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Hundreds evacuated as

KOBE, Japan. Jan 21: Mun-
dreds ol people were eva
cuated heve today a8 a land-
slide hit one district and an
inlluenza epidemic spread
through the hospitals. five days
afler a massive carthguake lefl
clese to 5000 dead or miss
ing. reports AFP _

As rescuers continued
searching lor survivors. a se-
vere rain-siorm was expecied
to bring new chaos W Uus
western port city. where al
most 200.000 people have
. been lelfl homeless by
Tuesday's quake.

A spontanecus mMercy mis-
sion by private citligens was
complicating' maliers. jam-
ming roads already clogged by
official relief operations and by
residents fNeeing W pearby
Osaka and other areas spared
from quake damage.

" Six hundred people occupy-
ing 200 homes were evacuated
in the Higashi Nada district of
eastern Kobe after a landslide
this alternoon. local officials
sakl. Another 285 were forced
to leave their hoines because of

landslide hits Kobe

l:lprnn leared Lhe cracks
could grow and engull nearby
houses _

AP adds from Tokyo A f(airly
sirong ecarthquake with pre-
limynary magnitude of 6.2
shook much of northern Japan
Saturday the Central Meteo-
rulomrai Agency reported.

Hartal observed
in south Sylhet
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Jan 21: The first
day of the 48-hour hartal n
the south Surma area of Sylhet
own passed off peacefully to-
chay

The two-day sirike was
called protesuing Lhe inclusion
of the area within Sylhet
pourashava and holding of loeal
rlections lomorrow

All business establishments.
educational institutions re
mained closed while vehicular
waflic were olf the roads 1oday

Ordn on medical servwes
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privale medical clinic and
hospital with one to 15 beds
have to employ three doctors,
and those having more bed-ca-
pacity would be required to
employ doclors proportion-
ately. The minimu: salary of
doctors working In private
clinics may be fixed in three
categories — Taka 3000 for
doctors having three years ex-
perience or less, Taka 3500
for doctors having more than
three but below five years ex
perience and Taka 4000 f[or
those having over flve years
experience. sources con
cerned said.

The draft ordinance will
also sugges! proper represen-
tations of government and pri-
vate doctors and clinic ownegs

in the inspection coinmitlee of
the Health Directorate that su-
pervise the registration of new
private clinics and hospitals

The draft also proposes
fixing a minimum standard
{ime for doctlors (o see a pa:
tent. Many doctors now see a
host vl patients in a very short
ume.

Last year, the government
had constituted a committee
headed by Dr A K M Qam-
ruzzaman, MP, with represen-
tatives fromm Bangladesh Me-
dical Association (BMA). Ba-
ngladesh Private Medical Prac-
titioners' Association (BPMPAJ
and Private Clinics Association
(PCA). to prepare a drafi

A similar ordinance was
initiated back in 1982 Jur fix
ing the charges of the private
clinics but in the face of resis
tance from the cartel of clink
owners il was sent to the cold
storage just [wo years later

Accordingly. a primary draft
was prepared on May B last
year and the committee. in a
series ol follow up meetings in
June. July and August, exam
ined all aspects of the deaft.

The other members of that
comniittee are  Dr M A Majed,
Gaxi Abdul Haque and Matin al

Helal of the BMA. Mirza
Sobhan Md Abul Kalam lnd
Md Jahangit Alam of the
BPMPA and Syeda Feroza Be-
gum and Monjiruzzaman Bh-
uivan of the PCA

Talking w0 this correspon
dent. BMA President and a
‘member of the committiee Dr
Majed sald since the rules re
lating o medical practice re
gquire drastic modiflications,
“we gave necessary suggestions
to the governmenl quite a long
tHme ago and now it's the gov
ernment’s turn lo come up
with a new set of rules and
regulations

Meanwhile, many of the
private medical clinic opera-
tors in Dhaka admitted that at
lrast 85 per cent ol the clinics
are highly dependent on gov-
ernment doctors while some
6000 doctors owt ol the
22 682 registered doclors in,
the country are unemploved or
under-emploved. A total of
8.749 docturs are employed in
governmenl! health services.

