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Opposition Needs to
Reconsider

Never before did an investment conference of
such an order —Ix)thk “;‘)lacem“dhlﬂfwmlld
representation — lake in t country. in-
deed the international conference, jointly organi-
sed by the prestigious London-based Eu
and our local Board of Investment (HOI) has
the makings of a great event but for the oppositi-
on-called hartals coinciding with the conference.

We are informed that the leaders of the -

tion political parties are also g to at the
conference. 1‘#;1: is NO reason (:.)ngelhﬂt that the

op?oallmn is unaware of the im of this
well-represented conlerence. e opposition
parties interest to rticipa

te in the meet is
indication of how they

cnuuqh value it. But their
hartal call at the 5&11;11# lll'lll:;i what sounds ex-
tremely confusing. ey make it a point to say
that tﬁr hartal programme was decided much
earlier. But to go by their own arguments, we can
say that the investmeiil conference date too had
been planned well before their amme. Most
of these globe-girdling delegates coming to the
conference have had their itineraries fixed
months in advance.

Starting from the Jamuna Bridge's foundation
laying ceremony through the Japanes¢ trade del-
egation's visit to the British trade team's arrival
and the British foreign secretary s visit — all have
coincided with one hartal programme or the
other called by the opposition. On the one hand,
they miss no opportunity to declare how keen
they are in welcoming foreign investment while
on the other hand. the reception they accord to
the foreign delegates is completely inconsistent
with their professed keeénness. Even without en-
tering into a debate as to whether hartal as a
means of realising political demands is right or
wrong, it can be said that this kind of reception
sends a most negative signal to prospective for
eign investors. On the home front too the incon-
sistency between practice and preaching wi)l
M he ¢ posuumpam' in their attempt to dis

tion es eir attemp -

credit ?hpc government seem to be forgetting the
country's interests. At the conference m
will have the chance to build their c ty
with foreign investors. If and when they come to
, they will have to deal with these business
eaders. We see no harm, and a lot of good, if the
hartal programme is deferred by a couple of days.
By showing respect for the conference, the op-
ition show how much they are interested
foreign investment. So. if you cannot cancel,
then at least postpone the hartal, till after the

26th. |
Avoidable Error

The concern over the riotous scene on Friday
mo at the Kamalapur rail station is not for
the bac it can have but for the inherent po-
tential for recurrences of the same.

The Express train which was to leave Dhaka at
9 am stood still until 11 am when some passen-
gers thought it was time to ask the station master

: of words in no time boiled over as
a full-scale verbal duel. Passe then mobbed
the station master and ransacked his room.
Moments later. rail employees rr.?ohcdly led by
the station .master. caught hold of some passen-

s, pushed them into @ room and beat them up.

t was passengers in a body provoking organised

‘clanish vengeance. -

The station authority knew all the time that an
engine fault was under repair but withheld that
important information from the public who
seethed and grumbled before burs forth in
anger. The train's status could be announced
through the audio system at the very
allowing the passengers to take another mode o
transport if they wanted. The loss of time was
costly for them. Why not use in-house TVs to re-
g:)_l:;l sitions from time to time? These are rou-

things all over the world.

Our normal reactions to any blundering by any
authorily and utic resultant public vandalism have
been to dismiss these as nnlorianate incidents,
worthv of eontempt at best. What is even worse,
their repetitive nature dulls our scusibilitics and
we grow accustomed-to accepting them as a fix-
ture in hile. The result is that even where the
omissions and commissions were as clecar as day-
light, we let e opportunity to promptly fix re-
sponsibilitv &lip throngh our fingers. e actiors
are either ton little or too latec or hoth. Mostly
these are in the nature of sweepmng under the
carpet bouh the systemic crior and the dirty |-
nens of the delinquents. ,

Intcmperate public behavionr cannot be wished
away: its possibilibes shonld be eliminated by
getting the svstem right in its essenuals. 1t this is
not done, even the media will tind it diflicalr to
moralise the crowds (o belhave.

