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Imran's views on politics

ISLAMABAD. Jan
21: Popular Pa
Ristani cricketer
and World Cup

l hero lmwan Khan
— —. — J“p he has no in
fention of hecoming Pakistan s
¥ prime minister given the exor-
“hitant cost of entering politics.

and s inherent dishonesty.
reparts AFP.
1 know that | cannot come

into a paolitical system where
to fight elections one needs
huge amounts of money.” he
saucl.

"l disagree with the system
in the United States where a
senator needs 14 million dol-
lars te fight an election. It
means one has to pay back to
money. often at the expense of
principles.” he said in a signed
article published here Friday.

Ilmran also said he was dis-
satisfied with the party system
in parliamentary democracies
“where in the name of party
discipline one has often to
hide the truth o even teil bla-
tant lies to the public.”

"In any case God has given
me so0 much respect in my
country. what can the pre-
miership of Pakistan give me?
he added.

His rejection came in the
wake of persistent media re-
ports that the nation — fed up
with its politicians — would
weilcome him if he opted to
form a party.

The charismatic all-ro-
mdr.-r who shal to prami-

nence alter Pakistan won the
World Cup in 1992 received
an enthusiastic response when
he appealed for donations W
build a multi-million dollar
cancer hospital in memory of
his mother who died of the
discase.

Housewives handed

him

IMRAN KHAN

their jewelry while small tra-
ders and students. whom he
calls "my real force.” joined his
45-day countrywide fund rais-

ing campaign.

A man in his native town of
Peshawar sold his bungalow to
donate some 80.000 dollars

when the former skipper an-
nounced he was short of 40

million dollars to complete his
[TUSSIOT]

Cheering crowds have
greeled him with chants of
Prime Minister Ilnyran Khan.'
Bul lwran. who has completed
the lirst phase of a modern
cancer hospital Iin eastern
Lahore city, said he could
serve his people in social work
and would like successive gov-
ernments “to support
ragher than be threatened by
me.

In his statement, Imran
wondered why his “spiritual
evolvement” had caused con
cern in certain circles who
dubbed him as anti-west.

“l feel that by a deeper un-
derstanding of Islam. | have
been able to control the desire
of the self and my real poten-
tial has been released,” he said.

"My Islam is tolerant of
other points of view and be-
lieves in the Koranic injunc-
tion. there is no compulsion in
religion,” he added.

However, he said he had
"nothing but contempt for
those Pakistani westernised
liberal atheists who are so in-
tolerant of anyone who talks
about Islam.”

Calling upon the nation to
learn to stand on ils own fee.
he said. "1 hate it when our
leaders or elite feel that by
licking the sole of the feet of
the foreign countries we will
somehow be given aid and we

will progress.”

Windies' first one—dazer agamst Kiwis today

AUCKLAHD Jan
. Winsion Ben-
jamin is likely to
{hu.- ruled out of
thc West Indies
- S.Idl.' for its
mg ot Jay cricket intcrnn—
tional against New Zealand on
Sunday at Eden Park. reports
AP

Benjamin blasted 74 off 60
balls. including six sixes and
four fours. and took four for 10
off eight overs ip the team's
105-run win over Awuckland
last Tuesday But he has a bad
chest jnfection and trained for
only a short time in.the final
net session Saturday.

New Zealand lost three
players (o suspensions on
Thursday following an alleged
marijjuana- use scandal on the
recerml tour of South Africa.

That controversy was the
final biow against New Zealand
cricket’'s battle for credibility
in the past week. Both man-
ager Mike Sandlant and eoach
Geofl Howarth resigned afler a
disappointing South African

tour where New Zealand lost -

Kafelnikov

MELBOURNE.
Jan 21: Fast-ri-
sing Rusalan ten
nis player Yevge
iy Kafeinikov be-
lieves he is ready
o mount a serious challenge at
a Grand Slam (ournament,
reports AP '
Kafelnikov. 20, climbed
from 104 al the end of 1993 1o
his current standing of 12th.
He scored eight wins over
top 10 players last year and
won ATP tournaments n Ade-
ide, Copenhagen and Long
island. New York, for a 67-28
singles match record
1Tm getting older. | don't
lecl like a jursor anymore ° Lhe
|Oth-seeded Kafelnikov smid
alter his 4-6 6-1] 6-2. 76
110-8] third round win owver
Swede Jonas Bjorkman at the
Australian Open on Saturday
I'm not a veteran but from
match o match Im getting
more expenence. Before |
came here | fedt like | could do
Theres no quesuon the
next big point would be 1w do
something big in a Grand Slamn
“Thas is the biggest chance
for me 10 do so. There's no
guesiion tlus is casiesi of

