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US Scecretary of State Warren Christopher (L) and Russian
Foreign Minmister Andrei Kozyrev chat during their press

conference onn Wednesday after two days of talks. — AFP photo

Dellg is In gOOd health: China's govern-

ment on Thursday continued to say senior leader Deng
Xiaoping is healthy. despite new reports that his health has
greatly dechne. AP reports from Beijing.
_ Gencrally speaking. lor an old man in his 90s. Derng
Xiaoping is in good health.” Foreign Ministry spokesman Shen
Guolan said at a briefing.
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De Klerk won't resign: ocpuy president
F W de Kilerk described serious strains in South Africa's
coalition govermnment Thursday. but said he had no intention
of quitting. AP reports fromm Johannesburg.

“There 1s no truth-in the allegations that | have resigned.”
he sgid in a speech 10 the women's rﬁucus of his National
Party. Rumors ol his resignation had emerged earlier
Thursday. depressing prices on the Johannesburg Stock
Exchange.
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Filipino team to go to Japan: s,
Filipino doctors and engineers experienced in earthquake
rescues are ready to {ly to Japan as soon as Tokyo gives the all
clear. President Fidel Ramos said yesterday. Reuter reports
tromm Manila.

He said in a statement that the team. veterans of a 1990
earthquake that killed more than 1.600 peeple in the north-
ernn Philippines, is waiting for Tokyo's approval before Read-
ing for Japan aboard a C-130 Philippine Air Force transport

.pl.anc. \

China's Il:t)iopulhtiun te exceed 1.2 b:

China's population is expected 1o exceed 1.2 billion next
month. five years earlier than the government hoped. the of-
ficial China Daily reporied on Thursday. AP says from Beijing.
The couniry's population will surpass 1.2 billon — the gov-
ernment’'s target for theyear 2000 — around February 15 the
newspaper reporied. citing the State Statistical Bureau.

Clint Eastwood to be honoured:

Clint Eastwood will be honoured at the 67th Academy Awards
with the Iraving Q Thalberg Award for “consistently high
quality of motion picture production.” AP reports from
Beveriy Hills. 4

The announcemient — made on Wednesday by Arthur
Hiller. president of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences — cited Eastwood for his production of more than
30 liims through his company. Malpaso. Eastwood won Oscars
for best picture and direction for 1992's "unforgiven” and was

nominated for hest actor

*
Thailand 427 Myanmarese:
Morr than 400 illegal Mfanmar workers were rounded up
and deported back (o Myanmar yesterdav as part of an effort
lo prevent illegal workers entering Thailand. lmanigration
Department oflicials said Reuter reports from Mae Sot

A combined task foree of border patrol police and immi-

grajion officials launched a pre-dawn round-up at various sites
in and around this Thai border town and proanptly sent 427
illegal workers Dack across the border 10 Myanmar

Peru's first lady on hunger strike:

Peru's estranged first lady Susana Higuchi has gone on a
hunger strike to protest hgr party's ellmination from t(he
April congressional elections, Reutler reporta from Lima
Higuchi. a 44 year-old civil engineer who has began i
vorce proceedings against Prespdent Alberto Fujimor), started
her hunger sirike on Tpesday night to ask for justice from

the National Elections Board

3 Filipi kidnappers shot dead:
1no :

Pulic e h.HEI three suspecied members ol a kidnap gang

when they stopped them atl & roadblock. a sendor police offi
cer sakd yeslerday Reuter reporis from Angap

Codorl Tom Lanton told reporiers the three were shot
deud i the gunbattle Yial erupled when Lhetr car was inter
ceplud just north of M.adla on Wednesday alter a tip ofl twe
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Egyptmn newsman freed: . . s
]{Hll’ﬂ.ﬂl Sl wha Jiadd Yeely e lor 2 ddavs o Charges of

spreading Musl lrged on
Wednesday. a leadug Gwtiiber of the Lalwoot Pany saxd AFP
reports from Cawro -

Adel Hussein, who s also secrelary general of the Lalv.ar
Party which 1s allied with the Mughm BretheMood was
ireed this afiernobn and he has gone home " the secretary. of
the party s execulve conumiier Abdallah Abu Hassan sasd

- L - -
Vietnamese skmcker Lalled; A
Vietnamese boal. person who 1 o hijack plane (Fal
was carrying him back bome has begn senienced o 20 years
in prison. a newspaper reported on Thursday AF says (rom
Haroi.

