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Accord on ceasefire |

in Chechnya

MOSCOW. Jan | 7. Russian
Prime Minister Victor Cherno
myrdin and (wo cabinet mi
nisters Mmom the breakaway
Russian republic of Chechnya
today reached an agreement iu
principle on a ceasefire in the
Chechnya conflict. a Chechen

1 said. reports AFP

Chechen Justice Minuster
Usman lmayev said al a press
conference: "We have reached
an agreemen! on a ceaselire
and a halt in pulitary action.”

He said the ceasefire could
start as carly as Wednesday
mighy’

A government spokesmaii
conflrined the accord. which
came during. an hour-long
meeting between C hernoanyr
din and vice premier Serged
Shakhrai on one hand and
Imayev and Chechen Econu
mics Minister Teimuiraz Abud
bakarov on the other

Imavev. a close aide ol
Chechen President Dzhwokhar
Dudaveyv said Lhe issue ol pris-

oner exchanges would be dis-

ﬁvy

SARAJEVO. Jan 17: Heavy
infantry fighting erupted be-
tween government! lorces and
Bosnian Serbs. in defiance of
the latest natlonwide ceasefire.
a UN spokesman said today.
reports Reuler.

The clashes came near the
UN “sale drea” of Bihac town in
the northwest,

Thev contravened a cease-
fire agretd by Bosnia's main
warring parties over the new
year and prompted the United
Nations to press both sides to

speed up implementation ol

the truce,

Most ol Bnlnla hns been
quiet, but Bihac has been the
scene of repealed outbreaks of
fighting.

The latest chl-hrl were (-
elled by Serb attempts to re-
capture the village of Klokot
and ils waler reservoir. which

cussed laler He added that
Ingush President Ruslan
Aushev had acted as go be
iween iIn brokerng the cease
lire accord

But imavey could not give
any hrm official (hming for the
ceasclire of angounce any of
fictal sagring

Mecanwhile AFFP correspon
dents at the Chechen capital ol
Groeny saud Russian bombard
merts ol Chechen positwons in
Lhe ity were cantinuing wday

A 48 -hour ceaselire de
clared wunilaterally by the
Kremhin last week collapsed
alter two hours. although the
intensity of fighting lessened
over the twp days.

AP adds The interfax news
agency ciled Chechnya's eco-
nomic nunister as saving Lhe
agreement was a first step to
ward peaceflul settlement of
the 5 week - old war He said he
would convey details of the
talks to Chechen President
Dzhokhar Dudavey on return
mg o (rozny

fighting in Bihac
defying ceasefire

supplies Bihac town. from gov-
r.'mmam Sth corps troops who
selzed L In & surprise atlack
on Friday.

“There was ground fighting
on the west side ol the sale
area between the BSA (Bosnlan
Serb Army) and the 5th cro-
ps.” said UN spokesman Paul
Risley. describing the battle
over the previous 24 hours.

“We think the 5(h corps |is

holding to positions 1 took
around and near the kol
reservoir against BSA eflorts

to take the area back. They
haven't don€ it so lar.’

UIN observers recorded
about 100 artillery explostions
and scores of small-arms
rounds. together with heavy
machinegun fire on the Klokot

front. Fighting tatled off after

- dark.

3 more PWs examined
in JP office case

With the testimony ol thiree
more wilnesses recorded
Monday. nine prosecution wit-
nesscs (PWs) have so far de-
posed in the Jaliva Party Office
Case, reports BSS.

Deposed president Huyssain
Muhammad Ershad. the prin-
cipal accused in the corruption
case, has been tharged with
abusing his official position in
ordering the renovation and
refurbishment of an abandoned

house in the city for the use of -

the then ruling Jatiya Party,
resulting in the wastage of
about Taka 82 lakh from the
stale excheqguer

Former Works Minister
Mostafa Jamal Haider and
former Works Secretary MA
Roul are Lthe co-accused.

Those who deposed Monday
included a retired chiefl engl
neet of the Public Works
Deparunent.

On conclusion of the depo-
sitfons ol three wilnesses,
Zinat Ara. Additional District
and Sessions Judge (First
Court, Dhaka)l and Speclal
Judge. adjourned the hearing
till February 4. 1995.

