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Show Cause Notices

With the two rulings by the High Court, our
political crisis enters into an altogether new
phase. Now the judictary gets involved into our

tical quagmire. There are two ways of reacting

o this development One view is that what has
happened is a bad thing. because it drags the ju
diciary into the complicated. and sometimes
dirty world ot polities. It 1s also argued that our
courts should not give ﬂﬂ{ judgment on the affairs
of the parliament. and that any such act would
amwunt to interterence in the junctioning ol the
tuament and idnngement ol its independence.

The other view is that a court is the ultimate
interpreter of the Consttution and can. and
must. wounce dihlsrll' on nmn:lm of law and the
legal implication of Constitutional provision. Court
is also a citizen's ultimate to seek justice,
or to scek the redress ol violation of good.
Our view is ot the side of the latter. We are fully
respectiui ol the independence of the parliament,

as much as we want the full inaoependence of
‘the juditiary. Courts are the highest interpreters
of the law of the land. and as such. 10u:uﬁmn
pertaining to legal aspects of the functioning of
the parhuament. can and will come to the courts.

As 0 the unplications of the two of the
High Court. they arce the following. First, the
speaker will now have to wait ten days before he
can give his own mhng on the resggnation. What
"he was doing on his own. giving tnne to the con+
tending sides to reach a solution, he can now do,
riding on the back of this ruling. So for the next
tmr:fnws nothing happens on the resignation is-
sue. After seven days. hearing on these twao show
cause notices will start. Both sides will now be
busy pn:fmrlng their replies to the show cause
notices. In the meantime, as for the politics out-
side. it will be business-as-usual with our lcaders
making gfmxi use of their vocal cords utt
the usual ipvectives against their ts. And,
as is now clear from the declaration of hartals,
that they will make us suflfer the indignity of liv-
ing ori the dictates ol the Opposition as to what
we can and cannot do.

The political arguments and counter argwu-
ments that have gone on for the last one year,
especially since the boycott of the parliament be-
gan. is now cxpected to acquire a more | istic
frame. That is perhaps what we need. May be the
udges can give the interpretation that we have so
‘}ar missed. But are we prepared to accept the
judges’ verdict? It vre are not, then our last hope

of building a society based on law will be dealt a
severe blow. It will not be good for anybody. .to say

the least. |
. .
A Case against Hartal
I here has been an uniasun] appeal. One that has
been made by a very small group and to the lead-
ers of the opposition political parties. They are
the 'O and 'A’ level examinees, rfpurtcd}ﬁra 1 al-
together. They may be a puny group but that does
in no way make their request less important.
Their request 1s for llwh]mst nement of the op-
sition's gherao and hartal programmes tenta-
?f?*:ly ﬁrheb(zlutrd for January 24 and 25. All be-
cause these examinees will have their examina-
tions clashed with the programmes.

Conducted by the British Council these exami-
nations are sct for many other Commonwealth

countries simultaneously. There is no way of shift-

ing the exam date. So if the hartals are not
poned, the possibility of holdi
will get diminished. Or. if at

can

post-

the examinations
held, many of the
ates will fail to make it to the examination

centre. The meaning is clear. those failing to ap-
pear at the exams will lose one academic year.
Quite a good amount of money involved in such
examinations will also go down the drain.

Here is a very special situation — one that is so
desperate® and unalterable that the opposition's

olitical programmes need to be reviewed.

arlier the shopkeepers' and traders' bodies
along with the Dhaka Chambers of Commerce
raised their voice against the negative impacts on
their business and the countrys economy. Now
for the first time a small group unorganised and
without any political clout has made it known
how badly they are going to be affected. We be-
lieve. there are others who are as severely — or
even more — affected bv the frequent hartal pro-
grammes. Soon they will come up with their ap-
peals. In this case however the political parties
must be morally obliged to create conditions for
the examinees to sit for the exams.