A source concerned noted
that in no other couniry the
government doclors were al-
lowed 10 work in private clin-
ics. "But. vou have to under
stand the reality in this coun-
iry. Gowermment doclors were
niore interested in private
clinics than in Ltheir original
places of waork and as a resull
the quality service at govern:
meni hospitals has greatly de-
tenorated. he added.

When contacted, Sohrab-
uddin Khan, Administrative
Otlicer ol Dhaka Medical Co-
llege Hospital (DMCH). refuted

allegations of divided loyalty
of government doctors Since
there was no bar on privale
practice by government doc
tors. he found nothing wrong
in it, he added.

When asked how many of
the 184 doctors and 55 spe-
cialtsts of the DMCH were
working in private clinics, he
said it was beyond his knowl-
edge
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19, Hamidul, 17. Mottaleb. 30

Noor Mohammad. 45 Aminul
lslam. 17. Chhaimat. 32. Noor
Islam, 35 Wd Jalil. 32, and
Khademul Haq. 25 in Biram
pur Thana Health Complex,
Mehedul | 4 30 Faiz. 3
Mannaf. |18, N | Islam. 26.
and Shahid Zaman 25. in

Dinajpur government Hospital
Comcm&uf court
From
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On Jpnuwry I8 the lill‘h
Court bench comprising
Justice Mahmuddur Rahman
and Justice Hamidul Huq Is
sued the rule and the order
following a writ filed by advo
cate Toullg Hossain

Jativa Party leader Moudud
Ahfped, Bar at Law, told UNB
last night that despite the
order and the fact that 147
MPs had submitted their res
ignation 10 the Speaker on
December 28  all these
Opposition MPs have received
notices 10 atltend the session of
Parliament tomorrow
+ In other words, Moudud
said the Speaker has already
given his opimon with regard
to the resignation letters de-
spite the court order and in
effect rejected the resignation
letters of the Opposition MPs.

The JP leader said he would
bring it to the notice of the
same High Court bemch for
drawing up proceeding of
conlempt of courl against the
Speaker and the Secretary of
the Parliament Secretanat.”

In the same application. a
direcuon will be sought to call
upon the Speaker to withdraw.
cancel or rescind the notices
which have been served upon
the Opposition MPs who had
resigned on December 28, he
added

Moudud said Lhere is no
scope o retract (He resigna-
uon letters. As long as resigna-
tion is genuine and voluntary.
the seat becomes vacant as
soon as resignation letter is
submitted to the Speaker.

"Despite ailhr confusion
created by 1 government.
not a single is yel to say
that he has not resigned. This
only speaks of unity and soli-
darily of the Opposition MPs."

Parliament should be dis-
solved immediately and elec-
tions held under a neutral
carctaker government Lo over-
come the deepening crisis. the
JP leader said.
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A Chechen woman is comforted by her husband after their
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Kamalapur station
incident: Rly to
review situation
By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka Divisional

of
S K Habi-

Bamngladesh
bullah visited the
rafl station yesterday and had
lalks with the rallwaymen on
the clash that occurred there
the previous day

Al . Jeast 10 s were
injured in the clash between

tion Friday moming
According o sources, the

rallway administration will re
view Lhe situation arising out of
the incident and Lake steps o
prevent the recurrence of such
incidents

ger Mahbubur Rahman

2 case with (he railway
against some unidentified

passengers complaining that
they had ransacked his office

Moo

CPB office
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Lacked the audtlonum.

