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Japanes¢ boat purchase case
Ershad's minister Matin

testifies in court

A lormer home minister.
. Who served deposed president
Hussam Muhammad Ershad,
appeared in a special judge s
court yesiterday (o - testify -
against his 'ne-time boss in a
corruption case involving the
purchasc of relief and rescue
boals lrown Japan. reports BSS.

Prof M A Matin. & former
deputy prime minister (DPM).
who held the Home. Health
and Youth portiolios at differ
enl Uines was one of the three
prosecution wilnesses who
made Lheir deposition s yes-
terday

Prol Matin i4 also ene of
three farmer ministers under
Ershad hamed as wilnesses in
the Special Case No 19 of
1993. better known as the
Japanese Relief Boat Case.

Ershad and K linovama. a
Japanese national, are the two
accused in the case. The yrial
slarted withou!l Inoyama. an
employee of the Marubeni Cor-
poration. who has been hiding

Ershad is charged with
abusing his official position in
procuring the boats under a
2.5 billion Japanese yen grant.
thereby causing the state to
suffer linancial loss 1o the tune
of Taka 33 crore

The depositions of three
witnesses over, Zinal Arn,
Additional and Sessions Judge
(first court). Dhaka and Special
Judge adjourned the trial till
January 25. '

Prof Matin (PW-7) was the
convenor ol the cabinet sub-
commillee on purchase from
1986 till 13th August 1989

PW-7 testified that he was
present. in the commitlee
meeting on June 21. 1989
which, dwelt on matters relat-
ing to the purchase of boats.
He identified the proceedings
of the meeting and affirmen
that a recommendation was
sent to the then head ol state
(Ershad) after detailed discus-
shons.

Matin said the meeting s
proceedings menuon the di
rectives of the president and
" the specificauons of the boats.
The committer suggested that
the -president’'s directive be

Sugarcane growers'
call to implement
their demands
By Staff Correspondent

Sugarcane growers yester-
cday called for ymplementation
.of their |]-point demand in-
cluding an end to the alleged
corruption in distributing capi-
tal and providing interest free
loans.

The call was made at a rally
organised by the Bangladesh
Krishak Samity in front of the

Jatiya Press Club. The Sami'y
president Sayeruddin Ahmed
presided over .the rally.

CPB leaders Mujahidul
Islam Selim. Manzurul Anhsan
Khan. Workers' Purty leader
Rashed Khan Menon. MP.
SKOP leader Shahidullah
Chowdhury, labour .leader
Jasim Uddin Mandal and stu-
denl leader Aslam %han
speaking at the rally ex
pressed their solidarity with
the demands of the sugarcane
farmers.

The rally over a procession
was brought out in4he city and
the processsionists submitied
a memorandum to the
Bangladesh Sugar and &ood
Industries Corporation.

Krishak Samity leader
Sayeruddin Ahmed said the
sugar industries played a vital
role in the rural economy. He
urged the authorities Lo solve
the problems of the sugarcane
growers for making the sector
sustainable.

He also demanded agri-in-
puts at lower pricé and neces-
sary measures to cheek cor-

ruption and ensure account-
ability of the officials.

Speaker vows
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Asked if the High Court rule
would restrain him trom giving
his decision on the resignation
letters, the Speaker replied in
the negative. but did not elabo-
rate.

To another nquery, he
repliedd that there was no
timeframe for the Speaker to
give his decision on such an Is-
sue, but said that he was aware
of the constitutional frovision
of holding by-elections in the
vacant seats in 90 days.

He said, "Eesides, there is a
political aspect to this resigna-
tion issue. The Speaker is not

a colirt of law. Parllament is a _

place for politicians. Behind
the chair, the Speaker has to
do many things.

“What | am doing is for the
greater interest of the nation.”
he said.

Replying to a question, the
Speaker sald hi® decision has
already been prepared. He was
lo have announced it on
Tuesday and again delayed it

until yesterday. But, he said, he
wake of developments in the ¢

High Court.