War

Now a Guerilla
At long last the Presidential Palace in Grozny
has fallen into Russian hands. The whole city be-
ing in complete ruins, the costs of the battle are
writ kirge on the now-ghostly capital of Chechnya.
The warriors of independence have dispersed
away lrom Grozny into the countryside of the
Cancasiim land which-is ideal for long-drawn
guerilla warfare., :

As Russia's involvement grows, so does the
Chechien determination to hit-and-run bat-
tle for survival and independence. In Chechen
leader Dudavev's words, his people "are Fr(‘.'pﬂ.rlng
to send the gricl back to where it came from.”

. Mere expressions of horror on the part of the -
world community over the impend blood-let-
ting in the Caucasian region would be cmgty
rhetorics unless the UN or the US gets the
Ruulﬁ leadership to take the path of statesman-

. The UN has to adopt a stance on the human

:I‘:hptu question. As for the US, the Co has
recommended to president Clinton that eco-
nomic aid to Russia be sto if it carries on the
war in Chechnya. The Clinton administration
while emphasising the need for adoption of
peaceful means by the parties concerned to re-
solve their differences over Chechnya has minced
‘no words to say that this land.is a part of the
Russian territory iy 7

Whatever the semantics, the reali
ﬂnd is that the Chechen mind is

and that its cra

on the
g oo g o
or ependence

mtﬂnsﬁﬂed through baptism and ordeal'

Even from their such difficult positions and
turings, the Russian Federation and the
Chechnya may still negotiate a settle-

ment sparing the world the nightmare of their

was ool surprised when |
heas d that the BNP gov-
erovt penil had decided W
A comnitiee 1o reform
the Forcvign Office. The last
BNFP government under Gen
Z1a also tried to reform the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
which seems 0 be one ol Lhe
favouriti:  targets of a BNP
governroent. The Prime
Minister 's trusied envoy, Mr
Morshed Khan is the chairman
ol the commities set up for
this Lask.. Given the distu
historiciu record of poli
interveitions In the or-
ganizalbpn and operations of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
one finds it diflicult to be san-
guine aboutl the prospects of
meaningful reform as a result
ol the present commitlee's
work. /A commitlee Is often

just a clever device Lo cover-up

latlures, and In the worst
cases L) validate arbftrary ac-
vons. Ershad did not need any
fig leal under the label of re-
form committees. he jJust
played [fovotball with this
Ministry as a cliuld plays with
his Loys although he also had

commitices o do his bidding
For nearly three decades |

belonged 1o this Ministry it
was alinast ltke my home

While traveiling abroad In
those (Lays | gave the Ministry »
Aaddresdy as inmv home address
When | see it perform well |
ari filled with joy and pride
Its current prolile. which s
alimost invisible gives me 1w
pleasiire | leel 4 wense of dis
appointinent  The news aboul
the Morshed Khan Conumitiee
has 1ol aroused a sense of op
Himson i mie wstead | leel a
F have in Bahgladesh,

what should be the
percentage ol the schoolguing
children? UNICEF [feels
Ilangladesh should have bBeen
scricling 167 milllon children
oul of a 1]0 million-plus
population. The perceniage: Is
roughly 14 That figure is for
the whaole nation. For the
capital city shouldn't this
climb a nick or two lo some
integer becoming a more
literate polity? Alter all chil-
dren’s share in the total popu-
lation ol a country is bigger in
Bangladesh than in almost all
nations in the world. And con-
cenrated urban living of Dhaka
should make school facilities
more accessible. The percent-;
age as such lor Dhaka should
ideally have been anything be-
tween 15 and 20 Or for a pop-
ulace around eight million
Dhaka should have had 1.2
million W two million school
going children. whatever the
present enrolment siluation
Let us parce this figure 1o nng
mitllion rmund 1'n appiv.ach
peality o 1l a3y
nianipilation Witk Uw s bools
enrollmg oo pramis eac b u
the average this wnnld have
reguired 000 = liwuls ol the
magnum size Forgelling the
lair 1.5 teacher student ratio
and opting for 1:25. each of
these schools should have at
least 40 teachers and Dhaka
ity an army ol 40,000 school
tenchers :

