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A Positive Gesture

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia has our
heartiest congratulations for offering fateha be-
fore Bungabandhu s mazar at Tungipara. The his-
torical import ol this conscionable act and
thoughttul gesture on her part hies in removing a
block ol ice that tor two decades pressed down a
national longing for seeing him return to the
place of honour that is his

Whatever her detractors may say, we consider
her gesture to have enormous political signifi-
cance. It is not only the faet that she paid respect

to Bangabandhu, the timing of it is also :
At a moment when the reﬁtm between rul-

Infand rhe opposition parties is on a slide down,
this gesture. we feel. will help to reverse that
process. The visit by Begum Zia was not a favour
to the memory of our beloved leader. In fact he
deserves mach. much more. But that fact, in no
way. diminishes the significance of the gesture
made by the PM.  Please do not underrate the
event by calling it a stunt’. Every gesture of a po-
litical Jeader of the stature of um Zia and
Sheikh Hasina has some intrinsic value and some
publicity impact. One dees not negate the signifi-
cance of the other. In fact the eopposition. tsﬁ—
cially the Awami League, should welcome this
move. saving it is better late, than never, and
encourage the BNP and Begum Zia. to do more in
this direction.

It is not only an honour she has done where
honour has been long due but helped start a ?m-
cess which may lead to putting our best face for-
ward to the world at large. A nation that fools
around with the memory of its greatest sons, and
tries to simulate a temporary amnesia about them

ves a poor and confusing account of itself.

wami League, as we said earlier, should greet
her gesture wholeheartedly for its worth, infusing
in Begum Zia thereby, a feeling of being tecipro
cated. Even it it is in the line of duty that the
Prime Minister has done it. she still stands out
for her sense f history and political wisdom.

Our expectations from this point in time on-
wards Mm}t‘ that this would have a positive
bearing on the course of political events in the
next few days. There is little doubt, Begum Zia
has taken a,confidence building step.

Now what the nation can rightfully expect of
her to do. is to take a series of steps that will
restore full glory to the name and image of
Bangabandhu. and vindicate the honour he so
pre-eminently deserves from a perpetually
grateful nation.

We Denounce This Terror

All hopes of a terror-i- e Dhaka University have
again been cruelly dashed. Murders such as
Joydip Datta Choudhury's — in a sweet wintry
noon lide and amid emrowded student residence
halls —— eéannot but leave the DU community in a

of trauma very hard to heal. The daily aca-
emic chores would continue as usual barring
some expression of denunciation that would soon
die out. But as time will pass the wound that is
now on the outer layer of perception would sink
-into dee
sick. This is a double-ed
through the motions of being an untrammeled
normal and vou hurt yourself by that, by
normal which you are not. And if one steels one-
self against such shocks. one will be cut from vul-
nerabilities that make man a man. The purpose of
stecling — keeping one's humanity undented —
will be lost. We are in for another life-sapping
bout of frustration’

Looking up to the political parties and their
bosses has been futile — they have proved unmis-
takably lacking in moral probity b‘y tailing to own
up their share of responsibility for the campus
murders. Campus killers do not operate without a
mucal umbrella — no isolated goon's work is

scimitar — you go

Shouldn't one after such horrible chastisement
of the rational expectations out of the political

rties appeal to the good sense of the social
orces and the abiding lovalty of the cultural elite
to the good of the nation? Both social and cultural
forces have long been in the process ol being di-
vorced from playing their own role by the pres-
sures of an ever-widening political fissure over-
taking the society in all its aspects. No one from
an}*:l: surigty's numerous constituent areas dares
speak ow for tear of falling toul of hardenin -
litical positions. It is not I!ﬁc university -:"am]:%lll?;s
alone but the whole nation that is living under
terror — thanks due mainly to the parties.

The students could set their house right if they
themselves weren't living in terror with even the
terrorists among them — and those come from
outside — living in the same kind and quantum of
insecurity. For gunmen, allegedly students, to

shoot at a leading student. the only son of his"

rents and waiting to pass out of university in
ess than year, and then to chase the wounded
young man, pin him down and drive a bullet in
the chest — are something that beats world's
worst criminal acts. A sense of repugnance, if
nothing else, should unite the students and
teachers and others in the university to forge an
effective resistance forestalling any future recur-
rence of such nation-crippling crimes.

