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- Robbers killed

Kucha mark_els
in Noakhali

in poor shape

MALDEE COURT (Noak

halil. Jan 22. Al keast 500 hats
and bazars of sax thanas of the

district are in deplorable
condition for lack of main
fenanvwde and care. reporis

UNB
The shopkeepers and siall

traders ol these bazars have (o

pay enhanced taxes to Lhe gov-
ernment and the local
Yaradars.

These markets. set up at
local mitiatives long before,
have been expanded in hap-
hazard manner and the shop-
keepers and venders are
forced to occupy most of the
spaces meant for the buyers.

In the absence of adequate
drainage system. most of these
hats go under knee-deep water
during the rain season. ham-
pering the business activities.

Though a large amount of
revenue is collected from the
hats. no effective measures
have yet been taken for its im-
provement. it is alleged.

Most of the bazars do not
have any sheds leaving the
buyers and sellers exposed to

the mercy of scorching sun |

and showers.

On the other hand. tolls are
collected at a higher rate by
the ljaradars than the rate
fixed by the government. They
collect tolls from both buyers
and sellers at their will main-
tain no ethics.

Most of the bazars have no
urinals and latrines causing un-
told to the buvers and
sellers. Moreover, there is no
arrangement for supply of
drinking water in these hats.

Local elite have urged the
governmen! to look into the
matter and take immediate
Imeasures to improve the con-
dition of the markets without
further delay.

Population of
beggars continue
to rise in
Barguna town

BARGUNA. Jan 22: The in-
flux of beggars is rising in dis-
trict towrr day by day causing
inconveniences to the
dwellers. says UNB

According to local peopie.
recurrent floodings. cyclones.
river erosion. drought and
other natural calamities over
the last few years have ren-
dered a large number of peo-
ple destitute in the district.

Besides. many landless
farmers who used to eke out
their living working on the
land of other farmetrs, have
also been rendered jobless due
to croploss in many areas as a
result of drought thaf hit the
district a few months back

in the absence of adequate
job opportunities under food
for works programme. test re-
lief programme etc. many des
titute people of the district
have already migrated to other
districts in search of food and
shelter

Town dwellers alleged that
many beggars. particularly
young women are Laking re
course W0 immoral activities
causing moral degradation of

t ]
h'[ﬁﬁ' ite have urged the

concerned authorities 1o take
immediate schemes (o rehabil

itale the beggars at the out

skirts of the town 8o that they
can lead a decent e

Distressed mén,

women receive
aid from Islamic
Foundation
From Our Correspondent
BRAHMANDARIA Jan 22

mrmm_ﬁmf
bana district unit rehabilitaled

and establishment of libranes
According to official
spources, ten distress women
were given Taka 1000.00 each
under distress women rehabdl-

!

rick-
-vamns were given 1o five
under nckshaw project
madrasa students were
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MOULVIBAZAR  Finance Minister, M Saifur Rahman handing over a cheque of Taka

50,000 to Shafiqul Wahed, President of Moulvibazar Press Club recently for development of

— Star photo

the club building.

From Natore region

Over five lakh maunds of
cotton expected this year

NATORE. Jan 22 : A
bumper cotton output is ex-
pected in Natore region during
this cotton harvesting season
as the Cotton Development
Board (CDB} here has taken
necessary sieps to make betler
colton production.

But., it is widely appre-
hended that the CDB may not
be able to supply enough seed
of cotton 1o the farmers com-
paring to the need during the
coming cotion cultivation sea-
son because most of the farm-
ers of this region are selling
their produced seed-cotton to
the "Farias oud Jinners' (nno-
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From Our Correspondent

[Jannary-February).

I'he board has disbursed
Taka 3 lakh as loan through
seeds. fertilizers, insecticides
and other agri-inputs to about
50 cotton growers and differ-
ent banks have dishursed Taka
2.75 thousand as loan among
about 40 growers in the dis
trictl.

The board has also supplied
seeds. insecticides, fertilizers
among about 4 thousand farm:
ers through Natore sadar,
Ahammedpur. Rajapurhat. Da-
varampur., Malanchi. Bagati-
para. Paka and Jointipug cen-
tres 0 the district,

that as the cotton production
has been falling in the main
colton-producer eountries
during this year, the price of
¢oltton has also increased in
the international markets and
following the price-hike aof
colton in international mar-
kets. ‘Farias' and Jinners'
lunofficial cotton dealers) of
this region have also increased
their cotton purchasing price.
The source said. the farias
and jinners are purchasing
cotton ditectly from the farm-
ers between Taka 900 and
Taka 950 per maund of cotton
that are more than the board