PW-7 Md Ansaruddin Khan,
Senior Assistanlt Secrelary in
the Road and Road Transport
Division of the Ministry ol
Communications identified se-
veral exhibits, including a [ile
of the Finance Ministry enti
ted "Jatiya Party Office at Road
No 3. Dhanmandi Residential
Area. Khan had served in the
Expenditure Control Depart-
ment of the Finance Ministry
during 1988 to 1992. The JP
office file was Initiated by him,
the witness said.

During cross-examination
by Khandaker Mahbub Hossain.
the defence counsel of Erghad,
PW-7 denied, having recelved
any directive from the princi-
pal accused regarding the re-
pair work. He gave no direct
reply to a suggestion that
Ershad had no role in the re
pair work. Khan said the re-
sponsibility of such a job lies
with the Works Ministry.

Replying to a query from
Yusuf Hossain Humayun, de-
fence lawyer for Mostala Jamal
Haider. PW-7 admitted that
the Finance Mimistry had given
approval to the r and ren-
ovation work of the house.

Answering a query from T™
Akhar. defence lawyer of Rouf,
Ansaruddin Khan said that a
NOC (no objection certificate)

from the Finance Ministry was
the Ministry of

given for

Works. but added that it wu's

givenn under certain terms and

conditions.
AKM Safiuddin, a retired
chiel engineer of .the PWD.

during his deposifion said iie

had visited the site two to

three times to inspect the

" -

progress of work. PW-9
Saliuddin was the additional
chiel engineer when the repair
work was carmed out

He testified that he had not
raised any objection about the
work since it was done at the
directive of the higher au-
thorities

During cross-examination
by TM Akbar. PW-9-said that
usually sanctions are given
when rules and regulations are
met.

Answering a question. the
former chief engineer said
there are three types of repair
works — annual, guaternary
levery four years) and jal.
The witness affirmed that
there is no limit for expendi-
ture in the case of ‘special
works.

Salahuddin Ahmed. a head
assistant, PWD. Eden bulldings
— the PW-8 — identified sev-
eral papers which were earlier
marked as exhibits.

Public Prosecutor Abdur
Rarzzak Khan stood for the
slale.

Ban ignored
From Page 1 Col 7
local gas distribution gadget.
This caused a fire that pan-
icked (he local people and
they rushed out of their resi-
dences.

Fire-fighter8 had to be
called in to douse the fire

Street vendors and small
shops in all areas sold the
crackers as if there was no ban
on the sale and purchase of
these,

Police acjion was hardly
noticeable when children
came outl on the streets and
exploded crackers everywhere.

In many areas, particularly
in the old part of the city,
cracker blasts continued until
Tuesday evening.

Al some places, plaincloth
policemen were, however,
seen chasing those exploding
crackers.

Police rounded up over 250
children and youths for al-
legedly taking part in fire-

works, a DMP press release
said.

Legal action would be taken

against the arrested, it added.

A police official at Motijheel
thana saild they had picked up
51 children and youths aged
10 to 15 for setting off crack-
ers on the holy night.

Under Lthe DMP Act, the of-
fenders might be fined Taka
20 to 50 each, sald another of-
ficlal who wanted not to be
namexd. : o

Police had earlier warned
against sale and purchase of
crackers on the 5 e-Barat
night.

. Radio and television repeat
edly announced the ban. -

1
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Chief of Army '-auff Ll hrnrral Ahu ‘mleh Huhummed anm pmntm; nulmthmg W

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia dunng a
the Bangladesh Army at Ghoraghat 1n Dinajpur district Monday.

'AL concerned at |

price hike of
essentials
By Stafl Correspondent

An emergency meeting of
the Awami League Central

nnabated pﬂcr hike of essen -
itals including rice. pulee. oil
andd papers.

