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Goods worth
Tk 50,000

looted
From Our Correspondent

PATUAKHALL. Jan 21 A
daring daceity commitied at
village Kudbarchar of Majid-
barta uwnion ¥ Mirzagonje
thana of the district in which
the dacoits looted cash. gold
ornaments and other valuables
worth about Taka 50 thousand.
The house owner Wares Ali
Khan was badly wounded by
the attack of the dacoits and
his daughter. Reba, 22, died al
the Amtali hospital following
her unconsciousness during
the dacoity

It is reported that. a gang of

dacoits numbering about 10 to
12 armed with lethal weapons

at midnight broke into the
house of Wares Ali Khan. beat
the inmates and looted cash.
gold ornaments and other
valuables worth about Taka 50
thousand.

Malana spreads
in epidemic
form in Kurigram
From Our Correspondent

KURIGRAM. Jan 21: Malaria
has broken oul in epidemic

form al village Panchgachi in-

Kurigram sadar thana

As many as 200 people have
been found affected by the
malarial parasite called
Plasmodium Vivax. when blood
test was conducted by Health
Department. among only 100
people of the village.

It is learnt from a reliable
source that there are more
than 2000 people in the vil-
lage. who are likely to suffer
from the disease.

It is assumed Lhat in the ad-
joining areas Malaria may
spread soon if mass-spraying of
DDT is nol ucted.

When contacted, the Civil
Surgeon Kurigram informed
this corréspondent that medi-
cal team has been working
there to control the spread of
the disease. But he did not say
anything statistically and defi-
nitely as Lo what pragmatic
- steps had been taken. and how
far the said team had suc-
ceeded to control the out-
break of the disease.

Hpusewife
commits
suicide
From Our Correspondent

PATUAKHALI. Jang21 : A
housewife. Kurshina Begum.

25. committed suicide at vil-
lage Kishmat Moukaron of

Lankathi union under
Patuakhali sadar thana re-
cently.

the hospital
4 Shibir activists
get life-term for
killinﬁ JCD member

IR, Jan"2 ) ;: Four ac-
tivisis of the Islami Chhatrs
Shibir were senlenced to lile
imprisonment Sunday on

while returning
home by the rival group follow-

idrntified as Abu Saced. 40, of

village . "hernigas in the "."Iﬂ:h.r
tha .

Obituary
From Our Correspondent
SATKHIRA. Jan 21: Md

Komoruddin Sardar. father of
Prof Abu Ahmed, Satkhira
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SYLHET Jau 21 Al prepa
rations hove bwen laken
hold the vlection of the Sylhet
Pourashava woday. From the
difterent peoinis of view. the
municipal elecuon here has
got an additional unportance
to the Sylhet Pourashava would

' be considered as the new di-

visional headquarters and fresh
arcas had already been in
Clhuded in the municipal areas.

A K M Kumal

The areas have been ex-
lended to 14.25 square miles
from its previous area of 3.5
square miles. The number of
wards have also been raised to
13 from five. The total number
ol volers now stands at one
lakh 84 thousand-477 includ-
ing 71.614 male and the rest
52.833 l[emales.

The authorities has taken
up necessary steps to hold the
elections peacefully. Fiftysix
presiding officers have already
been appointed for 56 centres
while the number of polling of-
ficers stands at 506. Elections
will be held between 7 am and
2 pm. without any break.
Additional police forces has
been arranged [or each polling
centre. =

The Sylhet Pourashava has a
very well-known history of its
own. It was established in
IB78B. As per government
ruiles. the office of Chairman of
pourashava was being held by
the Deputy Collector (Deputy
Conmimissioner] till the year
1887. Rai Bahadur Dulal
Chandra Dev was elected the
first chairman of Sylhet Poura-
shava in the year 1887 Khan
Bahadur Abdul Majid was the
first elected Muslim chairman
of Sylhet pournshava. So far. 24
elected chairmen shouldered
the responsibility of running
the Sylhet Pourashava. ,

Since the liberation, four
eleclions were held so far in
the Sylhet Pourashava. These
were in 1973, 1977, 1984 and
in 1989,

This is the lifth elections.
being hold on January 22 As
many as || candidates are
contesting for the office of
Chairman while the total
number of candidates for the
26 posts of ward commission-
ers stands at 182 However,
two candidates have with
drawn their candidatures after
Lthe scheduled date of with-
drawal They are Organising
Secretary of the District Jatiya
Party. Azizur Rahman Asiz who
withdrew his candidature In
suppert of the JP candidate
Abxlullah Siddiguers