“There should be mutual re-
spect between the organs of
the State,” the Speaker said.

ciuried oul imumediately he
sald and added that the com-
miltes laler sent s recom-
mendation W Ershad Ershad
approved the proposal of the
committee and put his signa
ture thereon which Prol Matin
whentiied

Dunng cross examtnation
Maun adnutied that there was
an apprehension of a flood in
1989 similar 10 that of the
prrvious year and that the cab-
inet sub-commitlee on pur
chase received a recommen-
dation rom the Reliel Mindstry
to purchase the boats He also
sald that n was the direcuve of
the president 1hat the boats be
purchased wunediaely

The two other wiunesses
who made their depositions
included a deputy chief in the
Economic Relations Divisfon of
the Finance Ministry and a po
lice afficial

Divisional special PP Ashral
Ahmed assisted Razzak Khan

10 hurt as rivals

clash in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Jan 18: At least
len persons were injured in a
clash between two rival
al the Station Road of South
Surma area of Sylhet at about
8:15 pm today over the munic
ipal elections scheduled to be
held on January 22.

The people of South Surma
which had been included iIn
the Pourashava for the first
Ume this year. are divided over
joining the pourashava. A good

number of people are cam
paigning against the election
while others are (n favour of
the polls. A number of candi
dates have withdrawn their
candidatures while the camps
of some candidates were also
attacked by Lhe angry people
The people of South Surma
boveottiry the polls havwe also
called a 48-hour hartal on
January 21 and January 22

NSC lottery
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while State Minister for Sports
vl Youth Sadek Hoss.on the
~[® bkl grest

NSO s Sports Developmeni
Fund president and Walter
Resources Secretary Moh

Ammad Nazrul Islam chaired

the lunction swhere a large
number ol people were
present 1o wilness the draw

Fourth prize winning num
bers are:

Ja (0OB0365% Ga 0463382
Ga 0424765 Uma 0053743
Ka 0428716 Ka 04940913
Ja 0135883 Uma 0132870

Fifth Prize winning num
bers are

Csa OIB7710 Ka 0328533
Uma 0107269 Ka 0431309 Ka

O1797B7 Kha 0448139 (ay
0193790 Ja 0210085 Ga
U415345 Ka 0452102 Cha
0057011 Cha 0452574 (Csa

0110392 Ga 0206045
The NSC also announced
the winning numbers for other
prizes ol the lotiery
Distribution of prizes will
begin rom January 28 on the

basis ol written claims to the
NS
R ;
Zia's birthday
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and lairs

Hnurmqi and pariv flags will
be hoisted at the BNP's central

olfice and all party oflices
throughout the country.
Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia will place wreaths
and ofler jatcha at the mazar of
her husband at 9 am. She will
be [ollowed by ministers. her
party leaders, workers, sup-
porters and followers.

The Prime Minister Is also
expected to attend a discus
sion meeting at Shilpakala
Academy al 4 pm which will
be lollowed by a musical solree.

Beside some recorded
speeches ol the late president
will be played over loudspeak-
ers from the party offices.

Meanwhile. a three-day (air
styled "Zia Mela® began at the
Shilpakala Afademy  vyester
day,

The Zia Shishu-Kishore
Sangathan has organised a
children’'s painting competi-
bon to mark the Birth anniver-
sary ol the Shaheed president.

Paintings of 3,500 children
from 17 countries are on dis-
play at the exhibition at the
Shishu Academy which will
remain open lor all from 10
am to 5 pm everyday till to-
morrow,

Begum Zia will attend the
prize-giving ceremony of the
compeltition tomorrow.

The Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dgl,
the Sramik Dal and the Chhat-
ra Dal will separately organise
discussions on January 20, 21
and 22. -

The Jatiyatabadi Samajik
Sangskritik Sangstha (JASAS]
will organise a cultural pro-
gramme today and a mela and
patriotic songs lomorrow at
the Shilpakala Academny.

