The Baily Star

Founder-Editor : Late 8. M. Al
Dhaka Thurlday Jlnulw 19 um

'Iiﬂqpu:(iuuﬂker

- Ja perennial killer quake has ence nflln
it t muuu'y Bely |f predictions that rather
held Tokyo to be the likely target., the quake

measu at 7.2 on the Ric htrr scale, has
wrought death and devastation of a holocaust

ion in central Japan. The pictu city
p"m apan's second t city of and
the im rapltal of Kyoto have all been sub- .

jected to the massive jolt. l}w worst o aflect the
area in 50vyears. Only the 1946 tremor ster-
ing a magnitude of 8 was a bigger shock the
Kansai area experienced But this time a widcr
area has been hit

With each passing hour. more and more deatha
are being repogted. By the tune ol writing this
editorial more than 2,000 deaths have been
reported and about 13,000 are missing. The ca-
sualty figure is likely to be much higher. The
Japanese government has gone all out in the res-
cuc operation. And there is no doubt that the
Japancse are the most expert in handling the
crisis alter such an eruption of the earth's bowel.
Yet their rescue efforts are not expected ,to do a
miracle. specially in the tace of fhis overwhelm-
ing tragedy. They have both resources and tech-
'r:tgogy to overcome the damage to the infrastruc-
ture and property. but an emergency is always an
emergency.

On that count, the most efficient of the people
to with the post-quake situation may relent
taking some outside help to give friends a share
in the work. There is no doubt the Ja se
themselves can do the job: but some medical help
— in the shape.of doctors’ and nurses’ teams or
specialists on severe burn injuries — might facili-
tate the treatment of the peu;;lr affected. It is
precisely at this point that while we express our
deepest sorrow over the loss of lives and our
sympathies for the survivors of the tragic trauma,
can we not extend some help to the nation at this
hour of their distress?

It has always been a one-way traffic from this
fﬂtndl‘y_rl people of Japan who-have stood by us

thick and thin. We will feel only happy to
be ﬂf some help particularly in the area of mcdi
care and engineering .assistance our army e
neering core can provide. Let the members of
bereaved families and the Japanese people at
large overcome the loss and tragedy.

What News Double-Murder?

Whatever has happened to Ramena? Or the
five teenagers runh:ssing to the murder of an SSC
examinee f{riend? n October 2 Professor
Nilufar Choudhury and her daughter Mahjabeen
Shoma were murdered. Seventeen days later thr
unbelievable double murder was overtaken by
mindless gruesomeness of the kids literally ila
ing a trusting friend in a premeditated and dcllz
erate act of inhumanity — just for thieving re-
movable valuables. The media and the police co-
operated — not too discreetly in the first case —

in whippi { up a public frenzy. And then sud-
denly one all news relating to the two satura-
tion-reported erimes evaporated. Palpably be-
| cause there were po developments in either case.

But the nation would not leave the two as
easily. The apparent police inaction — nothing
has happened in three months about these
nation- thki{l’ crimes — has set the mosdt reason-
able of minds to think that something was wrong
with the investigating and arraigning authority.
Romena is being theorised to be a stooge t
on her shoulders — freemasonlike — responsi-il-
ity of the crime of pebple who have enough pull
to tamper with the process of punishmemnt. How
can one be {:harﬁed as unfair for thinking that
money has heen having an effective role in dead-
slowing the spectacular progress of the Isa mur-
der case when there is already a long and wide
record of stalled proceedings in numerous cases
of violent crime? Seven other cases of turder
that took place in the past year were all crimes
not needing any Sht‘l'll)t’ltk Holmes or Hercule
Poirot to unearth the criminals. And there hasnt
been any progress about those also. It is the
ernment that will suffer in image for police
ineptness. The point of direct concern is, it is
the society that suffers irre drabl . The confi-
dence in institutions is shaken such gross
cases of failure in duty and that tgrat hurt the
quality of the whole people. '

Honour at Seventy

Kalim Sharafi was felicitated for his services to
our culture in a function held on Tuesday. It is a
testament to his renown, based so well on
achievements both in art and activisin that his
name does not need an appendage for pr:cisc_
identity. And any such appendage,. such as singer
would fall far short of representing him with any
amount of fairess.

