Best: use of radiation technology
for food preservation underscored

To protect human health
the goveinment has a pian w
moderhise the Pesticide Resi
due Laburatory al Lhe 'nsiitute
of Food ind hadiaton Bluloey
(IFRB! of Bapsiadesh Atomic

Crmmussion (BAEC!

This was disclosed by Statle
Minister flor Science and
Techmology Prof M A Mannan
al & naldonal umnar on
“Trradiiion as an tive to
pestipide fo: 0od preserva-
tan™ al the auditorrum of
Atomic Encrgy Centre in the
ity vesterdiay.,

Speaking as » Chiel guest
Profl Mgnnan said we have to
ensuire saletyv food and ecolo-
gical balance. which interna-
tionally actepted in irradiation
technology. 'L is very guch
necessary lor reducing post-
harvest losses, Improving
hygienic qualtty and meeting
the gquarantine reguirement
for trade development

He sald the Pesiicide
Residue Labogatory should be

in Russia to talk
standby loan

By Staff Correspondent

counfirmed the presence of

high concentration of persis-

tents conmpounds ke DDT in
dned fish

"All relevant aspects of the
tood trradiation technology by
using Gamina Ray was studied
al HAECU, en the basis of a
commercia! demonsirauon ir-
raciation piant was st ap at
Chittagong by Gamsmatech LiA.
a foirn venlure
Bextmon and BAEC in
1993 which was
derutilised”. he added:

Prol Mannan said use of
chemical and pesticides for
post-harves! storage should be
resiricted or withdrawn for
consumers salety considera-
tion and environmental bur-
demn Many countries in the
worlid are no more allowing
uses ol pesticides and chemi-
cal additiyes for lood storage
awd other post-harvest man-
agement, he added

In an~ther session, a Num-
ber of Nuclear scientipl under-

for first 6 mon

of

MOSCOW. Jan 18, An
International Monetary fund
team considering a six miMion
dollar loan 10 Russia arrived
Wednesda¥ for though talks
that were expected to focus on
how much Russia is spending
on its war in Chechnya.
reports AP. -

Even before Russian 1t
rolled into the rebel republic
last month, IMF officials had
criticized the government's
1995 budget plan as being too
lax.

Russian ollicials insist the
war won't break the budget,
which is the comerstone of
the 1995 anti-inflation
programme. But parliamentary
- leaders are demanding a full
accounting of the cosi of the
Chechnya operation before

they' 11 comnsiden ahel Sidiget ;
plan

The State Duma. the lower
house of parliament, is
considering whether to delay
the budget vote now
scheduled for Friday — until
the government releases the
Chechmya numbers.

Despite the parliamentary
delays. Russian officials invol-’

ved in the IMF negotiations
were optimistic. ‘

The government met a key
IMF. condition when it lified
oil export quotas earlier this
month, liberalizing a key
sector of the Russian economy.

Now. "all that's left is to
adopt a budget.” spid Deputy
Economics Minjster Sergei
Vasiliev.

—

KARACHL. Jan 18: Pakistani
stocks hit by political uncer-
tainty. bleak economic pros-
pects and a global downtum In
emerging markets could stay
in the doldrums lor the first
six months, of 1998, brokers
and analysts said, reports
Reuter.

We are looking at a very
stagnant market which apart
from some technical sports is
unlikely to experience any

major movemen! in the first -

hall of the year. desler All
Asghar ol Taurus Securilies
said about the Karachi Stock
Exchange (KSE).

Uniess someshing really
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scored the need for Best use of
radtavon Lechnology lor food
preservation as an alternative
o pesticides.

They said it has become
imperative o use radiation
technology as recent scientific
studies found that the produc-
ers and traders of different
lood {lems including Ary fish
are mieveing and overusing
pesticides and chemical addd-
tves including fumigants and
decontaminates In post-ar-
vest food treatment

Science Secretary Dr
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir.
Member (Bio science) of BAEC,
[Dr Kamaluddin Ahmed [FRD
Director M A Matin and food
irradiation specialist Dr M
Ahmed also addressed al the

‘eneTTHNAr

The maugural session was
presided over by BAEC
Chairman M A Quaityum The
keynote paper was presented
by International Atomic Energy
Agency expert on pesticide

exciting happens . stocks are
heading downwards for the
1. 500 poimt level they left In
lale® 993, Asghar said

Trading has been thin this
month, with the |00-share in-
dex moving 1) a narrow band
around the .2000 point mark
since it dipped 10 a year-low of
1 936 points on December 20

The index closed 13 24
points down at 2,008.67 on
loreign selling on Monday on
lumnover of 8.2 million shares.

Brokers said a combination
ol [aciors had contributed 10 a
disturbing cooli of foreign
interest which helped the
Karachi bourse boom in the

-

The meeting of the Board of Directors of Padma Textile Mills Ltd. was held in
Monday. Presided over hy ASF Rahman, Chairman of Beximeo

Another official cloase 1o the
talks said the latest round of
consuljations could pave the
way for a loan agreement.

nccounts

—— e EE——— S [ — [ —

e

-

WASHINGTON. Jan 18:
Industrial production surged
in December more rapidly
than it has in two years and
factories operated at their
| highest rate of capacity In
more (han |15 years. reports
AP.

