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Beautiful Kitchen Slnh by
Kitchen Sinks DIETHELM SWITZERLAND
Local Agent & Distributor
Ronny International

« 1. New Fshaton Road, Dhaka
Phone: 416108, 833617
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Parliament and
the Judiciary
by M M Sunnah

Page 4

International
Rao-Arjun feud in

Congress deepens

Hekmatyarmen close all
routes to Kabul
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Business

CHT Development
Board has so far spent
Tk 3190.71m for socio-

economic development
of the tribals
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NEWS BRIEFS
Ahsan wins Barisal
poura polls

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Jan 23 The BNF
hacked chairman candidate.
Ahsan Habib Kamal unofficially

won the Barisal pourasabha
election securing 196]2
votes while his nearest A
backed rival Mahabub Uddin
Ahmed Bir Bikram bagged
17 131 vortes in the vester
day's polls

BNP leader shot
in Jessore
From Our Correspondent

JESSORE Jan 23 Local
BNP leader All Kader was shol
and mjured by a gang of mis
creants this evening The al
lackers exploded bombs before
sfialiching revolver and
phootsng him He waa acenit tecd
to the CMH here

Reception to Dilip
Kumar Friday

Noted [ilm stas Dilip
Rumar and his actress wile
Saira Banu will be accorded &
recepltion ai 11 am at the
Mirpur National SMadium on
Friday Bangladesh Parnjatan
Corporation will sponsor the
reception lor the renowned
indian actor and actress. The
reception will b¢ open w pub
lic reporis BSS

One killed in
Sl - L]

SIRAJGANJ . Jan 23 An oid
man was killed and a munor
Doy injured when a speeding
truck hit them near Bhuiyagat
on iLhe Bogra-Nagarbari high-
way o the district today
Police said Amir Hossain 5|
of Bhuiyagati in Raiganj thana
died on the spot and his
grandson. aged about 10, re-

ceived injury as the truck
knocked them down while

they were crossing the road.
reports UNB

Transport strike
in Pabna

PABNA. Jan 23- Traffic on
16 routes of the district was
cut off as the Pabna Truck
Drivers Umson erdorced an in-
definite transport strike fol
wowing the death of 2 worker at
Nagarbari ferryghat woday. re-
ports UNB

Police said Habibeir Rahman
Habib. a Jine worker of the
urgon. was critsbally indured
during a clash between trnuck
workers a1 abowt 4 am. Habibh
succumbed (o his injuries art
the Rajshahi Medical College
Hospttal soon afier his admis
L

The clash betwepn the
iruck workers erupted owver
taking serial af the ferryghat

The union enforeced the
sirike from 4 pm itoday de

manding punishment o these
responsitide for the killing
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' Int'l investment confce

begins in city today

A 1wo-day international
conference exclusively on
Bangladesh's investment po-
tentials begins in the city today
with the participation of some
700 delegates includlng over
220 [rom abroad.

Prime Minister Btﬂum
Khaleda Zia will inaugurate the
conference litled "Bangladesh
Investment Conference: The
Emerging Tiger™ at 9 am at the
Sonargaon Hotel.

The conference aimed at
focusing on investment oppor-

I lunities in Bangladesh and at-

tracting foreign investment is
being organised jointly by the
Board of Investment (BOI) and

Euromoney. a London-based:-

organisation famous for organ-
ising such conferences on

emerging markets in the
worid.

The Citibank NA. Global
Emerging Markets Limited,
Smith New Court Fareast
Limited. UBS Securities Limi-
ted and WI Carr are the other
co-sponsors of the conference.

‘Bangladesh is poised to
emerge as South Asia's next
success story: it is at the fringe

By Staff Correspondent

ol emerging wmarkets.” the
Euromoney said. in an intro-
ductory letter to the partici-
pants of the conference.
"Continued economic and
industrial reforms have cre-

ated a firm base for controlled

growth.” thé Euromoney said,
adding the country now has a
five per cent GDP growth. 10
per cent industrial output
growth, 20 per cent export
growth. loreign exchange re-
serves worth six months' im-
port. convertible currency and
low inflation.

The conference is expected
to help the country mobilise
foreign investlment weorth
more than two billion US dol-
lars in 1995 and bigger
amount in the coming vears,
organisers said at a press hrief-
ing prior to the conference.

Over 176 representatives
from leading global and re-
gional fund managers. invest-
ment bankers. bankers, securi-
ties firms and’' corporate
houses have already registered
their names. while some 46
representatives from multina-
tional companies in

Bangladesh will participate in
the conference.

About 500 delegates from
leading local industrial firms,
business houses and financial
institutions will also attend the
conference.

Political leaders, bureau-
crats., industrialistis, econo-
mists, lawyers and experts on
capital market will take part in
Lthe deliberations.

Al the Inaugural session,
Finance Minister M Salifur
Rahman will speak on “Econo-
mic and Financial Sector
Reform”, Special Envoy to the
Prime Minister M Morshed
Khan on "Encouraging Foreign
Direct Investment”, FBCCI
President Salman F Rahman on
“Investment Opportunities:
Views from Private Sector” and
BOI Executive Chairman Moka-
mme! Hugq on “Investment
Opportunities”.

