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HE biggest advantage of

living for a long Ume is

‘that | Yon't have to gjvr
a damn what anyone thinks.
can do whatevergpleases rm-:_

he Sleeping Beauty of Russia : Peter Tchaikovsky

RYING 0 describe the by Asrarul Islam Chowdhury

Tchaikovsky caught the dis-

music ol Peter llich ' ease by drinking conlaminated | (31 the thing is*things | know

Tchaikovsky (b 7 May major work: an overture based Concerw in D Minor Opus 35 works., "The Queen of Spades™ wialer He died of the discase, would please 'mf_- don't fall
1840 d 6 Nov 1893) Ilhr: on the play "The Storm” ol (1878). Serando lor Sirings In (1890) and "The Sleeping just like His Mother. under my ability, e Illmply
Greal Russian composer ol Lthe Aleksandre Ostrovsky. It was C Major, Opus 48" [|HKBQ), Beauty” (1890) The former True talent Is seldom ap can't do everything | want to
19th Century. would be like full of vulgarity and stylistic Capriccio ltalien, Opus 4% was his second salute 1o preciated within the lifetme | because of my ‘old old' age.
trying to contain an under features which were later to (1880) and the great 15812 Pushkin, while Walt Disney ex- of a person May be | The other day.-a friend of mine
waler river Indeed. music. Lhe take thew toll in his career Overture, Opus 49 (1880 pressed their salute by making Tchalkovsky waa- ahead of his was saying that If you wake
most abstract medium in it was from 1866 that Due to the admiration obF the an animation of the latter -I'.lmr. Although. he enjoyed without pains at all, after
which we express our Tchaikovsky started to com then Czar. "Eugene Onegin” During a later tour to England  enormous popularity. both in | you're 70, you're dead. Daily
thoughts, cannot be wunder- pose music full- fledgedly. In received fmmense popularity and America, Tchaikovsky and outside Russia hls neu- roulines are much more
stood sunply by reading an ar- that year. he composed in St Petersburg composed the unforgettable rotic problems m,ﬂj a threat | difficult to be carrted out and
ticle or two It h_r:ts to be felt “Symphony No. 1 in G Minor” In 1885, Tchaikovsky ballet “The Nulcracker Suite’ (0 his genius. Nevertheless. his | Now each work requires of let
frotn the heart. Those of us (1866) which later led to a bought a house at Maidanovo (1892). In 1890 Nadezhda gentus is locked In the wﬁrh of time

who have listened to the music

mental crisis due to overwork near Moscow and lived there ended both her correspon: of Swa : Al this age. it is just like
of Tchajkovsky. will. hopefully. on the symphony. In 1869, he  till 1892, the year before his  dence and annuity. This I'I?::w- Suite, "ll:;?- {:';I::r::jrt:ra?r?: taking h'”hﬂ again, l‘l‘i’lfnlﬂﬂ
agree with me on this mln; Cﬂl“pﬂ“ﬂ "Romeo and Juliet” death. From 1885 to 1888, he ever. did not affect him as h}r 5]1!'1'[11!12 B‘l"ﬂl.ll}" and lr;t 6th new methods of dning every-
Nevertheless. Lhe inquisitive a1 the suggestion of Mily roamed around Russia before then. he was recelving hand- Symphony. As | 'de at the be- thing. with the help of others
reader omiyst want to know Balakriev, leader of a Russian embarking on a foreign tour in some royalties from “The to understand the No longer can | depend on my

ginning,
magnanimity of the music of
Lhis luminary. onc has to feel

about this lundnary of western
classical music. After-all. the
environmerit ol any person in-
fluences his or her life 1o a
greal extent.

Tchatkovsky was born in
Votinsk in Russia. His Father
was a super-intendent of state-
owned mines in the region and
his Mother was half French.
Although the young Tchai-
kovsky was inclined towards
music. his parents did not
encourage him too much as he
was neurotically excited. His
Father moved to St Petersburg
(formerly Leningrad) in 1848
and to Moscow in 1950. where
Tchaikovsky was admitted in

took him to
Prague. Paris

Nationalistic group. However. | B88 which

his humour was profoundly ex-
pressed in the comic opera
“Valuka the Smith” (1876).
During- this time.
Tchaikovsky had an unsuccess-
ful love affair with Desiree
Antot. an Italian. He then had
another unfruitful affair with
another woman. These failures
were expressed in his works
through hysteria in composing
“Symphony No. 4 in F Minor,
Opus 36" (1877) and the opera
"Eugene Onegin” (1877-78)
The latter was based on a
poem of one of the Greatest
poets of the 19th Century.
Alexander Pushkin.