The last minutes campaign
of the candidales reached
high piich Friday r mid.
night the vigorous campalgn
like: meetings. processions

have been siopped. However,
the door 1o door contact was
still going on in mohallas.
the election of this lo-
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From Igbal Siddiguee

cal body is not generally eon
sidered as something political.
almost all the political parties
have already involved them
seives with the event, Central
leaders have also joined the
election campaigns

Awaini League central lead-
ers like Abdur Razzaque,
Suranjit Sen Gupta. Dewan

Badruzzaman Selum

Farid Gazi. Nurul Islam Nahid,
Sultan Mohammad Mansur,
Fazlur Rahman and Chittagong
City Corporation Mayor Alhaj
Mohiuddin Chowdhury at-
tended the last minute meet-
ing of Awami League supported
candidate for the chairman-
ship. "Badruddin Kamran.
Kamran. a sitting ward com-
missioner was also elected
Ward C issioner twice ear-
lier. He has attracted the cross
section of people. Kamran, the
General Secretary of Sylhet
town Awami League has said.
“if elected 1 will run the
pourashava through forming
development colnmittees. |
will keep mysell above party
interests while running the
pourashava.” He also said that,
from the experience he gath-
ered during the three terms
of commissionership He

would try his best to run the

public organisation with the
help of elected commissioners
and employees and senior citi-
zens. He thinks that, there is
no need for raising the taxes in
running the pourashava. There
are good soufces of Income
here. Proper utilisation and
management can ensure a
smooth development. he
added He considers the water

crisis, pitiable condition of
roads, insufficient streel
Mghting. improper drainage

systemn and extortion and ille-
gal toll collection are some of
the major problems of (his
town. Kamran hopes of taking
effective measures to solve
these, il elected

The sitting chairman AFM
Kamal Advocale is also a strong
candidate for the chairman
ship of this Important town,
and newly formed divisional
headquarters This vyear. he
has been in Lhe responsibility

for the last eleven years. He
was elected chairman in 1984
and 1989. A non-partisan can-
didate, Kamal Is at a good posi-
tion naturally due to his per-
sonal contact with all classes of
people. People would positively
see what Kamal had done dur-
ing his long 11 years of chalir-
manship. He had taken up big

Babrul Hossain

Abdullah Siddiguee

projects during the last few
years. he said Some of them
are underway while some has
already been completed.
People have already started
getting benefits out of these,
he added. "I elected. 1 will try
my best to convert the
pourashava into a municipal
cooferation as Sylhet has al-
ready been declared as the
sixth administrative division.” |
will also try to finish the in-
complete schemes. +The pou-
rashava has already been inc-
luded in the “Ten Town Deve-
lopment Programme funded
by the Asian Development
Bank. Kamal said. which has
began two years ago.

Kamal said. as the local
bodies are not considered as
the political ones. politics
should be kept away in running
the such organisations. he
maintains, adding that he
considers all his rivals as
strong candidates

Babrul Hossain Babul. Chief
of 'Jago Sylhet is another

strong candidate for the
chairmanship this year A
former pourashava and the
then upazila chairman of
Sylhet sadar. spread his
publicity through organising
the movement ‘Jago Sylhet

during the last one and a half
years over different demands
of greater Sylhet region
Though he was once a veteran
Awami Leaguer. he has remain
away from any political
organisation for the last few
years. Once he also joined BNP
and later the JP

Rabul would ensure maxi.
mum facilities for the lLown
dwellers with mundmum tases

The Jamaal e lslami has
backed Md Kutubuddin advo
cate In (he election lor the

past of ( hairman A former

National
' Sylhet town inhabitants elect their
pourashava chairman today

Ward Commissioner, Kutubu-
ddin says, the people who
could not solve the huge
problems of the pourashava
during the last decade, they
can never be able to solve
these In the near future. He
also thinks that, good people
should be elected for a clean
and beautiful town. He would
also try his best to convert the
pourashava Into a municipal

.'.1 ki ._ ..;-_? :
Qutubuddin
corpgration. Kutubuddin would
attract a good part of the right-
ist forces, many observed.
Moulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami, central Jamaat leader
also joined the campalign in
favour of Kutubuddin. Nizami
said. honest people should be

clecled. Otherwise, problems
can not be solved.