. L]
married
ARLES France. Jan 21
French tennis ace Henri
Leconte met his match off-
court Friday as he married
Marie Sara in the southern vil-
lage of Les-Saintes-Manes-de-
la-Mer. famed for its annual
E‘g'!‘ pligrimages. reports

The partners. both aged 31,
' tied the knot in a ceremony at
the local Sainte Sarah church
attended by a crowd of well-
wishers and journalists.

Aecompanied by their
couple then rode through the
village in a horse-drawn coach
escoried by local “icnights”
clad in traditional costume.

“It's the greatest event of
my life "~ shouted Marie Sara
an emperi in local-style bull-
fighting on horseback. to on-
lookers

Henri Lecomte. hugely
popular in France and
for his swashbuckling tenmis
and for helping the national
leam 1o viclory in the 199]
Davis Cup. said: “The Davis Cup
was great but this marriage is
even better *

the Test series 2-1 and failed
to win a one-day international.

Chris Pringle, one of the
best limited-overs bowlers in
the world. was deopped from

WINSTON BENJAMIN
the New Zealand team Jor un-
specified of]-field misbehavior

in South Africa not related to
- the drug scandal

West Iindies raptain
Courinéy Wal- h said his”side
had ignored ' ¢ problems with

IGrand Slam) tournaments be-
cause there are no oulside
disiractions. no managers, no-
body following you — and you
can get practice courts.”
Kafelnikov has worked hard
to improve his physical st
rength, an area bhe fell let him
down in 1994 in the majors,
although he did make the
fourth round at the US Open in

‘1 wasn't strong physically
and the best of five sets was a
bt ,

|

W Benjamin may not play

New Zealand cricket.

West Indies manager David
Holford said Benjamin was un-
likely to be named in the

ﬁquud ol 12.
New Zealand will not name

the team until the morning of
the match but it is likely that
one of the pace bowlers — ei-
ther newtomer Roydon Hayes
or the expensive but attacking

Simon Doull — will be left out.

WEST INDIES Mikely): Co-
urtnev Walsh (captain). Brian
Lara (vice-captain). Sherwin
Campbell. Stuart Williams
Keith Arthurton. Roland
Holder., Shivnarine Chander-

paul. Jimmy Adams. Anderson
Cummins. Curtly Ambrose,
Kenny Benjamin, Rajindra

NEW ZEALAND (from). Ken
Rutherford (captain). Danny
Morrison (vice-captain), Bryan
Young. Mark Douglas. Andrew
Jones, Adam Parore. Shane
Thomson. Nathan Asile., Gavin
Larsen. Justin Vaughan, Dipak
F‘nlrl Roydon Haves S mon

irtzczziQV'tivanﬁtzw"

second round at last year's
Australian Open after stretich-
ing warld No | and eventual

He said the rubberized
Rebound Ace surface a8l the
National Tennts Center was to
his Wiing

You can deo lﬂ‘flhlnl Yo
want here, stay on the bassline
or serve and volley " he said 1
think s periect lor every
Body .

Kalelnikov next faces No B
seed Todd Martin from the
United Stales

French tennis ace Henri Leconte and his bride, bullfighter
Marie Sara, wave to a cheering crowd during their wedding
in Saintes-Maries-de-la- Mer, southern France on Jan 20

— AFP phote |

me

Steve Waugh in |
marauding mood

SYDNEY. Jan 21 Australian
all-rounder Steve Waugh sinas
shed ah unbeaten 156 as New
South Wales revived their
laltering Sheflield Shield cam
paign with a resolute batting
display against Tasmania on
Friday. reports Reuter.

Waugh's century, his fifth in
11 Innings at Hobart's Belle
rive Owval, helped the Shield
champions reach 298 {or three
at close of play on a rain-
allected first day of their four-
day match

Waugh. acting New South
Wales captain in the absence of
Mark Tavlor who was rested
scored his runs from 188 balls
alter winning the toss and
clecling to bal. .