QGueen of Spades™ and also a
Government pensiorn,

instinctive reflexes. How to get
into bed and out again. how Lo
stand up, how to sit In whal
sort of chair., how to walk and
even how to crawl, ane he has
ler. | felt fortunate in the early
ages when | was considered
Lhe superior one but now | top
seem to be needing a woman
They seem able to live for
years without companions. but
on old man is more (ragile If
he has a wife of his own age
he ts fortunate; having a daugh
ter is the next best thing but
any woman in the house is bet
ter than none if she can cook
and make yvour bed.

The desire to help of any

Hamburg. Berlin.

the preparatory section of the Meanwhile, a -former music quarter should gladly be ac-
School of Jurispgudence in  student of Tchaikovsky. cepted with gratefulness — an
1950. Antonina Milyukova. became arm across the street. a place

4 Like almost all great men. pfatuated with him and on a crowded bus, 4 serwed
Tchaikovsky was d ly at- threatened to commit suicide plate 4t a dinner. Then It
tached to  his other. should he reject her. He finally ddesn t matter if it conflicts
Onfortunately. he received a married her. but was never

with mvy desire ol being inde
pendent because | know I'm
no more capable ol doing so
To accept and always accept is
| the rule

blow in 1954 at the age of only
iI4. when his Mother died of °
cholera (ironically. Tchaikov-
sky himself also died of the

mentally attached to the rela-
tionship. He even tried to kill
himseif.

While still married to
disease)

To add to his pain,
his father's attitude was
indifferent. The blow was so
severe that Tchaikovsky com-
posed a piano waltz to express
his sorrow and respect and to
relieve himselfl of the pain.
During his days at the
School of Jurisprudence.
singing and piano lessons were
the only type of music educa-
tion Tchaikovsky received.
However., he used to make fre-
quent visits to the opera which
were o imprint deep images

in his later life. Although.
joinedd as a clerk at the
Minisiry ol Justice, his grow-

ing devotion o music acled as
an impediment and he soon
quit the Government service to
become a music disciple In
Il!B-i. he composed his first

Antonina. Tchaikovsky sla.r‘ted
correspondence with an ar-
dent admirer of his music.
Nadezhda von Meck. a wealthy
widow. It was on her terms the
two never met physically and
in return. Tchaikovsky would
receive an annuity sufficient
enough for him to give up his
Profi rship at the Moscow
conservatory and devote him-
sell to cdmposing music. Te
show his gratitude towards
Nadezhda Tchaikovsky com

posed a huge amount of music

in the ensuing vears The r||1
jor works within this time In

clude the Immortal “The Swan
Lake™ (1877). "Piano, Sonata in
G Minor. Opus 37 (1B7H)
"Suite No. | in D Minor, Opus
43" [1IATR-T79), "The Maid of
Orleans” (1878 79). Violin
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and finally. London. It was on
this tour he met Johannes
Brahms and vard Grieg. two
other legen composers of
his time

The floreign tour was ex
tremely significant as his mu

sic was received with great
appreciation almost every
where Moreover, during this

Inur he composed two najor

Tchaikovsky put in all his
effort and soul in his last work

"‘Symphony No. 6 in B Minor
Opus 74 (1893) just a few
months before his death To

his dismay. the public how-
ever. did not regeive 1t as they

had his earlier works. Al that
time an epidemic cholera
broke out in St Petersburg and

IILTH OLORFED T ah
irtm o Mawalian shirts

Bangabazar A

Market with a D

by Siraj-us-Saleheen Lovell

Tchaikovsky s music
heart. mind and soul

Music is plaging nside my

herad .