Why Lose Public Sym

Path :
While the nation has been anxiously wafting for .

a speedy resolution of the politico-constitutional
imbroglio this was hardly the time for an indus-
trial action by the workers of jute, textile and cot-
ton mills. One got killed and 150 were injured in
clashes between the demonstrators and the po-
licemen on the first day of the 72-hour strike.
and, by the time it comes to an end, the casualty
figures may rise. : :

The workers have a list of demands ran ng
from a halt to the government's privatisation
move to the implementation of uniform wages be-
tween the employees in the, private and public
sector mills.

Evidently, these are weighty polic
with deep financial implications which need to
be thoroughly examined and then resolved
through patient dialogues and negotiations be-
tween the concerned ministries or mills on the
one side and the trade unions on the other. Even

matters

if the ous negotiations had proved to be bar-
ren t was the rationale for timing the indus-
trial action in the thick of the current political

turmoil? And then the workers went out of their
mills putting up rail and road barricades here and
there which not only produced violent clashes
but F;Im caused enormous suffering to innocent
peuple, :

at good the workers can bring to them
alienating themselves from public sympathy? o

per recesses making us all insidiously
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ECENTLY a question
regarding Supreme
» judictal authority
over t's activities has
started bothering the ego of
political commmunity This ap-
parently emanated (rom two
recent rule nisl issued by the
High Ceurt Division of the
Supreme Court upon the
Speaker of the Parllament. The
issue ralsed by lwo contradiet-
ing directions of the Court
warrants opindon of a superior
court Bul the percepltion that
the High Court Division of the
Court atted beyond
its should be viewed
from a legal perspective.
iIn a constitutional frame-
work, Lthere is hardly any tus-
sle bhetween Legislature and
Judictary to establish one's su-
periority. Each one acls ac-
cording to s authority. But
now a lol of people are think-
ing that Judiciary has gone 0o
far 10 control the Legislature.
This perception is generaled
from English heritage, where
the Legislation of the Imperial
Parliament is considered su-
preme . for according o Blac-
kstone. “What the Parllament
doth. no authority upon earth
can undo " This idea was an
offspring of monarchy where
king was considered 48 the
Supreme and Sovereign power
in the: stale HFut in a
constitutional republic people
are considered the Soversign
authority and the will of the
people are expressed in the
Constituotion 11 one looks into
the Constitution of Bangladesh

Parhhament and the Judiciary

by M M Sunnah

Naw a lot of

cn-

people are thinking that Judiciary
English heritage, where the
republic people are
pressed in the Constitution.

has gone too far to control the

This perception is

Legisiature.
of the Imperial Parliament is considered

supreme...
the sovereign authority and the will of the people are ex-

he can easily see whal are the
authorities of the Parllament
or the Supreme Court.

The firmt few lhines of the
Constitution of Bangladesh
[eads as follows:

“We, the péople of
vur ndependence om the 2fuh
day of March. 1971 eud

through a historic war for na-
tional 4 . estab-
lished the independent. sov-
ereign People’'s Republic of
Bangladesh .~

that “We.

The declaration

the people of !
confirms the people’s author-
ity. And this was fur-
ther confirmed by the article 7
of the Constitution which
reads

Tl AN powers In the

Republic belong to the prople
and Lheir excercise on behalfl

of the people shall be effected
only under. and by the author
ity of. this constiftution

IZ) This Constitution is. as
the solemn expression of the
will of the people. the
supreme liw of the Republic
and if any other law s incon

sisient with this Constitution
that other law shall. to the ex-
tent of the inconsistency. be
void
The aforesaid expression
clearly indicates that the peo-
ple are the source of all
tive authority. In other words,
the Constitution enumerates
‘he powers granted by the
people to the Govérnment.

Judiclafy or Legislature etc.

The Legislature or Judiciary
cannol exercise any authority
that is not granted to it by the
Constitution, either expressly
or impliedly Whenever the Go-
vernment's or the Legisiature's
or the Judiciary's right to ex-
ercise authority is in question.
recourse must be made to the
Constitution to determine
thetr authority. either in exp-
ress words or by implication.

This is also ascertained In
article 685 (1) of the Constl-
tution which reads:

There shall be a Parlia-
ment for Bangladesh (to be
known as the House of the
Nation) n which subjerct 1o the
provisions of this Constitution.
shall be vested the legislative

powers of the Republic:”

That means Parliament's
legislative power is limited by
“the provisions of this Cons-
titution © There is o un-
limited power delegated to the
Parltament.

Again. the constitution de-
fines how the Judiciary shall
act. The article 102 of the
Constitution reads:

“{1) The High Court
Division on the application of
any person aggrieved, may give
such directions or prders to
any persom or Authority. in-
cluding any person performing
any function in connection
with the affairs of the Repub-
lic. as may be appropriate for
the enforcement of any of the
fundamental rights conferred
by Part 111 of this Constitution.

