present at the VIP
gallery.
. President Biswas said that
this Parliament was consti-
tuted through a free. fair and
impartial election and ‘our
sacrifice for democracy is
known to the world.”

"But ume has come to eval-
uate how far we could achieve
that objective of democracy for
which we had made great sac-
ritice.” he added.

The President said
Parliament is the focal point of

all activities in a parllamentary
democracy. It is the sacred re-

sponsibility of Parlifament to

make laws for the develop-

‘ment of the country and so-

cio-economic wellare of the
e, he added.

“‘We should have tolerance
for the sake of democracy and
we should take the people into
confidence in solving any
problem.” the President said.

He pointed out that
Parllament had passed two
bills — People's Representation
(Amendment) Bill 1994 and
Electoral Rolls (Amendment)
Bill 1994 — to strengthen the
Election Commission and en-
sure free and fair elections.

“Democracy is our mission
and democratic system is our
commitment " President
Biswas said amid cheers and
thumping of tables by treasury
bench members.

The 32-page speech was
full of figuares showing the
performances of this govern-
ment during the past tour
years. Sectorwise development
activities, economic reforms
and foreign policy issues were
also elaborated in his speech.

After the President's ad-
dress, the Speaker adjourned
the session till 6-30 pm
Wednesday.
Economy and development

President Biswas said the
present economic manage-
ment of the country is very
hopeful in the perspective of
world economy,

Biswas said the economic
condition with the record low

inflavton rate is more improved
and strengthened compared to
the previous days,

The President peinted out
that a change took place in Lhe
production svstem in the per-

speciive of demand. Disgipline
was brougin back in the bank-
ing sector and the capital
miarket has been resuscilated.

He said income in tax and
revenue seclor had marked
risc manifold and internal re
source mobilisation increased
significantly

‘I think the success is the
result of our united efforts.”
the President remarked.

Biswas said the government
after taking over attached top
priority (o activating the econ-
omy and look various macro
and micro reform measures 10
stabilise the economy and for
consistence of the infrastruc-
tural development.

The government brought
qualitative changes in Lthe main
objectives and strategy of de-
velopment planning in lght of
the country's economy and the
reality. he said

President Biswas said the
main steps undertaken in this
respect were ntroduction of
open market economy. privati-
sation policy in invesument, at-
taching priority to social sec-
tors like education and health
for human resource develop-
ment and at the same time
creation of employment.

He observed that resource
accumulation of the country

had increased with wide-scale |

reforms in the, revenue sector
and the counitry was now
meeling 37 91 per cent
expenditure ol the develop-
ment budget from its own
resources.

Foreign Policy

President Biswas also ap-
preciated the progress
achieved in bilateral relation
with India with the repatria-
tion of Chakma refugees but
sald water sharing problem
still hanged over,

He said ellorts were on to
convince India about the ur-
gency ol equitable distribution
of waters ol common rivers,
Including the Ganges.

The President said peace
had been prevailing in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts for last
iwo years, Progress was also

made regarding the sending
back of Myanmar refugees Lo
their homeland. More than one
lakh 50 thousand refugees
have already been repatriated,
he told Parllament.

About SAARC, the President
said Bangladesh continued its
effort to achieve the progress
of the seven-nation regional fo-
rum. “We are committed to al-
leviating poverty in this region
according to he Dhaka
Declaration of the 7th SAARC
summit " he added

Professionals
begin 72-hr.
strike today

By Staff Correspondent

The country's prolessionals
begin a 72-hour strike from
loday W protest what it called
repressive measures against
the professionals and non-im-
plementation of their 17-potnt
charter of demands.

Called by the Prokrichi-BCS
Central Action Council. the
strike will be observed across

the country.
However, those engaged In
emergency services al the

hospitais power supply gas
distribution. attached to the
donor organisations. Customs.
uniformed services and teach
ers on examination duty have
been exempted Irom the
purview of the strike

Report on reopening
of CU today

From Stafl Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Jan 23: The
six-member body formed by
the Chittagong University (o
study the possibility of reopen
ing of the CU is expected
submit its recommendations
lomorrow . sources said.