BNP Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukdar has re-
quested all units of the BNP at
district and thand levels to ar-
range processions. rallies, dis-
Lussions and milad mahfils 1o
mark the birth anniversary of
the late leader,

A receplion was hosted

by A S Mahm
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ud, Managing Director of Mediaworid Ltd, at his

‘residence yesterday in honeur of Prof Muhammad Yunus, founder of the world famous
Grameen Bank, who was named The Daily Star Man-of-the-Year 1994. Photo shows (L-R)
British High Commissioner Peter J Fowler, French Ambassador Jean-Michel Lacombe, A S
Mahmud, US Ambassador David N Merrill, Prof Muhammad Yunus and Latifur Rahman,
former president of the MCC1 and Managing Director of Transcom Ltd. The reception was

altended by epminent citizens, journalists
members of the diplomatic corps. ;
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given the. scope (0 come winder
the 1odd of nationalist poditics

Asking her partymen 1o off-
sei Lthe Opposition's antl gov

ernment propaganda through
gearing up organisational ac

tivities Including rallles and
meelings. Lthe BNP chairper-
son advised them to [ace the
Opposition s undemocratl
unconstitutional and disruptive
activities palitucally

"The people are " she said,
"now led up with the freguent
calls lor hartals sirikes and
sieges sinte these soris of n¢
Livities hinder public life and
muiltiply thetr suflerings -~

sl were now losing their of
fectiveness sine the develop
nenl-arienled people didd not
winl anv more
sirikes Rather i(hey are g
chned 1o do more work (o lar
ther improve their ot
bkl '

Relerring Lo loday s Opposi
ten progrugne ol a bleckade’
the Prime Minister said what
the organisers do on the dey of
such a programme is (0 block
Ihe streets In some paris.
causing inconvenience (o the
people.

Such disruptive , progra-
mmes, she saud, lacked public
support since these cannol

vield any . benelits to the
people. |
Charging the Opposition

MPs with not discharging their
duties as entrusted bv the

e harals and strikes she

harals apd

she

. leaders of the business community and senior

— Star photo

sald they would be liable 10
@ive proper explanation to the
prople why they were resign
ing from parfiament before the
end of Hs full-term.

C onducted by Mayor of Ray-
shahi Mizanur Rahman Minu.
the day long conference was
attended by 4.322 delegates

from different districts of
Rajshahi divisbon

About 40 unions thana and
district  leve]l Jeaders of

Rajshahi division discusecd the
organisational activities of
Lthetr respective areas

Tt Is now ‘the responsibility
of all * Begum Zia said. "o con
solidate democracy

She regretied that two po
litical parties had joined hands
with the autocrats 10 undo the
democratic process and di
rupt develogeent *

The motive of these parties
the Priow Minigler sald was
remove the elected gov
“rmment by any means

The opposition parties. the
Prime Minister said. werp not
behaving properly as they had
cariter declared that they
would net allow the BNP w

remain in peace and work
even for a moment

Rlaming the oppositien
parties for nol extending their
cooperation 10 the government

and behaving oddly. Begum Zia
said that the BNP government

had been going ahead with the

prople s support by facing all
destructive activities of the

Orpposition

L)

The Opposition had (hou-
ght. she said. that something
would baspen after December
28. the day the Opposition
MPs submitted their resigna
tions. Bul the Oppositions
assumption did et come trige
because (he people  were
opposed to all sorts of
disruptive activities, she said

Refuting the Opposition's
contention that Parfiament had
lost s validity afler their res-
ignations the Prime Minister
sakd Parfiament is totally valid
with the eclerted representa
thes

The Prime Minister also re-
iterated the
stand that the country would
be run as per the Constitution
and the law of the land

Referring o the various so-
Clo-econamic development of
the BNV government she said
these would continue In future

ﬂhﬂuwi the -‘T, of fertilis
ers, sald I had
been laken ao thal [P:.E'r.rl
could get lertilisers directly