Over and over and over
again. my friend
There's no end.
SC

Carole King

to the mu

irom the

ifference

very low prices A regular and
experienced customer com

| always make a mental sur
vey of any room. noting the lo
cation of chairs. tables and
light switches. | keep a dim
light burning all night in the
bathroom. That is where most
accidents that is falls occur
and falls are the greatest haz-
ards for an old person. | have
recently discovered that
shower stalls and bathtubs
never have enough handgrips
within easy reach. especially if

the bather is bending over
(which is yet another hazard)
to wash his leet. | remember

how easy_il was Lo spring up
from bed wilh the noise of the

15

alarm clock. Today getting up
becomes chiefly a moral prob

lem. but my advice is to place
both feet firmly on the floor.
bend forward from the hips,
rise to an upright posture and
them keep the balance. A.
sideward step may help in this
ease; practice it

For an old man clothes are
like medicines, you cannot slay
without them and again taking
them is a real problem. A man
ol uncertain balance faces a big
problem puling on his
trousers. [t Is something that
cannot possibly be done in the
middle of a room without the
risk of falling. The best thing is
to stand next to a wall so as to
be on the safest side. Be con-
tent il you da not put both your
legs into one leg of the pants

Stairs are perilous — always
You hawve to grasp the railing
[irmmly. take just one step up or
down. then pause Lo observe
how much longer you have to
do that In order to show the
youngsters that | amn not THAT
old, | take Lhe steps more
quickly and refluse Lo accept a
helping hand. But yes, | do
count them as | climb up or
down as it can prevent stum
bling in the darkness

Sitting down too s a4 pain
Deep. comfortable overstuffed
chairs or sofas may become
prison cells for an old person
You seem to sink in them
without being able to get up
without anothers hand The
solidly mgde hard bottomed
siraight — backed chairs are
the best for me. although |
doubt If | do sit straight on it
Walking hence. is the crown
ing achi=vement. besides the
best form of exercise. But vou
must always have the tane in
vour hand even when your are
not using i

Besides those loathsome
syrups, tablets and capsules
everyone seem o snatch away
the mouth-walering food from
you. No chocglates, cakes.
nuts. cheese or even biriyanli

The Duily Star

as they say that mutton would
increase my blood pressure. In
my teens | smoked behind my
mother's back as | thought |
was too young for smoking
openly. Now | have to hide and
cdo it as they think | am too old
for it. Why bother about health
anyway, when the first thing
that comes to your mind when
you wake up is what that day
ahead might bring. | live cher
ishing hours the way lovers
value moments., when a week
is ended. il seems | have gone
through another fortune. | re-
member my mother waking
me up and taking me to the
window to show Halley's comet
streaking across the sky. | was
almost four then and she told
me to remember it always be-
cause my mother sald it compes
around only once every 76
years and that 76 years is a
long time. The years seem to
have gonety as fast as Halley's
comey as now | have alrraﬁy
crossed thoése 76 years. But il |
had known | was poing to live
this long then | would have
taken better care of myself
Sometimes | do feel iso

lated thinking that veésterday's
lun-loving fitrt is today's part of

a huge and commonplace
problem. Thus nowadays when
my stomach aches, | just lie

down and pacify it with cool
thoughts of my polden years
instead of complaining to my
sons and daughters. They
would probably suspect an-
other new disease in me or ar-
gue with me lor not caontrol-
ling my diet properly. After all.
how can | when they refuse to
give me the food | want and
instead pushes down [ruit
jutces and vegetables through
my throat? Sometimes | feel
like a rabbil and not a human
being, except for the fact that

vou die? At this age.
only one goal and that is to add
life o your years and now years
to yvour life

it prelers being a herbivore
and [ dont.

I T sleep a little late. my
grandchildren sneak my

roont and put their hands un
dher
hreathing. How ridiculous! But
1 1Ill(1f‘l"-ihi”(! that now they are
more curious in inc

my nose o check if 1 am

reasing the
health span and not the life

span . as they cannot do so. So
they want me to die a "healthy
death . But now who cares how

there is

How Gods Came in

YTHICAL gods came

into being as prim
itive men tried 1o
explain a world that appeared
alien to them, and this we all
know Human imagination det

by Shamsad Mortuza
proweas aind the knowledge
Sharaswati and Athena sprung
from the male head

In patriarchal ancient India
the female, although frequently

to Being-ll

dian gods also appear before
their mortal counterparts in
various shapes. Anything that
went beyond ordinary human
perception was attributed with
divine explanations. Thus, the