Commerce Minister MM
Shamsul Islam will focus on
"“Trade Liberalisation In
Bangladesh™ and Energy Minis-
ter Dr Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain on E sector at

See Page 12 Col 2

Hasina pledges autonomy
for radio, TV

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina vesterday promised
that her party would ensure
dutonowmny of state-owned radio
and television: if voted to
power.

1 can assure you that we
will not appear on the TV
screen frequently,” Hasina said
while addressing a rally at the
Biswa Road near Malibagh level

Lrassing priof lo.a march lo-

[

TV Bhaban.
esident of Dhaka
City Awami League Reazuddin
Ahmed chaired the meeting
which was organised as part of
the Opposition's identical pro-
gramme (o siage demonstra
tions before the TV Bhaban at
Rampura and National
Broadcasting House at Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar tp press their
demand for autonomy of the
electromvic media

Sheikh Hasina said the
Prime Minister had committed
to give aulonomy o radio and
television when declaration of
three allances was formulated
at the fag end of antl-autocracy

At athon
The Prime Minister also

ook part in the agitation for
auvtonomy of radio and televi-
ston during rhe previous

Train is no more a joy

Feuple arc reluctant 1w
Lake the rain any more  said
Abdul Maun a Ucket econ
trolier of BR “in Dhaka
ChitLagong Inter-cily rains
the number of passengers is
dechning The Inter-city ser
vice is mainly surviving on s
he added

With the read ranspor!
sector in the country enjoyving
a boomi. BR seemns W0 have lost
the competition Not even 20
per cent ol the seats in the
Dhaka-Chittagong inter-city
tramns are sold these days.

Inter-city train service,
which started in 1985 as part

style the AL chief alleged

Sheikh Hasina blamed the
ruling BNP for 'killing the
nascent democracy’ through
politicising every sector. Now
it was going to introduce one-
party rule by summoning par
liament which has no legiti-
macy after resighation of 147
out of 300 MPs, Hasina said

“We struggled against autoc-
racy nol_for goe-party cule.”
the AL president said.

Sheikh Hasina said the gov-
ernmen! would understand the
situation when time would run
out. ~ We would not have re-

See Page 12 Col 3

Processions of
AL, JP
intercepted

By Staff Correspondent

Police lnbbed 1ear gas shells
to disperse a procession of Lhe
Awami League near the
Teievimion Bhaban al Rampura
in the city yesterday and a
Jativa Parly procession oamme
under altack by a group of
youths In nearby wesl Badda
aren on Lhe day

Jammaal ¢ Inlami hroght onil
a procesaion aller holding a

See Page 12 Col 4

By Morshed Ali Khan
of BR's efloris 10 give iteell a
lacelill, brought 1n some refied
Lo Lhe massive fnanclal coq
gesuon of Lthe system. The ser
vice comprised 42 (rains in
different parts of the country,
contributing 58 2 per cent of
the total earmings [rom pas-
senger traffic. ' had imdally
recetved a caulious welcome
from the public

The process 1o remain in
business was never harmessed
by BR. The ageing locomotives
crumbled. Out of 289 65 per
cenil remained out of order
The oenes on Lhe track siag-
gered along with wounds
needing ymunediate mending

{
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A crumpled railway carriage pressed into service at the Kamalapur Station

One killed, five
injured in
Narayanganj
gunfight

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGAN.) Jan 23
One person was killed and al
least five others were injured
in a fierce gunfight between
two groups of local bullies in
the Bandar thana area today

U oS growpe: SUCTuTntied
to his injuries al Naravanganj
Hospital He was wounded in
the shootout in the morming

Among the injured. condi
thon of Patul. 1R who also sus-
tained bullet wounds. was
siated 1o be critical. Other in-
jured Shahbuddin. 18,
Shahjahan. 22 Shamsuddin
25 and Fakir. 16 were admit
e to city chnics

The Aghting ofcurred when
an armed gang ledd by Mannan
tf Kaltakhali area of Nabiganij
under Bander thana allegediy
atlacked another group led by
Sabbir at Nouradapool area this
morning Local people said the
fring that continued for two
henarn was a sequel 10 an en

iy
Both the grou used re
volvers. sawed-off rifles and

exploded cockialls A case was
registered with Bandar police

Unce lunurivus comparl
merils received Hille or no al-
lention and were lefl o de
Benerale over the years

The privale sector of road
Lranspor! seized Lhe opportu
ity Luxunous air -conditioned
bus Services were launched
across the counlry Time effi-
clency . less fost and a betler
CUSLOMmeEr service saw i1 crulse
past the crippied rail transport
of the country.

in BR's Dhaka-Chittagong
roule a seatl in the air-condi
uoned compariment costs Tk
310, taking as much as 10
hours ol journey Ume

See Page 12 Col 7
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PM reviews
political

situation
By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday held an
emergency meeting with se-
nior ministers and discussed
the latest political situation, a
ruling party source told The
Daifly Star last night.