How does this marked
down rcalistic picture com-
pare with what we have in the
capital city? There are only
200 high schools in Dhaka
with government primaries
(325) and private ones (50)
dnd kindesgartens {500) eas-
ing their load somewhat. Most
high schoeols do not cater [to
beginner classes and kinder-
gartiens lake in more pre-
schnol children. The problem
the n adds up 10 so many estab-
Lishments (950) accommedat-
wig onhy 45 000 pupils. This is
e iy o an nverage each of

Uhese e el .|'Hnl;£ about 40
stin b

(M a sockely such as we

b d

gn

Office: A Permanent Target of Reforms

promoting our economic interests. mast

support Our envoys
we, however, nummmmmm’r—ummpmmmw

senise of disquiel. A commitiee
cannot erase the dismal record
of the last four years. The at-
tempt to find a sc L fos
the poor periormance of the
political leadership will be
most unfortunate. Officlals are
not able to defend themselves
and often t are vic-
tims of allegations instnua-
tions which they cannot
counter or refule. | a sale
distance from the Foreign
Office because | am told that
any contact with the opposi-
tion Is sure o jeopardise the
careers of my former col
leagues.
The laie Gen Zia used the
Foreign (ffice. rather blatantly.
for promoting the lortunes of

the BNP He could not care
less about the to the
professional cadre of the

Ministry. Many readers will
probably recall. in this con-
nection. the creation of the so
called Doot Pool™ or the pool
of potential envoys who would
serve abroad. These people
were lured into his party on
the promise of position and
money. They were restless
when both of these goals
cluded them Alfter all. how
mamny of these people could be
made ministers or deputy min-
isters? He tried to find jobs for
them by creating the posts of
Disgrict Development
Coordinators (DDD) but the
number of DDD was limited by
the number of districts 50 he
hit upon the idea of a Doot pool

a bizarre word formed by

The

combining the Bengalli word
"doot” with the English word
"pool”. The number of the so-
called Doots, If | recall cor-
rectly, was over fifty. Many of
them seriously believed that an
ambassadorial appointment
was just around the comer. To
create credibility about the
‘Dootpool”. five of the Doots
were appointed as ambas-
sadors abroad. No thought was

~ given to the impact of this de-
cision on the quality of our

gitimate interests of the cadre
officers were trampled under-
foot without a second thought.
As a result of the patently un-
just decision on seniority.
which was taken against the
established rules and prece-
dents. some of these assassins
got the rank ol ambassador
when professional olficers with
much longer experience could
not become even counsellors

Gen Ershad made lﬁc

Foreign Office the dumping

representation abroad.

Much greater Oamage was
done by Gen Zia when he
ordered the a of the
assassins of August 15 1975 In
the Poreign Ministry This was
the unkindest blow which
caused demoralization in all
the ranks of the Ministry. No
one knew why these killers
had to be rewarded for their
heinous act and why the
President himself had (o iassue
the orders of their appoint.
ment in the Foreign Ministry
in his own hand These assas-
sins are to be found even today
(se7y Zla was not content to ap
point them permanently in the
Foreign Office. he wanted their
senbority o be determined ac
cording o their wish The |e

uﬂhahAMBlﬂbﬂn

ground of officers of the armed
forces. This aulocratie ruler
had a sharp eye for those in
the armed forces who might
pose a th eat to his throne So
he picked them up. one by
one. and dumped them on the
Foreign Office. He did not
bother about the suitability of
these officers for the assign-
ment or about the damage to
the morale of the cadre offi
cers. He damaged the cadre at
the very outset by appointing
his brother-in law as a mem-
ber This officer “was first
posted to the Washington
Embassy and then to the New
York mission Obviously this
new diplomat needed the in-
ternational arena to make full
use of his vast diplomatic skill!
Some people believe tha! the

by Waheedul Haque

relative used to
run the Foreign Offfice irom his
office in New York!

Gen Ershad also appoinued
Committees (o reform the
Fﬂﬂ#l Office: | heard about
the Enam Committee which

carried out the initial reforms.

