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mhi elephant yeslerday killed six members of a family and
smashed their mud but In northeastern Sri Lanka before
Y beung shot dead by seldiers. police said. Reuter reports from

Calosnbo.
adjoining hut were injured in

Three other people from an
thr icident al Tampalagamam in Trincomalee district, they

Peru s first lady ends fast: sresicen

Alberto Fujimeri's tllrangcd wife, protesting her
disqualilicavon irom national elections. lras ended a hunger
sirike after she collapsed with pneumonia and dehydration.
AP reports rom Lima.

Susana Higuchi, 44, launched the hunger strike after the
Nalional Election Board's barred her and other congressional
candidates from her party from the April 9 election. Her
condition was “delicate.” her doctor. Carlos Robles, said
Thursday.

Tremor shakes W Nepal: 1

ranhquake measuring 4.3 on the Richter lr:nk rocked
weslern Nepal on Thursday midnight, the sate-run news
agency. Lthe Department of Mines and Geology said yesterday.
AFF reports from Kathmandu. :
The epicentre of the tremor was around Rumakhani near
Ih{‘ thurﬂf:r between Eleglu.ng and Myagdi districts. both In the
. 1 saidd.
= .
2 dle m%ermn car blast: » ca boos
exploded on Th y in a market outside Algiers, killing two
people and wounding 20. A]gu'ianttlevlﬂoquid AFP reports

from Algiers.
The explosion. in Bugara. an [slamic fundamentalist hotbed

25 kilometres (15 miles) southeast of the capital, came a day
after Algeria's military-backed government turned down
proposals by the banned Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) aimed
al ending three years of virtual civil war.

e -
Benazir to meet Clinton: raustan
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto will meet US President Bill
Clinton at the White House on April 11. the White House said
on Thursday, AFP reports from Washington.

It will be their first meeting. The invitation was handed to

Beunazir last week by US Defence Secretary William Perry
whie 011 a visitl w0 Pakistan.

Jewﬂﬂ' shot dead in US: . jeweder with

I 000 dollars in his pocket was shot and killed while his car
was stopped at a light. but his killers left behind the money.
4 police saic. AP reports from Philadelphia.

Arkady Shvartsman was shot by two men on Wednesday
night a block from police headquarters. His killers, also
stopped by traffic jumped out of their stolen car. ran to
Shvartsman s Lexus and fired several shots. a witness who
wasn | named told the Philadelphia Daily News.

President Nelson Mandela underwent nnr c-ye Surgery on
Thursday. his spokesman said. reports from
Johannesburg,

Spokesman Parks Mankahlana said Mandela's schedule
would not be disruptéd by the operation to open the tear duct
in his right eye. clearing up a conditfon that had caused

constant watering. His eye problem was aggravated when the
76-year-old Mandela had a cataract remgved last Jul'_r_

NASA X-31 jet crashes: a: experimenta

jet fighter wrapping up a test flight crashed in the desert
after the pilot safely ejected. officials said. AP reports from
Adward Air Force Base.

The NASA X-3| went down on Thursday In the desert
north of the base. Fire Department spokesman Dennis Walker
said. Test pilot Karl-Heinz Lang parachuied (o saféty. HMe was
taken to a hospital for examination. Stafl Sgt Keith Myhre
said Lang. a German Defence Ministry pilot. is one of four X-

J1 pilots. :
Rebels kidnap 9 in Sierra Leone:

Rebels attacked a Swiss-owned mine in southern Sierra
Leone and kidnapped .dt least nine foreign workers. the
governmen! and European diplomats said on Thursday. AP

"‘T‘ﬁe co Hrwnlu the on Thursday and began
evacuatng wives and children foreigners from the Sierra

Leone Ore and Metal Co. a subsidiary of Allusuisse of
Switzeriand

4 militants killed in : Egypumn
security forces yesterday killed four | militants in a

dawn shootowt in southern Egypt as the death toll in three
vears of violence neared 600. police said, AFP reports from
Calro

The miltants died In a gunbattle that erupted when
securily lorces came to armedt them in Al-Adwa. in the
mlitant #rongheld of Malawt 300 kilometers (180 miles)

"18 more executed in China: »

¢ killer who murdered 12 young women and mutiflated their
hodies was among |18 enminals executed by gunshot n
south China. a Chinese-run news agency said, AP reports
Hong Kong. -
Luo Shublao. a 40-year old ruck driver, mpndlﬂdnﬂhp
the bodies of his victims whom he killed between 1990 and
1994, the China News Service reported. Luo was shot Friday

morning after the High Peopie's Court in the ety of
a0 Evening

Canion rejecied hib appeal. Hong Kong's Sing
3 killed in Colombian quake: ..