Later the musallis organised
themselves and set fire 1o the

CPB office. damaging property

worth Tk 50.000. the party
ml’:!' M‘ 4
A CPBR actuivist Gautam

Brahma was arresled

72-hr strike
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governunent and e owiwers.
The Pailkal Sramik-Kar-
machari Sangram Parishad.
Privale Jute Mills CBA Coordi-

nation Comunittee Bangladesh °

Sula-Bastrakal Sramik-Karma-
chan Federabion. Bastra Shilpa
Sramik League and Private
Cotlon Textile Mills CBA Co-
ordination Council have jointly
called for the blockade and
industnal sinke 1in support of
8-point and 7 point demands
of the jute and wextile workers

respectively.

They demanded that the
Wagr ( cinmission award be

impleinented - from July 1.
1991 tor private jute. cotton
and 1extile nulls workers.

move for privatising jute and
textile mills be stopped and
working capital be provided

for state-owned Lextile mills.
e —
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stalled by a Norwegian farmn,
the systein replaced a primi-
tive and unreliable Irkphﬂnc
network of the BR

BR's deteriorating financial

situation is attributed to f{ac-

tors not bevotd comprehen-
sion. The deficit grew from 7.1
million US dollars in 198] to
27.5 milllon dollars in 1992,
The working expenses rose on
an average by nearly 44 per
cent per annum over the last
two decades. Passenger traffic
decreased from 106 million Lo
about 40 million. And freight

2.5 million tons.

BR's ticklish life-vessel, the
freight wagons, came down to
17.777 In 1993 from 19,616
in 1970. The last decade saw
the inclusjon of only 16 freight

~wagons to its declining stock.

The existing wagon stock fig-
urg may vary enormously as
lots of wagons are taken off the
track everyday for repairs.

The tracks. consisting of
2706.1 route kilometers of the
rallway’s Eastern and Western
zones. are in similar shambling
state. Although the Railway

Information Book shows a good
record of the tracks — In

. 1992-1993 only 21 minor ac-

cidents occu due to faulty
tracks. The number of
train accident¥ in the country

was 219 during the period.
sources concerned said. The
original wooden sleepers have
never been replaced. Last time
the tracks were boulder-fed

(stones between the lines)
dates back to the (fifties.
are virtually nor-exis-

tent on most of the lines caus-
ing damage to the lines.

Moreover, t:qﬂ maintenance

_ traffic from 3.2 million tons o’

A look into Railway

is so poor that on most of the
lines the madmum speed is
resiricted to 30-40 kilometers
per hour.

"Everything to maintain
tracks is done manually in our
country.” said an executive en-
gineer of BR's Track Mainte-
nance Department at his
Dhaka office, "and this is an
extremely hard physical job."
he added. “"Our labourers are
loo old to do it properly.”

The sdlver lining of BR's
cloudy existence shows in the
reight services. particularly in
the container traffic from
Chittagong port to Dhaka while
other freight traffic,. food-
grains, fertilizers, jute etc. has
declined drastically.

BR's relatively cheaper
rates and special facflities have
aftracted a wide range of cus-
tomers to ultllise the container
services. It has registered an
increase from 55,392 TEUs
(Twenty-Foot Equivalent
Units) in 1988 to 188,024

TEUs in 1992,

Otherwise. like the rest of
the BR services the freight
traffic possesses a dysfupc-
tional organisational and oper-
ational systems that encour-
aged delay and low quality of
servi in the recent past. it
took on an average 13 to 18
days to complete wagon
journey of about 260"kilome-
ters. Dismayed at the services,
BR's traditional freight cus-

tomers resorted to other
methods. Instead of transport-
ing their foodgrains, fertilizers
and other items, up to Dhaka,
they are now selling their im-
ports to dealers in Chittagong
who then find the door to door
road network to distribute
those all over the country,

ﬁ

— AFP photo

Rly asked to

improve service
The Mints-
ter Oli Ahmad yesterday di-
rected the Bangladesh Railway
10 lake measures (o improve
its service o passengers and
other customers, reports BSS
The minister asked the de-
partmential heads and officers
roncerned (o improve tLhe
siate of cusiomer serviee and
sirictly maintain the cleanii-
ness of the carriages
mmwtnﬁ
rectives al a special develop-
ment and operstional review
muﬂtm Bangladesh
Ratlway he chaired.