The attemipted hijacking last May illustrated the despera-
ton of thousands of Vietnamese boat people who remain in
holding camps around Southrast Asia and jace repatriat n.

S-Cuban talks open:  new rwund o s

Cuban talks on migration issues opened in New Yeork
Wednesday 1o review progress in the implementation of im
accord reached last September. Xinhua reports from
Washington -

The Cuban delegation is led by Micarde Alarcon. president
of the Cuban pariiament and the US team headed by Dennis
Havs. coordinator for Cuban affairs at the State Department.
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Thunder claims 9 in Zimbabwe: »
single lighting bols killed nine people and seriously injured
seven in a village in central Zimbabwe on Tuesday. police said
on Wednesday Reuter reporis from Zimbhabwe
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Major narrowlf
wins vote on EU
fishing polic

LONIYWN, Jan 19 Prime
Minisier Joln W.gor narrowly
WO an mporiant parhamen-
tary voie on European Urson
fishing policy best almost im-
mediaiely {aced fresh pressure
\tuday from rebels in his party
tver Britain s role in the EU
repurts Reuter

Major had a2 narrow _
o mine on Wednesday rght s
vote. enough o defeat an op-
position motion attacking the
governunend lor s part n a
decision by the European
Unson) last menth o open wa-
lers off wesiern Britain to
Ssriah frahermman

LONDON. Jan 19 A report
Frnday saxdd Britain s treaiment
of political asvium seekers.
refugers and migragls is ap-
pathing and accused the gow-
ermment of overall lack of cun-
cern for their rights. reports
AP

The report pubfished by the
Pruman rights group Jusitice
echo points m a report in
October by Amnesty Interna-
tional whish saxd Britain's
practice of locking up lfrge
muimbers of asylum seekers
indefinitely without access to
couris violates international
kara

Friday's Justice report, pub

i

SARAJEVO. Jan 19: A [rag-
ile ceasefire in Bosnia was un-
der renewed threal after a
Sarajevo leenager was woun
ded by a sniper as he frolicked
i the snow and rival groups
reopernned dormant battle
fronts. reports Reuter,

The 15-year-old boy was se-
riously wounded by a. Serb
sniper while sledging in the
snow-covered capital in an (-
cident condemned by UN
peacekeepers as a serious
breach of the three-week-old
ceaselire.

"It's the most serious Inci-
dent of that nature we have
had in quile some time.”™ UN
spokesman Paul Risley told a
news conference on Wednes-
day. "We strongly deplore it.”

In central Bosnia shells
were [ired or Wednesday for
the first time since the
Muslim-led government and
Bosnian Serbs signed the truce
o1 1ew years eve., a UN

spokesman said.

Bosnian government trﬁop-
fired some 20 artillery rounds

lowards Serb-held Donji Vakuf.

Major Koos Sol said,

- s signiflicant because it

has been very quiet in that area
for almost two months now.
We don’t know why this hap-
pened but we're looking into
i, Sal told Reuters. '
Sporadic fightjng was rg-
ported in the northwest Biliac
eniclave. where government

troops and Bosnian Serb forces

clashed to the west of Bihac
town. with 21 artllery rounds
registered sby the United
Nations.

Serb forces have been try-
ing to seize a water reservoir
supplying Bihac town from the
Rovernment 5th corps who re-
look it in & surprise attack last
Friday. Bosnians Serb sources
said their forces had suffered
heavy casualties in the fighting.

