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Laurels in the shadows of maple

HAT is no country for

the bright things of life.

Natural calamities of

monsirous proporiions. po-
veriy ol epic duration have

been defining Bamgladesh to

the weslern press and people
over many many vears. In faci
from time out of mind
inhabitants of this part of the
world have been so deeply
involved in the daily. immu-
table battle” for keeping the
bedy and soul together that a
little diversiom beyond the
perimeter of life's basic neces-
sities always looked like an
unnecessary liaison with lux-
ury. Se what admirable person-
alities like Pterre Coubertin
thought sports to be: some
kind of deliverer of our soul

fromn the grey dingle of exis-

tence always turned its face
from us in a well deserved re-
Ciprocative gesture. :

Life is a continuum they say
and nothing remains . un-
changed no matter how heavy
and impassable it might seem
in the hours of distress and

the field of sports and
games but also with the leart
ership qualities at the organi-
sational level.

The twenty (wo year oid
student ol Scarborough College

By Ashis

of Toronto Uniyersity who is a
graduate in Politics and is all
sel to take the Canadian Civil
Service examination. is the
lirst Bangladeshi to be elected
president of the Scarborough
College Athletic Association
(SCAA). a student body pro-
moting athletic social and
recreational activities at the
college.

Besides being at the zenith
of a distinguished. active and
prestigious student body Jafar
who had already been a widely
travelled. citizen of the world
— courtesy the professional
obligation of his banker father
— before actually flying for

Canada in 1990. is a very tal-

ented sporisman. Team or In-
dividual. Jalar has a set stan-
dard for himself in any game
he has loved taken up over the
last four years. His high degree
ol ability was evident in many
games notably though in soc-
cer, indoor soceer, tennis and
‘A volleyhall.

But no achievement is an
achievement until it is recog-
nised. Jafar's consistent excel-
lence in games. got its greatest
recognition until date when
his indoor soccer peers chose
him as the MVP (Most Valued
Player] last year..

Although indoor soccer
brought him the biggest laurels
Jalbar 1s o verv keen. compeltent

.........

Jatar i K= Laden with truphies but seems quite happy
as the MVP iMost Valued Plaver) in indoor soccer for men
pose= along with his female counterpart during the annual
prl:«r.:,-am'vmg cerermony of Scarborough College. — Star photo that.

—Pele,lhv;ﬂan_ge
vow o stage
6lympiai:anzil

BRASILIA. Brarzil, Jan 19
Soucer legend Pele and FIFA
president Joao Havelange pul
aside a per=monal dispute
Wednesday and  pledged 1o
join [lorces o bring the
Olympic Games to Rio de
Janeiro by 2008, reports AP

Pele — now Specialk
Secretary of Sports Edson
Arantes do Nasciimento — and
Havelange met al the Planalto
Palace (o briel President
Fernando Henrigque Cardoso on
their plans 1o prepare the
scaside city lor the Olympics

They later wid reporters

. Rio lacked "(he facilities 1o

 dispute

]

make a senous bid for the
2004 Olympics. bul that |
wasn'l oo late jor the cilty o
get in shape for the sumner
games in 2008,

The king ol Brazilian soccer
said eight cities _around (he
warld were aggressively cam-
paigning to host the 2004
games and that many of them
were “fit and ready

"‘Sadly. we are a little be-
hind.” said Pele. “People here
must understand that hostung
the games is a difficult thang
and that - you have 1o have the
right facilities. Right now
we're simply not prepared.”

Havelange saxd he would go
o Europe on Wednesday Lo
check with the

other candidates — including
San Juan. Seville and several
American cilies.

H | see there is ne imume-
diate receptivencss and if we
are far behind we wom't stop
our preparations, but focus
more on 2008, he said.

that grew out of
charges Pele made last year
against corruption in the high-
est levels of the

Soccer Confederation — run by
Havelange's son In law. Ricardo
Texetra

Pele said an unidemtified
confederation officigl had
himm for dirs | million
the rights for his television
production company (o broad-
cast games for the 1994
Brazilian mnational soccer
_ . Pelde said he re-
fused and a competitor got the
CoOntract
Texetira sued Pele for sian-
der and the case is pending In
retaliation. Havelange barred
Pele from the World Cup draw
in Las Vegas in 1993 and rela-
tions between thern have been
coul since then. .
When a reporter asked if
the twe men had overcome
their . Pele re-
“there were
. on

always

sponded that
never

any
the conirary, we
heen united.

