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The World is Blue

and Bright: A Swiss

INnfluence

by Gemini Wahhaj

HAHLA Vinita Karim s

paintings are ke Ch

ristmas cards. The
Festival. lar example s an
outburst of bright colours and
merry details against a dark
blue Christinassy npight back-
ground. An orange moon ops
the scenery of red and yellow
mountains. wulu-coloured hi-
lis. cartoonish rool-opped ho-
uses, egually high trees and
sunflowers. and. in the fore
groumd, (wo boats (Noah s
Arks?” crowded with animails
A hol air batloon carries Lhe
scene s lestive message high
up into the air. Its a very cgie
bratery picture.

Most ol Shahla s sceneries
are painted agalast a bluish
purplish hackground. bursting
intc an cxplosion ' ol bright
colours in the toregronnd  Sh
ahla aiso lik== a nwmals
segma 0 b an anaeriyine
them= {0 all (heee p'vtures.” }
say. ‘| think th~re is co much
harshiess.. (o mueh war in
the workd.” savs Slatua e
fore she concentrates un W lal
gives her plrusure — the ani
mals. bright colonred moun
taing anvd hue. blue rivers. 1t is
almost ns I Lthe artist has
created her own world in her
works. -

The paintings might look
very similar at tirst sight. | he
Reunton. the Festival, and the
duunlﬂr show the same gen
eral’ scene But while The
Festival [urises na *he gale'y of
the occasion. Jh. .Journey
gives a new twisl to the same
general scene by means ol a
single long winding plant that
disuppcars nto the distam
sky. and The Reundon centers
around two'llntertwined reeds,
arkl wiimals eleahoua~
deer, ghaties aimd nsh Ll
ing together

Vinita vwas born in Burma
‘and educated in Sweden

There

where she also attended (we
years of fine arts studies al the
Gerleshorg Art School in
Stackhoim. Married to her
Bangladeshi hushand Shahla
now lives and paints in Swi
tzerland. The mwuntatins elks
and hot air bafloons (a favou-
rite pastime in the country)
are all part of the Swiss in
fluence.

But Europeans find a dis-
linct Indianism in Vinita's
patntings. &s depicted by (he
liny Mogtu) like drawing of
animals %Y The Festival The
oLt atns in the saune patnt -
wig. however. suggest Nalve
AL

Vinita started painting as
child At the art schoul in
Stocknolm. she learned the
technigues and toerls that
wuttld equin her to matnt vhat
ever she l'ked P (he tewn
vears of formal art Uraining alen
destroved m.och of her creatly-
ity. When she began to paint
itecly again., she drew ihe
Alpine mountains ol Switzer-
land and lots of flowers

Butl people told me, | had
something special in my paint
srgs that | should pursue * said
Vinita. This i= when she star-
led painting in her own unique
stvie

Virita paintg at night. when
her children are asleep. "One
is more creative at night.” she
says She paints In ‘water
colours. “"When | first started
painting.” she says, "l used to
do o!l paintings. But »il is tno
heavy, thick”™ Water colours,
on Lthe other hand, are light
and alrv It takes the -artist 10
i 4 davs 1o inish a piece.

Vinita exhibited 28 ol her
paanungs in [)hlll.u “Were you
we' raecven?” ! ashed "Yes,
the 2 list salu with a laugh
“Teopls beught them, which is
the best compliment they can
ey You.
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Jesus '71: A Soln‘ory Movie from Bangladesh

RETT. Katan 118 B
Wl e chscussuie  aboult
the Londoun Pilm

Festival. | pad only scea six of
the lilms so lar and Jliadia s
‘Bandit Quecnt had appeated w
me strongly. Now | was eapger
to see somme Inore. When | sug-

gested that we visil the
Natioflal Film Thealre. Brett
and Ratan readily agreed. A

good lm would dispel the fa-
ligue ol a hard day's work. we
thought.

Brett was my colleague at

work. He was an archagologist
and had worked on the rins
of Mohenjodaro of Pakistan, He
had worked in the historical
siles of the Ajanta-lllora civili
salions in India. He had car-
ried out excavations in Egypt.
From a middle-class English
ackground. Brelt was quite
knowledgeable about Asian
culture and civilisation
even understood a smattering
of Urdu. Hindt and even
Bengali. He had been working
at the British Museum but was
not very happy there and had
finally efided up at Tower
Hamlets. working i the ad-
niinistration.