The UN brokered ceaselire
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A hody is recovered from the ruins of a home on Thursday, two days after the earthquake

International

BIIE FRY | Ceasefire in Bosnia under

end Lhe 33-month-long
Bosnian war, but plans to de-
ploy peacekeeping troops be-

tween the rival armies have
been blocked by haggling over

key provisions of the truce

The United Nations said the
Muslim-led army had failed to

"~ withdraw as promised from a
demilitarised zone. west of
Bosnian
Serbs refused to open up roads
into the city for civillan traffic

Sarajevo, and the

in retaliation.

UN peacekeepers had been
encouraged to believe after a
helicopter

flight oh Tuesday that Bosnian

army troops had withdrawn as

promised from the zone!

But a French UN ground pa-
trol spotied 80 armed gov-
ernment soldiers
through the zone just after
dark. “French battalion sol-
diers tried to stop these sol-
diers but despite warnings

reconnalssance

moving.

The Baily Star 5

was aimed at reviving talks to mc} continued southwards,”

said UN military spokesman
Lieutehant Celonel Gary
Coward.

As Lhe Serbs and Muslims
battle, there were fresh signk
on Wednesday of a rift among
Bosnian Muslims and Croats
who agreed in Vienna last year
to form a federation.

A session of the Bosnian
federation constituent assem-
bly. scheduled for Wednesday
morning. had to be postponed
alter Croat-Muslim talks ended
in fatlure, the Croatian news
agency Hina reported.

It said the main stumbling
block was continued dis-
agreement between the two
sides on the rotation of the
federal president. The Mus-
lims and Croats differed in
their interpretation of the
Vienna agreement stipulating
that the president must be ro-
tated every six months.
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measuring 7.2 on the Richterscale struck the city. More than 3,000 are confirmed dead.

— AFP photo

US, UK, France d

efend use

of economic sanctions

" 1'NITED NATIONS. Jan 19
The Uniled States. Britain and
France on Wednesday de-
fended. the”use of economic
sanctiens. (aking issue with
parts of a recent report by UN
Secretary-General Boutros Bo-
ttroe-Ghall. reports Reuter

‘Sanctions may be a blum
instrument. but they can be a
useful one. and they are less
blunt than the alternative whi
ch s, all oo often. the use of
military lorce.” US Ammbassadar
Madeleine Albright teld the
Security Censrpeil

She was taking part In a de
bate on a report by the secre.
tary generpl on peacekeeping.
peacemaking and relaied suly
jreis :

One of his proposals was for
the establishment of a4 UN
mechanism (0 assess (he of

China sacks 500
officials for
taking bribes

HONG KONG. Jan 19 Chi
iese aulhorities In southern
Guangdong province kiched
oud more than 500 party and
governmment officials’ found
guilty of (aking bribes in last
year s anticorruption drive, it

was reporied oday, says AFP.

Zhang Xeijun. Deputy Pro-
curator of Guangdong Provin-
cial People’'s Procuratorate.
and head of the province's
anti-graft bedy. 1old China-

Ta Kung Pao that the
als were invalved in some

400 case of cogruplion in
1994 -

These officials were all
working in party, governmeni.
judicial, law pgnforcement.
economic and trade offices. he
said

Zhang said ' authoritjes
hand centred t anti-cor-
ruption campaigns in these
departments and .set up 232
anti-graft branches province
wide

fects of sanclions on the tar-

'AWInmm-

geted countay as well as on s ‘lh- presupposed a threat to

trading pariners and other
countries which might sufier
unintended harm.

Boutros-Ghali suggested the
assessment! should take place
before the Couneil imposed
the sanctionts and then be
continued. to enable the curbs
o be fine-tuned so0 as (o max
limise their political eflfect and
minimise what he called
“tollateral damage .’

Britein’'s Sir David Hanpay
sald the secretary-general was
right 16 point up Use problems
raised by sanctions. but added
that “the posing of paradoxes
suech as the conflict between
sanctions and developgent . is
hardly & sound basis for mak

ing dilbcult policy detisions.”

internattonal peace and secu-
rity. which was itsell inimical
to the development of both the
lransgressor state and the vic-
tim.