Reason therefore dictates that some alternative
— nonetheless effective — means of protest has to
be planned. The less they affect the common
people the better. The planning of such pro-
grammes should also take into consideration im-
portant events and meets like the Euromoney-or-

anised international investment conference. The
olding of .the hartal programmes after the
January 26 will not make much of a difference.
Godspeed to Theatre

"Cross cultural contacts in theatre" is a theme
that h.u'ax"l.:quirm any explaining. And quite
aptly the -day international! seminar on the-
atre now is ss in the city has taken up the
theme, The third of its kind, this seminar has
drawn theatre personalities from a number of
countries. This spea
tance and. to stretch the idea. accords a recogni-
tion to the coyntry's achievement in the area.

Indeed, we have reasons to be proud of our
progress in this performing art. Compared with
our film industry which is financially and techno-
logically on a far superior ftooting, the theatre
here 1is doing amazingly better. The disease of
overcomercialisation has not been able to make a
dent in the theatre arena. Not all of the produc-
tions of different groups can be quality ones but
some of the more renowned theatre bodies have
come up with! a number of quite outstanding
works. at is even reassuring is the fact that the
general standard of our drama has improved
significantly. |

The fact that some dedicated and talented
people ﬂl}':’f lﬂiaking up for the resource con-
straints should not escape anybody's notice. They
have also largely been successful to nurture a the-
atre taste among a sizable theatre-goers. On the
whole, it is a movement that gives our culture
someé sense of direction and purpose. Theatre
after all is not dissociated from our cultural moor-
“ing like the way the films here are. To-celebrate

our theatre is in the fitness of things. |
This seminar will pive people involved with

theatre here the perfect opportunity to extend

the horizon further thm;.?ﬁp:n exchange of ex-

E'Icnccu among them. We wish all success for
seminar.

ks of the seminar's impor-

that makes anyone like me so,
naive mistrupt both his eye-
sight and central faculty. By
any standard 1 was a grand

sight iwo men elegantly
dressed in their tallor-fresh
siufs — was il bools oo —

shaking hands “No it cant be
them.” | reasoned. Bul aller
the initial sensory shock | had
e doubl | knew them so well
One ol thern was my fixed gro-
vet whom | trust both for the
yualities of goods he supplics
e ard for his sincerity Of the
othier | am not a permanent
customer but | often buy veg-
etables froam him

So what really has
prompled them 1o go lor this
sartoral transformation did
not take long lo cross my
mind. There were posters,
leaflets and banners all around.
And my grorer and vegetable
vendor were just candidates in
the eleciion for the bazaar
rommgnittes. | have all through
known them to be ordinary
folks with little education and
hardly any inclination for big
apending Much less for suit
and tie that cost between Tk
2500 1o Th 3.000 Bat these
lwo men along with their
peers are impeccably dressed
today - perhaps in the only
new suits they have indulged
themselves fhe luxury to have
prepared at the tatlor s '

That they were al their
sartorial best should be con-
sidered a reverse sweep
(pardon the cricketing jargon)

0 lal as clecUoneering is con-

The Sartorial Saga

Apart from polisical implications of clothing, apparels have an enduring appeal for most people... Special
robes are used for creating an aura for certain

and

cerned. For dont politicians
try 1o be what they actually are
not? And whal a better thing
thah dress te choose for pre
senting them agreeably? Once
the politicians known for
donning themselves imunacu-
lately in suits and boots have
received party nomination for
national or other impo»?*
elections. their sudden chang-
eover Lo traditional khaddar
and pajama has only 1o be
witnessed The pre people
endearing and modest image
they desire Lo project among
the people is as much put on
as the dress they conitrive
themseives in. i the relatively
better educated. influential
and moncyed men have chosen
to he less elegant 'n their look.
our grocery man and vegriable
vendor have every reason to
look for special elegance In
thetr outfit on a day they are
seeking their fellow shopke-
epers verdict. Unlike their
more (llustrious counierparts
these humble men tying to
ook | however stop
short of being political tur-
NOoals ”