|

|

LAS VEGAS. Jan
19 (AP}, Add
Alexit Arguello 1o
the list nf 40
somethirig bpxers
in search ol big
pavdavs and past glory

Arguello,. whe first fought
for a title 21 years ago begins
his comebu k for another al
the age ol &3 Saturday night
when he returns (o the ring
lor a s hedhuled 10 round Rght

he three time «hampion
l"r}n‘l to Iollow in the oot
stepas of fighters like George
Foreman and Larfy Holnws

wha have taken advantage ol
thin talent pools to return to
the top of the heavyweight
ragiks

Unlike the  Jumbering
Foreman and Holmies how
ever Argurcllo makes hia re

ture al |40 pesancls L same
weight he was |2 years ago
when he Jost his last Litle fight
by Knockow o Aaron Pryor

i a guy wing never gained

weigh | Argiiello sand Wed
nesday That s aever beeyn one
of nyy problems

Arguetio who broke @ lhand

last August in his only fight
since retiring in 1986, meets
Scott Walker of Phoenix in a
scheduled 10-round bowut at a
small neighbourheod casino far
fromn the glittering Las Vegas
Strip

ft's the [first of what
Arguello says could be a string
of fights leading to a possible
title bid late this yvear”

‘Me and Julio \ Cesar
Chavez.” Arguello sald of the
WBC 140-pound champion. °I

can see the smoke coming oul
of the ring.”

The Nicaraguan great, who
spert most of the 19808 in #x
e iy Miami after the Sandi
nistas ook over his native co
untry. hopes he can recaplupe

some of the boxing skills that
helped bn o 74 successful
title defenses

Irosdcally, (hough. Arguello
may be better known in this
eountry for (wo losing efforts
against Pryor including a
memorable November 1082
Agh in Miawmi (hal saw Pryor
stop him in the | 4th round

Td ke o0 get a little bhin of

noterigly back. | won't. hie~

—

Edberg eager for one more

20. |

MELBOURNE
Jan 9 Sielan
Falbxerg wants an-
winer Grand Slam
Lithe. Badby

He may be in the
ol s career after
winning Wimmbiledon the US
Open and the Australian Qpen
twige each buwi he said Thurs-
day his desire for aneother

major Utle ssill burns. reports
AP

d Ul usnn

‘Winning another Grand
Siam is ebvously the goal |
have" Edberg said after ad-
vancing o the third rodnd of
the Australian Open with a 6-3
7-6(7-3). 6-4 win over
Romanian qualifier Adrian
Voinca.

‘Competing at the top of
the game is what | really want
to do. and be out there win-
ning a (oumament once n a

while_ | believe [ still can do #t

(win another Grand Slam). if
F'm playing well and | get a lit-
te luck with the draw

“That's very important to
believe that. because if you
don't believe it. you can't de it.
I'm still hanging in there and
my chance may come. It may
come here.'or the next one'or
the one after that -

Edberg. who celebrated his
Z29th birthday Thursday and is
unbeaten in matches on the
day. won his two Australian
crpwns i 1986 and 1987, His
last Grand Slam title was the
1992 US Open. -

He was presented with a

chocolate and cream birthday

cake by tournament organizers

alber lite inuleh, and aller
Dlowing wui ‘he candles' he
uicily Wolled dowrn a peece
fts sildl greatl 1o be outl an
Lhe court when vou are playing
well dotng the things you waiil
o do
Lhe Lruplhy

lng Sdid
seeded Nu. 6

The guiet Swede said he
had been looking forward o
thas year s Austraban Open.

Tm guite motivated and
I'm wnn pretty good shape and
hitting i(he ball well.” Edberg
Sand

® He said Sweden's win in
the Davis Cup last year — beal
ing Russia in the final after
corming from 0 2 down o oust
the United States in the sem-
finals — had been a big boost Lo
his career.

"I almost {orgot how greal
i is to win wgether with a
team. said Edberg. "The lasi
ume | did it was hack in 1988,
s0 it really put what | consider

Thal keeps mwe go
Edberg. whao

i

 mot a good year behind me.”

He failed o get past the
Lhird reund of any other Grand
Slam last vear after making the
Australian Open semifinals.