The Federal Reserve said
Tuesday that output at the na-
ton’s factories. minés and util-
illies advanced on€ per cent
| 'ast month and was 5.8 per
cent higher in° December than
d year earlier, .

The strong production fig-
ures show that industry closed
oul last year In robust fashion
and contrasted with a govern-
j'nent report last week that re-
tall sales in December de-
clinéd for the first time in
eight months, b

Analysts said the sales dip
l may signal the beginning of a
slowdown In Americans'
spending spree that has pow-
ered the four-year economic
expansion. But Tuesdgy's data
showed no slowing in Indus-
Lrial output.

With strength broadly
based. the Federal Reserve
sald Industry was operaung at
85.4 per cent of capacity In
December. the highest rate
since Oclober 1979,

The current rate could
mean the start of bottlenecks
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attended by Charles Seller, C M Alam, Salman F Rahman and
carned a profit of Tk I'Ul.l.ﬂi million in 1994. The figure is based on provisional (unaudited)

US industrial output
jumps in Dec, '94
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and rising prices, and the lat-
est data is bound to bolster ar-
gumenis by Federal ‘Reserve
members who lavour “raising
iniggest rates yet again to slow
the economy and keep a lid on
inflation. )

| sfasrors | The Fed raised interest
RBGPi-rba~-33/) forn wrdfos faam 7am rates six times last year, and
“ %03 e 5T | many analysts expect a seventh

‘boost when the central bank's

B
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residue research
Grayson.

Dr Alamgir said that food
irradiation was well matured.
food processing technology
and global evaluation o1 its
efficacy and wholesomeness is
uregul-vocal.

Urging the prospective en-
trepreneurs (o invest In this
technology he said interna-
tonal trade on rradiated food
was a matter of time only
where necessary harmoniza-
tion of national regulation was
underway for the purpose

BAEC Chairman Qualyum
said the objective of the semi-
nar was o0 make the

aware of the dangers of using
ban and dangerous pesti-
cides siable compounds

Dr Bastl T

like DDT 0 food preservation
Dr M Ahmed satd chemicals

carly parn of las! year

Tension between Prime
Minister Benarsir Bhutio and
epposition lcader Nawar Shenf

By last December l‘urﬂ..[;u
acuvily in the market plunged
lo only 35 per cent iIn value

the cify on_
Group, the meeting was
M A Qasem. The mill hag_

key-policy ml'k!:? Federal
Open Market ommittee
meel(s at the end of this
month.

The one per cent gain In
output last month was the
largest since an identical In-
jease in November 1992.

The December jump was
larger than analysts expected
and came despite a drop in
production at utilities due to

unseasonably mild weather.
The Federal Reserve also

sald that production vose 0.7
per cent in November,. revised
upward from a previous 0.5
per cent estimate,

Industrial production grew
al an annual rate of 5.4 per
cent In the fourth quarter,
compared to 4.9 per eent the
previous three months.

Factory output., the most
closely watched component of
the report, gained one per
cent in December. That
matched the November ad-
vance and for all of 1994 was
up 6.7 per cent.

Mining production
creased 1.2 r cent last
month after f:lellng 0.5 per
cent In November. For the
year. mining output was up 1.5
per cent.

Utility production declined
0.8 per cent in December after
falling 1.3 per cent a month
earlier! For the year. utflities
were down 0.6 per cent.

Factory output was particu-
larly strong for big ticket
durable goods. That category
cliimbed 1.3 per cent iIn
December on top of a one per
cent rise in November, and
long-lasting goods were up 8.2
per cent over 1993,
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BJMC earns
Tk 299 cr

Bangladesh Jute Mills
Corporation (BJMC) earned
Taka 299 crore by exporting
' 48.500 tons of jule goods
from during July-December
period of current flscal year.
reporis BSS.
the
the
year, (93-'94) BJMC exported
1.13.600 tons of jute goods
valued at Taka 231 crore.

Compared with the corre-
sponding period of the previ-
ous year the export of
goods anx] earnings in the Nt
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 Manufacturers halt factory
‘operations in western Japan
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TOKYO Jan 18 Japanese
manufacturers halted factory

operations in western Japan plant. where it makes persongl which is headguartered in Osa-
on Tuesday while the Osaka computers. word processors ka halted production at one
Securities Exchange sus- and video games factory in the suburbe of Osaka

pended share trading afier a

massive earthquake devastated factory located at the epicen- reportedly affected were car-
Lhe area. report AFP. tre on Awaji island suspended  maker Dathatsu Motor Co. Lid.
Among the companies af- production of solar cells and camera and office equipment
fecied were Kobe Steel Lid.. batteries manufacturer Minoita Co. Lid.
one of Japan's top steelmak- Reports reaching the and the country’s biggest whis-
ers. and elecironies manufac- Japanese capital said only 10 ky distiller Suntory Lid.. all
turers Matsushita Electric  per cemt of Securities company  based in Osaka
Industrial Co Ltd. and employers showed up for work A tyre factory operated
Electric Col. Lad. both based in in Osaka after pre-dawn quake il