(Z) The Court Division
may. i that no other
equally efficacious remedy s
provided by law —

(a) On application of any

person aggrieved make ar
order -

nection with the aflairs of the

i
£
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a Judge. on applica-
tion of any aggrieved person.
can give direction or order to
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Foreign Ministry Fine-tuning : A Press Angle

by Shah Husain Imam

HERE s &4 media

I persont ~ angke 1o what
Morshied  Klan e

Primne Minister s special

envoy  Is teving 1o o oatl her i

recvtions 1o atione the loseign

munistiy (o what are called the

necds of time There  should

ot e any vagueness abowul the
work ol the loreign allairs re-
structuring and reorganisation

cominitler which he heads
withi his econoinke credentials
that in the lirst place had

made hii the PM s special en-
voy Basically  the exercise is
o prnontise the Investment
and trade agenda lor our over
scas missions and make sure
they have adequate back up
support trom the headquarters
o deliver

The Prime Minister's ex-
ploratony visil to Japan to gar-
ner inpvestment support. and
the foreign investors delega-
ton coming to Dhaka lately
have all caled how litile
they knew about the pleasantly
surprising allractions
Bangladesh otherwise held for
invesunent. Low mnflation rate.
hundred per cent foreign

equily participation. repatna-

tion ol principal and profits,

profitable investment in the
DSE. poised 1o ofier more with
prospecis lor privatisation in
virgin areas bound 1o fall into
lorcign and local privale hands
— all go 10 paint a pacture of a
highly potentual market. still
unfortunately on the sideline of
business workd though

The information gap yawns
furthermore If one takes into
account our tactical lackings

i presenting Bangladesh vver
BCAN

hmlian Prune Minisier

address

mm#wmmw_t
puts to the headguarters designed to enable to fine-tune the

news and views

Norastimha Rao told the US
Congress somethme ago. In
what was an oblique reference
to China. that India s & fure
Loning democracy The US
thought s (oo otherwise
there could wot be the
unceasingly massive invest
ment in India lrom that coun-
iry — the Pepsi  Cola, the
General Molors. and the rest

who are coming i a big way.
What can be 10 owr lactical

advantages are the following
that have hardly been ham
mered home tw foreign in-
VeEsIOns:

Our society is concetvably
the closest-knit and most ho
mogeneous Iin the

privalely maintain that this has
all the potential o be guite
stable. The paolitical culture is
not fundamentalist and the

and hosptiable 10 foreigners.
The way a hartal fatigue has
grown in them and the shine
they have started seeing on
other folks' lives and living
through the courtesy of cable
television. in spite of their
human frailties like their own.
are indicators of a brand new
outiook quietly in the making
in Bangladesh

It is against this economic
and sociological background
that we must now proceed 10
vitalise Bangladesh s image
projeciion abroad The press

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are ‘accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

Resignation of a
minister

Sir. Your editornial on Hili
Rail Accident has made me
laugh. 1 laughed because in
your editorial you have asked
the Communication Minister
to make a noble gesture by re-
signing. a gesture undreamt of
and totally unexpected of a
person vested with some kind
of authority in this hapless
country of ours.

You have also cited the ex-
amples of {ew such cases In
other countries. So what?
Bangladesh. however, famed it
may be for its abundance of the
people engaged in intellectual
or scholastic pursuits, does not
have any precedence in its
long history where a ruler or a
member of the ruling clique
did ever relinguish its author-
ity unless and unti] it had been
forced.

Rejaul Kartm
Malibagh, Dhaka

Khilgaon crossing
and our traffic sense

Sir, Tralfic laws are set to
control vehicles of all kinds in
order to prevent the lawless-
ness on the roads and to save
the valuable [ives of the ciu-
zens from road accidents. We
admit that hardly there is any
country that does nol see loss
of lives owing to the road acci-
dent; however. the roads and
tracks remain open there all
the times so that a passer-by
anid the passenger reach
his/her destinations in time.

Dhaka is a city where traffic
Jam is a regular feature and i
Is very hard to say that an em-
ployee. or a student. or a
trader shall reach his destina-

Han and return bome “ff‘l}"
at ~Aisturbed. The death of

peey’ oo the ra A does nnt
pain us 1 ca. have be-
come immy e * hy
reading about ~
newspapers every. .. ' any

day passes without the lo<s of a
life. it will amaze us becaiise
the traffic situation is so worse
that only the hands of miracle
can do that.