Mansell ';l—g_ﬁ; '
for McLaren

LONDON. Jan 19 Nigel
Mansell has reachéd a 7-mil-
lion-pound (dirs 10.5 million)
deal tc drive for MclLaren in
this year's Formula One chamg-
pionship a British newspaper

ard vou surceed and

Arg'ue]lo retum; to

wif

tennis player and it Is pe‘l'hlpl
the game with which this

sober. young man (s most
likely to retain his friendship.
Having retired hurt in the final
of the last club championship,
Jafar who represented his col-
lege in the doubles champi-
onship on more than one gcca-

sipgs has plans to become a
quality tennis coach. The job is

not easy and the Bangladeshi
turned Canadian has no illu-
sions about it: "Man, it is as ar-
duous to graduate into a top
coach as it is to stake your
claims as a top player.”
Veering away from his per-
sonal ambition Jafar who was
recently making the most of

vacation to see his parents and |

relatives here, could spare a
bit of cerebration for the future
of tennis in this eountry unlike
those who think tennis as a
game essentially based on
power and hence an exclusive
sport for the more muscular
and stronger westerners, Jafar
believes Bangladesh can pro-
duce quality tennis players.
Referring to Moroccan
Karim Alami as a riposte to the
believers in ‘westen speciali-
sation’ and Pakistan as a coun-
try in the sub continent where
tennis is really picking up,
Jalar observes: "the main de-
lerrent to the steady develop-
ment of this game in this
country is the want of ‘good
courts. | have seem the ones
are at the Ramna Tennis
Complex. The surfaces there
need 0 be improved -a lot
which 'means a lot of money” *
Although entertaining
plans of coming back to his
motherland in near future
Jafar does think of contribut-
ing something to the develop-
ment of tennis in this g
Our intentions de not .merit
miention uniess and until they

—

ring

Arguelle said. “I'm proud of

what I've done in the ring and

I'd lilee 10 show it again.~
Arguello will make dirs

20,000 for the boul, o he
atimits he can use ﬂtﬂm

divorces and the cenfiscation
of his Nicaraguan préperty by
the Sandinistas took much of
his :

Arguello’'s old house in
Nicaragua was recently re
turned 10 him by the current
government after being used
during the Sandinista regme
as Lhe Russian embassy

He rales Volnea
ranked just 176 in the world
as a prounusing player.

I had 10 work very hard
besaune he s a young

COHIinlE  g2uy

no -

saldd Edberg l_

HAPPY BIKTHDAY Swede Stefan Edberg has a prece of the

World Cup trio
for FIFA award

LISBON, Jan 19: Strikers
Roberto Baggio of italy, Briidi-
lian Romario and B
| Hristo Stoichkov are ‘the
finalists for the 1994 FIFA
world ‘player-of-the-year
award, a FIFA spokeswoman
announced on Wednesday, re-
ports Reuter,

The trio lead & list of play-
ers proposed in a vote by more
than 100 national coaches
from all over the world. )

The name of the winner
will be disclosed at a gala In
| Lisbon on January 30

Previous winners were
German Lothar WMatthahs
(1991). Dutchman Marco van
Basten (1992), and Baggio
(1993).

- Yekini injured

] MADRID. Jan 19: ngﬂ'ﬂl“
siriker Rashidi Yekini will be
oul for al least eight months
alter undergoing surgery here
for ruptured knee ligaments,.
reports AFP,

The former African foot-

baller-of-the-year suffered torn
cruciate ligaments during

Nigeria's (riendly against
England at Wembley last
November.

Jose Antonio de La Fdente,
the Sporting Gijon club sur-
geon, sald Tuesday's operation
1 was a complete success, bul

added that eight months rest

ulgarian | |

I 4

were 2 minimum before he
could start training again.

Yekini's (ransfer from
Olvmpiakos of Greece was can-
| celled when the Spanish club
discovered the injury at a rou-
tine medical.

|  Like father.
like son

| Ramibert. one of a new genera-
lion of Argentine footballers,

has a special reason ior help-

RIYADH. Jan 19 Sebastian |

ing his country qualily for the
1998 World Cup [imals in
| France. reports Reuter, i

The Independiente [or-
ward. 21 at the end of Lhe
| month,. is a descendant of

French mmigrants and his fa-
ther enjoved a {rultiul spell as
a lotballer in the homeland.

Ange! Rambert spent 11
seasons with Lvon and after
gaining dual nationality played
ior Framce. with. oaly injury
stopping_him Tren appearing
m the 1966 World Cup finals
in England.

Now his son. already
capped six times for Argentina
and an impressive performer
at iast week's intercontinental
Cup in Saudi Arabia. is aiming
to completa the dream his fa-
ither missed .