1 sabea,

Kobe Stieel suspended pro-
duction at both its Kagowa St-
eelworks and its Kobe Sieel
works, its two main facilities
in Japan. a spokesman at the
company s Tokye eoffiee said.
Further detaills were unavai-
Iaaksle 2

Japans top stecimaker
Nippon Sieel Corp. was alse
reported o have suspended
sieeimaking operations in
L T

A spokesman for Matsu-
shita. the worlkd s largest con-
sumer electronics maker best
Rnown jor ita National and

the fields of cement. pulp and

jects with foreign investment
in Bangladesh are in active
consideration of the IFC for fi-

Abdul Hye was present.

ing the che¢mical the oil be-
come poisonous which is inju-
rious to health.

They also urged for strin-
gent action against the adul-
terators.

IFC delegation
meets Zahir

A [ive-member delegation of
International Finance Corpo-
ration (IFC) today called on
Industrjes Minister A M
Zahiruddin Khan at his "office
here, reports BSS.

The delegation apprised the
minister of the of
IFC in Bangladesh and dis-
cussed varidus ways and means
Lm; investment of IFC

They also discussed setting
up of joint venture in

paper and leather.
The delegation said that a
number of joint venture pro-

nancing.
Industries Secretary AHM

Six Lankans
held in Nepal

KATHMANDU. Jan 18: The
Depattment of immigration in
Nepal has arrested a gang in-
volved in forging fake visas and
passport during a raid in a
house here on Tuesday, re-
ports Xinhua.

According to a spokesman
of the Home Ministry, the gang
includes six members who are
reported to be Sri Lankan’na-

Uonals staying in Nepal flle-

Head of the gang. Alfred
Reghding has been involved in
the .illegal activities in
for four or five years under the
indian name of Janardans
hanker.

A M Subid Al
hetw cen Australian buyers

President, Bangladesh Chamber of Industries, presided over A meeting
mission and BC! directors and members in the city on Tuesday.

Aussie buyers show keen
interest in jt venture

The visiting Australtan
buyers mission has shown
keen inlerest in joint venture
projects like water manage-
ment. environment manage-
ment, dairy farm and telecom-
munications in Bangladesh,
reports UNB.

The interest was shown at a
meeting between the Aus-
tralian buyers' mission and
leadérs of the Bangladesh
Chamber ®f Industries (BCI)
Tuesday.

Peter Hattam. Executive
Officer. Trade Investment Pro-
motion Service (TIPS). Can-
berra. is leading the seven
member delegation, who arri-
ved in Bangladesh on January
12.

BCl President M Subid Ali
presided over the meeting.

The members of the mi-
ssion have also shown interest
in ceramic products. leather
goods. garments, jute and jute
goods, sea food ®ic.

Hattam infosmed the mee-
ting that TIP service inclydes
matching up Bamgladeshi ex-
porters with Australian im-
porters and extends fund for
training facilities for entre-
preneurs [rom LDCs.

The mission leader also said
that Bangladeshi companies
would be given special facili-
ties in major Austiralian dis-
plays in 1995 and 1996.

The present facilfties en-
joyed by the LDCs would be
abolished after 1996 ainl they

would have to compete with
the rest of the world on the
basis of quality products. ¢

The BCI President said
there is much communication
gap between the business
communities of both the
countries. This gap should be
narrowed by (requent ex*
change of trade delegation to
explore business possibilities,
he added. .

He said the Australian go-
vernment should ensure easy

WASHINGTON. Jan 18:
Despite endorsements from
leaders of both parties in
Congress. President Clinton's
plan to underwrite 40 billion
dollars in loans for Mexico has
run into opposition from both
liberal and conservative law-
makers, reports AP.

The same coalition that
came close 4o defeating the
North American Free Trade
Agreement in the House a year
ago seemed (o be forming
again in an effort to fight the
loan guarantees. _

Republican David Bonior of
Michigan. No 2 Democrat in
the House. said the United
States should insist on a num-
her of guarantees. including
requircments that Mexican

Peso bail-out runs into
opposition in Congress

access of Bangladeshi trade
delegation 1o its country. says a .

é

Haq.

“ui'k:ﬁ have expanded rights
Lo organize and strike.

“If the American people are’
going to be asked to guarantee
billions of dollars in loans to
Mexico. we have a right to
demand that Mexico meet cer-
tain conditions in returmn.” said
Bonior. who led Democratic
opponents to NAFTA in 1993.

Conmservatiyes. meanwhile,
charged that the deal was a
bail-out for big Wall Street in-
vestors who have lent money
to Mexico.

“This is a bail-out of a basi-
cally unreliable, untrustworthy
regime and it's a bail-out of
Wall Street.” charged com-
mentator Patrick Buchanan a
Republican presidential candi-
date in 1992

lertihser, insecticide and electricity et

Bungladesh Krishak Samity brought out a precession in the city yesterday demanding
solution to the problems faced by sugarcane p"edmn including reduction of prices of

— Star photo



