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Data error had lowered July-Sept

A recompilation of the
country s export earning fig-
ures lor the first quarter of the
current fiscal revealed an as-
toanding error which lowered
the dctual figure by 277.84
million US dollars.

Addressing a press confer-

ence in the city yesterday,
Commerce Minister M Sha-
msul Islam blamed the error
on the data collection system
of the Customs Department.
. He revealed that the read-
justed export earnings stood at
910.39 million dollars during
the July-September period of
1994-95 or 32.55 per cent
higher than that for the corre-
sponding period of the previ-
ous liscal.

"We have identified the er-
ror in the earlier data col-
lected from the Chittagong
Customs daily list records.”
Islam told newsmen at the
Padma State Guest liouse. He
expressed optimisn: that the
revised annual expori earning

L =

export earning by $278m

By Staff Correspondent

target of 3.1 billion dollars
would be exceeded.

An earlier compilation by
the Export Promotion Bureau
(EPB) for the July-September
period showed the export
earning to be only 632.55 mil-
lion dollars. indicating a 20
per cent shorttall in the pro-
jected target.

The minister said that the
decision to recheck the earlier
data collected from- the daily
list of the Chittagong Customs,
the primary source for the EPB
export figures, was taken as It
did not match with the data
provided by the US customs on
ready-made garment exports
to that country and also with
the increased volume of back-
to-back letters’ of credit (LCs)

recorded during the period by

Lhe Bangladesh Bank.

It was also found that the
data Laken from the Customs
daily list (CDL) did not even
match with their own export
[ree registration (EFR) re-
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Speaker Shalkh Razzak Al .
is likely to give his ruling on

- the resignation of 147 opposi-

tion MPs in Lhe nes
sion of Parliament, which be-
gins Lewnorrow

on

1 tisl speech on the opening

tday ° a source close 10 the
Speaker Told The Dally Star

why action should not be Laken
as required under (the Consti-
tution en the let -
irrs of the opposilion
MPs._ /

The same bench, in a sepa-
rite nule, alsi the lead-

147

Hasingd flanked

ruling likely Tuesday

Star Report |

Speaker’s |

those were not praperly writ-
tery “The Speaker found faults |

in almost ecvery letler.” he
o Jede)
The source. who is a lop

leader of the ruling BNF, said
the Speaker had prepared »
lengthy ruling. substantiated by
s lindings and leghl interpre:
Liatieon s

Shaikh Razzak Al aleo con
firmed that his decision was
rewddy

Move for contempt
of court charge
against Speaker
Moudud Alhimed . may move

the High Court today for |

drawing up contempt of court
proceedings against. Lhe

Speaker and the Parliament
Secretary lor serving nolices
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by party Teaders Abdii JaNF"(L
Razzak(R) leading a procession yestérday in the city protesting price-hike of essentials.

upon the Opposition MPs 1o al-
tend the next Parllament ses-
sion. reports LINB.

K 'S Nabi. Bar at Law. and
Abdur Razzak. Bar st Law are
alsg expecied o file similar
petitions at Lhe same High
Court division bench which
requesied the Speakgr not to'
pass any -opinion for 10 days
regarding the resignation let-
ters of T47 MPs.

See Page 12 Col 3

causing untold sufferings Lo

cords. "We have identified the
error which was possibly due
lo the ongoing switchover to a
computerised data entry sys-
tem at the Chittagong Cus-
toms."

The readjusted export earn-
ing figures are based on the
EFR records of the Customs
Department.

The Member (Customs) of
the National Board of Revenue.
Khwaja Golam Sarwar. ac-
knowledged the error in the
original Cu3toms data. “The
Customs daily list data is not
always reliable as not much
emphasis is placed on It be-
cause exports does not involve
any duty collection, the export
free registration data is more
reliable,” he added.

The Deputy Governor of the
Bangladesh Bank. -Mahbubul
Amin Khan. also corroborated
the readjusted export eaming
figures saying that it matches
with the indicators recorded
by the central bank.
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AL procession
protesting
price hike

Awami League President
Shefkh Hasina led a procession
in the capital yesterday protes-
ting the ‘government's [ailure
to check unusual price-hike of
essential commodities. reports |
UNB,

The procession started fr

om Bangabamndhu Avenue and
ended al Mouchak in Malibagh

with thousands of protestors
shoutling anti- gnvernmend slo
gans whileg parading the st

reets.

"‘Bring down prices of rce,
psises and sall * "Quit power
Give election.” chanted the
processionisis

The demonstration was par

| of the countrywide protests

organised by the Awami League
against unabated price spiral of
esdenuals

The three major opposition
parties — the Awami League.
Jattya Party and Jamaat-e-
lslami — have called for a half
day hartal in capital Dhaka on
January 24 1o protest the
price-hikes.

Earlier. addressing a panty
rally at Bangabandhu Avenue.
Hasina blamed the govern-
ment s mismanagemenyl for the
price-hike ol essentials, in-
cluding rice. lentil, edible oil,
u.llun!ptpu.llm has been

Commerce Secretary A H
Mofazzal Karim hoped that the
error would not recur once the
computerised data entry sys-
tem is fully' Installed at the
Chittagong Customs. which
handles nearly 80 per cent of
the country’'s exports.