W's going o be a very emo-
| tional thme. Playing m the hap-
pen.” he (old Reuters. .

There will be a lot of di-
vided loyaities if we reach the
Waorld Cup in France because

wr «lill have a ot of relatives

in Fraawme
Rambert. who holkds dual

Argenitine and French national-
ity one of a host ol players
Pa out of their teens who
have been called (o Interna
I Uorml duty by Argentina's new
conch Danigl Passarella

The team reached the final
| of the Imercontinental Cup
last Friday. losing 2-0 o
one of Lheir Nive goals in an
earller win over Japan

He made an iminediale Im-
pact on his debut against Chile
last November. scoring after
jiret srven: mimuten in 2 3 O win
N Sanilbagy '

That was a very emustional
ceperwenee lor nmwe | had al
way s dspired Lo play in the na
Aunial leam That goal was the
slart ol a new e1a and people
will always remember that M
was e who staned the era
off ~ b naud

—
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4 Australian Op-

cilke which was presented to him by the Australian Open
organiging committee following his match against Adrian

Voinea of Romania. He turned 29 yegterday.

— AFP photo
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by theWorld Cup |

Still a rough girls' game

-UB-mr

By Onapito-Ekomoloit

The Daily Star 13

e ———

officials scored an unexpected success when World Cup attendances broke

all previous records. Now, however, officials have scored an own goal by failing to set
up the professional league they promised in return for the right to host the Cup.

Gemini News Service reports on a

Despite the enth-
usiasm generated
by last year's Wor-
id Cup, professi-
onal "made in the
USA" soccer has
(atled (o wake off. -

The proposed professional
league that was to start in
March has been delayed for a
year — though the ‘United
States won the bid to host the

o .

* 1994 World Cup for the first

time ever aller its soccer fed
eration pledged to start a pro-
fessional league by April 1995,

Utlicials now say they need
more time o dire players.
coaches. and e exhibi-
tion matches. But the real
problem Is insufficient spon-
sorship. itselfl a reflection of
lack of popwdar inlerest in a
sport that Americans still
think of as "a gaine for rough
girls.”

Dean Lirike. spokesman for
Major League Soccer. the Los
Angeles-based organisation
that oversees the US profes-
sional league. plays down the
delay: “The ed
be there.
The hunger will still be there.”
World Cup atternwlamee of 3.5
million easily shattered the
earlier record of 2.5 million
spectators whoe walched the
1990 world contest in Italy.

But many are jess sanguine.
Inteyest generated by the
World Cup has died, and soc

soccer setback.

cer rarely makes the sports
pages of newspapers like The
Washington Post, which did
extensive World Cup coverage
— educating readers on minute
details such as the size of the
goal s, :

"People loved the World
Cup because Americans love
big events,” says Posl
sportswriter Steve Gofl. "There
isnt much gping on in . this

country now. Until a profes-
sionad league starts you are not
going to see much.”

Goll says that "the people
who are undermining soccer
in this country are those run-
ning (it). They knew six years
ago that they were supposed to

chairman
Rothenbexg defends the organ-
Jdsers record: "From the time
we began (o develop plans for
division one outdeor profes-
sional soccer. we have insisted
that it is more important to do
it right than to do it on any
particular timetable.”

The Zurich-based
Féderation of International
Football Associations (FIFA),
world soccer's governing body.
supports the delay f

"FIFA is less concerned
with when MLS can get started
than with the quality of the
product itsell.” FIFA general-
secretary JS Blatter said In a
letter to Rothenberg. “We fully

support the idea of delaying its
start until 1996 in order to
devote more time to securing
sponsorship.”

Admits League spokesman
Linke: "There wasn't enough
money.” He says about® $50
million has been brought in so
far — a sum poor countries
cannot even dream of obtain-
Ing. ; '

Mastercard, a credit card
company that was a major
World Cup sponsor, Is typical
ofl many: "Sponsoring the
World Cup ‘and sponsoring
soccer are two things.” com-
mented spokesperson
Marriane Sullgenzi. "While we
were interested In sponsoring
the World Cup we are inter-
ested in sponsoring soccer,
okay?" :

Officials says, however, that
the are getting their financial
act together.