Why an army officer was con-
sidered to be an expert on
administrative reform was al-

waywa puzzie to me. Then an-
other commitiee was ap-

pointed. perhaps in 1984, un-
der the chairmanship of an
erstwhile CSP. This time the

Today the thrust of the
Morshed Khan Commitiee is

Admission Nightmare

The already impossible situation is further exacerbated by the hapless parents flrmly believing that some

schools were better than others. Or

as some schools very evidently produced better results than

others, these could be instrumental in getting their children score a creditable performance in the ma-
triculation exams, whatever the meritof their

Coming closer 10 reality let
us (urther reduce the school
accommodation requirement
lor Dhaka's children by 50 per
cenit and settle for 500 thou-
sand. And at there are
scals al the most for 50 thou-

sand — you cannot r:-hly
siretch 35 000 any flurther.

That is reality number one of
Dhaka's educational situation
that contributes mightily to
throw all parents in the city
inlo an unrelieving

spell of worry and depression.
scasonally visited by horrible
nighimares.

The already impossible sit-
uauon is further exacerbated
by the hapless parents firmly
believing that some schools
were better than others Or
precisely. as some schools very
evidently produced belter re-
sults than others. these could
be instrumental in pgetuing
their children score a cred-
itable performance in the ma-
triculation exams. whalever
the merit of thetr wards. This

mance only which can see
their wards through the
ordeals of the other hurdles
that lie before the youngsters’
getting a masters and even
higher decorations which
count in the matter of landing
a job. building a career, shap-
ing a life's calling for one's
own. It is not their headache If
there is a real gap belween

exam performance al the
sChonl linal kael cund true edu-
calboar or thw st of it rea-

sonably expecied 0 be im-
bibed by puplls in ten years of
schooling. It is universally
agreed that “most holders ol
the masters degree in even Lhe
humanities subjects, not o
speak of the sciences, do not
have the linguistic skill o
write fla y a parggraph
either in Bengali or English.

" Incredible as it is. this holds

for masters holders i
and English literature
0o. The first test of one's edu-
cation — of whatever kind —
and indeed - of ones growing
into mental adulthood lies In
the way one can [ermulate
ones thoughts and commitl
them to writing or speech. It
is the height of failure for our
education as a whole system
that nearly all university suc-
cessfuls fail to express them-
selves fairly in, please believe
it. lolerably passable speech.

The parents have no reason to
worry themselves w distrac-
tion over educatlion proper.
They simply have no way really.
Quite understandably — rea-
sonably too — they want a p:and
result from their wards. As
they believe that some doctors
Beal betier. they are certain
some schools produce betier
results. So ensues the mobbing
of Motijheel school or
Vigarunnessa. The cadet col-
leges. the Dhaka College and
the Governmerit Laboratory
Schoel and their likes have
over the decades instilled into
the brains of the parents that
it is neither- quality of teaching
nor student merit but sheer
virtue of a particular school
that counts in producing re-

anlrs.

have given a serious jolt to
what so far enjoyed by certain
instiiutions on the exam result
sheet, but it will take a long
time to dent the entrenched
beliefs of the . And who
knows=if t monopolists
wouldn't find their way back
into preeminent producers of
star performers. bealing the
difficulties posed by the com-
puters. After all computers
take orders from man who is
more corruptible here than
anywhere else. It is the con-
sidered opinion of many
knowledgeable people Lhal
monopoly of geod results for
any length of Lime, no matter
who hold it, is materialised
through means not exclusively
academic.

Once the infamous monopo-
hstic hold is broken — lLiow we
don't know — it will be fouad a
very large number of schools
offer about the same quality of
education. Of shese those that
hold their classes with rigor-
ous regularity and supervise
the studenis with punctilious
care — would do better. This
last simple key to good result
has recently been used by
schools like Vigarunnessa and
Motijheel with unsparing en-
thusiasm. What do these good
schools do to their students?
Don't these use the pupil as a
kind of tool to rake in reputa-
tion via impressive results?

The question would be
made the easier to understand
il we look at the interviews
given by the merit-list

luminaries (o newspapers.
Most of these heroes have two

mmeeting grounds: daily reading
hours of eight hours and more

Sir A notice from the
British Council appeared in
your newspaper Lo inlorm the
LCE examinces that they
would not be able to hold ex-
ams falling on the days of ‘full-
day hartaal'.

