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- The Foretgn Ministry and
the country s missions abroad
are likely 10 be revamped and
restructured on the basis ol
the recommendations of a high
powered special committee.

Formed at the initiative of
the Prime Minister to infuse
greater dynamism In the
overall operational sphere of
the nation s foreign policy with
major thrust on economic and
commercial interesis - and
investments. the commitiee is
learnt w have made consid-
erable progress

Commitliee members are
having meetings every week,
mosily on Tuesdays. and have
already interviewed dozens of

and high commissioners who
were in Dhaka on home leave
or for consultations have ap
peared before the Committee.
It has also sought the opinions

of heads of missions'and sentor,

diplomats posted overseas.
The Commillee may also seek
the suggestions of a wide array
ol officials. academics and
eminent citizens before finalis-
Iing its recommendations.
Manzur Morshed Khan.
special envoy of the Prime

. Minister and Chairman of the

Foreign Aflairs Restructuring
and Re-organisation Commi-
ttee. lold The Daily Star yes-
terday considerable progress
has been made and the final

experts and diplomats. Several
of the countiry's ambassadors

report is expected to be ready

sometime in March.
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Khan said. :'Wt are meticu- '

lously studyings the entire
spectrum as per the terms of
reference” and added, "we are
seeking the wisdonr of all.*

He, however, declined to
give detalls saying. "It is for
the government to disclose the
report.” |

Talking to The Daily Star
earlier. Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman said he had

full confidence in the ability of - |

Morshed Khan and the com-
mittee constituted at the
Prime Minister's directive.

The commitiee is an indepen- °

dent bodv and it is working
independently. he added.
The special committee,

now known in the diplomatic
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Hestoration begins heside a crumpled highway in
after an earthquake measuring 7.2 on the Richter scale, killed

-
-

shing with forces loyal
o the Muslim led Bosmian
goverumend, UN

Major Herve Gourmelon sasd

He said that 798 explosions
mmmﬁmm

implement the terms of the
four-month ceasefire agree.

ment.
Hosnia negotia.
tor Hasan restovic and a e

nior Bosnian Serb leader Mo
mcilo Krajienik were meeting
ot the UN controlled Sarajevo
sirport o make another at

temipt al reaching agreement
on reopening civilan roads
nm the eity :

Meanwhile, the UN re-
ceived offers on Thursday of
several thousand additional
troops. hundreds of armoured
versonnel carriers and more
than 30 rs for service
with the UN foree in Bosnia,
diplomails at the United Na-
thons sasd. |

The offers were made by
Bangladesh, Britain, Germany,’
italy. Malaysia. Norway, Pa-

kistan, Spain, Sweden. Turkey
and the United States.

The UN. which already has
some Z1.000 troops in Bosnia,

» needs an additional 6.500, as

well as large amounts of
equipment, o monitlor. a
shaky four-month eeasefire
signed on December 31

Neshinomi

KOBE. . Jan 20
survived earthguake and fire.
Now (housands of Japanese

are fighting hunger. ne-

chilling told and the threat of
dimrase, reporis AP

The quake Tuesday trans
lormed Kobe a modern port
city, inlo smoldering ruins
without enough electricity.
food, furl and clean waler for
s | 4 milhon

As of Friday . the
dealh loll stood at 4,383 with
666 still missing according o
the national police. More than
42 500 had been injured.
About 280.000 people were
living in emergency shelters
because Lhelr homes had been
destroyed or badly damaged.

Japan Broadeasting Corp,
siid eigh! people were recov-
ered alive Friday. inchuding five
women from one collapsed
aparumeni building But hopes
for finding any more survivors
among the ogussing wese fad
ing :

A leam of Swiss
dogs scoured ruins on Friday
scarching lor survivors. As of
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| Al-Quds body to |

raise funds to
protect Muslim
1dentities
The Al-Quds Committee has
decided to ralse an emergency
fund to protect historical, cul-
tural, religious and architec:
tural |dentities of Muslims in
Jerusalem including the Al-
Agsa mosque, reports UNB.