As [or Ratan, he was a
Bangladeshi yuuing man on one
of his trequent trips to London.
He was woarking as the media
manager. lor an advertising
firm in Bangladesh. A progres-
sive chap. somewhat ol a
‘culture-vullure . too. He was
quite a film-watcher, .Lhat s i
the [llms were worth watching.
Ratan was a rather taciturn fel-
low, preferring to listen rather
than to speak

Anyway, we sel ofl (o
London's National Film
Theatre, The continuous driz-
zle was remintscent ol the
*monsoon weather back in
Bangladesh. We drove past the

He.

Tower Bridee, along the
Thames 1owards 1ne parita-
mert house. | oe smail hard ol
U, Deny Nenreu Six We crossed
uvef Westinlasicr Boidge and
turned lefe at e roundabount .
The lormer GLO bullding rose
majestically befaore ns GLC was
the Greater L.ondon Council
its a shanw that GLC doesn
cxas! anvmore. This had at one
time been the centre of cul
tural activiues, partucularly for
the ethmc munority. All sorts
pl lestivals and functions had
been held there. It had been
tun by the Lahour Pary gov
ernment. It Mad extended all
sorts of help to the comm
neople whether for rmpln\‘
ment. education. transport or
u'hatrvt-r. Labours Ken
Livingstone had been GLC's
head then. Bul once i(he
Conservaltivse Margaret
Thatcher came o power she
readily did away with the
Council. despite much publie
protest. A Japanese en
irepreneur owns the building

now and is supposed to con-,

vert it into a hotel soon

NFI1. the National Film
Theatre. ts adjacent to the GLC
butlding. When "we [inally
eached Lthe theatre, it was
still drizzling As we entered. |
noticed a voung couple locked
in passionate embrace, oblivi-
ous of the rain. Rain never af-
lecis romance. no matler
whete vou mav be in the world!

Brett was quite interested
in Bengall cullure. He was ea-
ger o see a Bengali film having
only read a iew English trans-
Fitions of Beugal books him
sclf. | was apologetic because
Hengall films hardly ever found
place in this festival though a
leninre tiim had been chosen
o bangladesh this time —
Jesus ‘71" The lilm had been

by Aminul Haq Badsha

ade 1993, This film ol one
hour and forty minutes was di-
recoed by Nasiruddin Yused,
populariy knewn 10 his fnends
As Bacchu. A polite. modest,
well-spoken man, Bacchu had
been a ficedom fighter during
our liberation struggle. He was
ham in 1950 and had done his
MA in Journalism from Dhaka
University in 1972.

Jesus 71 was a ilm on the
Liberation War of Bangladesh.
with parucular focus on the
bloody atrocities ol the
Pakistan occupational foroes
The heroic sacrifices made by
the treedom fighters were also
highlighted 1n the hHilm.
Unfortunately, the fibm had al-
ready been exhibited towards
the beginning of the fesuval. so
we didn'i gel 10 see 1

Nasiruddin Yusuf -had cen
tred the film on a simple
theme to depict the religious
hvpocrisy of the Pakistan army
how Lhey commitled genocide
in the name of religion | asked
him. “Why didn’t vou focus on
the fundamentalists of today i
you want to expose them
rather than use Jesus as a
symbol” He replied "The wav
things are in Bangladesh_ these
religion-mongers are the ones
who hold all the power. They
are protected bv the govern-
ment. 1 had such problems
getting this Alm released as it
is. If I had targeted them di-
rectly. the film would not have
been released at all!”

The first film by . a
Bangladeshi director to be
shown at a London Film
Festival was in 19868, The film
was writien and direcied by a
Sylheu vouth living in London.

Ruhul Amin. But all the techni-
clans were rom Britain The

Touching the Hearts
of the Listeners

ARGET

newcomer in the

' I
initiated In August, 199,

its limited resources -
*instrument wise. With the ba

and the band manager and drummer Palash. it
made its shy appearance In the world of music. 1

As Lhe band members pul

the band — Target Touch — is self-
therefore. been the sole
band from its very inception to touch the

It has,

hearts of its target listeners
people. This group,

been highly praised.

Recently it has brought out its audio cas:
sette 'Ochena Yuvak' [Unknown Youth) which « °
has been very entHusiastically received by the
listeners of band music. The songs in this enl-
letion has dealt with g wide rang= of subjects —
from love to politics, Its major eiphasis has
been laid on the frustrations of vouth in a tur-
mofle} social and political situation.
theme of Lthe songs carried .in this audio
much conscious of the social
evils that play-havoe with a youth's life in our

collection is very m

country.