According to the readjusted
figures released yesterday. al-
most all major export sectors.
including feady-made gar-
ments, leather, frozen foods.
jule goods and tea. met the
projecfed earmning targets dur-
ing the three months period.

However, eamnings from raw
jute. tea. handicrafts. farm
products and other primary
products were lower than that

of the corresponding period of
last year.

The first quarter. export
price index rose by 4.44 per
cent and Lhe export volume
increased by 28.11 per cent
above that of the same period
of 1993-94. The price index

See Page 12 Col B
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Ordn being drafted

to streamline
medical services

By Reaz Ahmad

An ordinance is likely to be
promalgated 1o streaniline the
medical services in the coun:
Lry

The cdralt of the proposed
ordinance The Medical
Practice. Private Clinics and
Laboratories |Regulation) Ordi-
nance — was now being M-
nalised, said a Health Direc-
torate source involved in the
process

The source. preferring’
anonymity, sald the draft wo-
uld be sent to the Health Mi-
mistry for approval within a
month or two.

The proposed ordinance is
aimed at standardising fees of
doctors. charges of different
medical services and privale
practice by government doc-
tors and fixing the minfmmum
salary of dortors working in
private medical hospitals ahd
clinics

The proposed ordinance is
likely to put a4 ban on publicity

and canvassing for 1inedicine
on Lhe sireets, It may contain a
prohibition thal. no govern-
ment doctors will be allowed
to practise in more than two
private clinics or hospitals,

Health Minist.er Kamal Ibne
Yusul, on many occasions n
the past. had said that gov-
ernment doctors private
practice would not be totally
prohibited. 'A Health Direc:
torate offlicial told the Daily
Star that the new ordinance
was nol designed to prohibit
private practice, bul to restrict
it to some extewt so that a
healthy private medital sectar
could emerge.

Taking advantage of the
present system, many govern-
menl doctors were now en-
gaged in consultancy with as
many as 20 private clinics
evetl. Lhe oflicial noted.

Once the proposed ordi-
nance comes into force, each

See Page 12 Col |
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Zia nddressing the El"iﬁt]

Pelice’ at the National Parade Square in the city yesterday.

get 2 festival
bonuses every yr

The Prime Minisler yester-
day announced two festival
bonuses of Tk 500 and Tk 350
eath for Daladers and Mahalla
ders engaged in guarding
villages. reports UNB

Begum Khaleda 7la made
the announcement amidst
cheers from several thousand
village guards at a grand con-
ference of the Bangladesh
Village Police Employees
Union al the National Parade
Spaare in the morming.

The announcement is seen
ns a milestone in the 125 year
history of the Village Police
Foree The Village Police Act
w.an pasaed for the first Yime n
e Subconunent In I870,
raising the village Quards

Addressing the conference,
the Prime Minister said her
governmeni had increased Lhe
salaries ol Datader and Maha-
llader from Tk 220 o Ik
1000 and Th 200 o Th 700
respeclively ”

She said the government al
located Tk 10.50 crore for the
village police force and also Tk
2. 87 crore for Lthetr uniform in
the currend Nscal

Deputy Commussioners have
been instrucied W0 ensure
salary ol the vijlage policemen
within the lirst week of every
month. she Wid the function.

If any member of the com

munity dies during discharge

of duty. Begum Zia added. the
Se¢ Page 12 Col 6
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Railway steamer at the Bahadurabad

Ghvat i Jamalpur. The so-called ferry service, between Bahadurabad Ghat and Phulchhari
Ghat in Gaibandha on the epposite side of the river Jamuna, is almost always uncertain
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By DU Correspondent

Unidentified gunmen killed
an MA final year student of
Dhaka University on the cam-
pus yesterday afternoon.

Joydip Dutta Chowdhury
Bappi. a student of the Depart-
ment of Mass Communication
and Journalism., was murdered
in the Jagannath Hall pre
mises. He was an activist of the
pro-Awami| League Chhatra
League (S-P) ;

A resident of the Jagannath
Hall, he died on the spot al
about 3 pm when some armed

2 killed as mill
workers clash
tn Joydevpur

By Staff Correspondent

Two persons were killed
and at least |5 others Injured
in clashes between (wo groups
of workers of the Quashem
Cotion Mills In Joydevpur
Friday night and Saturday
MOrTing.

The deceased were identi-
fled as Noor Md Kazi, 40, a
mill worker and an activist of
the pro-BNP Jatiyatabadl
Sramik Dal and Amanullah. 26,
an outsider .

Of the injured. Abul
Hashem. 26. general secretary
of the mill unit of the Sramik

Ser Page 12 Col 5

hoodliums shot him in the ch-
e41 near the Dr G C Dev Bha-
ban, better known as the No-
rth House.

Bappi. who haills from
Barisal Sadar. was the-only son
of his parents. The cause of the
killing could not be known
imimediately.