The League has fuu}-yet‘:ll'
sponsorship agreements wit

sports equipment glants Nike,
Reebok., Apex Ong, Adidas and

Mitre. -
ABC., one ol the four major

television networks, and
$ports channel ESPN have
signed three-year broadcasting
[ ] - 1

U VAR o
also president of the US
Soccer Federation and was
chiel executive of the Wqrld
Cup organising committee and
who has himsell invested in

the prolesstonal league, says
six millionaire investors have

joined the list of sponsors.

They include billionaire
John W Kluge, chairman and
president of Metromedia
Company, one of the largest
private companies in the US.

Others are Metromedia vice
president Stuart Subotnick,
Texan sports entrepreneur
Lamar Hunt and his son Clark
Hunt, AP1 Soccer (a US divi-
sion of a British-based sports
and television company). and
Los Angeles business group LA
Soccer Partners.

League officials are so con-
fident of success when the 10-
12 teams to kick off in March
1996 Lhat they have already
started selling tickets, though
serious support is unlikely

until matches get underway.
Meanwhile, as men's soccer

lolters. women's soccer is
solid. Televised college
matches feature women's

teams more often than men's,
and the US women's team is
the reigning world champion,
after winning the inaugural
women's world championship
in China three years ago. At
least Americans can be proud
of their rough girls. — Gemini
News

About the author: Onapito-

Ekomoloit is a Ugandan jour-
nalist studying in the US.

Soccer organisers try

to avoid an own-goal

By Charles Akin Ogunrinde in Lagos

OR Nigeria, next  year's
Under-21 warld soccer
chigmplonship ts more
than a chance to win a
sporting trophy: the military
government s hoping to put
on a show that will help
restore its hattered
international iImage
Lagos Is Infamous for its
corruption. Ms incredible traf
fic snarl ups. its filthy streets,

} iis erTatikc waler and electricity

“The organisers — FIFA and
Coca-Cola — are very keen that

we have waftertight security.” .

he says.

Crowd control measures
include restricting movement
in a radius of about one kilo
metre from the stadiums in
Lagos, Enugu Ibadar and
Kaduna The venues were cho-
sen 1o give a balanced expo-
sure Lo Nigeria s three main
ethnic groups — |Ibadan for the

Nigeria is hoping to win the Under-21 world
soccer confest. But as host nation, reports
Gemini News Service, the government is
even more concerned that the country
presents a friendly and efficient face to

visiting fans — and to the

media.
For visilors. the chaos
begins and ehds with the ex-

perienge of fgotiating & way
through Lagos . The
awesome job of ng a
iriendly front to visiting fans by
cleaning up Lagos and the
ihree other cities in whieh
matches will be played has
fallen ‘'on a specially-appointed
Local Organi Committee
(LOC), which . has ap-
poinied a series of sub-com
miliees.

It is a race: against thme be-
cause the sub-committees have
o complete thelr job in time
for a final inspection of facili-
iles by the Federation of
international Foolball Assoc-
lations (FIFA) in December.

Organising Committee
head, sports administrator
Sebastian Williama, says the
top Concerns are security and
equipiment.

international

Yoruba. Enugu for the lgho and
Kaduna for the Hausa-Fulam

You will be asked to park
Hou car at a designated point
and join one of the buses we
will provide from there to the
stadium.” he explains "Before
you on the bus. there will
be a -check. When you get
to the stadivm, there will be
another body-gheck "

To help rnsure asmooth en-
try and exit from the grounds,
tickets will not be sald at the
wAtes

Visiting officials, he adds
will gt maxiimmum security ev-
erywhere, “especially in the
hotels -

On equipment, the LOC

chiefl nays the government has
r"lﬂrmm'h
y

Special attention is being paid
to the nsjallation of a special
international Proadcasting
Centre.

The work 'of the media and
publicity sub-committee is well
advanced. according to itls
leader. Khalifa Baba Ahmed:

“‘We have packaged radio
and television jingles. We have
designed billboard messages.
We have souvenirs and we are
targeting all entry peoints to
Nigeria as our main publicity
centres - -

Ahmed savs that everyone
making an operator-assisted
phone call to Ni will be
greected with the message:
“This is Nigeria. the host of
Nigeria 95"

Radio and television

tions are being encouraged to
begin daily transmissions with

the same message.

A Radio Nigeria jingle de-
clares that “the most exciting
event in Nigerias soccef his-
tory is coming through: the
FIFA/Ceoca-Cola World Youth
Championship — the Under-21
World Cup. From the 1i1th to
the 26th of March 1995 the

best of the world will bring
brilliant soccer to Nigerian
soil. And every match will be
transmitted live on radio. Iit's