Ambassador Jean-Bernard
Merimee of France said that
on the subject of sanctions, his
governmeni{ was “not totally in
agreement with the proposals
of the secretary general.”

Experience showed sanc:
tions shouwid serve a precise
objective and the criterla un
derlying their imposition. as
well as their regular ew,
should be stipulated from the
outset. Bul it was egqually nec
casary (o preserve the au-
tonomous decision-making of
the Security Council.

Lankan monks demand

apology from Pope

COLOMBO, Jan 19; On the
eve of Pope John Paul II's ar
rival, more than 100 Buddhist
monks marched in Colombp

Thursday. an apol-
ogy from the ponufl insult-
ing this country's predodhinant

report
robed monks caused a
minor traffic snarl as they
walked halfl a mile from the
main rallway tequinal o Pre.
sident Chandrika Kumara-
tunga s office to hand over a
letter of protest

apologizes, and said the go-
vernment would be held re-
sponsible for any trouble dur-
L o iy
government, Lo
avoid invelvement in the -
troversy has said the invitation
to the Pope was made by the
was

“The president assured us
that she would convoy our
concern the Pope before he
arrives In S Lanka.” said
Ranasinghe Ditramawimala a
layman who accompanied four
mopks o hand over their

In his book. "Croesing

- e the
Threshold of Hope,” the Pope
eriticised the Buddhist prac-
tice of meditation to achieve
enlightenment.

"Pope. withdraw your dis-
lorted comments on Bud-

Meanwhile, Tamil rebels
ferried moge than 2.000 pil-
gruns, in small boats from the
Jafina Peninsula at the start of
their journey to Colombo. 300
kilometres o the south. On

Wednesday about 900 piigrims
arvived from northern Sri

Lanka, controlled by Tamil

rebeis.
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Kurds threaten
suicide attack on
(German targets -

BONN. Jan 19 Kurdish sep-
aratist have threatened suicide
attacks on German targets In

Turkey in retaliation for Bonn's

alleged support for Turkey's
fight against Kurdish sepa
ratists, a Kurdish news agency
said on Wednesday, reports
Reuter ’

The’ Cologne-based agency
Kurd distributed a stateinent
which it said had been issued
on \Tuesday by the People's
Liberation Army of Kurdistan
IARGK). '

I Germany continues its
share of the policy of destruc-
tion and annihilation in
Kurniistan. ARGK units will at-
tack economic and political
targets. We will carry out suil-
tide operations against
German targets in Turkey and
in Kurdistan.” it said.

Major changes in
Kumaratunga's
security

COLOMBO. Jan 19 Major

changes in the security pro-
vided lo President Chandrika
Kumaratung are to be effected
immediately lollowing . the dis-
rovery ol umauthorised high
explosives at her official resi-
dence. Sri Lankan security
sources sald toddy. reports
Xinhus

They sald two non-commis-
sioned olficers had been ar.
rested in this connection. Bouh
are experienced field officers
attached to the army's elite
securndd battalion of the com-
mando regiment.

The criminal Investigations

‘Department and the military

police are both conducting in-
dependent inquiries (o seg
whether the two gllleers had
any hostile Intentions towards
Ihe president

Iran world's

number one
N-threat: Hurd

LONDON Jan 19 Iran is
ihe world s number one nu-
clear threat in the post Cold
War era. British Foreign Secre-
tary Douglas Hurd sald on
Wednesday . reports AFP

He t(old the House of
Commons Foreign Affairs Com-
mitiee that Iran could have
nuckear arms within seven w
IS years according e

N e P

We have suspiciond, but not
proof.” that existing nuclear
installations in Iran could be
used lor military purposes. he
sanhc) ,

Britain and other nations
consider Iran the "main dan-
gcr” ol becoming a nuclear
power. he said

Lasi week. the Iniernational
Alomie Energy Agency said in
Vienna that it had no informa-
Uon on any secrel nuclear ac-
tivily ip lran that would violate
Téhran's commitments under
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treasy which it signed in
1 970

ltshed with (he backing of a
gronip called the Joint Council
lor ilw Welfare ol lmmigramns
said that an average of | 500
people were detained under
British deporiation powers
each vear between 1989 and
| 994