Led by Prol Hayat Hossain.
Dean of the Arts Faculty. the
probe hody held discussions
with the leaders of the Chhatra
Dal, Chhatra League and Shibir

Meanwhile Shibir-backed
the Sangram! Chhatra Oikya
continued its siege programme
for the sixth day today de

manding reopening of the urg
versity by January 25

Mandela begins
India visit
today

NEW DELHI, Jan 23 South
Alrican President Nelson
Mandela arrives here Tuesday
for a five-day state visit during
which he is 10 sign three
agreements and be the chiel
guest at India s Republic Day
parade. reporis AFP

Mandela. during his stay in
New Delhi. is to sign an accord

setting up an Indo-South
African joint commission. a
irealy on indo-South Alrmean

relattions and a protocol on
foreign office consultations.
Indian officials sayd

He will hold Lalks with
Prime Mintster P V Narasimha
Rao on Wednesday and also
address a luncheon lor indian
husinessmen. thev said.

On Thursday. the South
Alncan president will be the
chief puest a1l India's annual
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Republic Day parade

Ela Ramgobin the South
Alrcan-based grand daughter
ol Mahatma Gandhi. s accom-
panving the South Afrcan
leader on his first visit 10 India
since becoming president.
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ot kers seek refuge in a pand as a policeman

in riot gear pursue them inside the Adamjee Jute Mills
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Another worker killed on

second day of strike

By Staff Correspondent

Another indusirial worker
was killed and owver 200 in-
jured us the striking workers
of jute, cotton and lextile mills
clushes with police in diflerent
arcas, capecially at the indus-
trtal helis, on the second day
ul their 72-hour sirike and
road-rall barricade across the
Oy

Dulal Hossain. 22, a worker
of Sohagpur Textile Muls at
Naravangan| was shot dead
and at least 150 including 20
policemen were injured as
several thousand militant
warkers flought! a four-heur
pitched batile with the police

and BDR personnel in Adamgjes

industrial zone vesterday
mOorming

Naravangan| police, how-
ever, did not confirm the

death and said they anly fired
rubber bullets and lobbed war
gas shells 10 disperse the
stone -throwing mob

The 1rade union leaders
claimed that! 1wo ol their
warkers were killed by police
during vesterday s series of
clashes. Besides Dulal. they
named one Noor Mohammad

alias Siraj of the Adamjee Jute
Mills (AJM) as being kjlied by

police beating But the police
denied the claim saying the
50-vear-old Siraj, who has
been suffering from oid age
complications. died of cold

| Sundav night

The barncade
seriously ciarupied read end

rafl comununicaltions across the

country for the second con-

ol lht Dhaka University suf-
fered minor imjuries as three
buses of the university came
under atlacks by the stick-
wiclding workers at Jurain and

‘J.mhnnmutﬂwymadn,y

mofmng Besides. l“:pd

. angry workers gheraoed the

Demira thana lor an hour froam
about 9 am after Demra police
arrested six demonstrators

from Mirerbagh area of the

thana where the agitators

clashed with police earlier.
The clash occurred while the
workers attempited to put u
mmmmmmp
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yesterday.

Hasina
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signed if the Prime Minister
had made the announcement

regarding her resignation only
two days before.” Hasina said.

The AL leader: said

i Opposition members resigned

froin Parllament as they were
not allowed to say anything
against the corruption of the
ininisters.

sheikh Hasina also said a
huge sum is being spent lor
maintaining eight offices of the
Prime Minister and for the
publicity of Prime Minister and
other ministers through TV
News. _

She also questioned the

utility of such publicity saving
"We watched on TV the PM
distributing blankets among
the distressed, but newspaper
reports revealed that people
were dying due to cold spell in
the northern region.”

The rally was also ad-
dressed by party general sec-
retary Zillur Rahman, presid-
lum members — Amir Hossain
Amu, Abdur Razzak. organising
secretary Mohammad Nasim
and City unit general secretary
Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Maya.

