8 e Lhily Star

mKFeature

vkt ol carbon  «

atnd vlher greenhouse
ganos  hwough wndustrial and
agricultural pracuices. s
behieved to allect clunate by
altering the Earth s
greeifiwouse ellect. Modelling
these prucesses suggesis (hal
mean global temperatures log
H-ulwa.th"ﬁh may nase by |1 5 1o
| 8 C by 2050 In response Lo
global warming. sea level may
nse by about 30 cm Modelling
also sugpgesis that tLhese
Changes would increase annual
ramnlall i Bangladesh The ef
fecis on winter rainfall are

however unceriam
Climate changes such as
these would affect plant and
animal growth in Bangladesh
Somne effects would be benefi-
clal. such as increased COq
enhancing plant growth: some
would be detrimental, such as
increased flooding, riverbank
erosion and possibly cyclones
Given these adverse effecis
what are the soclo-economic

-

Interaction

A change in climate will al-
fect natural resources. such as
waler. lorests, and grasslands.
Changes in natural resources
will have soctal and economic
effects. some beneficial. some
detrimental. For example. In-
creascd rainfall might increase
the amount ol water availahle
for irrigation (a beneficial ef-
fect on agriculture). but in-
crease the rate of soil erosion
and legching (a detrimental of-
fect on agriculturel. These Im-
pacts on agricultural resources
(plant and soil) would in turn
affect the social and economic
circumstances of farmers and.
thereby, other socio-economic
sectors dependent upon their
production

The socio-economic effects
of climate change therefore
arise lrom interactions be
tween climate and society and
how (hese in tun affect both
natural and managed environ-
ments. Traditionally. in
Bangladesh. climatic variations
have provided opportunities
(resources) and imposed costs
(hazards). depending on how
sociely adapted to the enwi-
roninent Thus. a bountiful
Noodplain rice-growing sys
tem. linely tuned 1v seasonal
climale variations. Is dis-
rupted by lleods. droughts. and
cyclones. In the future. the ex-
tent to which will
be affected (whether adversely
or beneficially) will depend on
the future technological. de
mographic, and socio-eco-
nomic trends and how they in-
[luence Bangladesh's ability Lo
adapt in order to strike a new
balance between resources and
hazards.

Vulnerable in Transition

Bangladesh Is a newly de-
veloping country in transition
from being a traditional rice-
growing society. In the drive
lor modernisation. evolving
techinologies and economical
dtil social structures alter ex-
Istine svstems and make many
sttt s o and Eroups in, soci-
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ety more vulnerable o signifi

canl vanatons in chimate and
sca level For example. large
scale environmental interven

tions such as flood control and
urigation. may bufier people
from lessaecr and more frequent
evenis thereby enhancing the
resource base On the other
hand protecied areas will re

main at threat from supra de

sign events which may be
made more likely under a
changing climate. even though
other benefits may accrue from
cliimat¢ change. such as Im-
proved crop production. In the
long term. Bangladesh's vul-
nerability may, however, de

pend more on the direction of
technological. demographi

tional risks of climale impacts
more akin o olther urbanised
countiries. such as heat siress
urban flooding and urban
drought Owerall. the trend of
high population growth in
Bangladesh should Increase
vulnerability 1o chinate and «»a
kevel change

Migration, Employment
and Climate Change
Escaping adversity due to

lost land and employment Hes
behind most migration.
Permanent movements are
from densely setiled core 1o
less dense periphery. and from
rural to urban areas. Seasonal
moves are an increasing trend.
Exposure W natural disasters

economic and social trends
than on the rates of climate
and sea level change. This is?
because the pace of change in
society is likely to be much
more rapid than for climate
and sea-level change

Population, Settlement

and Climate Change

Since 1965, the population
of Bangladesh has doubled 10
110 millon. The medium LN
projection gives 235 million by
2025AD and 305 million by
2050AD In raral areas the

population densitly may in
crease by over half by 2025 AD

The high density rural areas
will continue to supply mi
grants to low density areas and
lo cities  The exposure of
people (o climatic exiremes
will persist and s likely (o in
CTease as more (Ntense use is
made of high risk areas The
urban population is projected
to grow at a faster rate. about 5
per cent per year This in
creasing concentration of peo
ple in large urban areas could
increase the risk of catastro
phe from rare climatic events
and is likely (o create addi
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Schwol. Kallyani School of the