The report "The Last
Resort. Vielations ol the
Human Rights of Migrants
Refugees and Asylum Seekers,”
said "Detention of asylum
seehers in often arbitrary and
detainess are net abways In
formed of the reason for their
detervtion. nor gven an aulo
matic righ® to challenge it be

lore a court of law

"Detainees are held not oaly
in mumigratiodn detention cen
tres but also in prisons. 1

k

The Justice report will be
submitted 0 the United Natio
ns Human Fl;igheln Commil Lee
which scrytinises the records
of countries which have signed
up te the UN International

The committee will
iscuss Britain s record In July
at the IIN Cenire for Human
Rights in Geneva

he  report said some
British regulations such as the

‘primary purpose rule s have
led 1o lamilies being kept apan
and women being forced 1o

choose between a violert hopgw

and deportation

Under that rule. in a mar-
rage between a national from
outside Lthe Furopean Unjlon
and a British citizen. the onus
is on the couple to show that
the marriage is not principally
to enable the foreign partne:
0 obtain entry 1o Brilain.

British imimigration law
does not give foreign husbands
or wives of British citizens au

tomatic right o remam In
Britain
The .report said Home

Britain 's treatment of asyluhz séekers IS

Secretany, Michael Howard the
Cabinet member responsible
lor immigration among other
maftters, has discretionary

powers to deport people il he
considers It conducive to the

public good The report said
this hAs led to arbitrary deten

tions and dcpjmutmu on al
leged grounds of national secy
rity. without the person In
volved having the right to be

represented by a lawyers

Andrew Puddephatl, gen
eral secretary of Liberty, said

Without a Bill of Rights pro-
tecting lundamental human

rights. the government's ap-

- 5 il

.. Until Clinton leaves
" White House

WASHINGTON. The
WOInan r:harn‘lng President
Bill Clipton with sexual
harassment has filed an
appeal to a court decision 1q
defer the case until the
president leaves the White
House, reporls AFP.

Paula Jones asked for a
reversal Tuesday to the
December 28 ruling which
allows Clinton to delay
responding to charges he
sexually harassed her in
1991 when she was an
Arkansas state employee
and he was governor.

Jones. who is seeking
700,000 dollar in damage, °
sald Clinton. made unwanted
sexual advances’in a hotel
during a convention In
Arkansas. The president has
denied the charges.
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A failed love is responsible

FLORIDA: Shot in the neck and paralysed, 11-year-old
Adam Fowler managed to roll off the bed and onto his dead
mother. His sister. Jessica. was able to crawl into the living
room despite a bullet in her neck, reports AP

For five days without food or water, they called out feebly
and tried to make enough noise to attract neighbours' atten-
tion. Adam banged on the wall with a non-working telephone.

Jessica. |13, struggled to turn on the television full blast.
When they weren't making noise. they prayed and encour-

aged each other to hang on.

Finally. on Tuesday, thHey were discovered after a con-
cerned co-worker of the mother called police. '

Investigators determined that Carrie Lee Rh
shot her children with a .357-caliber Magnum [:(I'ilt: ti.;rg::":
of their rented house, then killed herself with the &un_

Mrs Rhodes. a nurse, left a note saying she was depressded
over a failed love affair and numerous money problems. Sgt

Mike Holloway, a police spokesman. said Wednesd Sh
divorced from the children's father. L vt

One in seven Britons
can barely read! _

LONDON: One in seven Britons can barely read. write or do
sums, a survey published today showed. reports Reuter.

The survey found many people in their 20s did worse than
their parenits when tested for literacy and numeracy.

The tests by an Adult Literacy and Basic Skills unit, a gov-
ernment-funded charity, showed 15 per cent of the 3.000

people tested had very poor results.

About one in 25 had

very sertous difficulties with reading

an one in nine had limited competence.