Although we do not blame
the British Council. we. the
parents. are much an-
guished by this decision. -

It will mean that on those
aflected days all the examinees
will miss subjects which they
can only reappear after full one
year. It will also mean that an
examinee who appeared in one
paper bul missed the other
paper In any subject, will end
up getting a grade of E or F
which will be a disaster. Being
deficlent In some subjects,
they will not be able to get
admitted to A-level or HSC
classes. |

Like most parents, we an-
ticipated ‘full-day hartaal’ and
made our contingency plans. If
necessary. our wards will ar-
rive at the British Council
premises on foot or any
other means and there will be
no faflure in that. If required,
they will attend alter 6 pm.

We appeal to the good peo-
ple of the British Council to
reconsider their decision and
not to close their doors in the
face of our children who have
worked so hard for so long.

A frustrated parent

Antibiotics

Sir. Antiblotics are essential
drugs in our everyday life. We

AP tisiiig il i~ Incipecntly
without investigating through
st~ ptibility test and change-
dusas on rial and error basis.
But aptiblotic drug should be
prescribed only after an antibi-
ogram test. Because a partiicu-
lar organism is sensitive Lo a
definite antibiotic and resis-
tant to the - others. Some
organisms are sensitive o an
antiblotic but frequently
become resistant to that drug

and a high does of antiblotic

may also lead to other side
effects. So Il is necessary Lo
select a deflnite antibjotic with
a definite dose alter passing
through antibjogram test. Not
only antibiotic bul all t of
drugs should be prescribed
after accurate diagnodis.

Because bl high clinical ex-
penses. government should
eslablish a diagnosis centre for
poor people Lo give them ser-
vice at a subsidised rate and it
should be headed by blo-
chemists.  _

The clinical report, main-
tenance of guality of the drugs
and also determination of the
reaction of the drugs should be
conducted by the blochemisis

and be recognised by govern-
ment.

Patienis should llln‘ be
aware about side eflects of

drugs to ensure betlter treat-

- ment and avoid complications

arising from indiscrimimate
use of wrong medicines.

Malibagh Chowdhury Para,
Dhaka

Sir. Folder Street. Jai Kali
Mandir Road. Toynbee Circular
Road and Old Rallway Crossing
al Nawabpur-Gulistan point on

Dhaka-
Narayanganj/Demra/Narsingdi/
Chittagong route are the most
busy and overcrowded public
thoroughfares located in the
heart of the city. These are
also the meeting points of old
and new Dhaka. -

We fail to understand as to
why DCC and the Dhaka Traffic
Police are allowing seme mo-
tor workshops. Lo carry out all
sorts of repair works. welding,
vulcanizing. engine over-haul-
ing. body manufacturing ang
painting etc. of buses parked
on these public roads illegally
and unlawfully blocking the
traffic at the cost of untold suf-
fering of the people?

Through these columns of
your esteemed dally we have
drawn the kind attention of
DCC and Traffic Police to this
effect repeatedly but in vain.
We wonder If the authorities
concerned have fallen [ast
&ﬂccp or they have become

ind and dealf.

We strongly demand that
disciplinary action may kindly
be taken under the rules
against the officials résponsible
for negligence of duties in the
above mentioned areas.

O H Kabir. Dheka- 1203

Star man of the year

Sir. The_--mrd went to a
person who made an |dea
travel. Nothing can travel un-

less it wurks. The idea Lrav-
elled Ilurther because it
worked in other places, other
societies, other countries. The
Grameen Bank concept is
based on a small glowing area

of In nature. which wa
outside the area

explgilation — how one looks
at it. Trust., and you will be
trusted. It is pure, clean. and
simple: once the environment
has’been made clean and clear.