But he has been a singer par excellence all his
life to most of us and more than anything else.
How many can recall him as a successful director
of film music or maker of very fine short films or
organiser of very pioneering cultural groups? Ant
to talk of his qinglng rowess whoever remem-
bers him as a non il performer of ganosangeet
or even ghazals? It is as 4 at singer of Tagore
song that he is adored by the present generation
and will live in the memory of the posterity.

He is a living legend. me may feel that his
cringlng from per*mndl Fublic!ty dl’ld AWEI}"
public performances have mutnbut h: ily
l.he legend making. Not so. He never had bei:n a
recluse and, contrarily, he always had been
among the multitude — everyone's Kalim Bhai.
And whoever has seen him, has heard him. The
genesis of the legend can be tracked to the influ-
ences that moulded him or his artistic and ac-
tivist persona. Shubho Guhathakurta, the disciple
of Sailajaranjan and founder of the Dakshini
school and himself a great teacher, was Kalim's
musical mentor. But his years with the re-
doubtable pla}; group Bohurupee specially the {a-
mous Shambhu Mitra's loving care contributed
perhaps more to the making of a golden voice
such as has not been heard after K L Saigal. The

IPTA or Indian People’'s Theatrical Association,

which was in fact more a movement genera
liberating influence on the subcontinental the-
atrical arts than a group,

hjs songs for money.
Moitra, the founders of

Salil Choudhury and our own
Rahman and Altaf Mahmud left an und
print on Kalim's idea of the duty of an
We are grateful to the o
done to
would have come to him only
is the rule in Bangladesh for clﬂtural greats.

st.

T doxically

then rounded him
as a politico-cultural activist who would never sell

Roy and Jyotirindra
A and thlctt!:rn for
heikh Lutfar
ng im-

rganisers of the honour
but for whose initiative celebration
after his death — as

HE man in locus. Spea-
ker Shaikh

ping handy an ad intertm  text

en masse ol the Oppeosition
mdmbers of Parliament. This i1s

certain jo be a techno-legal
lormulation he would only be
compelled 1o deliyer I the
leeway he has o the
political parties 1o sirtke a
compromise lalls 0o be pro-
ductive i other wards, it is at
the botioim ol his choices

« Meanwhile as the Speaker

takes his Lune fhe aunosphere

gets rile with speculations.
The latest one is that be might
be waiting fur a verdict of the
High ( ournt Bernwh. which has
jusd taken up hearing of a writ
petition that challenges the va-
ity of the opposition resig-
pavon W make up his mind If
the inkage a] all turns out 1o
be true. then of course. we are
in for a longer procrastination
given the added possibility that
the appellate jurisdiction of
the Supreme Court might also
be involved

Just for the records. the
Supreme Court has stayed the
operation of a verdict an HC
Division Bench had delivered
whereby the Parllamentary
boycott of the Opposition
members were declared ‘un-
constitutional and they were
required to attend an impen-
ding pardiament sessiorf. The
opposition of course had pre-
ferred an appeal

The f[act ol the matler is
that the opposition have re

“the Prime Minister

by Shah Husain Imam
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Rarzagque
Ali. is said to be kee- ﬂmhmhhdpﬂlﬂmldxuhnﬂlhurﬁcﬂuddcnutofwhﬂhﬂMhmncﬂm

ships in exercise of a
nstitutional right. And the
Speaker is fully empoyered (0

dispose of the resignation let-
terp based on thelr basically

techmical merit. So, the Spea
ker's ruling does not have to
be dependent per se on courn
verdict. expect where a judi
clal review was specifically
sought on a constitutional po
int. The question is whether
we allow the indecisty to
linger 1o a point where mat-
lers get complicated beyond
our capacity to be resolved or
conver take the saner line,
Thus has to be a polit-
iral decision at the carliest to
ride out of what has already
become a constitutional tangle

" on lop of a political impasse

we have so hng described it to
e

This is where the last hur-
die really lies al this juncture

The political decision we
have in mind will have positivé
bearing on Lthe following re
maining points at issue. The
first one obviously reiates to
the Speaker s much-awalted
disposal of the resignation let-
ters without further ado

Secondly. the opposition
wanis Lhe presefntt parilament
lo pass Lhe amendment nee
ded to the Constitution (o
eriable the President to assume
the caretaker role in place of
while tLhe

ruling party being a stickler

lor an unchanged constitution.
lakes the view thal whatever
arrangement they agree o now
should have to be ratified by
the next parllament. H the

measure |s passed through a
resolution of the as
going to be.

it s most m
it could as well be deemed 1o
be a final step taken. Why keep
this hanging for the future
when this can now be done In
one ﬂﬂ?