Post saud
cart hquake Lmufadmﬂﬂﬂnm.wmﬂ
plains bui felt nearly a thousand kilometres (500
has killed at jeast three people and injured 40, AP reports
lrom Bogota

The guake with a prehminary magnitude of at least 6.5,
siruck at 10:05 AM Thursday (1505 GMT) and was felt as far
away as Caracas Venezuels

US welcomes Lebanon's decision:

Lebanon's decision to send a team of experts to the United
States for advice on i lerrTonsm was welcomed at the

Rovert Plietreas,

.EIIHIIMI“

io end overnight its seven-year ban on travel o

peopie carrying American
assistan!t secretary of state for Near

reporters on Thursday

US-Cuban talks
end

NEW YORK. Jan 20: The
United Staies and Cuba ended
two days of talks Thursday |

with Washingion asking to in-

welcomed by

imdustry with fAlm stars and producers

NEW DELHI, Jan 20: India

blamed Pakistan today for their

stalled dialogue and expressed
its readiness (0 resume un-
tonditional talks on disputes
between the South Asian ri-
vals, the Press Trust of India
(PT1) reported. says AFP.
Foreign Secretary Kris
Srinlvasan said Islamabad ap-
peared Lo see no virtue' in a
bilaleral dialogue because |t
wanted to
the Kashmir issue

bone ol contention belween

“internationalise”
the chiel

the two neighbours. FT1 said,

li was a reference Lo at-
teipts by Pakistan w mobilise
international support for its
claimm to the Himalayan state
held in part by the two coun-
tries. India says the Kashmir
dispute is a bilatera) issue.

. Pakistan [eels there is
something to gain by notl re-
suming (talks) than resum-
ing.” Srindvasan was quoted as
saylng at a briefing here for the
Indian press

New Delhl Is. however.

International

India ready for unconditional
talks with Pakistan

E——

prepared to hold talks without
conditions, he said,

" We are more than
ready to hear from Pakistan di-
rectly as to what elbow room
they require to commence the
talks.” the official added.

The talks have been stalled
for a year while bilateral rela-
tions have steadily deterio-
rated

Pakistan recently ordered
Lthe closure of the Indian con-
sulate in its port city of
Karuchli. accusing Indla of

orchestrating ﬂultnﬂ there.
Pakistan Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto has been
quoted as saying in an inter-
view Lhal the Kashmir issue
could be the spark for a third
war with India if New Delhi
“continues Lo ignore the
Kashmiris right to self-deter-

mination.” .

Indla and Pakistan have
fwice goune (o war over
Kashmir claimed by both

countries. since independence
from Britain in 1947 ;

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat (C) speaks with lsraeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin ( R)
and Foreign Minmidter Shimon Peres at the end of their meeting at the Erez crossing peint

on Thursday

— AFP photo

BANGRKOK. Jan 20: Hopes
dor the imminent release of
Myanmar's dissidenl leader
Aung San Suu Kyi faded as the
Yangon junta said she would be
freed only when a Constitution
now being writien is complete

reporis Reuter

. Yangon-based diplomats

said today it could take three
years before the drawn-out
constitutional process reaches
& concluSion. but pof
that under the regime's own
laws Suu Kyi's sentence expi-
res in July.

Thai Minister

Foreign

Thaksin Shinawatra said on

Thursday upen his grtum from
Yangon that he had asked
Myanmar's
about the detained democracy
leovder and had been told the

consiiiuyllonal conrvention rmust

finish e work first
They will nol release her
until the Constitution is com
plete * Thaksin told reponiers
That conventiom. which lias

COLOMBO. Jan 20 Pope
John Paul 11 arrived In Sri
Lanka Friday. his final stop on
A grueling four nation Aslan

towur. © beatify a | 7th century -

priest. But his briel visit s
shadowed by pretesis f(rom
Buddhists offended by his atii
tude toward Lhis country's

predominant religion. reporis
AP

Looking tred and descend-
ing the stairs of his aircraft
slowly, the pope refrained
from his usual custem ol

Police plan w0 body search
m, mﬂudlng Wwiesis

out’

ruling gdenerals

' No hope for imminent
release of Suu Kyi

been drawing ' up the basic
fuidelines of a new charter
under the junta's wing since
January 1993, has so far

ﬁmmiﬂﬂl only three of the 15

sections the Constitution is to
consist of.