Many say, the idea does not
work in most cases. True, if
the modalities are based on
[alse, negative, or artificial
presumpfions. A person cannot
offer to others the virtue he
does not possess himself.
Persons like. say. Gandhi or
Churchill, do not appear every
generation. Quality and quan-
tity do not go together. Where
is the catch in mass-produc-
tion? Uniformity. and confor-
mity. It is human nature not to
conform. '

it does not mean that safety
and security aspects should
not be analysed, planned, and
kept operative In a hidden,
unobtrusive manner. GB
proved that collective respon-
sibility is a cencept which
works at the poverty level.
with the poor people. with ii-
literate human beings. There is
a divine spark in human na-
ture. and this ‘'modern’ world
has not eroded the God-gifted
quality .

The Daily Star Award re-
minds us that there is also
hope for those who are now at
the bottom.

A Mavvaz
Dhwders.

bevy of private tutors on lop of

people's pieces
guzzling useless single-bit in-
formation by the hundred
hasn't quite prepared the pupil
to engage the academic chal-

lenges not honouring such easy

ving re-
sponsibility fer prometing our

Reforms may be needed.
but an attempt to cover up po-

improvement of the schools?
One reason for sloppy

school education is lack of su-
pervision of the

make the 'inspection’ system

paying all over the country. it
should be rather easy Lo hawve

the Dhaka schools ‘inspected’
with care and striciness.

4

teacher's
work. If it is pretty difficuit o

£
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OPINION

Govt Controlled Media

M M Ahmad

What's wrong with the news
service ol Lhe Bangladesh
GCovernmentl's state-controlled
public broadcasting networks?
Everything.

The elected people’'s repre-
seniatives who have formed
the cabinet and are running
ihe country are violating the
very basics of an impartial and
standard news service ex-
pecied” from a broadcasting
service in any free country.
The propaganda is crude,
repetitive, and boring: and the
news is a bundle of half-truths.
and the other half (or more

than that) is repressed and
suppressed. How this per-

verted policy is supposed to
enhance the image of this very
ordinary and second class gov-
ermance is not clear to the ma-
jority of the thinking citizens.

The situation is all the more
ludicrous when the citizens
are nol barred from getting
the news from other indepen-
dent local.and foreign sources.
This ostrich-like head-in-the-
sand attitude is not going to
impress anvbody. or improve
the image of or respect for
this government. The adminis-
tration i= Hving in another
world. the way it is responding
to the urgemt and important
issues. The newspaper
columns are full of complaints
on the way the sane citizens of
Bangladesh are being treated
in the offerings of a govern-
ment-regimented news ser-
vice

Even where it can get some
credit in the development
sector, the goodies dished out
have 100 much salt — we all
know the laste of over-salted

dishes. This brilliantly con-
ceived propaganda is produc-

ing the opposite effect. Once |
read a book on the Nagi propa-
ganda techniques used during
Hitler s period. Tell a lie a
hundred times and you start
believing it yourseif.
Bangladesh is not a
totalitarian state. but it is being
ireated like one when
disseminating the national
news bulletins in  this
information age. the tech

nigques have 10 be completely
changed. Who are the qualified
expertis advising the govern-
ment on the propaganda
techniques to be applied on
the chasi bhais and the intel-
lectuals?

A news is a news is a news.
Facts cannot be edited (like
two plus two is four cannot be
edited to provide any other re-

suit): and half news is no news:

and the editor is suspect. An
event which has occurred can-
nol be covered up or undone.

People will know about it from

quite a different issue. The
public complaint is that why
important wews events are
blacked out (like the handing
over ol the tion letters
by the opposition MPs on 28
Dec). When a couple of lakh
people attend an opposition
meeting. it is news: otherwise
these lakh audience are fools,
indirectly. according to the
state media. Well. even the
important foolish news have to
be reported. for getting wiser
(in some circles)!

The state broadcasting me-
dia may sell some air time to

private bodies for independent
programmes. Otherwise. all

the opposition print media

may be closed down. What the |

government is placing siress
on is that the print media is
free — but not the electronic
media. What is wrong with ad-
ditional channeis. public and
private? In case of the latter.
BTV would lose a larnge chunk
of the advertisements in the
ensuing competition. The lis-
reners and the viewers are nol
the slaves of the ruling party

There are many othér ways to
remain popular. but not by

suppression of news Correct

news (as it happensl is a big
aymibed of freedham

|