The rally was followed by a

procession which marched
towards the TV Bhaban at

Rampura.

| Police intercepung an Awami League procession near the Television Bhaban in the city

~ — Star photo

AL, JP processions
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rallv at Malibagh intersection.
Police intercepted the proces-
sioni when it reached near the
TV Bhaban.
The mainstream opposition
parties — the Awami’ League

~ Jatlya Party and Jamaat-e-

Islami — were scheduled o
stage demonstrations before
the TV Bhaban and
Broadcasting House at Sher-e-
Bangla Nugar to press home
the demand lor autonomy of
the state-owned radio and
television,

The Awami Leagie proces
slon stlarted Irom Malibagh
level crossing at aboul 5-30
pm after a rally there. Party
chief Sheikh Hasina addressed

¢ the rally.

Police stopped the proces-
sionists al a place about 200
vards from the TV Bhaban.
They lired (ear gas shells after
several bombs cxploded near

the police barricade at
5.55pm.
The processionists dam-

aged several vehicles. Police
also resoited to lathicharge.
Soon the! (rouble spread Lo

nearhy Hijipara, Chowdhury-
para and libagh bazar areas

Several ople. including
two mtnnrﬁg s and a police
constable, were wouhded dur
ing the skirmighes that lasted
about half An hour. local people
saicl

Jativa Party brought out a
procession. led by Khaledur

Rahman Titu and Col (retd)
Abdul Malek from Badda area
in the afternoon. A group. of
vouths attacked the proces-
sionisis in west Badda area. JP
leaders said. Supporters of the
ruling party made the attack in
which 15 JP activists were in-
jured, they alleged.

Another JP procession was
intercepted by police near the
Broadcasting House .

The Jamaat held a rally at
Malibagh intersection which
was addressed by party leaders
Abbas Alf Khan, Mohammad
(Jamruzzaman, ATM Azharul
Islam and Jasimuddin Sarker.

They demanded dissolution
of PatMament. holding of gen
eral elections under a neutral
caretaker government amnd au-
tonomny ol radio and television. *

Meanwhile. Sheikh Hasina,
in a statement last night, con-
demned the ‘police action on
AL leaders and workers. The
government was resorting to
repression to foll the
Oppesition movement for a’
caretaker administration, she

said.
Hasina alleged that city AL |
leader Mofazzal Hossain

Chowdhury Maya. Jubo League
leader Alam and many others
were injured in the ‘police ac-

executed in

Crangdong province.

Three killed 1n
road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

Three persons. including a
police constable. were. killed
and at least five others injured
in separate road accidents at
different places in the city and
Narayanganj yesterday.

Deiwara Begum Dwolna. 26,
who was accompanying the
body of her father to their vil-
lage home in Comilla. died on
the spot when the microbus
they were in rammed against
another microbus near the
Kanchpur Bridge on the
Dhaka-Chittagong highway at
| 1'D0 am yesterday .

Al least five people. two of
them foreign nationals. were
infured in the same accident.
The dentities of the injured
rould not be ascertgined im-
mediately. Body of Dolna was
sen! o Naravanganj hospital

for autopsy
Drivers of both the mi-

crobuses managed to flee
Police setzed the badly dam-
aged vehicles

Meanwhile . Shariful Islam
A5, (Batch No. 9915}, a con-
stable of Rajarbag Police Line.
was killed when a truck
knocked him down on the
Biswa road near Demea at 2:00
am  yvesterday He was on pa
trol at that thme

in another accident. Abdul
Harek 60 a pedestrian was
ran over by a speeding minibus
near the Jaltrabar intersection
uneler [Demra policr station at
(N am vesterday

Fxchies of the cop and the
pedestrian were sent o the
haka Medical (ollege

Hospital lor autopsy
Taslima's tnal
adjourned
tll Feb 9

Irial ol controversial wriler
Faslima Nasreeni on charge ol
hurting the religious sent)
menis of Muslims has been ad
journed yesterday Lill February
Y reporis UNB

Hoth complanant and Lhe
accused parnies were presernl
but the Additlonal Chiel
Metropolitan Magistrate A K M
Kamaluddin was on legve

The govermnment did neol
obtamn sanction under Section
188 of the Criminal Procedure
Code as per direction of the
High Court.

OUn January 10, a High Court
Division bench rejecied the
prayer lor quashment of Lhe
charge agamst Taslima but di-
rected that the trial ecourt
should have the sanction of the
government under Section

I88 of the Cr PC Lo proceed |

with the vase.
Journalist
dead

Former special correspon-
dent of the Daily Ittefaq
Zahirul Alam died of a heart at-
tack yesterday evening at his
Gulbagh residence in the city.