A proposal ‘1o this effect
was adopled at the just con-
cluded meeting of the Al-Quds
Committee, Foreign Mmister
ASM Mostaflzur Rahman told
newsmen at the on re-
turn from Moroeco after at-
tending the :

The proposal. moved by
King Hassan 1l of Meoroceo.
also aims at defending the
righta of Paléstine over the city
(Jerusalem) and supporting
the of its for
the liberation of their entire

; homeland.

The meeting held. on
January 16-17 in Ifrane. an
winter resort in Morocco, also
reviewed the latest situation in
Jerusalem in the light of the

See Page 12 Col 6

Youngman shot
dead in city
By Staff Correspondent
A youngman was shot dead
in the city's Adabar area yes-
terday evening :
Unidentified shot

Mujibur Rahman and his friend

Jahangir Alam. both aged 28
near the local Jativatabadi Jubo
Dal office around 5:30 In the
evening

They were rushed to the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH) where Mujibur
expired shortly after
admission z

Jahangir. who suffered bul-
let wounds in the abdomen.

underwent surgery immedi-
ately

Witnesses said a gang of
about 10 came to the scene on

that the incident was a sequel

o previous rivalry. None could
be arrested

Mujibur Rahman. who was a
small trader. was an activist of
the Jubo Dal. local people said

Princess Anne to
visit Bangladesh

until March 13

Call for 48-hr
hartal in
Sylhet from today

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Jan 20 A 48-hour
hartal has Been called In the
south Surma area of Sylhet
town from tomorrow morning

SHABAN 19,

The Baily Star

MAGH 8, 1401 BS

Opposition leader Shetkh
Hasina yesterday scotched the
idea of Oppositlon’s return (o
PArliament and demanded
[resh general election finmeci-
alely under a neutral caretaker
government to overcome the
Crisis.

“There Is no ‘question of re:
tuming (o Parliaimment, nor
there 1s any scope. It will tan
tamount to violation of the
Constitution and we cannot vi-
olate it”. said Hasina who led
the en masse resignation by
the Opposition MPs o
December 28 1o press for a
carctaker government to con
duct general elections

Talking 1o United News of
Bangladesh (UNB) at her
Dhanmond| residence yester
day alternoon. Hasina an-
swered quertes on current po-
litical crisis, the High Court
ruling. summoning of
Parhamemt. possibility of a
summit with the Prime

1415 HIJRY

e S —

Minister and the Opposition
programumes and their impaot.
“Our demand is very clear:
Resignation of the govern
ment, dissolulion of
Parliament and fresh polls un-
der a neutral non-party care-

tnker government. And this (s

the only solution.” she sald.

The Awami League
President sald the ruling party
was making the sttuation com
plicated and pushing the coun-
Iry to uncertainty by its unnec-
essary delay In accepting the -
demand. The crisis is deepen -
ing every day, she added.

“We re not fighting for our .
selves. We are fighting for a
permanent arrangemenl!t to
guarantee the people’s voling
rights. their security and polit-
ical stability for. ensuring
democracy and econonic de.
velopment in Bangladesh, -

With the resignation o[ ma-
jority elected MPs, Hasin:a said
this Parliameni and the: gov-
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Our demand is very glear, says Hasina
‘Opposition’s return to JS will
- now be unconstitutional’

ernment have become fllegal.
“But the BNP js clinging to
Ipower per lorce.” In support
ol her contention, she said, out
ol 300 elected MPs, 147 have'
already resigned and four
members died :
- Hasina said the Opposition
was compelled to submit res-
ignation to establish the peo-
ple’s rights. “It's a great sacri-
fice by the elecled representa-
tives for the cause of the peo-
ple and democracy. But with-
out resolving the problem, the
government is planning various
lactics to stay in power.”

The ruling party has re-
sorted to dilly-dally ' tactics
with the issue 1o buy time, she .
sald adding that an MP has the
constitutional right to resign
from Parliament but this gov-
ernment wants €ven to snatch
that right. .