Thirdly. it is a of
making a fool- apolitical
choice of the party nominees
1o the interim govetnment
who shall pot take part in the
elections

For the opposition it is an
en masse resignation alright,
but for the Speaker. it is very
much a case-by-case obligation
he has to fulfil in accordance
with the relevant provisions of
the Constitution and the Rules
of Procedure of the Jatiya
Sangsad He is learnt to have
made his painstaking scrutiny.

Supposing he declares
some resignation letlers to be
invalid on technical grounds
this is likely to somewhat di-
lute the wholesale nature of
the opposition resignation,
although s en bloc character
will not be entirely compro-
misex)

The Speaker is lkely to
make such a declaration iron-

ciad legally speaking so that a

freah conmstitutional crisis’ does

not crop up to complicate mat-
ters. This is where our em-
phasis would consistently be:
for. an issue on which we had
chosen from the very begin-
ning not to go for eliciting
public opinion nor seek a
judicial review. better be
resolved at the Speakers level
to avoid re-opening the entire
guestion which is bound to be
still more time-consuming.

The Speaker is widely ex-
pected to be duly respectful of
the sensibilities the members
of parlilament who have re-
signed. must have about being
called upon even for the for-
mality s sake to withdraw
their resigmation letters. So.
the Speaker's ruling has to be
deferential to this aspect of
the quitting members’ pres-
tige. This is a delicate balanc-
ing act.
Razzaque we belleve. has the
right credentials to perform.

The Speaker's approach has
beeh unmistakably to save the
present Parliament. even at
some personal rigk of inviting
criticiasm that he has dithered
on the resignation issue. He
has been emboldened to tLake
this line. not quite unsurpris-
ingly. in the knowledge that a
sizable under current of sup-
port exista In favour of the
continuity af the present Ho
Line .

If the present Parliament is

which Shaikh Abdur

formulated as part of the deal
The alorementioned steps are
vital to make the election pro-
cess free and fair. beginning
with the campaign phase

| Brewing Constitutional Crisis : Political Decision Key to Solutum
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might agree W nominate a
tually acceptable veter

member of parliament to
the caretaker

that matter, it could be
puied senior citizen.
are not going for an interim

ii?[:

_ stewardship of a judge. retired

or in harness, we frankly do
not know. Without giving in-
ﬂmtuﬂmtnthu:m
lations. we are well-advised to

signed thedr parlament mem
ONSCIOUSLY or o,
people generally assogt

C ate political leadership
wilh the lundamental gquestion
of stability ol government ol
the political system, and in

deed. of the society as a whaole
Examples atound when les

dership with vision has bro

ught more cohesion and pur
pose to Lthe government, and
made lar reaching impagt on
the patlerns ol social and
cconomk changes ol a natlon
leaders like N kruma, Serg-
hor. Nyerere, Nehru, Kaunda,
Sukarno. Unu were able Lo

shape the destinied of their
countries Their personal traits

and intellectual ability enabled

them to establish a strong
Lond with the people. axd
develop a thlumphy ol go-
vernance. In Bangladesh, po-
lincal leadership has an added
significance because people of

this 1and love lcaders and
heroes and ollen rally i wul
lioms atl times ol orisis Pare-

the people of ba-
ngladesh have also a lendency
lo vppose and denigrale their
leaders While a part of the
responsibility - goes 1o emo-
tional nature ol the people.
lailings ol leadership and ils
inability w produce tangible
results are the main reasons
for such pattern of behaviour
Ziaur Rahman was an excep-
tional leader in this regard
whom people endeared more
alter his death as his vision
was equally matched by his
performances If Sheikh
Mujib s chansma sparked the
liberauon of Rangladesh. Zia s

slalecrall gave meaning and

subsiance 1o she nation-state
Statesman and
Nation-builder

Zia was not only a valiant
freedom fighter he was a skil-
ful statesman. He wanted to
make Bangladesh a cohesive
modern state. The time and
manner in which he had 1o as-
sume power made a slrong
impact on his mind. He could
ilentily sourcves of dissensions
and threats 1o the new state
This enabled him to take ap-
propriate siteps in strengthen-
ing the ingtitutional capacity of
the state. His priorities were:
(i) Lo create a strong and dis-
cipined army, () Lo make bu-
reaucracy committed in order
to unplement his socio-eco-

nomic programmes. and (i)

levadmdﬂmu'ucy?