. fled fou i ; ] ~
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world with - : : :
and high boots in the win.er tered logether, most of which way you want [in exchange of irousers. T ahirt jac ket ngwadays the prices are a bit gods give birth to a child without For manyv of the tribes, liv-
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h
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Bangubaraar Skipping -, aslilris are extremely bargain marked This market has - y a B the process is known as Pro lolems coultl be satisflied or
own way of explaining the nat t) P ticall thi
Lthrough the city when he able Javkets in this season Laygi the Bengall kids how to manine onelically. this appeased
. ural phenomena Lhei ind { t} Tit
drops you in front of the infa range from Th 400 w Th wear jeans. they should be s - oF r sur reminds one o e an
. - roundings. Therefore the gods p h Lik A The same rituals are traced
mous markel premises (he 1000. The problem is. f any grateful 1o H - rometheus ¢ gni
ealed ‘h in almost all the primitive so-
first Unng vou ll see is ihe body buys an expensive shilrt o (y) weekends or holidays creal by eac community Prometheus ranked in. be
)
£ A : had their ow: cieties. The agricultural people
lined up private cars and pant from the more posh mar the market bulges with buyers : - | laste and colour.  tween the gods and the mor " y
.
_ Still many of the : : of anctent Greece worshipped
Pajero jeeps parked around kets, he or she will be un hall of which are women cus nany se gods, sur tals. And it was Prometheus
viving in the ha of di ' . the god of fertility Dionysius
the market which s crudely doubtedly confronted by their lomers Buying and selling ng n mythe of differen who taught mankind the usc of '
aces and commmuniu ha The symbol of this &'f‘ulty M
in the shape of a box Another peers with their guestion gocs on cach day from len in TRee LS. Ware fire. .
: sl s was a goat. So. the followers of
: . it stin eaerfy Almost all the fire-ge a8 i A
most interesting fact about the When did you visit Uhe morning uple nine at | %ome inlere veoe ’ 5 :
,
- ] . . Zeus In Greece, Jupiler In Dionysius dressed up as goats
place are the endiess numbers Bangabazaar” Whal a lragedy! night. There are no dressing Dances :
. : The Native Americans | Roamne Indra in India and Ra in and danced in order to altract
:
of enirances Well, dont be Foreigners also throng this rooms in the shops. So if you - n or =
: nsl; he 1 i ! belong 1w the uppweers the attention of Dionysius.
confused. just chose one and market. Believe me it Is indeeg Wan! o check whether your nslance lieved that there |s -AYP L
)
ingl f irit classes of gods. Thev aro all They would also paint their
enier in the labyrypith of like a tourist spot. Even Lhey 'pants it or not you'll have Lo a single ree apir -
gorons and are often syinbol tender shoots with the blood
w you see Yy a g rgal € "l = as ' of sacrificed goats. This they
the earth. which ia the e w1l by eagles | sacri is. s 1
Soon it is evident that this shop-owners. It's a funny scene wear il front of everyone t ear SOuUrce :
(Of th ndless S did in an attempl td assure the
clothes-heaven is the root of to walch the foreign buyers There's nothing wrong in that of all other spirits Including - sk o it bt ;
:
the current jeans mania As you irying (o bargain with the Dbecause everyone does it! human. For the Aryans (early blances between the Greek presence of fertility in their
. 4
; invaders in India). the term for and the Indian gods. the pres. plants. They also sung tragic
enter the Bangabazaar shop-owners. Especially when Well you guys. theres no 5 : o
. Labwr describe such a uUmeless spirit is ence of the half -horse-half songs with a final note of tran-
Municipality Hawkers Market o o N/ M neither of the two *parties more e atlc way o -
in shor] Bangabazaar the dis- . - speak the same language this astounding market All | | Brahma — the oldest spirit in man is probably fhe most  scendence. They preferred
.
5 ve ' because they had a
creet odor of new clothes will QA b - > ou maniac an sa hat. as as ygu | the Veda. The concept of an  striking Archaeologists ha tragedy i y
N youre a old ¢ y Is t y e ! :
- ac dead field before them and
‘ h th h i eternal spirit is again echoed falled to trace any real ac 0 A
. sirike your iender nostrils and e », clothes, then also Bangabazaar ave (he chance. give Lhis
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