The Khilgaon road junction
oo is not free from the blame
of unnecessarily delaying peo-
pie on the road: but, at least,
there is hardly any report of
death due to road accidents. It
means there is loss of time but
no loss of life. .

Khilgaon road junction con-
nects Khilgaon, Goran. Made-
rtak, Ahmadbagh. Basaboo.
Sabujbagh and adjacent areas
with the main city. as a result
of which, hundreds and
thousands of the dwellers in
and around the area use this
point everyday. Uncountable
rickshawpullers. and drivers of

all kinds of transports 100, use
this point.

As the construction plan of
the road is defective, it does
not become possible on the
part of the traffic police to
keep the roads free from 'auto-
blockade’ all the time. No
doubt they work tirelessly;
eight hours a day under the
sun and the rain but they are
not properly co-operated by
those who use the point. The
rickshawpullers park their
vehicles on the roads with
much disregards to the traffic
laws, and drive occupying the
entire road at their whim. The
drivers of other vehicles too do
not care about the Inconve-
nience caused to the passers-
by. the citizens and fellow
drivers because they seem to
show no respect to the law of

misalons abroad can play a very
role In coordination

national importance have
caught the attention of our

nomie kKind even on the politi-
cal side In fact. économic In-

On the home froat. there
ought to be regular® press
briefings on the economic and
commercial performances of
our missions abroad.
Simultaneously. the political
and diplomatic brefings that
are given on an ad hoc basis
when the situation demands
better be replaced by authentic
presentations at specified in-
tervals.

e I;.ir:d

In such a situation how it
can be possible on the part of
7/8 policemen Lo ensure iral-
fic laws to work effectively. |

- am not telling that they are

[ree from errors; but (rankly
speaking. | watch them to ex-
ercise patience and presence
of mind in keeping the
Khilgaon traffic point open for
all. In fact, for traffic jam. the
drivers and the rickshaw-
prillers as well as the passen-
gers are largely responsible.
The passengers wait for trans-
ports standing on the road
frequently. They do not vacant
the road no matter whoever
requests them to do so.

Law and morality is interre
Lited. One without the other
cannof be fruitful. Laws are de-
fined in the books of Poliinal
Science as a set of uniform
rules to control the external
human actions while morality
are to the sense of
right in a man. Iif a man is
driven by the heart to do
T;Mdmm:rmh
" to i al i
the measures of punishment,
nor have any shart of good
sense. Whoso is devoid of
morality. is also devoid of the
sense (o a by the law. |
think our traffic laws are suff)-
cient if we develop aur moral-
ity -

To conclude we would re-
quest the concerned authority
to spend a little of their time
o the development of morality
in the heart of people.
Otherwise law-breaking would
become law itself.

ATM Nurunnabi
Tipapara, Khilgaon,
Dk

Sir, In this country there is
no social security net. Every
Individual fexcept government
employees who have pensions)
have 1o carefully save for his
retirement days. So long there
was one savings instrument
which was widely used by the
fixed income middle class and

. the ingenu
routinely re-
quired to show by the histon-
cal In country s pol-
ities to sell the unsalable
abroad should clevate them o
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Lthai was the Sanchaypatras. 1l
one started to buy Sancha-
ypaiiras early in one's career
ainl regularly reinvested the
pruceeds over. say. 30 years.
one could have a reasonable
and secure income for his

retiretnent days.
It is. therefore. with great
dismay. that we watched the

“government snaich away even

this little window of opportu-
nity that we had. From this
year Lthe government has de-
cided that Sanchaypatras will
no longer be eligible for in-
vesiment tax rebate. Instead.
company shares traded in the
stock exchange market will be
eligible for tax rebate. We
wonder if the full implication
of this has been realised.

First, playing the stock
market Is essentially a gamble
and those with limited and
fixed income cannot afford the
risk.

Second. for being eligible
for 1ax rebate. one is required
10 hold on 1o his shares for at
least five years. What happens
if the share value starts to
drop? Does the government
expect the person to hold on
to his shares and watch its
value disappear? Will the gov-
ernment or the Income Tax
Deptt compensate him for the
loss” I not, does the govern-
ment have the moral authority
o force him to take the loss?

Third. the government may
have decided on this line of ac-
tion to boost the capital mar-
ket. Probably it will and that is
good for the country. But why
roerce the citizens into it? Let
the market attract its share by
its own merit. In the mean
time. why not give the small
investors a wider choice?