Apart from such political
implications of clothing. ap-
parels have an enduring appeal
for mowst When naked
a head state of government
and the most ordy of hia or
her do not musch
different Butl then special
robes are used for creating an
aura lor certain purposcs and

professions. The flowing robes
of the church priests or Popes
and nuns, the wigs of the
judges and the black coats of
the legal practitioners serve
the special purpose. Princess
Dtana's hugely wedding
gown she wore at the time of
her marrtage with Prinee
“harles is considered a sheer
waste of fine clothes by people
who cover bodily shame
by 1 prece of cloth. On the
other extreme., Florence
Griflith Jones popularly known
as Flo-Jo exploded on the
world track scene with her
colourful contour-fitting

uninitiated too, the bikini-clad
beach-goers @ve the im-
pression mﬁmm and
women might have run short
of clothes after a ship-wreck.
Be that what it mav. The
[act shat s now widely ac-
cepted is that weather, tasle
and simple o into
the making ;T;;:L’i Wear.
What is however not so readily
admitied = the srxual sig-
nalling or the subtle display of
special Matus thr Lhe
wrapping up of the human
bty For some African. Indian
and American-indian tribes
the message is only too obwi.
ous The Nuer females and the
Innka males of Sudan have a
definttion — completely their
own — of physical modesty
Both these males and females
hawve their cultural approval to

display their genitals. But the
number of bands of beads the
Nuer girls wear is an indica-
tion of thetr fathers wealth. An
indication of the fortune they
would bring as wives.

To most outsiders this may
seem 10 be a blatant display of
physical charm and economic
status. But tribal societies. un-
like the modern hypocrites.
call a spade spade The
Tasaday people of the
Philippines before coming in
contact with the world outside
in 1971 had dnly loin clethes
to wear. Equally scantily clad
are a large number of peopie
from Indja to Alrica to Canada
and America. Mahatma Gandhi.
a barrister trained in the eti-
guette-conscious English way.
uitimately made a choice for
knee-length loin cloth for the
rest of his life because most of
his countrymen could not af-
ford anything better.

For a large part ol South
Asia this affordability has not
recorded a dramalic improve-
ment. Yet time has changed
and indian women and their
netghbouring sisters now regu-
larly participate in the catwalk
parades of the gifttering fash-
lon world. The crowning of the
two indian girls as the Miss
Universe 1994 and Miss World
1994 s 24 well-earned reward
for the untraditional’ venture
The women in the West have
lomg passed Lhis stage of free
dom [rom restricliveness.

fashion shows and
beamty contests Argues Grace
resirictiveness is Lthe most im-

feature that makes
“female clothing feminine”.
Men's fashion show can at best
be considered a laie adden-

dum. Even the so-called
‘unisex’ hes too are ex-
phicitly t for special femi-
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HE Congress party is in
great difficulty. It has in

the past faced similar di-

culties but not so much
when its future 1s on the anvil
It hios met with heavy defeat in
the recent relecltions In
Karnataka and Andhra. In a lit-
Ue over a month It is going to
lace Lhe polls in Gujarat, Bihar,
Maharashira, Orissa. Arunachal
and Manipur What these slales
foretell 1s that the fight Is go-
ing to be hard and the fale of
the Congress.is not at all cer-
tain.

For its history and the kind
of mfluence it has even in ils
dimimished state, whatever
happens Lo the party becomes
a malter ol national concern.
The former Union Minister
and Governor of Maharashtra.
Mr C Subramaniam. is right

1 when he says that "It is essen-

tital to ensure that tLhe
Congress crisis does not get
out«of hand lest a party crisis is
allowed to become a national
crisis © He said that in the
conlext ol several grave prob-
lems confronting the nation —
like militancy. terroriasm. re-
gionalism. separatism, crimi-
nalisation of politics and cor-
ruption — "Il is Necessary 1o
have a government which
would provide a clean and «ffi-
cient administraton backed by
a dedicated leadership -
Unfortunately. the Congress

leadership in the last many
months. Thi have been go-
ing wrong for Narasimha Rao
and 11 becomes easy for his
critics o say what all he has
not done
the gosd showing of the party
in the 1993 elections. the
Congress party became over-
confident of itselfl '‘Narasimha
Rao should have done I'I]ul.'?h
mere than he did.