. . "o} —-ﬁlq ol _

[ficial cotton dealers) rather

than selling e the Beoard
mithorities.
It can be mentioned here

that the CDD purchases seed-
cotton from the growers with a
view o (ollert seed which will
be supplied to the farmers
later. "
According o official sour
ces, about 22 thousand hec
tares of land had been brought
ander cotton cultivation in this
region during the cotton cul
Uivation season (July August)
The CDB has fixed the cot
ton production target at 5 lakh
S0 thousand maund of cotion
which may be achieved by 100
per et guring the currend
cotton harvesting season

F.ishvirtua]ly begin to
disappear

NATORE. Jan 21. Scareity
of lish has hﬁ:m_-t acute

v cotton field at Ahammedpur village
happy <woing the good growth of the plants on their cotton field.

he board has facilitated
about 3 500 larmers with pri-
mary ftraining and about 20
farmers with claborate training
on cotton arming

An official said. a bright
prospect has been prevailing
for cotton cultivation extension
in this region because the
price ol cotton has been in
creased in both the local mar.
keis and the international
markets this year

The CDB has seitled the
coliemi prorchasing rsie o Taka
875 20 per maund of collon
this year while the rate’ was
Taka 771.60 per maund of
cotion N Lhe last yeur

But, a rellable source said
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in sadar thana The two larmers are
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fixed purchasing rate,
It is reported that most of

the cotton growers are more
cager to sell their seed-cotton
lo farias and jinners than to
(he board due to fair price

As a resull. the seed-cotton
purchasing target of the CDB
may not be achieved this year,

The board has fixed itU's
seed -cotton purchasing target
al 2.50 thousand maund of
cotion during this year

It is also reporied that (f
the bogard can not achieve it's
serd cotton purchasing target
(his year. they may not be able
e S neceassary seeds of
cotion 10 the colion growers
during the coming season

Natore

negated the piscicullure in the
distrigt.

On the olher hand. the
main sousce of waler ol Wwadi-
thnial rainialls ip the rainy sea-
sofi has virnually refluced due
o shortiall of rain waler
throughout the year and arufi-
cial barrers caused by con-
siruction of flood control em-
bankmenis.

« The [shermen said, fish

culuvation has been rendered

virtually impossible during Lhe
dry season as extra waler is

nof coming down from the
hilly areas. .

waterbodies aind use of chenu Chakhla. other small beels and
cal feruillizers in the croplands. branch rivers were flashed 0
says UNB. the ficlds and thus these origl-
According to local sources, nal sources of surface waler
the district. was once famous got sitited causing brrepairable
for iis fish output and the damage to these walerbodies.
supply was abuandant. Prices Besides, due 0 massive
were cheaper too during the cultivation of quick growing
winler scasons. Bust this year. crops like IRRI-boro paddy in
the supply is extremely low  these beels. rivers and other
and ils prices are also high_ waterbodies during dry season
The souwrces sald. fish vir- and indiscriminate use of
iually began o disappear due chepical  fertilizers have
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BRAHMANBARIA The Islamic Foundation of the district unit recently arranged to
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distribute hens among the distress women of the district The Deputy Commissioner, Md

Abdul Matin. of the distnet dstnibuting a ¢

of hens to a woman
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In mass beating

PABNA, Jan 22: Two dacoits
were killed in mass beating at
a village in Chatmohar thana
Saturday morning. reports
UNB.

The victims were identified
as Rabiul Islam, 25, and Amin
Uiddin, 30.

According to local people, a
gang of five dacoits demanded
Tk 2 lakh from one Radha
Madhab Kunda failing of which
they threatened to kidnap his
SOn

ple gheraoed the dacoits and
caught them red-handed. In a
mass beating two of them died
on the spot, ode managed to
flee and the rest two — Dianot
Akhand, 25, and Habibur
Rahman, 28, were handed over

to the police. -
A case was flled with the

police.

Young man
murdered in
front of
family members

JHENIDAH. Jan 22: A
man was brutally killed on
Friday night at village Jhe-
ghat in Kaliganj thana follow-
ing past enmity. family and po-
lice sources said. reports UNB.

The vicum was identified as
Dudu. 30.
_ Police said a gang of mis-
creants numbering seven to
eight forcibly took out Dudu
irom his house and beat him
mercilessly in front of the fam
ily members. As a result. most
ol the bones of Dudu were
smashed. family sources said.

The body was sent to
morgure for autopsy. A case
was filed. Police arrested two

people in this connection.

Man-eater
tiger creates
panic

KHULNA. Jan 22: Three
people were killed and an-
other one was injured by man-
ecater at Sundarbans in
the last week. local people
said. reports UNB.