He clubbed 22 fours and

shared a 167-run partnership

for the third wicket with fel
low Test batsman Michael Be:
van. who contributed 70 runs.

New South Wales
Tasmania share last place In
the Shield standings on eight
points.

In Brisbane. Queensland
and Australia A paceman Greg
Rowell took four wickets for
48 w0 help reduce visitors
Western Australia to 178 for
nine at close of play orra rain-
disrupted first day at the
Cabba

Western Australia opener
Mike Veletta was reported for
dissent after protesting against
his dismissal for 22.

The veteran batsman was
clearly upset after being given

out to a cateh behind the
stumps off fast bowler Carl
Rackemann

Veletta was reprimanded
lor dissent following a similar
incident during Western Aus-
tralias Shield match against
Tasmania last weekend.

WSC may've done
Bevan good

ADELAIDE. Jan 2]: The
controversial inclusion of the
Australia A side in this sum-
mers World Series competi-
tion could yet be the life raft
that rescues Michael Bevan's
floundering Test cricket ca-
reer, reports AFP.

The Australian Test selec-
tors will link up by telephone
Sunday to settle on a 12 for
the fourth Ashes Test against
England, starting at the
Adelaide Oval here on Australia
day,

Bevan made a sparkling de-
but in the seriés in Pakistan
st October but has fourd the
going hard on home soil. scor
ing just 81 runs in his five in-
nings against England

The left-hander seemed
doomed after his miserable
double of eight and seven in
the third Test at Sydney but
he A team allowed Bevan & ve
hicle to rediscover his towch

Demoted to the second
side. Bevan responded with
knocks of 106 and 73 lmu‘:
his four innMngs and reeled
a solid hall-century against
Tasmania Friday

Bevan s rivals have not heen
in riveting form and the selec-
tare could yet offer one last
chance that must be taken
here

On the bowling side. apin
ner Tim May will nervously
awail hia fate

May tore a hamstring al
most a lortnight ago and his
resulis were poor over the first
three Tests with just one
wicket falling to the off spin-
ner '

The wuring teams for New
Zraland and the West Indies
art also due o b named soon
jrossibly as carty as Sunday

Nash repents

WELLINGTON Jan 2] New
Zealand cricketer Dion MNash
has decided not Lo upi.u'.ul
against a Uwer malch suspen

sion imposed on hMm lor al
legedly smoking cannabas dur
INg New Zealand s recent towur

of South Alrca tus lawyer saud
Saturday reporis AF

Nash. Stephen Flemung and
Malthew Han were suspended
on Thursday for three one-day
intermatonals against the West
Indies, after admitung w Leam
managemen! that they sinoked
cannabis while on 1our

Flemnng and Hart have pub
licly apologised bul Nash was

0 appeal against the suspen-
shOr

e Northern Districis all
rounder, whose contract with
English county Middiesex is in
jeopardy because of the inci
dent. sald he had deeided to
let the matter rest

Lawyer Kevin Ryan said
Nash felt lodging an appeal
wouild generate more publicity

The limited-over series be
Iween New Zealand and the
West Indies starts at Eden
Park in Auckland on Sunday

(Qsaka marathon
cancelled

TORYO. Jan 21 The Osaka
international women's mara-
thon scheduled for January 29
has been cancelled followi
Tuesday's earthquake. whnz
killed more tLhan
people, an offictal of the le-n
Amateur Athletics Federation
said today. reports Reuter

“The race course is nol
damaged by the quake. but we
cannot stage the Osaka race

near the guake-hit area.” the
official said

Spert _
Agass s advice for punters

and

- MELBOURFNE.

Jan 21: Andre
Agassi, the tennis
gambler from Las
Vegas, Saturday

advised fans to
back him to win the Australian
Open, reports AP.

The

e

llamboyant American,

he appeared to have Raflgr In
trouble; But in the opening
game of the fourth set, a chair
umpire over-rule jupset the
South African.’