General Secretary of
District Jatlya Sramik Party
and Joint-Secretary of district
Jatiya Party Abdullah Siddigui
is another candidate for the
chairmanship. He said that. he
had stood In the elections to
solve the longstanding prob-
lems of the century-old
pourashava He considers the
corruption as the major prob-
lem. Besides, traffic jam.

drinking water. drainage sys-
tem are also some other seri-
ous probiems have gripped the
town- -dwellers. Absence of

proper leadership had caused
all these. he said.

JP central leader Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury and Nila
Chowdhury joined the cam-
paign in favour of Abdullah

Siddiqui.
The ex-president of Sylhet
district unit of Jativatabadi
Chhatra Dal and presently co-
ordinator of the organisation
for greater Sylhet Badruzz-
aman Selim in also another
sirong candidate for the
chairmanship He is backed by
the BNP Selign has got a good
number of workers and sup-
porters from the young and
students community. Though
supported by the BNP. none of
the MPs or any central leader
had joined the meetings or
processions. it is observed

Selim said that. he would
launched a vigorous develop-

men! programme in the newly
formed divisional headquar-

ters As the present govern-
ment has began a large scale
development movement
throughout the country. Sylhet
would also benefil. he added
He sought cooperation from all
sections (o win the electibns
He also commilas to convert
the town as a municipal corpo-
ration_ il elected

Other candidates for the
chairmanship are, Professor
Maksud All. Alauddin and
Chowdhury Swapna Muhit. Lhe
lone female candidate
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Rise in expenses, number of schools

Standard of education declining

SATKHIRA. Jan 21: The
number ol schools and their
rxpenses both are rising but
the standard of education is
declining.

There are 3 0 4 junior high

| schools which have three

classes from V1 o VIII. These
schools siluated. in rural areas.
have been running since the
Pakistan period.

The condition of these
schools are dilapidated, "as
these have neither gualified

| teaching stafl nov satisfactory

errolment yet some of the

| schools have been 90
per cent government
This is no doubt. of

government fund for so called

| ‘edueation’. During British rule.

there were 4 class ME schoois

imnummm

compuisory final examination
#t the snd of class VI. Those
who could pass that examina-

Lo woiild be allowed to be
wduwiied into class VI, Afier
passing thal examination. Lhe
bovs could show hetter results

; Bengali
Arithmetic were taught in such
‘& way as no students would fail

introduced any final examina-
tion. So they are nominally

P

Housewife

chopped to
death, husband

arrested

From Staff Correspondent
BARISAL Jan 21 One Hiron
Beguun, 25, of Nandapur village
under Bakergan) thana of
Barisal disirict was mysteri-
ously killed recently
Her body wae recovered by

Bakergan) thana police re _

cently from a paddy field
iwarby her house

Bakergan] police arrested
Abul Hossain, 30. husband of

According to Abul Hossain,
his wile, Hiron Begum was
chopped o death by two mis-
creants following previous
enmity when they were com-
ing from Kabirajbari to their
house

But police is suspecting that
this mufder was committed by
Abul Hossain, himself

A case was lodged with

Bakerganj police in this con-
nection.

Two notorious
dacoits held

in Barisal
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Jan 21: Barisal
Kotwall police arrebled two
notorious dacoits, Abdus
Sattar, 28, and Md Nabir
Howlader, 31, from a boat on
Kirtan Khola river near
Rupatali recently.

Kotwali pelice also recov-
ered one pipegun, one shul-
tergun and two rounds of gun
cartridges from their pokses:
ston.
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In last five years

Contraband worth Tk 350 cr

seized from border areas

SATKHIRA, Jan 21 : The
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) recov-
ered smuggled goods worth
Taka 350 crore B3 lakh 28
thousand 9 hundred 98 from
different areas of the country
during the last five years. They
arrested a total of 12 thousand
7 hundred 91 alleged smug-
glers and lodged 90 thousand
76 cases with concerned
thanas during the period un-
der special anti-smuggling op-
erations, sald an official of
BDR

According to sources, dur-
ing the period from 1990 Lo
November 15, 1994, the BDR
personnel seized smuggled
goods worth Taka 294 crore
52 lakh 65 thousand 9 hun-
dred 64 while smuggled into
Bangladesh (rom India and
seized smuggled goods worth
Taka 56 crore 30 lakh 63
thousand 34 while smuggled
oul of Bangladesh Lo India.