The leadger of this band is Mintu, assited by ‘
dinage r/arummer

Falash, key-board/vocal

Touch s a

music in Bangladesh. This group was
In the begining of its
journey. this band faced a great challenge with

like most other band
groups, is not limited to performing in Dhaka
alone. It has performed in many places outside
Dhaka and even in foreign lands where it has

Fayes, Munna, lead guitarist Parvez, vocal /base
Raju and Jashim tn gultar

relatively
band

e = — i

ASIA VYOI f' Presents

i TARGETToucH

arena ol

manpower and
nd leader Mintu

il el =

it., the name ol
explanaltory.
objective of the

— the common

Sa. the

came from America,

lilm had been Rnamed A Kind
of English'. He had made 1t tor
Channel Eour wlevisson. This
wasn ( his first film He had
immade several documentaries
before this and had been
praised highly by the Brniush
press. Unfortunately., the
Bengali communny has f(ailed
1o give him any sort of recogi-
tion. Not that this bothers him
So what?' is hus reacuon
Meanwhile, Ruhul Amun s
carving a niche for himself n
the world of ilelevision and
films out there. | was formunate
o have been able W act in the

title rgle in A Kind Of English
No Bengali ilm came 1o the

lestival from India 1his year
Last vear a single film of Mninal
>en was exhibited. Afier the
death of the ilm genius

Satyajii Ray. Indian Bengali
lilms no léenger poured into
London s film festival. Rayv was
one of the véry few who man-
aged to uphold the Bengali
culture. literature and tradi-
tion to the rest-of the world.
His Alm ‘Pather Panchali’, a
piece of art in itself. most
poignantly drew the attention
of the world and immortalised
Ray The, film 1s included in
e~ L bas of Alm courees at
intern2*tonal universities and
institutions. Ray rer=ved the
Academy Award in M2 While
in a Calcutta hosp... J kav o
awarded the RQighest civil
award of France. the Legion of
Honour. by the French
President Mitterrand. He won
many. many other awards dur-
ing his 37-year career In
which he produced 27 f[eature
films, quite a few documen-
taries and a few television
films as well. Last. year's
London Film Festival was ded|-
cated to Satyajit Ray. the first
time any Bengall film-maker
was thus honoured,

This time the film f(estival.
the 38th Londan Film Festival,
began on November 3 and
ended on November 20 Films
China,.
France. Britain, Algeria. Iran,
Vietnam and so many more
places. Four hundred films
were Exhibited in all. For the
first time a6 fH{lm from
Bangladesh found place in the
festival. India had 37 [ilms.
none of them Bengall. The
indian filmn, 'Bandit Queen’ at-
iracted crowds. The film Is
based on the life of the Indian
bandit queen Phulan Devi. She
had been quite a figure In the
Western media. So, the film on
her life drew quile a lot of at-
tention.

Sheila Whittaker is the di-
rector of the London Film
Festival, She has been respon-
sible for the suocess/failure of
the festival over the years. The
festival was sponsored this
time by American Airlines,
Evening Standard. The
Guardian. CHannel 4, Time Out
and 20 other sponsors.

| asked one of the nl'l'lt'lllﬁl
of the Festival why Bangladeshi
films weren't shown. He

| repljed that films of good

weren it avallable
othe rwise hese would surely
e civen place 10 Lhe Festtval
It 1s sad that we dont produce
Himygagd enough for suech ext

mlaitactagad

Josufe "Afller Zahw Raithan was

killed a tremendous vacuum
was created in our film indus-
vy, Even Alamgir Kabir is no
more. He was (ull ol ideas lor
good films. Persons involved in
the fGlm industry loday, rising
aclors and actresses, direclors
and others. leel Lthat good films
can be made il the government
was willing Lo finance these.
Mosl persons are unwilling to
mvest in good films as these
are not commercially viable.

There are certainly several
directoss in Bangladesh quite
capabie of making filbms of in-
ternatlonal standard. But there
15 a lack ol financiers. With a
little boost from the govern-
ment. these [ilm-makers could
produce wonders. Then per-
sons hke my [riend Brett
would be able 10 get to know a
little bit more about us. abgut
our culture

The wriler is a London
bascd syndicaled columnist.
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TELEVISION

1995

- The Crystal Maze

Dﬂtiomrm BTV

has been offering its we-

ckend morning audience

a new movie serial. —The

Crystal Maze.