‘With Ondruska serving at
40-30. the linesman ruled a
shot by 'Rafter wide. But
International Tennis Federa-

8 _-?_..:n' —
g o

- —

Navko Sawamatsu of Japan celebrates her win over
compatnot Kimiko Date at the Australian Open in

Melbourne vesterday Sawamatsu wen 3

the No 2 seed in the men's
singles. scored his third suc-
cessive siraight-sets victory
Saturday. beating Greg Ruse-
dski of Canada 6-2. 6-4. 6-2 iIn
Gnseasonably cold. windy
conditions

Agassi mixed up powerful
groundstrokes with some defi
lobs. winning in just 82 min-

utes

His victory meant eight
Americans will contest the
round of 16 — the most at the
Australian since | 982 —
arit! more piay the other.

Agassi now [aces Australia
Pal Rafter who advanced in a
cantroversial Ave-sétter with
South Alrican Marces Ond
ruska that énded early Sunday
merning. Rafler beat Ondruaka
63 16 36 62 61

After Ondruska took the
secornd and third sets easily.

Ak hiler

performers 1n

Parveen

-6, 6-3, 6-3
— AFP photo

tion umpire Wayne McKewen
of Australia over-ruled the
linesman and said the ball was
g

instead of the point going
Ondruska s way and giving him
the first game of the fourth
set. Ralfter got the point and
wenil on to break Ondruska en
route to lis easy fourth-set
wir

Raliter broke Ondruska to
opén the deciding set and
Again in the seventh game.

Ondruska. who won only four
games “from the point the

over-rule. also became upset in
the fifth det with crowd noise
ihat often interrupted play.

Agassi's compatriots Aaron :

Krickstein. Patrick McEnroe
and David Wheaton all won
maiches Saturday. while two
time champion Stefan Edberg

overcame the hlustery wind In
= ——

-— e

1] Keelat Ara Khan,
the annual

KHajarbagh Police Lines School

the two succex=lul
sports competition of the
are seen with special guest

Shahneez Hussain who gave away prizes among the

wWiliners .

— Star photo
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beating German Hendrik
Dreekmann in straight sets to
also advance to the last 16,
The Swede, seeded No 6,
won 7-6 (10-8), 6-2, 6-3 in

just over two hours after saving

a set point in the first set.

The match was halted
briefly by rain with Dreekmann
leading 4-3 in the tiebreaker.
Edberg then took command
after staving off the set point at
9-6. clinching the set with an
ace.

Edberg rmow plays Kri-
ckstein. a. 6-1. 6-4, 7-6 (7-1)
winner over Petr Korda of the
CzecH Republic.

McEnroe won 6-3. 6-2, 6-4
against David Prinosil of
Germany - leaving that country
without a representative in the
fourth round.

Wheaton won through to
the fourth round with a 7.6 (8-
6). 6-4, 6-3 win over Italian
Renzo Furlan in a match that
was halted by rain late Friday

Jacco Eltingh of the
Netherlands served 13 aces.
repeatedly rushed the net and

ousted No 14 seed Thomas
Muster of the Austria 6 3 6-2
2-6, 7-5.

No. 10 seed Yevgeny

Kafelnikov of Russia downed
Jonas Bjorkman of Sweden 4
6. 6-1, 6-2, 7-6 (10-8).

Noako Sawamatsu of Japan,
whose family home was flat-
tened by the devastating
earthquake in Kobe on Tuesday
and whose best friend still is
missing, continued her run at
the tournament with a 3-6. 6
3. 6-3 third-round win over
her seventh-seeded- compa-
triot Kimiko Dale In the wo-

men s singles

Sawamatsu beat Date for
only the second time in eight
meetings and reversed her
loss to her compatriot In the
Asian Games final in Hiroshtma
in September

It was one of two early
upseils in women's singles ac-
tion

Angelica Gavaldon on
Mexico downed No 15 Lorl
McNeil of the United States 2-
6. 6-3. 8-6. Gavaldon's cause
was helped by 12 double faults
and 60 unforced errors by
McNeil, who at 3] is a decade
her senior.

Gavaldon. who was a quar-
terfinalist here in 1990, now
faces No 3 seed Jana Novotna
of the Czech Republic. who
had some uncomfortable mo-
mentis before defeating Ame-
rican Lisa Raymond 6-1, 3-6,
9-7 In a 124-minute struggle
that featured 12 breaks of

SETVe
Ardmtxa Sanchez-Vicario ol

Spainsthe top seed in a Grand
Slam event for the first time,
defeated error-prone Ameri-
can Zina Garrison Jackson 6- 1.
6-3 in 66 minutes and now
plays Karina Habsudova of
Slovakia

Sanchez-Vicario maintained
her career domination of
Garrison Jackson. She has won
10 of the 12 times they have
played.