The dead were identified as
Kalam (35). Abdul Haque and
Rafiquddin 40

According to local people. a

tiger caught hold of Kalam and
went awav into the jungle
while he was fishing at a canal
in Sharankhola thana on
January 18. Later his mutilated
body was recovered by the lo-
cal :
* In another intident on the
previous day a tiger atiacked
Abdul Haque and Altaf at
Kakramaree area while they
were collecting firewood. After
two days of hectic search local
people recovered the several
parts of Haque's body and res-
cued Altal with grievous in-
juries. His condition was stated
to be critical. .

Earlier on January 13.
Rafiguddin was killed by a

| tiger at the same place.

Contraband
worth Tk 2 lakh

recovered

BRAHMANBARIA. Jan 22
Bangladesh Rifles seized
Indtan goods worth
Th 2 lakh from Dhaka-bound
Joyantika Inter-city express
lrain at Ashugan) rallway sta-
lion recently. reports UNB.

During thewr routine check-
ing of train. the jawans recov-
ered Indian goods incl
printed sarees. phensidy
WTup and spare parts of vehi-
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All
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were e
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Jesides 1 another drvve
Bl)KR jJawans recovered |ndian
s uggled gowsxds worth Th | 50
Lakli fromn a roadside shop near
Shankesr bavar on January S

Following a Up off they
famied 1he place and selzed
the goods including insulin in
jection  electric switch and
o W1

Cases were filed with the
[eriie e

100-bed Natore
hospital awaits
Inauguration

From Our Correspondent

NOTORE. Jan 22 After a
long Uime. one of the cher-
ished dreams of the people of
Naiore the 100 bed modern
Natore sadar hospital is com-
ing Lo reality soon ;

Frime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia may inaugurate the
new hospital located near the
sadar police station But the
scheduled date of the Inaugu-
ration has not been fixed yet

According to the Pubic
Works Department. the con-
struction work of the hospital
bhaban has been completed at
a cosl of Taka three crore and
they have handed over the
hhaban (o the Health
Department of January 10 95

Al Lthe primary slage,
treatment of 50 bed will be
sltarted at the hospital, the
sources added

It can be mentioned here
that PM Khaleda Zia had laid
the foundation stone of this
hospital on December 16 91

the

tf}n information, local peo- -

Natore — a neglected district

NATORE, Jan 22: None of
the political leaders have
fullilled their promises given
to the people of Natore though
23 years of our liberty have

All the Prime Ministers,
Ministers and local leaders
have given many “assurances
and promises in the 23 years.
But a few of them have kept
their promises. So, Natore dis-
trict has not been developed as
per the assurances. Rather the
people of Natore have lost
many of their historical trea-
sures.

The fame of Chalan Beel,
Kalam village and 'Kancha
Golla’ and the memory of
Queen or Rani Vabani — the
Empress of the half Bangla,
have turmed into a tale today In
many respects,

There Was a declaration for
turning the "Uttara Gono Bha-
ban' into a tourism popular
spot. But even the assels of
Gono Bhaban have not been
maintained properly. Dyr to
administrative apathy and neg-
ligency of the Archaeological
Department. the Rani Vabani
Palace and the Chowgram
Palace in the district may dis-
appear.

A project was taken in 1977

From M A Ali Himu

for agricultural development in
Chalan beel area. But the pro-

ject plan failed to get econom-
ical approval from any donor
agency yet. For this reason,
people of this region have been
deprived of extra amount of
crops woerth about Taka 10
crore.

The five year long 3rd Fish-
eries Project for releasing fish
into the open Haltl beel of this
region has been closed after
two years of it's approval.

The work of the Gas-lifting
project in Shingra thana was
closed suddenly in 1980-8]

year after spending lakhs of
Laka.

in 1974. when the TV sub-
station was set up at Natore, a
decision was taken to change
Lhe first TV sub-station outside
Dhaka Into a full-fledged TV
studio. But the decision of the
then government has not been
implemented vet.

It is learnt that different
programmes Including news
were broadcasted from the
then TV sub-centre in Natore
during 1974-75 year. However,
the system is closed now. Peo-
ple of the district could not
draw the kind attention of the
present governmenl about the
full -fledged TV studio at Na-

- In Na@ﬂ districg
T&T staff accused of
offering illegal phone lines

- NARAIL. Jan 22: The tele-
phone subscribers of the dis-
trict have been facing untoild
difficulties due to the malprac-
tice by some dishonest staff of

the T &T department. reports
UNB.

-Subscribers alleged that
some dishonest stafl have been
giving illegal factiities like
overseas call. bill reduction.
fllegal connections to some

people by taking bribe.