Rabin to promise curb

on Jewish settlement

JERUSALEM. Jan 19: Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. in an
eflort to allay Palestinian con-
cerfis about Jewish settlement
buillding. will promise Yasser
Aralat to curb new housing
slarts in the West Bank. Israch
newspapers sald Thursday, re-
ports AP.

Rabin and the Palestinian
leader scheduled a meeting
Thursday at the Erez check-
point on the border between
Israel and the PLO-ruled Gaza

Sirtp 1o try to solve the set-
tUement dispute.

Other issues on the agenda
were the army spullout from
West Bank cities that is re-
quired under the larael-PLO
accord and the release ol
Palestinian prisoners still heid
by Israel.

Rabin planned to propose to

SEOUL. Jan 19: In a blow to
President Kitn Young-sam, the
number two man In South
Korea s ruling party announced
on Thursday that he had re-
signed. and aildes sald he
would lorm a new conservative
party. reports AP

The president's popularity
has been declining recently
because of a series of policy
fallures.

Kim Jong-pil's resignadon
caine after weeks of wrangling
over leadership of the Demo-

cratic Libwral Party (DLP).
Aldes saikl hg would form the
NEW e i1 loeal couneil

rigctions, st duled for June..

The preswdent, who Jeads
the party. has reportedly
soughl to foree Kim Jong-pil. a
69-year-old former army gen-
eral. oul.

Kim Jong-pil resisted. ve-
hemently denouncing
Presidemt Kim's leadership.
The party chairman accused
the president of lacking fore-
_sight in leading the country.

in 1990, - the two Kims,
each leading a splinter opposi-

thon group. joined then

ROK ruling party splits

Aralat that troops pull out
gradually. with soldiers first
leaving relatively quiet cities
such as Jenin and Bethiehem,
while remaining in trouble-
spols like Hebron, the Davar
daily reported.

The PLO-lsrael accord pro-
vides lor a pullout of lsraeli
troops (roim PalestfMian cities
before self-rule elections.

PLO officials say Arafal,
would consider a phased pull-
out but insist elections can
only take place once all sol-
diers have withdrawn.

Israell reporis said Rabin's
government planned to release
several hundred Palestinian
prisoners in the near fulure.
About 5%00 Palestinians are
held in 1srael. according to the
Mandela Centre. a Palestinian

human rights group.

President Roh Tae-woo in a
thrée party mevger to form
the DLP. which became (he
governing party

Two years later. Kim Young-
sam. supported by Kim Jong-
pil. won party nomination and
was subsequently elected
president for a five-year term,
Now ‘Kim Young-sam. 67. re-
portedly wants (o reorganise
the party

Al a recent parly nreeting.
Kim Jong-pil clearly said he
would not retire. saying: "1 still
have more to do and | will do
it anyway

“iIt's unclear how many
partv members will bolt 10 the
new party. which is expecied
to focus largely on regional
Suppor

Earlier this week. the fac-
tion- rididden "main opposition
Democratic Party averied a
sidit alfter rival groups com-
promised to give more power
to party leader Lee Ki-Taik.

Lee earlier had threatened
i quit. demunding thgt the
[Wr1Y's Seven-me collec-

tive leadership be changed to

give lhm more power

appalling

palling treatment of immi

grants and refugees is all the
more difficult to challenge

“Incarcerating asylum seek
ere with convicted criminals in
prisona, and denying them
proper appeal procedures,
breaches international laws
and s both iInhuman and de

grading

Applications from asylum
serkers wanting to live in
Britdin are growing. In March
1993, the number waiting for a
decision by British officials was

42.170. last September
wan H.‘l'a )

KL, Washington
to sign accord
on toxic waste

KUALA LUMPUR. Jan 1%
Kuala Lumpur and Washington

| are sel 10 sign an agreement

next month to treal hazardous
wasite from Malaysian eompa-
nies in accordance with inter-
nationally accepted standards,

news reporis said on

Malaysian. which recycles
and disposes of its toxic wasle

in the United States, year
ratified the Basel on
an the control of transhound-
ary movemet of hazardous
waste in Geneva, which the LS

has yet (o sign.