Habsudova defeated Melke
Babel of Germany 2-6, 6 1. 6-
3. breaking her opponent’s
serve seven time during the

! match

No. 11 seed Mary  Joe
Fernandez of the United States
defeated South African Amanda
Coetzer 6-3, 5-7. 6-2.

Barbara Paulus of ‘Austria
equalled her best performance
in a Grand Slam when she ad-
vanced (o the last 18 with a 6-
1. -3 win over Sabine Appel-
mans of Belgium In just 56
minutes and now plays Ame-
rican Marianne Weade! Witme-
ver, a winner over Elrna Ma
karova of Ruasaia 6-2 6 0

The tournament sponsored
by Ford. is being played on
rubberized Rebound Ace
courts. It offers prize money of
US dirs 6 2 milllon and con-
tinues through Jan 29.

i
f
-

l died from his injuries.

Islamic
J
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AUSSIE OPEN
A GLANCE

MELBOURNE, Jan 2] (AP):
Highlights and key information
Saturday from the Australian
Open tennis championship:

Weather: Gusty winds, brief
rainy periads but mostly sunny
and cool; high of 18C (64F).

Attendance: 16,897 day,
10,553 night; 27.450 total for
the day. |

Results: Second seed Andre
Agassi and sixth seed Stefan
Edberg advanced, as did top
women's seed Aranixa Sanchez
Vicario and third seed Jana
Novotna.

Upesets: Naoko Sawamatsu
beal countryman, close [riend
and seventh seed Kimiko Date
of Japan 3-6, 6-3, 6-3;
Angelica Gavaldon of Mexico
beat 15th seed Lori McNeil of
the United States 2-6. 6-3, 8-
6, Jacco Eltingh of the
Netherlands beat 14th seed
Thomas Muster of Austria.

Injuries: None reported.

Stat of the day: Eight.
American men have moved
into the round of 16 for the
first time In |3 years at the
Australian Open

Quote: "Everybody plays
ugly tennis in this kind of
wind.” Novotna on her wind-
blown win over American Lisa
Raymond.

Sunday’'s highlights: Top
seed Pete Sampras plays 15th-
seeded Magnus Larsson of
Sweden: fifth seed Michael
Chang and ninth-seeded Jim

Courter also play their round-
ol 16 matches: women's sec-
ond seed Conchita Martinez
plays Irina Spirlea of Romania,
fourth seed Mary Plerce of
France and sixth seed Lindsay
Davenport of the United States
also play.

Algerian soccer
federation chief
gunned down

ALGIERS, Jan 21: The
president of Algeria's Tootball
federation, Rachid Haraigue,
was shot and killed early today
by suspected Islamic militants,
security services said. reports
AFP.

They said "armed terror-
ists” struck at 7:30 am (0630
GMT) has Haraigue. 58 was
preparing to drive away from
his home in central Algiers.

Haraigue, appointed soccer
federation head only last year,
was taken to hospital where he

AT

Terrorists™ is the term
used officially to designate
fundamentalists who
have waged a three-year insur-’
gency against the military-
backed secular regime.

At least 20,000 people are
estimated to have been killed
since in the conflict which
has escalated into virtual civil
WAr.

Dubai Dessert
golf results

DUBAIL. Jan 21: American
Fred Couples fired a 4-under
par 68 Saturdav and climbed
into a tie with Scotland's Colin
Montgomerie lor the third-
round lead in the Dubai Desert
Classic. They have 54 hole
scores of 202. reports AP.

Monigomerie. who led by
three strokes going into the

round. had trouble with his -

putting on Lhe back nine and
shot a 71.

Defending champion Ernie
Els of South Africa had. a 67
Saturday and- shared third
place with Greg Norman. one
siroke whind the co leaders.
Norman had a 69 in the third
round

Nick Price of Zimbabwe was

at 204 with Sweden s Pierre

Fulke Price had a 69 Saturday.
while Fulke vet 1o win a tour
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Today's Cryptoquip clue: Y equals C
The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one
letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
will equal O throughout the puzzie. Single letters, short
words and words using an apostrophe give ypu clues to
locating vowels. Solution s by trial and error.