The meeting. held with
party chie!f Sheikh Hasina In
the chair. observed that an
abnormal food crisis and - In
crease in Lthe price of ‘essen-
tials made people s, lives un-
Iwarable

The government had totally
latlet]! o tackle the situation,
the meeting sald adding the
prices of rice went beyond the
purchasing capacily ol com:
monmen at the beginning of
harvesting season

The party also demanded

" that the government lake nec

essary measures (o check Lthe
price hike ol essentials

The meclting in another
resolution sald Speaker's de
laving tactics in accepling the
resignations of \the opposition
members would be harmiful for
the country. It called for ac-
cepung the resignations

Price of urea
fertilizer
reduced

The governinent has re-
duced the maximmum retail
price of urea fertilizer 1o Taka
230 per 50 kg bag with im-
imediate eflfect. reports UNB

As a part of an emergency
price control measure, an offi-
cial announcement said Man
day, the government reduced
the price ol lertilieer consider
ing the production. transport
and slorage costs and other
ancillary costs

All concerned. including
the Bangladesh Fertilizer As-
sociation. Ferulizer Dealers
Samity other organisations
and Deputy ¢ onunissione®s of
all distncts have been directed
o go bv the decrsion under the
Lssenhial Commaodities Price
Control Act 1956

Banani Complex
in Ctg shut

From Staft L‘urreﬁpondent‘

CHITTAGONG. Jan 17: Chi-
Uagong Cusioms Excise and
VAT Collectorate sealed off a
city’s pronunent cinema Bana-
ni Complex on charge of non
paymen! of VAT amounung to
Tk B0 lakh. ollictal sources
said here 1oday.

A joint task force compris
ing Customs oflicials. police
peisonnel and BDR raided the
cinema at Agrabad Monday
altermoon and closed the hall.

Hili mishap: People
remember a big bang

joint winter exercise of 11 Infantry Division of

— PID pheoto

By Naimul Haq, back from Hili (Dinajpur)

Jan 17 Mhe scene at ‘the
Hili Ratiway Station Friday
niglit was very pathetic. There
were pools of blood all owver.
People were crying for help all
around. Many of the injured
were writhing in pain

This was described |zb=n!
of the passengers. ul
Malek. 27, who had boarded
the local train at the Hili ia-
tien only 20 minutes before
the accident occurred. Malek
was wstheduled 10 go to
Birampuwr He was one of the
few lucky passengers who sul.
fered Hitde injunes

T was sitting next 0 a4 man
who geoerously =t me st pext
to him Seconds later. he was
gone. | noticed his legs and
part of his body in between Lhe
door and the goods eft next o
the door | saw blood ocozing
out from his stomach.” Malek
said. "The compartment we
were sitting i, the first of the
three compartments attached
o Lthe local train. was totally
damaged There were about’ 60
prople mosi of whom had
boarded the train from
Hili. as it is locally knowm. The
olher 1wo compartinents were
equally packed with passen-
gers This normally happens
on Fndays. weekly hat day at
Fanchbibi,” he added.

There was a big bang. said
most of the local people who
look part in the rescue work.
"I ran towards (he station
bullding minutes dfter the col-
ision.” sadd Abul Hassan a se-
ndor teacher at the Bangla Hili
Madrasha. oppasite the station.
"It was horrible | wiinessed
scverey! hands and legs sirewn

y the ground. The siluation

Fire in Comilla

From 1 Col 4
ladesh Hfdplari:l Association
have started reliel operations
n the area

The injured were admitted
to diflerent clinics The home-
less people remained under
the open sky till filing of this
report al around 10 pm with
the current cold wave com-
pounding their misery

The people of Afizabad
Colony migrated from India in
1950s and the district admin-
istratioif has been planning te
evict them from the colony for
guite a jong time.

Our Correspondent from
Narayangan) reports: Some 18
hosiery shops were gutted
when a fire broke out in the
Sved Ali Hosiery Market at
Nandipara in the town in the

| early hours today.

The tin-shed hosiery mar
The rmmtl of dum;# r:ﬂld

be about Tk 20 lakh. according
to unul‘l.‘lﬂ.nl estimates.

wis (otally chaotic until the
BDR men from nearby
turmed up Most of the seri-
ously injured were uncon-
scious But those who managed
:u help themselves ran away
rom the site apprehending an
exploston.” he sald

1 msaw the Shimanta
Expresa hitting the local train.
There was a huge spark of fire
followed by a bang sald Rana
Islam. who was sitting in his
ure e 8 paan shop just opposite
the station about 300 yards
away The compartments of
the local train were thrown
apart | coukint believe my

eyes

Jahanara a neighbour of
Islam. ran (o join the rescue
work bt 1 was Wwo much for
her 1 couldn't bear the pains
any more 0 | came back -
Jahanars saki

The condition of the station
is even worse. The walls may
collipse any dav There Is only
o totlet for hoth men and
wosnent. One can't get a glass of
waler al the station and has o
walk all the way to the
Customs building H Tre
age old system of station man:
agement is still followed.