One Yangon-hased diplomat

Aung San Suu Kri

and nuns, anong the 380 000
people expecied Ssturday bor
the beatification Mass on

Colombo's sea (ront
The 74-year old pope came
on a special Night from

Australla. alter earbier visits 1o

the Philippines and Papua New
I was the second papal visil

o Sn Lanka. lollowing a two

I"opt' John Paul 1]

said it was not clear what the
junta meant when it said the
Constitution must
completled before the 1991
Nobel Peace Prize laureate is
redeased

Is it going o be when the
guidelines are f(inished. or
when the Constitution is wri-
iten. or promulgated. or aRter
the flirst election under a new
Consutution and a parlament

 is_ sitting. " he said "That vould
be three years down the line ”

Junta ghairman General
Than Shwe and the powerful
head of Myanmar s militarv
intelligence. Lieutenapt-Gene-
ral Khin Nyunt. net Suu Kyi
for the first time last
Septernber

The 49-year old daughter of
Burmese independence hero
Aung San had a second me
riing with Khin Nyunt n
O¢tober  fudihng speculation
her release might be immin

™

tests cast shadow over
Pope's Lanka visit

hour stopover by Paul VI in
| 970

MHe will bring a message of
peace onh his first visit o0 Sri
Lanka which has been
wracked by ethnic war for ||
years Detween Lhe Sinhalese
Buddhist majority and the n
nority Tamitls. who arg mostly
Hirchus

Controversy has dogged the
Irtp since excerpis of the pon-
iHi's book, “Crossing the
Threshold of Hope.® was pub-
hished here in November

In i, he cauflloned
Christians that the objective of
the Buddhist practice of medi-
tation in to reach
“indifference” (o the world.
not to draw near o God.

"A certain amount of ten-
sion bas been crealted from
soune of the words that have
been used.” by the pontifl, sakd

bhes

=_

{

‘may fee if released.

Indian spy ring:
Two Maldivian
women get bail

NEW DELHI, Jan 20 Twao
Maldivian women accused of
using sex and mouney to ferret
out Indian space secrets were
reed on bail today by a judge
in the southern state of Kerala.
the Press Trust of India (PT)
reported. says AFP

Judge K A Mohammad
Shaffi rejected arguments by
the Central Bureau of Invest-
igation (CBI) that Marlam
Rasheeda and Fausia Hussain
the news
agency said in a report from

the Kerala city of Cochin
Rasheeda and Hussain.

charged with esplonage under
the official Secrets Act. have
both pleaded innocent in the
sensallonal case which broke
oul in October

They have been

with imvolvement in
onage

charged

an espi
ring using sex and

money lo buy space secrels
from two scientists of the
Indian space research organi-
salon and selling the 'nforma-
ton o unnamed foreign pow
ers

Singapore to build
new naval base

KUALA LUMPUR. Jan 20
The Republic of Singapore
[RSN] is building a new naval
hase at Changd to provide more
facilities for its growing [leet.
its chief of Navy Rear Admiral
Kwek Siew Jin said reporis
Pool - Bernama

The new base was necessary
because the existing base al
Brani was occupying land that
could be more economically
productive as part of the;port
of Sidgapore., be sald when
presenting a paper on
Singapore’'s naval policy for the
1990s at a lecture series at the
Malaysian Institute for
Maritime Affairs (MIMA) here

Yeltsin accepts
Gen Vorobiov's
resignation

MOSOOW  Jan 20
tlent Boris Yelisin accepted
fhe resignation of General
FEduard Vorobiov, who refused
to leadd the military assault on

(hechnivag and elinynated the
joha of three other generals

np|mnﬂi to the IHH"T\"!‘IIHUI‘I.I
Interfax reported on Thursday.
sayvs AFP

The agency quoted an
informed source as saying Ge
nerals Boria Gromov, Georgy
Kondratiev and Valery Miro-
nov. who had been against the
Russian assault on the break
away republic, were currently
on vacation and Yeltsin., In
coming days would issue a
decree as (o their future. All
three were depuly delfence
nunisters.

Mandela meets
de Klerk to
discuss strains

PRETORIA. Jan 20 Presi-
dent Nelsan Mandela met
Friday with Deputy President F
W de Klerk (o discuss strains
within the unfly government
they forged, reports AP.

De Klerk. the former presi-
dent, complained this week
that Mandela's African National
Congress (ANC) was ignoring
his National Party in Cabinet
decisions.