Iinstead of holding the
scheduled cabinet meeting at
the Bangabhaban. the Prime
Minister met with her kitchen
cabinet colleagues.

Detailed discussions of the
meeting. which took place at
10 pan. were not avatlable but a
BNP source hinted that the
ruling party may take a fresh
initiative to bring the opposi-
tion parties back to Parliament
during the current session.

A source in the Opposition
said they are still ready to re-

awing
tions if uunmmnrmpt
their demand for a neutral ad-

visory council under the
President during the next
general elections.

The source. a senior leader
of the Awami League, further
said that the AL chief had re
ceived a proposal of forming an
advisory council with the
members of parliament from
both sides.

The AL chief rejected that
offer. he added.
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JS goes 1nto winter session

Resolve crisis thru'
consensus: Biswas

By Staff Correspondent

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday urged all to
uphold the image of the coun-
try by reaching a consensus on
national issues and said
Parliament is the centre for
resolving all problems.

Let us sit across the table
and reach a consensus.” the
President i(nld Parliament
which went into its winter
session yesterday

| hope, we, irrespective of
parties and” ideals. would be
able to find out wavs o resolve

all national crises and
Parliament will be the centre
for resolving those.” President
Biswas said at the opening sil
ing of the |8ih session of the
ffth Parllament

His B80-minute speech at
the first session of the vear
was lelecast and broadcast live.

The President said the suc
cess of Parllamentary democ-
racy lies in the concerted ef-

forts of the ruling party and
the Opposiiion. Under the
present circumsiances “we

will have 1o achieve that coop-
eration and l(eliow-feelings.” he
aclded

"Our unity for establishing
democracy is now a part of the
history. In the light of that rich
background. it Is our duty to
consolidate democracy,” the
President said.

The opposition bench In
the House was totally empty as
147 MPs belonging to the
Awami League. Jatlya Party,
Jamaat-e-Islami and NDP sub-
mitted their resignation let
ters on December 28. Rashed
Khan Menon of the Workers
Party. Shamsuddhoha of the
Gana Forum and Maulana
Obidul Huq of 10J. who have
not yet resigned also did not
attend the session

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali
chaired the one hour and 45
minute-session beginning at
11 am. Minister for Law,
Justice and Parliament Affairs

- Mirza Golam Hafiz introduced

jour ordinances ahead of the
President’'s address.
Farllament also adopted a
resolution condoling the death
of Muslim League leader M A
Matin, former Gana Parishad
leader Advocale Sajed All Mia.

See Page 12 Col 1

President Abdur Rahman Biswas addressing the eighteenth session of the Fifth Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday.

— PID photo

12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 5.00

e i _a

B — .

Half-day
hartal

today

By Staff Correspondent

Three major opposition po-
litical parties — the Awami
League, Jatiya Party and the
Jamaat-e-Islami have called for
an eight-hour hartal from 6 am
til 2 pm In the city today and
a dawn-to-dusk  hartal
throughout the country tomor-
row,

The opposition parties ear-
ller announeced the pro-
grammes o protest price spi-
ral of essentials and to press
their demands for dissolution
of Parlament and general elec-
tions under a neutral caretaker
government.

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina in a statement vester-
day called upon the people to
make today's and tomorrow's
hartals a success.

EAB criticises
Opposition

The Exporters' A lation
of Bangladesh (EAH) vesterday
criticised the Opposition for
not taking note of exporters'
piea lor withdrawing hartals on
January 24 and 25 which eoin-
cide the international confer-
ence on investment, reporis
UUNB.

Redwan Ahmed, MP, presi-
dent of the association. in a
statement resented hartals at a
time when the government's
economic reforms started to
deliver and were attracting
foreign investment.

He cautioned hartals and
anarchy would shy away for-
eign investors willing to come
1o Bangladesh. frustrating all

eflorts to attain development.

The ruling party MP noted
with concern that the opposi-
tion was calling strikes when-
ever there was any interna-
tional conference. He referred

o hartal programmes on the
ays o SAARC Convention and

| Japan-Bangladesh Investment

Fornun

‘It this trend continues,
loreign investors may pack up
one day.” he added.
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When we say it, we mean it.

We weicome visiting European Investment Team and
trepreneurs attending the
"Bangladesh Investment conference: The Emerging Tiger"'

Organised by the board of investment & EUROMONEY, U.K.

Let's share with you in moving into the next

Cenfury

\_/

EXPERIENCE.

LETS OFFER YOU OUR

EXPERTISE

INDUSTRIALISING BANGLADESH

PAR

TEX

- PARTEX GROUP

Sena Katyan Bhaban (16th Floor) 195, Motynesl
Tel . 235083-4 an: 252800 MF- m-:

MEH’I‘IN

AND EXPERIENCE OF BUILDING THE PRIME FOOTSTEPS IN