Sir. The tragic train accl-
dent at Hill and the reaction of
our democratic government
are but one more sorry stone
in our rocky rpad of democ-
racy.

| recall /a lrain accident
sometimes In September-
October 1963 near Yokohama
when | was in Tokyo. Two fast
trains travelling from ofposite
direcgions on their own track
hit each other head on., be-
cause just when the two trains
were within, yards of each
other, one dgralled and
lurched into the track of the
other approaching trai,. re-
sulting in over 200 deaths! It
was a track accident as close
to an acl of God as one could
see. yet the Transport Minis-
ter and the whole Rallway
Board members of JNR (the
rational state rallway) r
immediately! The news of the
accident and resignation was
reported together in the next

day's paper.

Being surprised. | asked my

Letters' for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are ‘accepted. However, all communica-
tmmudbeurthwrm-rlrmfm signature and

Enduring Legacy of Zia

to strengthen police and other
auxiliary lorces in order 0 en
hance Lhe stales capacily o
bring order and discipline In
the sociely Za's sucoess In
these spheres was achieved by
his stron; will, fonsummes ‘e
skill and enormous vigour. Zia
infused the military with new

dignity by providing weapons
training, uniforms and other

{acilities previously lacking MHe
alst streamlined the bureau-
eracy anc ook a number f
measures (0 make them mwore
responsive and effective

Simultaneous with his pro
granunes 1o build the edifice of
a viable state. Zia evolved a
concept of Bangladeshu nation-
alism Tiis was aimed ai
assertimg rational wdentty of
Lthe people. achieving self-re-
liance in economic develop-
ment. military preparedness

against foreign aggression
through total mobilization of
people. and judicious use of
nationalist symbols that could
produce a sense of unity and
political solidarity. Zia s efforts
in this regard was directed
mw:m: the nation s survival as
an t and viable unit
in South Asia by reducing de-

pendence on any particular
power bloc. Zia believed that
mobilizatton of people behind
nationalist slogan might act as
a detefrent against potential
exiernal threat and motivate
the people for nation-building
Lasks :

Precursor of Democratic

Politics

Zia faced enormous dilem-
mas in making transition from
military rule to democracy in
Bangladesh. The first three
years of his witnessed a
military ruler's rather success-
ful efforts of nation-building.
His commitment for transition
to democratic rule was unwa-
vering. and he made it possible

.despite dissatisfaction and

jostling for power within the
military. Although Zia's style of
leadership was not populist. he
gave new substance to democ-
racy by continually renewing
his contacts with people at
grassroots. Zia believed in hard

Japanese colleague the reason |
for this total resignation at the

highest level. His response.
which Is etched in my mem-
ory. was that the Japanese
were Lhen more  civilised in
the 60s. He said that had this
happened in the 40s they
would all have committed
Harakirl to atone for their re-
sponsibility! e
In- a similar incident In

India. not long back, the Civil

Aviation Minister resigned
owning responsibility for the
crash of a chartered Ukrainian
Airline aircraflt operating in
India during the Indian
Airlines pillots strike.

But probably in our highly
vocal democratic government
the responsibility will be 1im-
ited to the locomotive driver,
the signalman and punlbly the
ASM on duty.

The moral rrnpunﬂhlutr of
the Hon. Minister of Transport
has been duly atoned by his
statements of regret sitting in
Dhaka ! Possibly this is the lat-
esl norm af democratic re-
sponsibility .

work and power ol positive
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1978 Presicens diows Bohonan- with-Sogem

Khaleda Zia and then Foregn Minister Prof Mﬂ Huq at
Shwanghat arport on way bac’ fram Japan.

Today lJlnunry 19) is late Pruident Ziaur
Rahman's anniversary of birth

thinking. He. in fact. made
‘politics difficult’ for Bangla-
desh s arm-chair politicians.