They further alleged that in
case of emergency the bpera-
tor do not give connection on
some plea and take time inten-
tionally due to mysterious rea-
son but the dishonest sub-
scribers who have underhand
dealing. get connection easily

One such subsgriber on
condition of anonymity told
this correspondent that he
pays bribe monthly to the op-
erators to get overseas connec-
tion as early as possible He

every month out of this con-
tract.

Other subscribers com-
plained that their sets remain
dead for hours together as the
operators keep their sets op-
erative for a few hours only.

It is further alleged that the
dishonest telephone operators
linking with some high offi-
cials fix the rate of telephone
bill and overseas call Iin ad-
vance. They mutually fix 10
per cent Taka of the total in-
ternal call bill and Tk 100 for
overseas call

The subscribers said the
government |s being deprived
of lakhs of Taka every year due
to malpractices by some cor-
rupted employees of the de-
partment.

The subscribers urged to
the higher authorities to probe
into the matter and take im-
mediatle measures against the
dishonest staff members.

also said he pays nominal bills

Shortage of fertilizer;

Winter crop cultivation

schemes affected

NATORE. Jan 22 . The cul
tivation of rabi crops in Natore
and other districts of northern
region has been facing set back
due to inadequate supply of
TSP and MP fertilizers. says an
LUNB report

According to official sour-
res. Lhe total demand of TSP
(Mriple Super Phosphate)] and
MFP (Murate ol Potash ) in the
country Iis met by locally
produced and imported fertil
izers. But acute scarcity ol
fertilizers has been persisting
since long.

The annual demand of TSP
in the country is five lakh tons

industries Corporation (BCIC)
produces only |.5 lakh tons.
Chittagong TSP Complex pro-
duces 400 tons every day and

.rhrmira'l fertilizers in the

. field!

But high demand for the
lertilizers in the region is still
persisting. the sources said. As
a result, lor the existing ga
between demand and’ supply
especially during the rabi
farming season. some
unscrupulous fertilizer traders
are selling the same al
exorbitant rate.

However, farmers of remote
areas of this region alleged
that they were not even get-
ting the fertilizers at high
prices

They said rate of imported
TSP is Tk 310 per bag and the
factory rate of locally
TSP is Tk 186.25 per bag
which is being sold between
Tk 400 and 500 per bag.
Recently the government has
fixed prices of fertilizers but
the is little In the

tore even afler launching sev-
eral agitations.

Natore Pourashava, which
was established in 1869 has
been used as an issue of the
political leaders during differ-
ent elections. But, the poura-
shava has not been upgraded to
a first class town at all.

Besides, a dream for mak-
ing Natore pourashava as a
model town that has been said
by the ministers and local
leaders at the beginning of
present government's regime,
has not come true.

The 'Housing Estate Pro-
ject’ taken for mitigating the
housing problem in Natore has
been remaining within the
files since 1980.

No development was done
at the medicare sector in Na-
tore. A 100 bed modernised
Natore Sadar Hospital is now
near completion. But It is
heard that service of 50 bed
would be started there. Health
complexes has been bullt at
different unions 7 years ago.
Unfortunately., the services
have not been started yet,

One of the election pro-
mises of the present gov-
ernment is to introduce Hon-
ours Course in Natore NS
Government College has not
been fulfilled yet.

Assets worth lakhs of taka
are gutted every year in six
thanas of the district. But,
there is no second fire station
in other 5 thanas except in
Sadar thana.

Not a single industrial unit
has been set up in the BISCIC
industrial estate here after
passing 13-year of it's approval.
Work of Natore Modernised
Stadium has been remaining
closed for three years.

Chalan beel Museum in Gu-
rudaspur thana has not marked
any development since long.

‘Narod' river in the town
become waterless for want of
dredging.

The sub jail in sadar thana
are now in poor condition
while a jail in Banpara has been
remaining vacant for long.

A specialist informed this
correspondent that a paper
mill could be set up at Natore.
Local people have urged the
concerned authorities to take
steps for setting up a paper
mill here.

The authorities of National
University and Open University
may set up their regional in-
lormation offices in Natore for
the welfare of common stu-

* dents of this region.

An agri-college may also be
wsel up here. But. no effective
sieps have taken yel by Lhe -
leaders on behalf of local peo-

ple

As a result. the historic and
traditional district — Natore
whfch has a cultural heritage,
has been gradually missing in
Lthe bottomless hollow of our
Memory.

Increase 1n
number of
unmarried girls

BRAHMANBARIA. Jan 22: A
considerable number of young
girls have remained unmarried
in the district as their
guardians can not afford to ar-
range dowry, says an UNB re-
port.

According to local people,