We all recognise the good

intentions of the governmeni
but this decision has falled to

protect the interest of the

«small Nxed salaried earners

We would. therefore request
that the government allow
both Sanchaypatras and com -
pany shares for investment for
tax rebate and leave the citi-
#ns (o choose as they see fit

(e oomeerned
Iheader

possible by
demoralization
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OPINION

Financial Indiscipline

Nazir Hayat Khan

Virtually the centrally-con
trolled banks (nationalised)
slarted the financial indisci-

phine. Threy did more so of -

nom-accoundability of dis-
bursement of loans whether
for trade or for industry. The
prune interest seemingly was
sell aygrandisement both on
the part of Lhe giver and the
borrower rather than the via-
bility of the project or the
profitability ol the trade.

Ltimately defaulting bor-
rowers accounl for the
inequitable  distribution of
wealth in oar society. They
have money not well earned.
therefore. will not spend well,
disturbing the buyirg capacity
of Lhe ordinary consumer. This
-&ts 4 bad precedence before a
future borrower who will tend
tu get the feeling that money
burrowed is not to be re-
turned: it may induce misuse
of loan. Seeing such bad debis
giving rise to social problems.
strict disciplinary action
ought to be taken both against
the person who directs such a
loan and also the borrower
who is not willing to pay back
his loan.

Positive laws should be en-
acted by law-makers in the
Parliament to : (1) Auction at a
stipulated time all assets and
property including freezing of
bank accounts both at home
and abroad to realize as much
as possible trom those non
performing borrowers, (2]
Bangladesh Bank could have a
cell to deal with such cases
with the help of a deputed
magistrate to speed up the set-
tlement process. Provision for
punitive measures to the ex-
tent of the concerned bank
manager's corruption should
be considered at the time of
recovering money. (3] No de-
faulting borrower should be
permitted to contest in any
election or hold a public office
withoul adjustment of the
overdues. To facilitate it. banks
must send the list of borrow.
ers who have overdues of or
more than Tk. 50 .00 lacs for
more than one vear. Also their
names should periodically be
published in the newspapers.
(4) Trade Unjons in banks
must be barred from influenc.
ing loans and should not inter-
fere in the usual banking activ
ities other than emplovees
welfare,

Loan for a particular project
should not be allowed to be di-
veried to other business of the
borrower Financial indisci
pline 1o the extiemt of frandu-
lently transferring of industry
in another name or selling or
removing machinery from in
chrstrial sites must be checked.
And such defanlting horrower
should be brought to aceoam
like the Indenesian tycoon
Eddy Tanwil who had been sen.
tenced a seventeen year term
for misusing bank loans after
the press reported scandals

he was also ordered to pay a

$139 000 fine and $230 mil-
hon m compensation The gov
ernmigfil had

much of his assets.

A common stance Laken for

defaulting industry and
ing capital loan is that
dustry is 'sick’. Even
time when there are
going to banks for
same type of projects
highly profitable

:
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loss is not justified. the bor-
rower is liable with of course

cap of many state-run banks is
bad loans. After stricter rules
forced banks to increase bad

debt provisions in 1990 na-
tionalised institutions as a
group have suffered with
growing losses when their pni-
vate and muiti-national
terparts have more than
bled their total profits by the
fiscal year 1992-93. A good 30
per cent of bank loans in the
country are considered bad by
some Tk 750 crore. State bank
problems may lead the gov-
ernment to keep protecting
them. But that only delavs the
process and makes it more
costly like some trop loans
which year after year have
short falls to carry over to the
next vear's crop resulting in
blocks of debt. It holds back
the economic growth needed
for the banks to turm a profit.

Unscrupulous en-
trgpreneurs’ tact of adjusting
one default by another loan
from a different bank ought to
be strictly checked since over
a period the liquidity will de-
cline if the capital is non pro-
ductiive. Banks in the hope of
getting back their money con-
tinuously lend money which in
all probability they will not get
back. Also a practice of draw-
ing large sums reportedly by
Directors of banks in different
names = putting the ordinary
share holder at risk.

With a weak economy such
as ours. many lenders canhot
find enough sound undertak
ings to finance thus it would be
wise to promote itsell as a A
nancial centre for both the
ASEAN and SAARC In (97
Hongkong will behanded over
to China. many there-are look
ing for altermative safe haven
we can at least give a try to be
such a place despite greedy
business peoaple oonniving
politictans and bureaucrats
spinning webhs o regulations
and rules forming the “iren
triangle " of political. business
and buresucratic interests that

coun-
dou-

about State Bank Bapinde los- coordinate econamiv

ing $500 million te Eddy as

aciivity
arvd protect big counpanies ,
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