On October 27 last year, an-
other leader of the BCL S-P).
Gazi Zakir Hossain, was also
gunned down by some uniden-
tifled miscreanis on the first
floor of the North House. Zakir
was an M A Final year student
of Sociology department.

Hall sources said that after
committing the murder yes-
terday. the gunmen fled away
by the North gate of the
Jagannath Hall.

Later. some of his friends
took profusely bleeding Bappi
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).

Hundreds of students of the
University rushed to the
DMCH. The Vice Chancellor.
the Chairman of the Jouma-
lism Department, the Provost,
Proctor and senior teachers
also visited the hospital

The body was taken to the
Jagarmath Hall premises aro-
und 9 pm and later sent to
Barisal

Meanwhile Dhaka Univer-
sity will remain closed on

See Page 12 Col 7
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A look into Bangladesh Railway : Part-11l

Tracks, freight and traffic

in_the northern
neiwork of BR. the traffic is
continually disrupted by the
poor ferty services.

BIWTA. another white ele-
phant of the country. has lafled

region

to play its due role as regards
the raill-link with the North

which is completely depen-
dent on the ferry services.
services

train
Jamupa river on their #wn.

A high official of the
Ministry of Communication's
Rallway Division said. “The
BIWTA s o meet

ul L.° :
th the Jamuna Mult-
o gy g
. the solution may

¥

By Morshed Ali Khan
be in sight. Pt as ysual, the
authorities have showed
reluctance (o develop the
rallway. al least for the time
being. The Position Paper on
the project. published re-
cently., failed to give much

ation (o the rallway
related jssue. The decision to
defer the intlusion of a rafl-
track on the bridge o a later
siage ‘when operational im-

mtnln.m achieved by
y. has stirred up train-
loving sentimerniis across the
country. Labour and trade
unions. vartous other

Oorganisa
tions and the people of north-

-rn.r i . have
sha o Ahe ‘l‘l"l‘
sion. A strong is under:
way (0 persuade (he avthorities

ceneerned lo include a rail-
track on the bridge from Say

e

Many at the decision mak-
ing vel feel that the reaction
tould have been well justified
if i had taken place on BRs
widespread cerruption. rev:
enue leakage and ticketlesa
iravel “Ower the years.” gaid a
top governmen! olficial. “the
institution has eaien up huge
government funds. yet nething
was done to siop (he erosion.
Now wr stand al a point of no-
return

Wherever BR stands today.
it enjoys the most  sophist!-
cated iclecommunication sys
tem in the country An Optical
Fibre telephone system has
heen set up recently conneests
ing every nook corner ol
BR network on & fingertip.
Costing ™ 120 crare and In-

See Page 12 Col 3

| Village police to | Student shbtdea(iﬂ : DU
closed on Jan 29
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Dilip, Saira
due today

By Staff Correspondent

Legendary Indian film actor
Dilip Kumar (Yusuf Khan) ac-
companied by his actress wife
Saira Banu arrives in the city
today on a week-long visit to
Bangladesh,

The Dilip Kumar on
Committee will accord a re-

ception to the couple at a local
hotel en January 24.

A K A Feroz Noon and
Anisul oy convenor and sec-
relary respectively of the
commitiee requested admirers
to be present at Zia Interna-
tional Alrport this noon to

See Page 12 Col 8
Jute, cotton mills
workers oall
72-hr strike
from today

Jute and cotton mills work-
ers will enforce a 72-hour
strike and road-rail barricade
irom today as their negotiation®
with the vovernment failed
vesterday . reports UNB.

Sepdarate neelings ol trade
union leaders with Jute Mi-
inister A S M Hannan Shah and
State Minister for Textiles
Abdul Mannan held at the °
BJMC Bhaban and in the board
room ol Textile Ministry yes-
terday fatled to settle the
workers demands due to.

wwhat  the  strike . sponsoes ~
called. liiransigence of the

See Page 12 Col 4
Ctg Chamber's
call to withdraw
hartals

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG. Jan 21: The

Hoard of Directors of the
( hittagong Chamber of Co-
mmerce and Industry has

called for withdrawing the op-
posiltion s hartal programme
on Januarv 24 and 25 for
smooth holding of the 'Bang-
ladesh investment conference’
in the capital

The call was made at an
emergency [Board meeting
held here today with its acting
president Sarwar Jamal Nizam
In the chair The directors ex-
pressed grave concern over
the frequent calls of hartal
which. they <aid. create disas-
Irous consequences for the
national econoumy

CPB office set
ablaze in
Mymensingh

MYMENSINGH, Jan 21: A
group of people set fire to the
local office of the Communist
Party of Bangladesh CPB) this
afternoon after a number of
clashes between some musallis
and CPB men, reports UNB.

The clash began when a
group of musallis of Gangl-

narparr Mosque. reportedly
manhandled a CPB activisl,

who was giving announcement
for lomormow’s conference of
the party at Town Hall audito-
rium. The CPB man was spea-

king through a loudspeaker.

7 Bangladeshi

envoys to attend
investment confce

By Staff Correspondent

Seven Bangladesh ambas-