Huﬂdmthtﬂwm
by Jacgues Amtoine with whom

Chatsworth Television has a
long established rela-
tonship. The Crystal Maze is
reported o be the most inno-

vative adventure entertainmerft

show on British television

The Crystal Maze is a self-
contained waorld
lour distinct zones — Medieval
Fulu ristic, Astec and Ocean
ithis last zone replaced the
Industrial
the first tliree series). In each

rone there are sim cRambers of

and
is= a

var-ving dynensions
within each chamber
fAaiTw

The object of The Crvsial
Marze is for a team of six peo
pie. with different skills and
lalents, 1o atiempt and win as
Ny games as possible

Each game successfully

completed. within the individ
ual game time pertod, will re-
sult in the winning of a Crystal

Each crystal represents a

lime period of five seconds —
the total number of crysials
gainerd lotalling the amount of
tume the team has to enter and
aperl within the Dome

The Dome ja ol the l"‘!‘l'ltﬂ'
ol The Crysial Mare and con-
tains the prises. These are
represented by gold tokens
miged among silver t(okens
that swirl around inside Lthe
[ renne

The presenter, who is also
the team guide in The Crystal
Maze |a introduced to us sl
the beginning of the pro
grammune at the Dome He ex
plains the game and intro
Quces Lhe competing leam. He

then revesls (o us which of the

lour 2ones — Medieval Futw
risli Aztee or (eean — the
iram bus elecied o slart from

He meets Lhemn in person at
e enlrance of the shoesen

rone and explains that as a°

team they have only len min
ules o enjer and attempt as
Hkdlly Eanes as possible. When
tns ten miniule period is up
they must move on to the next
2o e

The zone enlrance is guar-

ded by an obstacle. Onee inside

the zone. the team is confren-
ted by six chambers each
conlaining a game with its owwr
specifi¢c Ume period — 1.00,
| 30280, 2.30, or 3.00.

The games are also divided
into categories — Physical,
Skill. Mental and . The
presenter knows which games
are in which chambers and the
time period allowed for each —
the team does not.

The captain must first se-
lect a game category and a
team member to attempt the
game. Having done so the pre-
senter takes them to the
chamber. starts the individual
Chamber Clock and allows the
player to enter.

If the player is successful a
Crystal will be won — the
player literally cellects it and
exits with it. if the player is
unsuccessful no crystal is won
— and if the player is unsuc-
cesslul and f[ails to exit the
chamber within the game time
period he/she will be locked
in.

If a team member is locked
in. the captain can do one of-

three things: (a) lmedialcly

goondalsm

on
coloured) . paper on

weapon

A Shoppmg List

Continuerd frpm pempe
Dhaka metropolis [atrnbms

i slimmiing projects); da-
coliv {bust the boom): de-cen-
fralization gexercises  (too

r{g-mph'ﬂ. dehvdraytion (politi-
cal. stugdv) Environmental

studies [atmosphere. political,
civil  service. academig).
Efficiency (examine in all
seclors.
"Empowerment” (delegate).
Fertilizer {encourage inorganic
production: discourage
human). Farakka (separate
iIssues and non-issues; act an
former). Food (match growth
rate will that of the
population). Ghorasal’ (more’
than one problem); the

gyroscopic effect in political

(how (o attain);
(1995 fashion
geriatrics (national

stability

trends);
wellare).
Under 'H', national debate

Hartals. A white for
Hartals
immay be produced for world-

wide circulation (and sale) —

how to employ this powerful
in other countries.
Iindustrialisation (mass re-

cycling /disposal of garbage):
internal
lcurb foreign treatment ‘migra-

security measures

tion): infrastructural studies

tpolitical fractures: first-. sec-
ond-, and third — aid meth-
ods);
{ jecls

implementation of pro-
(distribution of -field
manuals — a sore issue with
the donor agencies). Individual
styles in politics (study of).

Jute (manufacture of umbrella
cloth); jetties (design

float

ing, mobile models fof quick
shifting). A few sessions on
Jamdani (no models): the fu-

lure ol ] rdars: and export
jack [ruit/juilte.
aplni murc pmnrrrl

including political).

kabaddl (plan for
Olympic title);
(export).

possible
krishnachura
Longevity studies

. linclude average life of each

steady).

concurrence) .

Parliament); Lashkars (better
working conditions, interna-
tional maritime contracts).

Moderation — guiding prin-
ciples. for balancing. Mechani-
cally £rnpcllcd vehicles (land
and water) — safety. rules.
Muslin (re-export). Narcotics
fuse the anti-smoking squad).
Oil (profit diversification
policy). Petroleum (dgrivative
policy). Price de-control
mechanisms (Opposition
contribution). Quick disposal
and dispersal programmes
éincluding hartals).