He delaved much too long
getting rid of the ministers
who had been implicated m
the scams. It is not only the

done but also to see to il Lhat
justice is seen to be done.

Maybe he was convinced that
some of the ministers should
not have to go. but what did he
do about it? He should in that
case have fought for them and
explained to the people who it

S,

address.

No politics of
confrontation

Sr. 147 opposition MPs
claim that they have submitted
their resignation lelters law-
fully and legally as per Article
67(2) of the Constitution.

It appears that on the one

their respect. honour and loy-
alty t6 the sacred Constitution

|nf the People's Republic of
Ban h by defending its
Article 67(2) but, on the other

hand, they flout and disparage

from the Jatya Sangsad de-
'muudlng carelaker govern-

not exist in our Constitution.
We are surprised and puz-
ded at the -turvy

explain their
to how they are going to save
our hard earned democracy
and hard hit

We feel that with
change or time and situation

has not shown that kind of a

Perhaps because of

duty of the leader to get juslice

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are ‘accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

hand the opposition MPs show

the Constifution by resigning
ment, provision of which does

itics
of AL-JI-JP. Would they kindly
aim, objective

and strategy to the people as

the

Which Way Ahead for Congres

by AN Dar

*~

was (v blame. He lefl 1he ssue
hanging which dismayed the
public. His enucs found In 1t a
good stick w0 beat him with.
The result was that on one day
he detended themn and withan
twentyfour hours he accepied
their resagnalvmns

The sipuation aboul the
Umon Cabinet was not handled

well too. The Priowe Mind
kept oo many portiolios wit

himselfl Defence as well as
Company Aflairs remained with
him. When two ministers. S. B
Chavan and Pilot. were
fighting each other for

WWMMN::A

tmn discipline them. It bhe-
C a public joke. even as
they traded charges againsi
cach other inside the country
and outside Ultimately what
did he do? He took away the
vital subject of Kashmir from
them and relegated it to the
Prime Mi s Office. hardly
a solution ¥ bring sense to (wo
of his ministers or to bring
aboul peace in Kashmir The
public had a big laugh.

Already the WMinistry of
Foretgn Affairs had been lan-
guishing for support with the
unfortunate tliness of the
Minister for External Affairs.
Mr Dinesh Singh. The Prime
Minister was also now playing
his own Foreign Minister

This was not the way (0o run

a Cabinet. Some ministers had .

left the Cabinet on one pretext
or the other. There were cases
like those of Madharao Scindia
and Chittambaram who had left
because they felt morally re-
sponsible for something they
thought should not have hap-
j=r=t A Prime Minister who
wanted o keep his flock to-
gether s.oulu bhave seen Lo it
that they could cu.e back if
there was not..' 1 wiong with
how they had acted as minis

Lers. ;

The way he made M L
Fotedar quit the Cabinel was

P e P e -
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all over the world democracy
and economics hgve become

imerdependent and inter-
linked. So is the case with
Bangladesh. We can neither af-
ford the consequence of dis-
ruption of democracy nor we
can bear the loss caused by
frequent hartal. strike and
siege.

We wanl politics ol reasons
and argumeénts and rule of law
in the country and not the pol-
itics .of confrontation and' law-
lessness at the cost of untold
suffering’of the people.

0O H Kabir
Dhaka- |1 203

Political 'holy-men'

Sir. When political parties
confront one another with
‘holier-than-thou’ attitudes,
what is the way out? This iIs
what is happening in Bangla-
desh today. How to tackle
these political "holy -men’ -with-
out the referee being beaten
up? Bangladesh has many

weéaknesses, bul egotism is not

- Abou

only w show that Rao could
deal with hiimn because he had
the power by being
the Prime inister. The
Cabinet Ministers were invited
1o a dunner and asked (o sub-
mit their resignations. Oul of
all those Foltedar was the only
o whwee resignation was ac-
cepled. If he wanted o lake
action against the so-called
dissidents, he should have
asked Arjun Singh e ge. But
he left Arjun Singh in W give
him a place when he could
sirike back when he liked.
Arjun Singh did that now,

the'Congress party was
weak and looking for support.
Arjun Sigh had the upper
hand because the party was in

a poor slale.
Many believe that

Narasimha Rao did not work
dhe party to good effect. There
has been a demand that no