Unscrupulous fertiliser
dealers. she said would be
brought 1o hook if they try to
create any artficial erisis and
sell fertilisers at an exorbitant
rete

“There is no shorage of fer
tbser and its export has also
been stopped. she added

The government. the Prime
Minister said. had also maken
all steps o keep the prices of
essentials including rice
within the buying capacity of
the people

Iarulnlf the Prime Minister
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Stiall-trader = and yendors brought out a procession demanding an end o the “politics of
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Quake's wake
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appeals from people lookine

for loyed ones '

The messages ran [or hours
late into the night. "Mr Masao
Yamashita of Koshien 1n
Nishinomivya Mr. Junva
Yamashita of Shibuya Ward n
Tokvo is worned aboul vour
salety. Plrase contact him

wernl a tymical one
The siation couldnt say

how many people. if any. were
reunited by the service
Hecause the quake knocked
out many people telephone
service and paralyvsed trans-

city of 1.4 million thet was
hardesi Jlll. many quake sur-
vivors had no wayv ol reaching
loved ones o sayv they were
witle -

Some survivors lefl notes al
the rubble of their homes ancd
businesses in rcase family

- members or friends arrived
looking for them

port out of Kobe, the western -

Sma]j traders take to
streets against hartals

Hundreds of simall traders
’ vesierday
ook 10 the stfeets of the rnrﬁ-
tal demandmipg an end 1o nali
s dl hartal and siege and a
peaceful solution to the politi-
cal crists, reports BSS

The traders. who paraded
the city sireets chanting anti-
hartal slagans. belonged to the
MNd Dhaka Traders Assod ia
ton. Sadarghat Traders' Asso
clation. Patuatull Traders As
soctation and Navabarzar Tra
ders Associntion

The

RRILE M s T s s M)

procession” started

irom Sadarch:ai and endeg 11
iront ol the .Luwa Press ( lub

Speakers said Irequent oly-

servance ol hattals and siege

Caused hnmense sullering to

the traders, esped bally  the

siliall unes

Thev said the protracted
political impasse was hamper-
ing evervday business and lor
small businessmen this loss is
irrecoverable. As a result. they
sald, of such “destructive” me-
thods by the Opposition was
damaging the national econo-
my as a whaole

They urced the political
leaders 1o findd out peaceful
wav ol setthing political crisis
but not 1o take the "destruc-
thv path ol haral

The businessimen were car-
rving banners which were in-
scribed with slogans like "Har-
tal and Siege Destroy National
Economy — We are Against
These.” "We Wagt Peaceful So-
lution to the Political Crisis
arrd "We do not want Hartal,
We Want Food. We Want Food -~

%
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The City Awami League brought out a torch procession yesterday evening to drum up support

for today’s Opposition programme of a road, rail and waterways barricade.

— Star photo
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1-killed, 20 hburt |

as rival groups
clash in N'ganj
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Jan 18
One yvouth was killed and 20
olhers were injured In an
armed clash between two rival
groups in the Bank Colony area
of the town roday

The dead was identified as
Jahangir, aged about 22.
injured by buliet. Jahangir. an
inhabttant of Khanpur area.
tlied on the way to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital

Eyewiinesses said, the clash
between the vouths of
Donchamber and Khanpur
started at about 5:30 pm owver
the possession of a play ground
at the Bank Colony under
Fatullah thana

The |wo groups used sawed

r oft rifles. cocktails and other

letHal weapons during the
skirmishes which lasted abowt
AN honr.

Police from both Narayan-
gani and Faiullah Thanas

rushed tn the spot after the

clash ended The waring
groups left the place and the
injured were admitted to
different clinics.

A tense siluation was pre-

valling in the Bank colomny
PDB punishments
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planations from 695 officials of

153 other supply units nder

the scheme's summary pro
ceedings 1o punish them.