According to the official
stalisties of the concerned au-
thoritics. smuggled goods
worth Taka 42 crore 4 lakh 69
thousand 2 hundred 12 were

52 thousand 45 in |
76 crore 69 lakh 94 thousand
6 hundred 47 In
Taka 52 crore
thousand 3 hundred 92

smugglers were arrested

From Our Correspondent

seized while smuggled into the
couldry from India in 1990,
Taka B0 crore
thousand 6 hundred 68 In

74 lakh 99
1991, Taka 62 crore 16 lakh
892. Taka

1993 and
86 Ilakh 50
in
1994 (upto November 15).

On the other hand, smug-

gled goods worth Taka 9 crore
69 lakh 69 thousand 8 hun-
dred 42 were seized while be
ing smuggled out of the coun-
try to India in 1990, Taka 13
crore 92 lakh 12 thousand |
hundred 61 In 1991, Taka 17
crore 14 lakh 14 thousand 1
hundred 9 |n
crore 76 lakh 24 thousand B
hundred i1 In 1993 and Taka
6 crore 74 lakh 42 thousand
61

1992, Taka B8

in 1994 (upto November
15).

A total of 3811 alleged
in
1990, 3318 smugglers in
1991, 2770 smugglers in

1992. 1819 smugglers in 1993

and 1073 smugglers In 1994
while

117687 cases were

lodged in 1990, 1325] cases
in 1991. 18655 cases in 1992,
23616 cases in 1993 and
22785 cases In 1994,
According to the source,
goods including various types

of vehicles, VCP, VCR. gar-
ments. clothes. salt, sugar,
cattle. bi-cycles. bi-cycle parts,
electronic parts. motorparts.
crockeries. machinery parts,
imitations, cosmetics. fruits,
polyester. wrappers. three
pleces. blouse pieces, phen-
sydile, fan bearings. wine,
drugs. blue film tapes, radio
parts medicines, gold, pe#ti-
cides, jute seeds, statue made
of bronze.. heroine, valuable
stones, opium, ganja. spices,
pulses, pressure cookers. TV
parts, dish antenna parts, cas-
setles. bed sheets. lungi. rice.
potatoes, diesel. coconut oil.
shoes, duplicate machine
rollers, carbon paper. cinema
flim reels. diesel injector
pump. utensils, matches. bidi,
tlangladeshi and: Indian cur-
rency. US dollar and many
other contraband items during
the period.

Sharp rise in prices of cotton

yarn in Pabna, Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ. Jan 21: Sharp
rise in prices of cotton yarn
seriously affect the handloom
orn nited cottage industries in

. g@realer Pabna district

It is gathered that there are
about 80 000 semi- automati
handlooms and 20.000 pit
looms in |7 thanas of Pabna
and  Sirajgan] districts
According wo offictal sources,
4.10.000 yards of cloth are
produced il all the looms are
in operation. Due to manifold
problems including erosion.
floods and time to time price
hike of cotton yarn. dyes,
chemicals and other inputs. 20
per cent of the handlooms re.
mained closed More than
three lakh people including
women and children were en-
gaged in this profession di-
rectly or indirectly in grealer
Pabiia district. Quality products
mcluding cotton sharl. lungi.

From Our Correspondent

cthuti, bed-sheet s lowels. syn-
thetic shart woolen sheets and
zamdanl shart are produced in
the handloom lactories.

During last few days, prices
il eollon varn have recorded
sarp rise. The [actory owners
are o pay more Tk 10.000 to
Tk 15.000 for one bale (400
lds) of cotton yarn. The hom
products of 40/1., 60/1 an
62/1 counts varn have in-
creased much. Imported yarn
price have also jumped con-
siderably. According to a
source of cotton mills owners,
crisis of raw cotton is the main
cause ol price hike of cotton
yarn. But the consumers of cot-
ton yarn have given different
opinibns. When contacted.
some handloom factory own-
ers. lokd this correspondent
that required quantity of cot-
lon varn is available if higher
prices are paid. So crisis of

raw colton. as the mill owners
sayv  is not acceptable.

The total economic system
of Sirajganj and Pabna district
depends on handloom ori-
ented cottage industries.
Abnormal price hike of cotton
varn yields higher cost of pro-
duction. Consequently. the lo-
cal products fail to compete in
the market with imported or
smuggled clothes. Some re-
puted handloom factory own-
ers have lold this correspon-
dent that if such situation pre- _

vails the sector will collapse
and 1housands of workers en-
gaged in the handloom facto-
ries will be rendered unem-
ployed

The knowledgeable sources
have opined immediate steps
by the higher authority to en-
sure supply of cottonyarn at
fair price to save handloom
oriented cottage industries of
greater Pabna district.