Is of the Dhakua Division was he
19. Dhaka Divisional Commissioner Maniruzzaman Miah ina
o _ Mymensingh Disabled Foundation, ABC Blind School

"ﬁ'ﬂli S Jrom six units of society for the Mentally Retardexd of Bangladesh took

vanabiity
extremes
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depreciates nigrginal landhold
ings and triggers many people
1o relocate. Limited opportunid

ties mean many migranis redo-
cate not only in areas at risk
from climate exiremes
|drought-prone western dis

iricts, cyclone prone coasts,
and active floodplains), but also
from adverse social and envi-
ronmental condftions. In gen

eral. migrants are particularly
susceptible to environmental
disruptions. because they lack
supportive inimastricture and
cmployment. A cominuation of
high migration rates 1s hkely
lo aggravale the polential so-
c1o-economic impact ol ch

mate and sea level changes in
future

Health Care and
Education

A population that is healthy
and educated is better able to
avoid poverty and the adverse
effects of climale variations
While recent trends in im-
proved health care and educa
tion in Bangladesh are encour
aging. poverty and malnutn
ion remain rife. lowering the
resistance of large segiments of
the population 1o disease Even

1ty

on a seasonal basis. the Nnk-
ages between climale, nutri-
tion and discase are apparemt
Improvements in health care
and education. as well as food
production. would help buffer
Bangladesh against the (llef-
fects of future cimate change
So too will improvements in
sale water supphes and waste

Tempera precipitation
and humidity influence the In-
cidence of water-bormme {and
atr-borne) discases. Bacteria,
parasites, and their vectors
may breéd faster and Ve
longer Iin warmer, weller

conditions  In Bangladesh
However, climate is a neces-
sary. but not sufficient cond-
tion for these diseases.
Sanitation tied to poverty is
the main conditton for diar-
rhoeal diseases (like cholera)
Drought and flecd facilitate
thedr ransasssion, Rainfall and
poorly mamntaned human set-
Uements (acilitate breeding of
mosquitors. and migrants from
infected forest areas and/or
migrants returning to the
plains 15 a an regson for s
resurgence on the lowlands
Chmate change in future could
encourage such diseases.
especially f economiv dewvel-

opment Iilmlﬂd .
B-A-U Scenario

If the recent past becomes
business as-usual” In future,
low economic growth mass
poverty. and burgeoning
unemployment will persist. If
accompanied by a pattern of
extreme natural events and
hazard adjustments similar to
those of the recent past. loss
of lives and property will esca-
late. Should adverse climate
and sea level changes occur
under this "husiness as-usual™

P

‘id @l Mohammadpur Government High
ugurated the
of Mymensingh and fifty five mentally retarded
part in the function.

Development
Socio-Economic Implications of Clima
Change for Bangladesh

Rather than focus on
business-as- usual” investment

and GNP growth targets. an
"optimistic™ scenario would

calenl, are (raditional
let hnologies Lring adapted 0
changing socip-economic
conditions. Forth, there s a
need 10 exmmine how custom

ary behavious s betng modified
in response e ©

e
ared e

Fuilh. research s needed om
ihe varnous lorms of migration
sl rescttiement ol the land-
less o help anijcipate the
likely dimensions of problems
that may arise i climate ex-
lremes worsen and sea-level
Nners Sixth. there is an

need 0 develop means of em-
powering (he landiess and
poor with entitiements to re-
souwrces Lo ensure their re-

siliency in times of scarcity.
What Should be Done?

:ltlplln-ry '

research
(integrating social sciences
and natural sciences) aimed al
developing an optimum strat-
egy lor reducing vulnerability
w climate extremnes. The oul-
comes of this research would

aim at providing decision
makers with an indication of
priorities for various kinds of
activities for preparing against
the adverse effects of climatic
variation and change.

The present article s exec-
utive sununary of a study on
Sucio-economic  Implicalions
vl Climate Change for
Lknupadesh’. carried owt by the
autwrs
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Fuel for Asia's Growth Furnace

The world's fastest growing region is also getting increasingly
dependent on oil Yojana Sharma ‘

Organisation of Petroleum
Exporting Countries 1OPEC),
particularly Middle Eastern
producers that supply 78 per
cont of Astan mports of ol
Including Japan and
Ausiralasia  the Asia Pacific s
now Lhe second largest oil

yous

By the turn of the :
" s 0 overtake
United tes o become the
largest oll consumer in the
workd. says economist Ranjan '
Fal of Jardine Fleming
Brokering in Hong Kong.