According o the sources,
the persons called for explana
tort are additonal chief eng-
neers. superintendent engl-
neers. executive engineers, as
siatant rngineers. sub assistant
engineers and other officials of
the same status including a
large number of meter read-
€ra. meler inaspeciors and
ol her cmiployees
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fras in differeht city areas.
froen separate rallies on Janu-
ary 4
-day
hartals in the capital on Jamu-
ary 2. 3 and 4 and

the country on December 29
alter the en masse resignation
of 147 Opposition MPs from
parhament on December 28

These parties are likely to
announce fresh programmes
duwring Loday's barricade pro-
gramme.

The AL. the JP and the Ja-
Maal yesterday evening bro-
ught' out separate torch pro-
cessions which paraded the
City sireets o drum up sup-
port lor today's progranune.

Meanwhile, Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina in a state-
ment issued last night called
the people to make
today's barricade pregramme
all over the coumry a success.

Search still on
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the ruling party accepts the
demand lor such an advisory
council and agrees to ge for
necessary constitutional
amendments. ; -

Another group wanted dis-
solution of Parliament and
early elections under the pres-
ident. These leaders believe
this is possible without any
constitutional amendment if
both sides sign an agreement
prommising that the interim
tenure of the President would
be ratified by the next
Parliament. '

BNP Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukdar said last
night that the negotiation pro-
cess was still on but was yet to
take any concrete shape.

AL Jeader Mohammad
Nasim told The Daily Star that
he had no knowledge of any
negotiation with the ruling

party.

Expressing his pessimism.

Nasim said. "Things are get-
ting complicated day by day.”

Fly-overs
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given the responsibility to im-
plement this project on
turnkey basis. The per metre
cost was estimated earlier at

Tk 8.50 lakh, while it has de-
clined to Tk 6.51 in the pro-

posed project of the Roads and |

Highways.

The proposed fly-overs
would be' 1547 metre in length
and would have a 984-metre
ramp and 2982-metre surface
road. 8071 per cent of total
cost would go to physical con-
struction.

Arcording to the PCP, the
construction would be com-
pleted with the use of existing
manpower of the roads and
highways and their vehicles
will alsb be used for carrying
construction materials.

The entire project would be
implemented on 0.35 hectare
land and there will be no need
for appointing foreign consul-

tants. About 50 lakh taka
would, however, be needed
per annum for the mamte-’
nance of the propesed fly-
overs.

It may be mentiomed that
the Mahakhali intersection is
one of the busiest areas of the
city with some 25 000 vehicles
running fhrough its three in-
ter-linking road while
Maghbazar is an intersection of
four roads without any island
in the centre.
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The Midnight File

ALGIERS. Jan 18 Algeria s government oday rejected a
“peace ofler” made in Rome last week afier talks between the

religious and secular

Oopposition on ending bloody islamic

insurgency and finding a political settlement. “The Rome

coniract s nol

the one. Algerta awaits.” government

spokesman Ahmed Attal said in the first offictal reaction by
the autheritics. “As for the confusion of ideas this so-called

contract is supposed to introduce. we reject them compietely

and in detail.” reports AFP.

- Yemen won'’t go to war
over border dispute

SANAA Jan 18: Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh has
pledged not 10 use force in a2 border dispute with ‘Saudi
Arabia. even il his country is attacked. “in any case. and even
if aggression §s committed against it. Yemen will not go to
war. the official newspaper Al-Thawra quoted Saleh today as

Sving. reports Rewgder

Quake toll now
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pipes

Downtown Kobe looks like.
Codzilla went through 1.° said
Kobe native John Lin a 28-
year old physicist raised in the
United States

Hundreds of aftershochs
have rattled the region. Fear of
more building collapses spu-
rred many to spend the night
in the open. huddied in blan-
kets More thanm 120 000
prople songht shelter Tuesday
rvighit ¢

Police said
koot ing

The guake t(riggered hun
hreds of fires. many of them
burting out of control into
rarly Weddnesday By afiernoon.
the wind whipped flashes had
thed — not 80 much from being
rxtinguished as from burning
It hermmelves ool