According to the Article
67(2) of the Constitution, the

See Page 12 Col 1

More than 500 delegates
including 206 [roni abroad and
300 from home have so far
registered their names for par
ticipation in the "Bangladesh
Investiment Conference: The
Emerging Tiger® scheduled 1o
begin in Dhaka Tuesday

The canlerence is being

organised joinly by the Board
of Investment (BOI and the
Euromoncy. a London bhased
organisation famous for organ-
iIsing such conferences on
cemerging markets of the
world. .
AP MUSTer” Begum
Khaleda Zia will inaugurate the
ronlerence at 9 am at the
Sotnargaon Hotel,

Of the [oreign delegates.
170 have registeted from
abroad and 36 from within the
country

Leading global and regipnal

. completet]. The

Euromoney-BOI confce
206 foreign delegates
confirm participation

By Staff Correspondent

fund managers. ! nvestment
bankers. bankers, securities
firms and world [amous cor-
porations are am) ng those who

have signed up 'o participate

in the Banglade'sh Investment
Conference.

The delegate s |rom differ-
enl conntries s«) far registered
are from: Unite »d Kingdom-32.
US-10 India-4 1. Hong Kong-
19, Singapore- |5, Malaysia-9,
Germany-4. T jafland-2. Pakis-
tan-8. Austral la-5_ the Nether-
lands-5. Sn L anka-5, Japan-5.

Switzeriamgl-2y. Bahamet-2 and
the Phillppin es-3

Accordin g to the organis:
ers. all ptevparations for hoid-
g the conference have been
conference is
almed al ‘promoting foreign
direct and -portfolio invest-
ments in Bangladesh.

KHASAVYLIRT (Russia), .lan
20. Defiant separatist leader
Dzhokhar Dudayev said today
Russin s massive military on
slaught against ( hechirya had
fatled to crush his people. re
poris Houteg

Speaking (0 a group of jour
nalists in the rebel region,
Dudayev maid the Chechens
were prepared (o put with
more sarrow. Griel will come

1o us fromm where it has already
come. he sakd. referring to
F iy

*""The situation is that the
Cheehen people is getting
used 1o bownbing, rocketa and
grad misalle attacks — they
frighten nobody not even
children — and I1s preparing to
sl the grel back where it
came [rom.

Dressed in his familar mill -
lary latigues. Dudayev looke- 4
tired but relaxed:

He spoke after Russis.n
troops scored a major victo ry
by capturing the president jal
palace in the Chechen capi tal
(vozny from which rebels
fighiers had withdrawn.

Fi ght will cohtinue,
vows Dudayev

Lo 1ig it on. however,
Pres ident
wese rtien that
g’

Re bel commanders pledged

defving
Yeltsin s
the war was

HBoris

Al adds: A day after selzing

th:: presidential palace. the
R isslan army (ried to force
Clyechen fighters out of thetr
ctapital on Friday by bombard-
itig the last -open read out of |
U he city

Muany of the civilans re
maining In war shattered

Grozny tried to fiee the fierce

assault In a snowstorm. But
Chechen forces were stll re-*
sisting .

In Grozny. Checheris who
pulled back and established
new positions across the
Sunzha River from the palace
Thursday, played down the
significance of the burned-out
palace,

"Our new headquarters is
set up and the fighters are n
their positions.” Chechen De-

fence Minister Aslan Maskhaev |

told a news conference In
Nazran. capital of neighouring
ngushetia.