But he warns that Asla itsell
is has become more vulnerable
than other regions to (hreats
ol higher oil prices or supply
disruptions.

Last year, more than 70 per
cent of the oll consumed in

figure is to elimb to
85 per cent by the year 2000
Three-fourth of the imports
come from the Middle East,
and this may rise (o 90 per
cenl by the end of the century.

“In terms of security of
supply. Asia will be in an even
more precarious situation
should there be another disg-
ruption like the Gulf War," says
Pal

'OPEC will be critical for
Asia and Asia will be critical for
OPEC.” former OPEC secretary
general Subroto also said at the
organisation’'s 97th conference
in Bali in November.

Fast growing Asian econo-
mies are expected to be

Asia was imported., and the

of Inter Press Service reports.

demand for ol bt el
just a bt more than per
cent of 1

In addition, the and

mm-hum Lar
ahead of oultput growth of 2.7
per cenl.

Feredium Fesharaki, head of
energy programmes at Hawaii's
East-Wesl Centre.

China is already the world's
fourth largest oil consumer
with demand at 10 wo
15 per cent a year, fueled by
fast economic growth. Oil-

« product imports estimated at

about 340.000 barrels a day

-u:mmm' ﬂl'ﬂll't'llll

unlikely o have any major tm
:lmt‘huu’-uu imporis be-

%1 the wil crunch

in part as contributing
recent thaw in relalions
China and Vietpam.
are indications of an
agreement between the two
couniries on joint! exploration
of the ol rich South Chinag Sea
after the visit @ Vietnam this
week by Chinese President
Zemin.
experts add that the

lifling this year of the US trade
embarge against Hanol has led
o rapid developmens el re-

sources in Vietnam by LS

giisd oil compamnies. In
Vietnam for the first
the

{HH

inlernational spot market.
Much of Vietnam's oil is
sold to Japan to earn valuabie
foreign exchange But
Vietnam's output of some
130.000 barrels a day is coen-
sidered too small to make a

dent in demand in Asia.
According to Fesharaki, it

would be the way China han

dies its energy sector — par-
ticularly the amount of invest-
ment in developing explo-
ration and refining — that wdll
be crucial not just for China
but for the entire Asia Pacific.

Fifth Round Table for Development Co

by Shoeib Shazzad Khan

T HE 5th Round Table for
Development Commun-
icalion (RIDC) will be
held in Chiang Mal. Thailland
from 25 to 28 January 1995

This will be organized by
Worldview International
Foundation (Worldview). '

Worldview Bangladesh is going
lu Lake part In this 54h RTDC.

RTDC is an annual assembly
of researchers. practitioners
and development experts to
exchange innovations. ideas
and experiences on develop-
ment communication In
participatory manner aiming at
supporting the development
process going on throughout
the world. The RTDC intends
lo Improve communication
programmes and bring forth a
common. framework of ap-
proaches Lo communication for
global development.

The first RTDC was held at
Unicel headquarters in New
York in 1989, the second in
Mtawn. Canada m 1990, the
third ut FAO headquarters in
Rome. ltaly in 1991 and the
fourth In Lima. Peru in 1993
The fifth will be held in Chiang
Mai, Thailland from 25 0o 28
January 19985,

Although the RTDC has
been in existence a little more
than five years, It has con-
iributed extensively to the
recognition of the tmportance
of communication, and dis-
cussed analytically the prob-
lems regarding communication
lor development In an informal
and fMexible manmner.
Prolessionals involved in de-
velopment activities through-
out the world regard RTDC as
the most important interna-
tional event in the field of de-
velopment communication.