Whitr smoke rose from the
rubthie. One central area. stret-
ching lor miles has beén
lurneed o & gia gray- and
brown field with blackened,
nuned structures poking (h-
rowgh blackened

Throughout the rcity, the
sound of hissing could be
heard as gas leaked from rup
tured pipes. Allhough most of
the Ures had bumed (them-
selves out the leaking gas still
posed the Lhreat of explosion
of lire

In Kobes Suma Distnct
70 000 people were evacuated
on Wednesday after gas leaked
from cracked Lanks at a nearby
ituinsinal area

While the cily centre was
Sliatlered., parts ol Kebe suf
lered lar less damage.

Al sheliers. people blinked
in (be sooty daylight, waiting
for food o be delivered. A few
wandered the rubble. poking
4l still-sn oking ruins of the.r
loriner homes.

AFF adds from Tokyo: The

there was no

Jupanese cabinet adoplted an

Examinees appeal
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tal programme is called on or
before January 26.

The British Council author-
ity. in an announcement ear-
lier yesterday. made it clear
that the examination dates
would not be re-scheduled un-
der any circumstances.

The students further said
that if the opposition parties
dbé go ahead with their hartal
programmes they should. at
least provide the examinees
and invigilators with “hartal

I passes’

1

cight-point plan &j‘ to deal

with Uhe massive ecarthguake
which ripped through western
Japan on Tuesday.

The plan adopted at an
emergency meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Tomiichi
Murayama. calied on the gov-
ernmmett o mobilise all re-
sources 0 rescue those still
irapped in the rubble of build-
ings destroyed in the quake,
officials said.

(Other measures included
securing medical supplies and
personnel for emergency op-
erations along with the deliv-
ery of lood. water, blankets

2 Sarbahara Party

leaders held

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Jan 18: Galachipa
thana police of Patuakhali dis-

irict arrested iwo leaders of
the out lawed Sarbahara Party
from Cazaria Bazar :
They are Sahidul Islam, :
and Zaklir Mahmud 30

Four of the Sarbahara Party
men were holding a secret
mecling. in a house In the
Bazar when police swooped on
them Two of them escaped.

The arrested confessed to
their involvement in various

CriiywEs

HC issues rule
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gn December 28

Advocale |slam submitted
that the Spedaker has no au-
thority to give any ruling from
his chamber “The unusual de-
lay in processing the resigna-
uon letters was with malafide
intenuon o frustrate the decs-
sion of the 147 MPs." he ar-

guied
Advocate islam also alleged

that the Speaker was misusing
the powers vested in him by
delaying the process of the
resignation letters for which
holding of by-elections by the
Election Commission within
90 days of resignation would
be difficult

The Election Commission
will have to complete 1] for-
malities to hold elections in
the vacant seats within 90 days
— but the Speaker has already
Laken much of the EC's time",
he submitted pointing out that
the MPs who have resigned
have no scope to withdraw the
letters.

After issuing the rule. the
bench ordered that the hear-
ing on both the petitions
would be held simultaneocusly
after seven days. -
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Die Kumar

Come and Enjoy Listening to the great
Actor and Humanist reflecting on his own

Ask_your favourite question to the Living

photographed with Dilip Kumar

And if Lady Luck Smiles on You .. You
LucKky
complementary Ticket for a Couple to visit
Bombay and enjoy an Exclusive Tvening

TICKET VALUE TK. 3000 (Per Person) TK.2000
(Per Person) TK.1500 (Per Person)

'95, 6.15 P.M.
Winter Garden Hotel Sheraton Dhaka

~ Tickets Available at : @ Sheraton Hotel
® Film Fare-Sobhanbag,

B Dolce-Vita-Kamal Ataturk
Avenue B Swiss Plus-Baily Road

@ Ananda Confectionary-Abul Hasnat Road

tion-Guishan

Dilip Kumar Reception Committee

Its a Charity Show For The Welfare Fund of
Radio, TV & Cinema Artists’
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to yourself

of a
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