~leader should occupy twe of-

fices. Being both the Prime
Migister and the Congress
President is convenient for
whoever holds the offices. But

Narasimha Rao would have
been a more comfortable

Prime Minister il he had
someone who would take care
of the party machine. True, the
party president and the prime
minister should not be clawing
at each other, just as Chavan
and Rajesh Pilot were doing
But with mutual respect and
confidence in each other. they
could work as a team. This was
more important because
Narasimha Rao. despiie the
excellent work he did in the
first hall of the term of the
cabinet in foreign affairs. lib-
eralisation and Punjab. is not a
great crowd-puller and a
charismatic leader. Could
there be the fear that the
Con President would out-
grow him and put him in the
.shade? This is an empty lear
because Lthe good work that he
did would have shone by itself.

. Aller the death of Rajiv

' EVEn

Gandhi who had a chansma of
his own. Narasimha Rao had
the opportanity o build a eol-
lective atl the top. I
is sad that he did not do that,
To help the Congress
Narasimha Rao could do that
now He oould throw
openi Lhe race lor leadership,
while still remaining in Lhe
run. and wheever Lhe party
wanis should assume the top
position, éring in new policies
and give up the old stances
which the people have re-
jected in the elections.

Is this what Digvijay Singh,
the chiel minister ol Madhya

Pradesh, wants? He has said ':

that acrimony among senior
leaders of the Congress party
should end soon. "A divided
house always works Lo the
party s disadvantage,” he said
recently. If he is as close to
Arjun Singh as he is thought to
be. he should have given the

same advice to the former’

minister for human resource.
particularly before he submit-
ted his resignation.

The political mood was
grasped by N T Rama Rao to
good eftect. His offer of cheap
rice held the hearts of the
people. The Congress thought
of it in a belated and indirect
manner. Narasimha Rao should

fear that the other parties too
may do the same 111 the

February elections. What is go-
ing to 'be his answer to that?”
Very soon the manifestoes will
be out but the people don't

read these sheets of paper and’

it is the confidence he has in a
party that is .most important
for an elector to vole his pref-
erence. The Janata Dal did it
to good effect by promising a
clean government in

Karnataka. The Congress had
lost that image in the various

governments il had cgeated in
the t slates.

The Congress mistake was
also o send out no word of

cheer Lo the minorities and
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ot ol them. Sell-ellacement .
does nol mean efllacement of
the country. i

Where is the dirt, and what
is 1o be cleaned? The dustbins,
of course. There are problems
in identifying the dustbins.
Dhaka Is suffering from politi-
cal pollution Let us import
more ozone for oxidation of
the impurities.

A | lusnain
Dheskog

#

"Moral
Responsibility”’
Sir. Your editorfal — What
Moral Responstbility?
published on Jan 16, 1995 is a
nice reminder at the right
Lime when after a long strug
gle. democracy, is being intro
duced as a political system,
though. through a bitter strug-
gle. You rightly observed that
100 or more lives lost in the
accident were nol perhaps
enough to move the Prime
Minister to act for drastic
administrative changes or the
Railway Minister lo resign to
demonstrate his moral respon-

sibility. You have cited good

examples of shouldering moral
responsibility.

It is iIndeed unfortunaté that
power in this society,still rules
everything. and people in
power think the power once
captured, should not be given

e e =
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up unless thrown out. Does
this also explain the present
stalemate about a caretaker
gcovernment to" conduct na-
tional election not in the next
term only but after a lew more
terms, so a pattern is firmly
established with maturity.

Fower should be retained,

as long as possible — is it?

Enauygt Sobhan
Gopibagh. Dhaka

Congratulations!