Pregi
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A model displays a shantung taffeta ensemble on January
13 1n Panis, in preparation for the 95 Spring Summer high

fashion collections of l.ouis Feraud

— AFP photo

Operation on Eiffel Tower

PARIS: The Eiffel Tower is to get a fresh coal of paint in an

operation which will take
nounced on Thursday

more than
reports AFP

a” year. officials an-

Pwenty live level headed climbimg painters will begin the

operation on the 320 metre
month, using up
ished next summeer

it will be the

built in 1889 {or the

(1.050-looy
20 tonnes ol paint before their work is fin-

L7th Lacelilt for the

landmark next

struciure, which was

universal exhibition.

Dead man can be father!

NEW YORK

A New York doctor said on Thursday he ex-

tracted sperm trom the corpse of a man who died in police
custody so the man s widow would be able to bear his chil-

dren. reporfs Reuter

Aller speaking with the medical examiner and the man's
family it became evident that this man had just fairly recently
been married and had expected and planned to have chil-

dren

Dr Peter Schiegel. a urologist at New York hospital-.

cornell medical centre. said jun a telephone interview.

The man
in December after
tigation. The family
an illegal choke hold

Anthony Baez. died in police custody on a street
an argument and his death is under inves-
attorney savs the police killed him using

Scholegal extracled the sperm hours later after his widow
Mirabel had asked the medical examiner whether the sperm

ol her hushand of ¢

Scholegel said the
making a sunall cut n
the testicles back (o 1]

& body

wo years could be saved
procedure he
the tube that carrfes the sperm from

armdd slipping in a tiny plastic

performed involved

needle and Hushmg ou 1 sperm

He sald the sperm were diluted into a medium that helps
nurture them and given to one of Anthony Baez's relatives to
transier 1o o laboratory for freezing

Big Ben has gone green

LONDON: Big Ben
Britain's parliament,

the lamous loek which towers over'
has gone green.

reports Reuter.

From Thursday the four faces of the central Lonlon land-
mark started to light by special energy-efficient bulbs.

Ray Powell

Chairman of the House of Commons Works

Committee . said the switch from lamps installed in 1957 will
save clectricity and contribute to a drive to cut parliament's

energy cogsumption by 15

per cent

Bid Bent Was lit by gas until 1906 when electricity was in-
trodducedd with 10 ordinary 100 watt bulbs behind each face.

Peace comes to Rwandan
refugee camp

GOMA. Jan 200 Prace has
coine suddenly. unexpectedly
lo the Rwandan relugee camps
that blight the verdant land

scape ol eastern Zalre, reports
AP

It came. apparently, (rom
the blazing guns of Zairtan
soldiers. rom the arrest and
expulsion to Rwanda of trou
blemakers and (rom subtle
changes in Lthe way aid agen

¢ les manage Lhe camps

Acts of birutallty and intim
idalion |0 COMmImaon 1wn
months ago are ahmost un
heard of now. Aid workers no
longer are menaced by the de
leated Hutu soldiers and ex
trermist milttlamen blamed for
much of the genocidal blood
bath in netghbouring Rwanda

While welcome. the tran
quillity came so swiftly that it’
has left some uneasy about
what changes 11 might signal

For the last momnth and a
half it has been preity quiet.
wo quiet | would say.” said

Joel thmtrﬂ-ur the head of Ihl'
UN  High Commissioner f[or
Relugees olfice in Goma.
Rwanda's former political
and military leatders. accused
ol orchestrating (he killing of
an estimated 500,000 people,
have too muoch at stake to
walch the refugees, Ltheir only
bargaining chip. drift home In
increasing numbers.
Convincing the approxi-
mately 750000 refugees
around Goma-to stay remains

key to the exiled former
regime’'s strategy (o desta- '
hilises the new government &n
Kigal

For months, former soldiers
and militamen, conducted a
campaign of terror in the
camps to keep refugees in
Zaire. Some who attempted to
return home or who even ad-
vocaled going back to Rwanda
were brutally  killed.

Early in November, 16 aid
agencies threatened to with-
draw from the camps-

independent of

filn

—

the "black money” loaned out
al high ralwes by (nanciers on whom some
praducers have had w rely

- Cable has been responsible for a profound

ranging from 20 per cent'in the southern
stales o as much as 125 per cent In the

northern state of utar Pradesh

As a consequence, Sheorey says cinemas

big way

Bollywaxi welcomes recent boom in India's cable TV network

BOMBAY. Jan 200 A recert boom In India s
saleilite and cable TY networks is being
the worids biggest

producers, who s going into TV serials in a
T has survived so many years. o will

match the threat from vides and cahle

“There are not

evenn a hamdful of film

crease jis stafl inm Havana w
process the fleod of Cubans
applyigg for visas. US officials
said. reports AP ,

Washingion is alen asking
Cuba for details on the almosi
enfold increase in fees
hrmﬂ to Cubans eligible to
ermigrate to the United States,
an official said speaking on
condition of anotyymity .