_Htmﬁﬁ.rcpunn BSS.

He is survived by his
mother, wife, two sons and
ane daughter.

Zahir, who joined the -
fession of journalism inptr;:
sixties, also served in differ-
ent dailies — the Azad,
Sangbad and Paigam.

The body of the deceased
was sent to his village home

Sampara under Raipur thana of

| Narsingdi district for burial at

his family graveyard.
Leaders of the National

Press Club, Bangladesh Federal
Union of Journalists (BFUJ)
and Dhaka Union of Journalists
(DUJ) expressed their deep
shock and profound grief at
the death of Zahirul Alam.

Indian girl held
from Sangsad
Bhaban bailed

A court yesterday set free
on . bail a teenage Indian girl
who was arrested from the
Sangsad Bhaban on November
17. reports UNB.

Chief Metropolitan Magi-
sirate Shahiduddin Ahmed
granted the bail after Mina
Mallick alias Nabila. 17.
accused under Foreigners Act
produced a photocopy of her

Prosecution case in brief is
that on November 17. the ac-
cused was detained when se-
curitymen found a dagger in
her possession while she was
entering the Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban.

Nabila failed to produce her
passport aflter her arrest.

125 executed
in China

BELJING. Jan 23 China has
executed al least 125 people
in the past two weeks as part
of a crackdown on crime ahead
of the hmar new vear festival,
reporis Reuter

The China News Service

{ reporied today that 12 people

were put 1o death in the
soulhern city of Zhuhai on
Friday for murder. rape and
roist ery

The agency added that a

further 18 people. including a
serial killer dubbed (he
‘Guangdong ripper” by the

Hong Kong Press had also been

Organisation

Implementation of Shifte laws

southern l

mﬂw.mmmmmw.
sharp turn near Nikval. about 120 km (75 miles) east of here,
the Associated Press of Pakistan (APP) said. reports AFP.

today as part of a Middle East tour. the Emirates News
Agency (WAM) reporied. The royval couple. who were coming
froon Kuwait. were met at the airport by Abu Dhabi's Crown
Prince Sheik Khalifa bin Zaid al-Nahayan. WAM said. They are
o spend four days inm the UAE. anmmmn

added reporis Reuter.

Train no more joy ride
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The buses make ihe same
journey in 4-5 hours costing
Tk 230. Here. the
are provided with free meals.
beverage and entertaimment

BR s time factor is largely
e to the historical structure
of track network which was
st up in the last century

Dhaka is on a branch line
taking off from the direct
Chittagong Assam rowute via
Akhaura and Syihet district
According to A Prief on
Railway Reformn  published by

the Ministry ol Communi
rations Railway [Hvision a

Laksam [Dhaka chord line
project. conceived and |later
dropped. would have reduced
the Dhaka ( hittagong distance
by B8O kilometres from
J20Wim Lo 240km

Similar concoetve and drop
policies were also applied to
Dhaka Aricha project which
would have cut down the dia
Lance between Dhaka Rajshahi
by 163 km from 44 lkm o
278 km

A general bias al Lthe policy
level can easilly be traced here
In 1947, for Instance,
Haiygladesh had a 600 km road
network. Now 1t has 14 000

1S boycou case
Opposition leaders

pray for
larger bench

Applications filed by opposi-
tion leaders for constituting a
larger bench for hearing of the
writ petition against the
Speaker and opposition lead-
ers in the Jativa Sangsad boy-
cott case will come up for
hearing on January 25 before a
High Court division bench
comprising Justice A M
Mahmudur Rahman and
Justice M Hamidul Huq. re-
ports BSS.

Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina. Jatiya Party leader
Moudud Ahmed and Jamaat
leader Moulana Motiur Rahman
Nizami, who are the respon-
dents in the writ petition. have
liled three separate applica-
tions before the bench praying
the above writ petition be re-
ferred to the Chief Justice to
constitute a special bench for
hearing. _

In their applications they
sltated that as the guestions
raised in the said writ petition
involves matter of great public
importance as well as a num-
ber of constitutional and legal
issues. the same ought to be
referred . 1o be a larger bench.