Sir. The other morning
(Jan 15) when | took the Daily
Star from the hawker and was
having a glance on the third

page., one spectacular item
struck iny eves. It was the
news of the marriage of

Sharier Khan and Raffat Binte
Rashid, two of your talented
contributors It is a lappy sur-
prise for me indeed. | am re
ally happy to see them to-
gether. 1 do Hke both of them,
specially Sharier Khan whose
cartoons give me a lot of plea-

_sure. On the other hand Rafiat

Binte Rashid is excellent in
writing articles. 1 do hardly
miss them

| congratulate this newly
married couple and wish them
a happy and prosperovms life.
Jamil Rasul
Second Year (Oid). B Pharm
(Hons)
Nepartment of Pharmacy. DU

Is this what the other
personality of the pre-

) . ND Tiwari,
meant when he said Lhal he is
in favour of
between the Central party and
Arjun. Singh? An
to have
one who has given a
headache 1o Narasimha

UP but he has made no
i
have example of the J

Dal leaders of Karnataka and

“Imt‘

E

ood for Education and
Poverty Alleviation

Shahabuddin Mahtab
and supervise the primary

Though it is still too early 1o
niaike a firm assessment re-
garding the Fuod for Education
(FFE) pilot project which
commenced from July 1994, a
World Bank funded report (DS
dated August 16. '94) was
indicative of certain trends in
its overall impact on the coun-
try. The attendance in schools
ol children coming [rom the
puoorest ol lamilies has in-
creased very significanty, and
specially so in the case of girls.

In the cases ol children com- -

ing from poer households. not
entitled to receive the food/
income support.
dance rate has not improved.
The o8t of reaching the wheat
to the entitled [amilies is also
low., and leakage is insigni-
licant. for the past two deca-
des. " there have been inler-
venlions to raise the number of
primary school going children.
and also their retention from
the second vear onwards. But
these efforts have not bheen
very successful. .
To supplement the World
Bank funded siudy report
there has to be close monitor
ing at the grassroots level. At
the present moment the Tha-
na Education Officers and the
Assistant Thana Education
Officers are not giving ade-
quate support to the educa-
tiomal administration. They are
to be activated
" Al preseni. we are trying to
adhninister the prnmary educa-
tion programme from Dhaka
The line supervisors are re-
quired] to be made responsible
and accountable Unless the
present state is chahged, rais-
ing the literacy level would be

.a chistant dream

Primary schools in not too
distant past were being fun
with the support of the local
communily. and the situation
was not unsatisfactory. With
the nationalization, the com
munities have washed off their
hands as their expectation is
that. Dhaka will now do every
thing The Undon Counciis may
be given the nevessary powers
and* responsibility te nsanage

the atten- -

schools. Il they fail in their
duty. there's little feasibility «f
any one else doing it for thein
Decentralisation. delegation
and devolution of power etc at
present are almost meaning-
less words and empty rheto-
rics. Democratic norm amd
ideas demand that there sho-
uld be different layers of res-
ponsibility at the appropriate
levels.

The Ministry of Healtlh has
torrped a task force. for sur-
prise visits to its field offices,
Suchw visits may have a high
visibility value. but in the long
run these ¢ have only low
utility value. And if such step is
Laken in case of education. the
result may also be the same.

The present government s
declared policy is poverty alle-
viation and provision of Dal
Bhat fof its teeming mifllions.
It s now for the government
to fulifil its commitment,
through appropriate policies.
programmes and projects For
the last (wo decades our
poverty situation has both ex-.
panded and deepened. The
FFE programme can be a po-
tent force for reaching the

poorest of the poor

The extension of FFE pro- {

gramme to all the primary ed-
ucation activities in the coun-
try will need an enormous
gmount of our national re-
sources from year to year So
this may be an integral part of
the oncoming five-year plan.

The economists agree that
economic and social progress
will not take place unless a
substantial part ol the lnl'll-l.li4
population are literate. As
compared to other South Astan
couniries, hoth our literacy
arnd per capita income are (he |
lowest

The Food for Education

project offers te us a hapg for

the luture for empowering the
poor  The best of progranunes
and policy objectives faill be |
cause of msancere appiicat ana
The twin Cs cormuption and
conitrol  are also reguired o e
Lo ihed
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