Development communica-
tion. and In particular partici-
E:.talr"y ::nmunicnunn _

ich is the key approach
ol Worldview - s regarded as a
means (o people’'s participa-
tion in the development pro-
cess. Participatien requires the
principle of equity to We ap-
piied at every stage of devel-
opment — from programme
formulation and planning to

the distribution of the fruits of
development. People must be
regarded as the subject as well
as the motive force ol devel-
opment who should become
the active participants in all
development programmes.
These are soine important
aspects which will be  dis-
cussed at the Round Table. in
addition 1o techniques and
methods in the use of partici-
patory communication. The
Conlerence will also deal with
new technologies which are
fast changing the communica-
tion structures and patterns,

and global broadcasting.

For two decades: develop-
memd theorists have argued
and advocated the cause for
people’'s participation as the
key to successful developmen-
tal programmes. Very unfortu-
nately. this has remained as a
theoretical benediction in
black and white rather than an
active practice.

However, very few non-gov-
ernmental organizations and
some governments have at-
tempted to adopt the idea of
people’'s participation as effec-
tive substance and form. It has
observed that where the prin-
ciple of people's participation
has been adopted and applied
seriously and persistently,
there has been a noteworthy
and praiseworthy change in

conditions and préspects ofv

the people who have taken
part in this process. Virtually,
participatory communication is
an answer to many problems in
the development process. The
Round Table for Development
Communication will therefore
be very vital and effective in
dealing with the issues which
affect people’'s lives and their
future horizons.

As the orgamizer of the fifth
RTDC, Worldview international
Foundation (Worldview] will
coordinate the Round Table to
inchide trips for the study of
successful communication pro-
jects, It is important and

noteworthy that an event lke

this is exclusively based on
grassrools experiences and
practical outcome of participa-
lory communication. Likewise,
the RTDC will be organized in
a participatory format and style
with the aim of activating every
participant as a resource per-
son in the proceedings.
Worldview , an
affillated body of Worldview
International. is participating
the Round Table as a full-
fledged national NGO. The out-
come of the RTDC will posi-
tive]ly germinafe some novel
strategies by dint of which
Worldview Bangladesh can
strengthen its programme ac-
tivities, both new and already
in existence, in the field of de-
t communication.
"Worldview Bangladesh,
which is already a synonym of
development communication
in the country, is working in

the feid of t utiliz-
ing inedia communicalion as a

key approach for sustainable
programmes. One of its singu-
lar aims in Bangladesh, is 'to ef-
fectively employ all forms of
communicational methods,
both traditional and modern,
in support of human develop-
ment! towards sustainability.
and for meeting basic needs of

the underprivileged in the de-

velopment process'. [nitially
Worldview started working in

in 1981 as part of
Worldview International
Foundation (Worldview) head-
quartered in Sri Lanka, to as-
sist Bangladesh Institute of
Distant Education (BIDE). new
the Bangladesh Open
University (BOU). in producing
educational ammes for
Bangladesh Television. A cou-
ple of years later a number of
projects alse were initlated.
Now Worldview is working as a
full-fledged national NGO with
the view to decentralizing its
activities in the commumity
level taking up wmore rural
hased programmes
At present Worldview
Bangladesh is runming an elab

orate media oriented

mmunication

Nutrition and

Blindnegs Prevention

This rural based programme
has been to be so suc-
cessful that it is now being
replicated in different south-
east Asian countries. The
CNBPP is conducting a motiva-
tional programme through dif-
ferent media supports fer

the food habit of the
rural people so that they can
take more green vegetabies by
growing vegetables on their
own at their homesteads. This
prevents night blindness per-
manently within the commu-
nity.

w Bangladesh has
another rural based project ti-
ted "Participatory Video Unit
(PVU]" which enabied the vil-
lage people to implicate them-
selves with the video media,
once considered to be a source
of recreation oniv for the well-
to-do section of the country.

But the media communication
approach of Worldview
Bangladesh has brought forth a
revolutionary change by pre-
senting this video media as an
effective tool for sustainable
development. Under the PVU
project Worldview has assisted
the rural people to identity
their own problems. o record
the problems In the videos (by
themselves) and use the video
to solve the problems in par-
ticipation of the respective
community people

Apart from these rural
based programmes Worldview
Bangladesh has a modern and
sophisticated media setup
within the project of Media
Production Units (MUP te
produce developmental and
motivational videos Until today
the ton has produced
moere 300 educational and
motivational videos for differ
ent GO NGOs. Television
Frogrammes. both national and
international which earned
Workiview nine coveted moer
national awards including a
TranaTel first priee frem

Germmany