Zia% untiring, efforts in mobi-
lizing the rural masses for

success of development pro-
jects gave a new direction o

politics. This earned him wi- ™

der credibility to the people.
As one western observer re-
marked. Zia probably saw mo-
re of Ban fladesh in his travels
than any previous leader inclu-
ding Fazhul Huq and Mujib".

Curiously enough. once he was
back to the capital. he used to

meet urban professional
groups — teachers. journalists,
lawyers -- almost regularly to
listen from them and exchange
views and ideas on various
national issues. He was less
influenced by politicians in
decision making. but kept
them in touch and formalized

decisions through party com-

mittees and the cabinet. His
idea about democracy resem- .
bles mere of a government for
Lhe people. Parties and elec-
tions were never treated as

It I8 a sad day as lelt by a
simple citizen ol a so called
democratic society without any
political or party loyalty. Quo
vadis moral responsibility'?
@uo vadis transparency? Quo
vadis ‘democrajic govern-
ment'? These are just empty
words to be dished out to the
public by our hon'ble minis-
ters. What a sad example to
set!

SA Mansoor
House 23, Road 10
Gulshan. Dhika

Stop import of mini-
buses

Sir. Travelling these days by
mini-buses from Gulistan to Zia
International Airport. Mirpur,
Narayanganj or anywhere in
the city is a very tedious. diffi-
cult and lrurhltm’:mr job.

Almost all the original seats
of the re-conditioned im-
ported mini-buses have been
changed. altered, replaced and
cul to size and made con-
gesied. The passengers are
made to sit jam-packed and
the rool of mini-buses being
very low. 4ll the standing pas-
sengers have to spend (heir
time during journey bow.
legged undergoing great phys-
ical hardships.

This is constantly happen-
ing over the years. but the gov-
ernmenl ansport authorities
concerned. bus owners, bus

mini-buses

‘end in itself but means lo
achieve, ~flective goverman-e
and realization of national
economic development.

- For Economic
Development and Social
Uplift

Zia believed in the virtues of
privatization and self-help. He
was critical of the west for not

providing adequate aid. He
occasionally lashed out at what
he called ‘foreignism' but ijt
never meant western aid do-
nors who were very appre-

ciative of Zia's open market
system and privatization of in-
dustry and commerce, in [act,
Zia invited the multinationals
into Bangladesh on very
favourable terms. gave wrillen
guarantees that there would be
no new nationalization. and
travelled widely through west-
ern and OPEC worlds in search
of economic aid, and to estab-
lish trade links.

Zia's drive for econorhic .
development was also re-

Nected in his enthusiasm log
rural uplift  His extensive in-
volvement in canal digging.
earth -work lor drainage of ir-
rigation watler, and in rurml de-
velopment projects showed his
care and concern for rural

gains in rural sector
mobilization ol rural pesle
was, therefore direcied Lo
creale sound rural infrastrue-
ture for sustained agricultural
development.

Zia made relentless efforts
o remove illiteracy fram the
counury by mass education pro-
grammes. He was an optimist
of rare quality and worked
with utmost devotion to tmple-
ment his revolutionary literacy
programme. He was the first
leader who puhlicly exhorted
Lthe people to adopt family
planning. He correcdy
identified the populavon ex-
plosion as the country's num-
ber one problem. and had he
been alive, he would make a
revolution against population
bocm.

Foreign Policy Strategist
One important arena where
Ziaur Rahman made his most
indelible mark was foreign and
security policy. In order to off-
set Bangladesh's security we-
akness and technological
backwardness Zia's strategy

“was almed at: (i) projecting an

international identity of the

nation through the United .