Militants vow to
fight Benazir's
crackdown plans

ISLAMABAD, Jan 23: Mili-
tant Muslims vowed Monglay to
fight Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto's plans to curb their
influence and take away their
weapons, reports AP.

Benazir met with provincial
leaders and government minis-
ters on Sunday to map out a
strategy to try to end the sec-

| tarian violence that has killed

or wounded hundreds ol peo-
ple in recent years.

Much of her strategy ap-
peared to be directed at con-
trolling thousands of religious
schools, often considered the

centres of military training and .

fundamentalists teachings.

Many of these schools,
known as madrassahs. are be-
lteved to be funded by Funda-
mentalists in the Middle East,
particularly from Iran and
Saudi Arabia.

Benazir promised to check
It he fynding of the schools. out
law military training camps
run by religious groups and
weed out foreign students who
the government believes are
iroublemakers. a government
release said

The gfovernment i 8
dreaming if it thinks it will be
able to comtrol the workings of
the madrassahs ~ said Zia-ur-
Rehman Faroogui, an official of
the militant Sunnd @roup called
the Soldiers of the Friends of
the Proplhvet

"We will not comply if the
government tries o take away
our weapons. it would be sul

Faroogui s group regulariy
clashes with militant Shi ites
most of whom belong o the
for the

km and the network is ex-
panding at a considerable pace.

Between 1972 and 1993,
the rail route has been re-
duced from 2858km to 27086. 1
km. In oniy five years. between
1985 and 1990. the number of
mechanised road vehicles, in
the privaie sector. increased
by 73 per cent —from 196.000
o 340 000

According to the
information Book ., in 1970 the
total number of coaches was
| 643 Now the number stands
at |1 453. out of which 366 are
al the stage of scrapping and
400 are damaged.

In 1970 BR had 488 loco-
motives. in 1993 the number
came down to 287 Of this fig-
ure. 65 per cent n-
efficient stock These are ei-
ther out of order or awaiting
repairs

A senior engineer of the
iracks department com-
plained. "the state of BR can
be attributed 1o an informal
policy of degeneration to force
privalisation into the system °

Many feel that until such
privatisation takes place, the
rallway system can offer little
threat o the growing road
transport industry .

Korean hurt in
blast, dies

SIRAJGANJ. Jan 23: An
employee ol a Korean com-
pany. who was critically in-

mei the accident at T*chl:ﬂ
in Shahjadpur thana at 10 pm
on the day while mixing
petrol with bitumen for
carpeting work on the Bogra-
Nagarbari road.

Two other local employ-
ees. Shamsul Hugq. 35, and
Babiu. 28. working with Cheoi
on the road. also suffered in-
juries in the explosion They
were rushed to the same com-
plex and later shified to the
Bogra Mohammad Ali Hospital
as their condftion deterio-
rated.

Lanka takes steps
to scrap executive
presidency

COLOMBO. Jan 23: Sri
Lanka's government today an-
nounced draft proposals to
scrap the country's executive
presidency and revert to a par-
lamentary democracy under a
new constitution in six
months. reports AFP.

Justice and Constitutional
Allairs Minister G L Peiris said
the government hoped Lo
transfer execulive power (o
parliament through a cabinet
of mhisters by scrapping the
1978 constitution.

“We hope to adopt the new
constitution with the consen-
sus of all the other parties in
pariiament. So far we have had
no opposition to these propos-
als.” Peiris told reporters here.

Under the present constitu-
tion., modellied partly on the
US. French and British sys-
tems. the president is the
head of state and government.
commander-in-chiefl of armed
forces and is considered above
the law

[srael steps up
fight against

Islamic radicals

JERUSALEM, Jan 23: israel

stepped up the fight against
Islamic radicals today as troops
and police spread a security
blanket over the country after
Muslim suicide bombers killed
19

"We have decided to inten-
sify the manhunt for terror-
ists ~ government spokesman
Uri Dromy told AFP. “well de-
mand the Palestintan authorty

te

‘We'll give them a list of
names We will demand that
these be extradited o
israel or sentenced n Gasa.
Our altitude s very serious.