The minister also gave di-
Mmﬂmmmmmum-

Akhtaruzzaman
planned Zahir's
murder;: PW
tells court

A prosecution witness said
in a court in Dhaka yesterday
that Akhtaruzzaman Chow-
dhury Babu MP was the pla-
nner of the murder of in-
dustnalist Humayun Zahir,
court sources said, reports
UNB.

They said he ‘alsq gave Lhe
details of how, when and in
what manner the plan of mur-
der was execuied for a sizeable
amount of money. Zahir. 45,
was shot dead at his Dhanmon-
di residence on April 8, 1993.

The Additional District and
Sessions Judge Second Court
recorded the deposition of
Alam in the Advocate Humayun
Zahir murder case.

Two killed
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Dal. Zamaluddin. 35. Jalil. 35.
Ali Akbar. 26. Dulal Mia. 26 —
all workers of the mii— were
admitted to the Gazipur sadar
hospital.

Our Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH)] correspon-
dent says. Amanullah died on
the spot while Noor Md Kazi at
the Chest Diseases Hospital
yesterday noon. Both of them
sustained stab injuries during
the clash between the Sramik
Dal and the Sramik League at
Lthe Quashem Cotton Mills.

The rival groups used
hockey sticks. and sharp
weapons and blasted bombs
during the clashes.

'Opposition calls

ple including retired civil ser-
vani Shah M Abul Hossain frem

Mehendingan| of Barisal dis-
trict. who joined BNP in the
city lastnight. the Prime
Minister said such pro-

grammes would lead to de-

coincides with the Euromoney
International Investment
Conference m Dhaka. a meet-
ing of more than 200 foreign
investors. About 500 local en-
trepreneurs will also be partic-
ipating in the meet to seek
joint venture opportunities.
The Prime Minister said
BNP has reached the fruits of
production-oriented politics to
the common people because it
believes in people's welfare,

Alim, Fazil & Kamil

exams results

The resulis of Alim. Farzil
and Kamil examinations of
1994 held in September and
(ctober last year under Lhe
Bangladesh Madrassah Board
were published yesterday re-
porie HSS

Arcording to a board notifi
cation the percenitage of pass
is B3 A7 in Alvm exansinalions
A7 54 n Fazil and BS 25 in
Karrdl examinal ions

Festival bonuses
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eligible sen ol the deceased
will be given priority for the
peaks

She assured the village po-
lice that i the present trend of
development continued, the
governmenul could Lake up
mote wellare afiented sieps
for Lhwemn

Fhe FPrime Minister said
the village police is considered
as an auxilary lorce of the law
enforcing agency Iis mem
bers have dlsy been playing an
important role 1n collecting
reveriue of undon parshad and
i development eflorts.

"Hangladesh comprises
N6 000 villages Aboutl B0 per
cent of the countuymen live in
the villages This 18 why the
development of the country
depends on Lhe improvement
of vondition of rural
she said and stressed tl'u: need
tor peace and discipline lor
ensunng development in all
spheres ol sociely

AL procession
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How the BNFP government
will provide Dal-Bhat for all
with rice and lentil selling at
Tk 20 and Tk 38 per kg re-
speetively just before the holy
month of Ramadan. the Awami
League chief wondered. :

Hasina questioned the wis-
dom of the Prime Ministers
remarks that the country
would export rice alfter meet-
ing the local demand. "Bul
reality is that high prices of
rice and other essentials have
left millions of pcnple hungry.”
she said. ,

The AL President said the
BNP government had raised
prices of fertiliser four times
in last four years. This gov-
ernment has proved inefficient
to run the country and sur-

all records of corrup-
tion and politicisation, she al-

leged.

a he Bai [u % DHAKA SUNDAY jiwan'r 22, 1995
1 hr' Midnight Filc}

TUNIS Jan 21+ Interior Mimisters from six
b srddering thrhlr:tltumnmmﬁhuthdqu
Islamic fundamentalisi violence
organised crime. The informal talks are the first of their

efforts 10 combal

Y

10 be held by Algeria. France. ftaly. Portugal. Spain and

Tumnisia. reports AFP.