Rallway - Ired to black:
Jamuna track width, decide).

Rationalizatton of allotment
procedures (all sectors exclud-

ing nepotism). Study of System

Loss in political activities (the
other sectors are going
Traffic congestion
(issue of bicycles to’the staff;
and sharing of private cars).
Transparency (in political in-
tercourse). Tolerance factor of
Bangladeshi (define).

Unity (nationial theme on:
Verification of
Identity Cards. Wild life
preservation (in the cities) X-
ray machines: local assembly/
production, for the rural
health scheme: and devélop

mé¢nt of a special model for X-
raying politicians

or de-orientation:
Project).
lon);
(identify:

discourage, as necessary).

Youth (re-.
5-Year
Zirconiym (extract-
zero-growth sectors
encourage or

There are too many issues

for our hard working MPs. For
rest ;and recreation, perhaps
some hartal days may be ap-
proved by the Parliament.

divided imto

rone appearing in

2. Mr Azad

buy the team member
the cost of one

Dduthcd::ilhumﬂﬂ-htﬁ_

in the game: [c] Leave the
team member locked in indef-

err#il finally and on
compietion gj the, final rone

=S
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Viewing Video

by Lenin Gani

N 4 scale of eng 10 teni
Dumb & Duwuber wo-
uld not score a high
rating. Okay. it combines the

charismaue Jim Carrey, star of

Mask and Ace Ventura with
JET Daniels bul barring a few
iypical Carrey quips, the Lilm
falls woelully short of rlpﬁ'
tauons.

" Hriefly. the story goes:
Cuarrey and Duniels are a pair of
imbeciles whose lives have
been pothing but a sad joke.

The two regardgd as mislils
by the society for their outra-
geous behaviour and someti-
mes repugnanlt mannerisms
decide w0 return a briefcase 1o
woman after Carrey witnesses
whalt he thinks is a crime
being committed. In faet. the
WOITIaAnN 'Isrfn'un the TV series
Picke! Feuces) was delivering
ransom money- for the abduc-
tors of her husband.

After travelling a great dis-
tance and having a few close
calls on the way. they finally
reach their port of call.

During the whole time the
case is not opened. That is

until they have a brief uff
When it 15 unlocked they are

awestruek, . revirl

Unl’nrtunate.iy Jhey
she is already marribd and lea-
ve empty-handed but still

ul infndh

NAME T PE CAST

1.  Dumb & Dungber « (Comedy) Jim Carmrey /Jefl Danieis

2. Speechless (Romantic) Michael Keaton/Geena
] Danvis

3. My New Gun (Comedy) Diane Lane/James Legros

4. A Foul And His Money (Comedy) Sandra Bullock

5. Starlet [ ) Timothy Dalton /Sean Bean

6. Thunder In Paradise-3 (Com/Adv) Hulk Hogan

7. Hits From The '

CUrypt-94 (Wrestling)
8  Molly & Gina (Thriller) Frances Fisher /Natasha

9.  Dhune Surfer

N Deep Re

i U Leosw Down Dirty
LI FTITE |

Gregson Wagner-
Michael lronside
Hbchatl Biehn

Keenen lvory

12, Rangy Yop % u.nn >coll Lee /Esai Morales
13. Rv The oS ored
1L Chaku Masuwr "Artion) Brucce Lee
1 v L\ Lo ) Miclsael nian
I, Anoe| T
7. Ih.th It~
HINDI

NAML 'Y P (AN

I Flum Aphe Hai Karm MRom) Salr oy XKhewn I'vach i Tt

IM: Soura) K Barjalya
Pro: Kamal Kumar
Barjatya |

Mus: Raamlaxiigm

Di: T Rama Rao
Pro: Vishal Nihalani
Murs: Bappi Lahin

{Rom / Actron)

Aanl g =~ o "Chambiu

3 Gopi Kishan (Action) Sunil Shetty/Shilpa
Shirodkar /Karishma
Kapoor
Di: Mukesh Duggal
Pro: Mukesh Duggal
Mus: Anand Malind
4 TeesraKaun | Action) Mithun /Chunky Pahdey /
Javed Jafry
5 Hum Hai Bermisal Akshay Kumar /Sunil Shetty /
Shilpa Shetty .
D% Deepak Bahry
Pro: Ms Geeta Gupfa
Mus: Anu Malik
MUSICAL
NAME ™WPrPE
Best O 94 Collection of popular melodies

Soveree: Film Fair Video avwl othey chubs

[