-
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A look into Bangladesh Railways: Part-II

A 'sick child’ for over 100 yrs

Soayrwo thousand one hun-
dred and six acres of land
fortytwo thousand-strong wo-
rkioree. sixieen thousand five
hundred and thirtyseven ca-
miages and locomotives; a vast
wealth of antigue furniture and
equipment. and a staggering
deficit of Taka ninety crore. It
is called Bangladesh Railway
(BR) :

The history of this railway
goes back to the last century
Following the anncxation . of
inow Mvahmar] in
I854. the British stationed a

| contingent of their army near

fshurdi. A firmg range and a

| godown built there during the

period still bear the witmess of
the British presence. To facill-
tate logistics and a quicker
iransi! hetween Calcutta and
this part of the region. the
rulers thén ithought of the
raibway The dea was based on

* By Murshed Ah Khan

political and mﬂtfary consider
ations rather than commercial
or agncultural reasons. Thus
raidway saw daylight in our
country

On 5 November. 1862, the
first section of a2 53.11 kilome-
tre broad-gauge line was
opened (o traffic between
Darsana and Jagatt... 37 years
after the world's first ever
public ratlway opened between
Stockion and Darlingten in
England

Soon after. the British saw

the potential of tea and other
comunercial items in this fer-

tile sofl. The Hardinge Bridge
arrass the Ganges was com-
pleted and opened to traffic on
January F. 1915 By then Dha
ka. Nasayanganj. Chittagong.
Comilla and Chandpur had be-
en rafl-fnked under the Assam

Departure of the British in

« plants,

1947, and the creation of East

and West Pakistan offered Lhe
rallway nothing but a tail. A
2604 km sysiemm whose head
was o be found wih the
indian Railway. Our share re-
sembled ‘a discarded Yzard wail
During the British rule. the
whole raillway network iIn our
country was constructed to
serve Calcutta most. All trunk
routes were thus Calcutta-or-
enied. Moreover., the vital
units. such as workshops, loco-
sheds. sione guarries, treating
Technical Training
Centre. and the Traffic Trai-
ning School were to be their
cup of tea

A start with a new name
came into being. East Bengal
Railway was born under ex-
treme unfavourable circum-
stances. This timee, the control
remained with the central

See Page 12 Col 4
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In coma'

BEIJING. Jan 20: The
Chinese government today
indirectiy denied a US news-
paper report that ailing
paramount leader Derng
Rsdiug hactsiipped o«
coma, maintaining he was in
“wood health” for a 90-year-old
man. reports AFP.

A correspondent of the
business daily Asian Wall Street
Jowrnal. citing a Chinese
source in Beljing. said In to-

| day's edition that Deng was "In

a coma  and "unlikely to live
beyond the end of March.”

O'and A' levels
exams exempted

‘from hartals
By Staff Correspondent.

The examination venue at
the British Council and trans-
ports carrying the examiners
Andd  examinees of O and A’
levels will remain outside the
purview of the hartals on
January 24 and 25,
lo an Awami League press re-
lease yesterday. .

Meanwhile, the guardians of
the examinees of O and .A’
levels have appealed to the
political parties not to enforce
hartals tll January 26 for the
sake of the ongoing examina-
bons

The appeal was made in a
joinl  statement by 47
guardians yesterday. Three
matnstream opposition polit-
cal parties — the Awami
League. the Jatya Party and
the Jamaat-e-Islami — in iden-
licgl programmes announced
on Thursday called a half day
hartal in the city on 24
and a country-wide day long
hartal on January 25

Osmany leaves for
Ottawa Jan 28

By Staff Correspendent
Foreign Secretary Mufleh R
Osmany. who has been named
the country's High Commi-
ssioner to Canada, leaves
Dhaka January 28 to take up
his new assignment in Ottawa,
it was learnt yesterday.

Foreign Secretary for over a
year. Osmany also served as
the country's representative in
Geneava. as ambassador to
former East Germany and later
in iraq during the Gulf War
The important position in
Ottawa had remained vacant
for over a year since the re
tirement of Mohammad
Mohsin in 1993,

Farooq Sobhan, currently
High Commissioner (o New
Delhi. is expected to take over
as the new Foreign Secretary.
An offieial announcement to

| this effect’ is expected shortly.

Sobhan will join his new
position sometime in March.
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oy T Sobhan
her served as,ambassador to
China and Migh Commuissioner
to Malaysia. He was also Lhe
Deputy Permanent Refresen-
tative in New York.