JP rally at
Natore foiled
From Our Correspondent

3 killed in Ctg
road mishap

CHITTAGONG. Jan 2I:
Thsee peopie were killed and

NATORE. Jan 21: Agroup of 20 others injured in an acci-

militant youths foiled
rally of the Jatiya Plrty.;-‘ﬁ

The attack canw soon after

the JFs acting chief Mizanur

ught out a procession

Student shot dead
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January 29 in protest against
the killing of Joydip Dutta

Bappl
The feachers representa-
of the DU took
decision at a yrs-
terday evening with Vice
Chancellor Professor Emaj-
wddin Ahmed in the chair.

The meeting alleged that all
these Kkillings were pre-

|

i

X

planned
The teachers st Con-
demned yesterday's and

hoped the authorities would
take steps In arresti the
killers of Bappi and “

tuation if the killers are not ar-
resied and pat on Lral imake
diaiedy  The tend hers sald

i & stalrment. the Chair:
man of the Deparunent of Ma-
se Communication and Jour

nabisin. Dr A A M 8 Arefin
Siddique also condeled the
ilhing

b e beaders of the Jagan
nathh Hall Stodenis Undon and
hall residents held a rally in
lront of ke olficial residence
of the Vice Chancellor last
ruighut

e students urged the VC
U Lake effed tive measures for a
i€t Fofisit -ITee Calfipus.

The VC assured the stu-
dents of stern action against
Lhe lerrorisis. ,

dhe VC will meet the Hall
FProvost, House Tutors and hall
students union leaders this
afternoon (Sunday) to discuss
Lhier sititatud

Hasina demands
arrest of killers

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina has strongly con-
demned and protested the
brutal killing of Joydwip Dutta
Choudhury alias Bappi. a final
veur studernt ol the Journalism
Department of Dhaka Uni-
versity

Bappi. also an activist of the
AL-backed Chhatra League. was
murdered on ‘the un'lvcrsu_',r
campus yesterday allegedly by
his rivals in the Chhatra Lea-
pue.

Hasing. in a statemefd is-
sued to the press last rﬂghl;. al-
leged that the government-
backed terrorisis had killed

Bappi and demanded immedi- .
ate arrest of the killers and in-
vestidation inw the incident.

ADCOM

dent at Madanhat in Shita-
kunda t(hana 20 kilometres
. on the

nccurred at abowut 8 pm'when a
speeding truck rammed into
group= of workers who were
returming home from a rally in
support of tomorrow's coun-
irywide rail-road blockade
programme called by jute and
cotion milis workers.

They said three workers of
the Saleh Carpet Mills died on

Police confirmed two
deaths and said (hree others
were, admitied to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital with
serious imjuries.

\ngry workers put barri-
« .wde on the highway disrpt-
u']l II'H" ll"lfl’ﬂ“.‘lﬂ'*‘m.

Dilip, Saira
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receive them.
Dilip Kumar. now in his
seventies. will also be' accor-

lor primary commodities in-
creased by 16 48 per cent
while the vnlumt wan
up by 5.28 per cent. For the
industrial commodities, the
price index rose by 2.28 per
cent while the export volume

The fru::n food sector

fetched 106.52 million dollars.
exceeding the target by 77 .53

Per cent, as against an earning
of 72.36 million dollars during
the same period of last vear.
The leather sector also did
well posting an earning of
95.59 million dollars com-
pared to last year's 3844 mil-

lion and prqcrmdurgﬁdﬁﬂ
midlion dollars.

as 4Tmnmm
the first quarter 6f 1993-94.

NEW HOME

719 Satmasjid Rd Dhanmondi R/A

W