BNP govt 'violated' its own

election pledges : Mizan

TANGAIL. Jan 21: Jaliya
Party acting Chairman Mizanur
Rehman Chowdhury Wedne-
sday said the government
would have to resign ultimately
and announce Lhe date of next
general election under a care-
taker governmeni. reports
UNB :

‘It will be of no use killing
time ' he added. blaming the
government for dilly-dally in
accepiing the ogposition s res
ignation from parliament

The Speaker sometimes
lorget that he holds an Institu-
tional post, nol a party posi
on, the JP leader sald. while
widkdressing a public meeting at
the Bindubasini High School
ground in the alternoon

The meeting organised by
hstrict JP was also addressed
among others by Kozt Zalar

Ahmed. Shah Moazzem Hos
saln. Nur Mohammad Khan.
Shameem Al Mamun Fazlur
Rahman, Bulbul Khan Mahbub
and Advocate Mano|{ Kumar
Chowdhury District JP
President Shamsul Hagq
Talukdar presided.

Mizan Chowdhury sald, (f
anyone from the opposition is
thinking of returning to par.
lhament compromising with
the government. then it will be
an anti-constitutional act.

in such an event of violation
of law and the constitution. he
warned. the existence of the

country will come under
threat
“There Is no way one can

4 dacowts held
in N’'gan;j
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ  Jan 21:
Feur members of an inter-dis-
trict dacoil gang were arrested
from Pribardi under Sonargaon
thana here in the small hours

Police patreiling Pribard
area found a gang of 10 to 12

dacoits sittl on a truck
‘Na -8781) on

i

He sald the government
lost all moral and legal rights
to slay in power as it had
“violated™ its own election
pledges like increasing jute
prices. keeping rice price
stable and fixing minimum
wages al Tk 3,000 per month.

The JP acting chairman
urged the government to step
down immediately to pave the
way for holding election under
a caretaker government

Are Lhey hesitating o go to
election under a caretaker
government fearing loss of
most of their seats. he asked
pointing out that the present
government is the product of a
caretaker administration.

Mizan Chowdhury warned ol
an impending food crisis in
the country, saying that the
stowk of gramns has fallen o an
alarimmg level with the currend
sloc k heing six lakh tons in- "
sicad of the minimum seven
lakh tons

| Name of Work

DFP-1274 16/

One commits
suicide 1n
Patuakhali

From Our Correspondent

PATUAKHALIL
college student. Kartik Cha-
ndra Das. 20. committed
suicide at village Sutabaria of
Chiknikandl union under
Galachipa thana ol the district
on Tuesday.

It Is reported that. on the
day of occurrence at midnight
Kartik went oul of their house
and killed himseif by hanging
from the branch of a mango
tree at the bank of a nearby
pond.

He was the son of one Santi
Ranjan Bas and a student of
HSC class of Patuakhali Govt.
University College

He become mentally re-

tarded before his suicile. the
sources sakd.

Jan 21 : A

T Government of the People's' Republic
of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
PWD Division, Madaripur

Notice Inviting Tender
(Tender Notice No.40/94-95)

Scaled Tender in Bangladesh form No 2911 is hereby
inviied from Special Class-1iOne). Class-1(One) approved Bidg.
Contractor/Firm of PWD for the undermentioned work and
will be received by the undersigned as well as by the Executive
Engincer. PWD Divicion. Bansal/Bhola/Barguna/ Perojpur/
PatuakhalvThalokati/GopalgenyShanatpur up to 12.00 Noon
of 2-2-95 and will be opened on the same day at 12 15 PM in
presence of the ivtending tenderers who miay like 1 he remaun
presenf. The iender form will be sold up 1o | 2 95,

« Construcinom
Banack Building of Madanpur
Sadar Thana in comnection with
comstrin tiom ol 36 Nos Thama
Cum-Barrack Butkdhime i Dailerem
Dist. One at Madarspu.

Tk 3951 80(V= only.

Tk 79.036/= only

7(Seven) Months from the date of

wsue of work order.

Contract documents consisting of BD form No. 2911,
Notice inviting tender. Schedule of iems, Additional lerms
and conditions etc can be seen and obtained from the office of
the undersgned and the office of all Executive Engineers under
PWD Circle. Barisal on payment of usual charges during the
office hours on all working days.

An UD case was liled with

the Galachipa police 1n 1his
connection

I hana-Cum-

ASM
Executive Engineer,

l._l.l.._l.. ...._ . ’ Ia-