The closed-door talks were
held 10 review the
tation of the September mi-
gration apccord in which the
United States agreed to adwmit
20000 Cubans each year In
return. Cuba pledged to
the exodus of Cubans M‘ﬂ?

makestifi rafis trying 1o reach
e shores of Plorida

1

rushing o capitalise on the the new media s
success. reports Reuter.

With cable TV now reaching an estimated
12 milljion indian households. producers are
(alling over themselves to adapt their big

sCTeen song-and-dance extravaganzas for

relevision . _

Analysts see the sale of video and song
rights emerging as a big new source of legit
imate revenue for Indian Alm . and
believe Lthe boom in TV will jleave fiim
mdusiry leaner and cleaner than before.

But their upbeat assessment also comes
with a heaith warning — more cinemas will
be forced 10 close

india's film industry. centred in Bombay
and known as Hollywood. leads the world in
the production of films. churning out some
900 films annually

Analysts believe the current boom will
leave fimmakers flush with money from
video and cable rights making them

shift in the dynamics of the film ndustry’
said media analyst Ighal Malhotra “The next
few years will see fratricidal industry wars,
with just a lew producers emerging on lop
All the rest will be nice players.”

By 1997 Malhotra estitnates. the' sale of
video and cable rights shouid net producers
around |5 million rupees. (478 000 dollar)
more Lhan the enlre production costs of
somne films in India

Bul K D Sheorey of the film makers
combine sees things differently At present
the mwney coming in from video and audio
rights is just about | 5 million rupees This is
20 per cent of the cost of a Alm. The money
is very welcome. but producers are going lo
be dependent on ﬂnnnﬂtrl and distributors

for a long time yet

india s fflm making industry is one of the
world s most heavily -taxes. with state gov
ernments levying entertainmen! taxes

in the country are no longer economically vi-
able. During the last year alone. 500 of an
estimaled total of 13 000 cinemas nationnwide
were forced to shut. Most of these were In
the country's northern states.

This is combined with a r;al-rﬂllt boom
in the cities which Is seeing iIncreasing
numbers of cinemas being pulled down and
replaced with new offife blocks and com.
mercial complexes _

Yet. because just 42 milllon Indian
households have a television. filmmakers pull
in 80 per cent of thelr revenues from theatre
ticke! sales

The film industry is just beginning to
wake up to the enormous making ca
pability the audio and video rights to their
films represent.” one producer saild

“There is no fear of the indusiry being
killed off by video or television ™ laughs
Subhash Ghal, one ol the industry s biggeyt

producers who have switched entirely (rom
rinema to television ™ Sheorey adds

With a view to the sateilite and cable TV
potential. Amitabh Bachhan. a film star onee
described as a one-man industry s busy
meeting Investors

He is hoping to persuade them to put up
to 440 milllon Mipees (14 million dollar) inte

his new company which will make frature

flima and Alma for TV

By the second ywar of ope tplion = says a
producer "Bachhan plans fo make nine
feature filmm and 12 telefilme and
documentares annually -

Like Bachchan producer Yash ( hopra
who halds the rights to a vast lfetinw output
of Mims. may also be Yiling oy a gold mine
Analywis te he coull rarnm an estimaied
700,000 rupees (22.000 dollar) from the
cable and satellite righta to each film. even
Clansicn 2% years old

UN food convoy
reaches Kabul

ISLAMABAD. Jan 20: A
Umnited Nations convoy carry-
ing food and humanitarian
assistance for Afghanistan
teached Kabul overnight after
wmed groups released seven
triwcks they had looted earlier,

LIN sources said on Thursday.
The convoy reached Kabul

late in the evening” on

Weddnesday, 4 UN official told

AFFP by telephone.
The 37 -vehicle Was

carrying wheat and supple-
mentary feeding material for
people of the war r
Afghan capital, It was also
iransporting some shelter
material. UN sources said.

But the convoy was halted at
Sarcobi. 70 kilometres (43
midlen) cast of Kabul where
armed gangs had w
looted at least seven
i by hudrﬂﬂhm