Nations system, Nan-aligned
Movement. OIC and other in-
ternational fora; and (ii) mobi-
lization of people by taking a
strong nationalist stand which
included a great deal of inter-.
nationalism. Zia had the vision
of an economically self-suffi-
cient Bangladesh which can
safeguard its national sover-
eignty and independence. He
could. however. realize that
while a cutback of western aid
would be economically disas-
trous, a confrontationist policy
with neighbours would destroy

stability of his government. He,
therefore. evplved what he

called a ‘balanced foreign pol-

—=

e

conductors and the traffic po-

* lice da not give any heed to

people’s grievances and com-
plaints. |
We strongly f(eel that time
has come to make some im-
portant policy decisions on
for the conve-
nience ol the mini-bus passen-
pgers and also for the enforce-

menlt of #raflic laws in the
COnnLry

Firsi of all the import~of re-
conditioned mini-buses may be
totilly stopped in Bangladesh.
If the re-conditioned mini-
buses are at all imported, the
height of these vehicles may be
so raised and made at the time
of re-conditioning’' that the
passengers may keep standing
easily and comfortably and
lastly. in any case. the original
seais of the imported mini-
buses may not be altered or
changed

If the bus owners violate

these rules and also the trans
port authorities and (raffic po-

e fail to discharge their du-
ties and responsibilities dili-
gently and faithfudly then they
may be brought to book. fine
imposed on the owners and
disciplinary action may be
taken against concerned offi

clals.

We hope our Ministry of
Communication. Ministry of
Commerce, Custom authori-
ties. road transport authorities
and traffic police may kindly
consider the matters and take

necessary steps for the welfare

of the passengers.

Do our Communication
Minister. * MPs., Opposition
leaders, ‘Secretaries of the
Ministries. high officials of
road transport authorities and
traffic police ever travel by
mini-buses? Bangladesh is no
more under foreign rule, no
more there {s autocracy in the
country. We are now a free. in-

dependent and democratic
country. Qur public leaders and

government officials must fromr
time to time travel by mini-

buses and also socialise with
the common people to know
and understand their different
problems. difficuities and suf-

ferings and help mitigate

their problems and grievances.

() H Kabir
Dhaka- 1203

Sir. With congratulations,
courteous Bangladesh has only
shared the passion with the
1994 World Cup football rhnm
pions Brawil

Although this footbail loving
nation failed te make it to the
World Cup finals this time
around, fts rank — 126th in
the world — is still above the
South Champions

HopeTully. like the low
ranked US Bangladesh will
play host to the World Cup -
nals and will even win the
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Zia is no more with us, but
his ideals and Institutions
stood the lest of time. Mis
most lavourite instilution was
the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) which returned 1o
poweér in 1991 headed by his
illustrious wife. How far Zia's
ideuls -I:llﬂ d.!._ I““ hﬂl
matenalized is yet 10 be com-
prehended. but Zia had clearly
set Lthe country s agenda by the
lwin desiderata of achieving
economic development wigh
effecsive governance, and en-
gendering a sense of nation-
hood within a cooperative re-
gional and international order
Zia's 19-point programme for
sucio-economic uplift, empha-
sis on (he role of private sec-
lor. swanirvar project. canal-
digging programme., concern
for women's participation in
the development process. and
care for children — will con-
tinue to influénce the country's
pohtucal. economic and lncul
agenda for many

Zia's world views K
to balance the tnl:mu u-t'
national security and larger
cause of regional and interna-
tional peace gave him a unigue
stature. Zia's uncompromising
stand on Bangladesh s viLal se-
curily interests including the
share of Ganges waler from the
powerful neighbour made him
a symbol of patrtotism. His
deep commitment to the cause
of modernization of the coun-
try. relentiess efforts for social
progress. remarkable strength
of pyrpose. and his honest and
simpile life left an enduring le-
gacy on which the present
government could build a
democratic nation vibrant with
economic prosperity. Social
justice and a strong sense ol
nationhood. — PID Featur.
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dream cup’ mmuhjr not (oo
long from now.

.What this nation will need
most to standardise its_football

facilities
cuppers coupled with lessons
on moral values when the

world sports arena is lrying
hard to clean up I8 messed up

image.

From the system of Lhe
games comes up the query:
why must the only one player
— goalkeeper — pay the price
for his whole nation facing de-
cider shootouts alone?

Besides, the team at the
bottom of a group table alter a
round or two could still be
better than the team at the top
ol another group table,

Refereeing controversy can
be staightened out with video
replay. Instead of s0 many
teams at the finals. only conti-
nents or about hall

tem (with replay over tl-r
and/or shot-the-te-off by

tion - against -position all
players on both -lhl and/ oy
better points. sharing total re
sponsibility equallyl to be the

undisputed champions.

M Rahman
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