‘How can one expect good
services f you den't have
proper [acllities?” asked the
newly d=puted Assistani
Station Master. “| was wid s
come and work here al the
Hili station. But look at the of-
fice room. All we have is two

sets of telephones which con-

stanty keep buzzing. Its a risky
job. Sometimes we run out of

torch batteries. We then have
to depend on candle lights,
this is not unusual™, he added.

‘Jhenidah murder

Froun Page |1 Col 8
arouivd 6 pm on Monday by a
gang ol misCreamts.

The samily leaders clainied
that Lhe killers were the mem-
bers of the outlawed Sarbahara
Party. Police sent the body to
Sadar hospital morgue lor
aulopsy .

The samity brought out a
procession on Monday night
demanding arrést and exem-
plary punishment of the
killers.

During hartal hours. most
of the shops and educational
institutions remained closed
and vehicles were off the road.

Y outh shot dead

From Page 1 Col 8

Some local people said thai
the clash was a sequel o a

previous™quarrel between two

groups of local youths over a
piece of land in the locality.

‘Country well-poised for gmwth|

From Page | Col 7
shown by the investors from
India.” the BOIl executive
chairman said.

Asked if he thought that
Euromoney’s description of
Bangladesh as an ‘emerging
liger was appropriate, Haque
said "It Is their perception that

_Bangladesh is the emerging
tiger .in South Asia and they

valid reasons for saying that. It

indicates the degree of inter-
national confidence being

shown in Bangladesh after the

country successfully intro-
duced economic Wberalisation
and reform measures over the
past few years.”

With the prevailing macro-
economic stability and the ini-
tation of market-oriented re-
form measures, he added. an

Local investment

enabling environment for in-
v.-rstmenl both local and for-
eign. has already been put in
place. .

“We have the best incentive
packages for attracting foreign
investment in the region and
excépt for the five restrictive
sectors, all others are open for
100 per cent foreign invest-
ment, © Haque pointed out. “If
we can coordinate these in-
centives and can provide a
one-stop service to the in-
vestors than we will he able to
take advantage of the increas-
ing opportunities Lo attract in-
vestment.”

Furthermore, Haqug em-
phasised. there is also a poliu-
cal consensus among the major
political parties on economic
and Investment policies of the

100% NE Din

No. of units

investment (in

No. of units

LIT I 31

“It is clearly evident
I'rnrm thc economic poilde;
all major political parties that
there is a consensus on the
market-oriented economic
policies and they all encourage

fore . investment . In the
coun

Rupondln.g to a question,
the BOI executive chairman
identified the lack of coordi-
nation among various govern-
ment agencies as an impedi-
mernt to attracting investment.
“But we are working on ways to
improve the coordination
among the L agen-
cies aad tp streamline the

Inadcqu:clu in infrastruc-
tural facilities avallable in the
country also. needs to be im-
m very fast in orﬂer to at-
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PM witnesses
winter exercise
of 11 Infantry Div

DINAJPUR. Jan 17: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
yesterday described the well-
organised Bangladesh Army as
pride of the nation and hoped
that the arnwy would maintain
fis trend of success through
their continued (raining and
hard work. reports BSS

The Prime Minister was
addressing a darbar’ of the of-
ficers and jawans of the 11
lnflnlr[ Division at Gurail in

iraining exercise at adjacent
Birinchi in thana

uru:lﬂmm.

After receiving the Prime
Minister at Ghoraghat. area
mﬂ of Bogra area and
general officer
IGOC) 11 lni-l?rr_mm
Brigadier GM Morshed Khan
briefed her about the winter
exercise,

'Small enterprises

From Page | Col 7
development of small indus-
tries in the project areas.

Tk 1575 crore was 1o be
allocated for disbursement
among (he small entrepre-
newrs and a Tk 9.259 crore
Technical Assistance Praoject
TAP) was alse undertaken to
help the operation of the
SEDP. a sources concerned
petnted out

The SEDFP started s op-
eration with two separale
gramunes - district
mentl credit ine (DDCL) for
distributing loans at district
level and innovetive industries
credit line (1ICL) for providing
loan 10 set up industries of In
novalive nature

According lo the evaluation
report. the NORAD provided
Th 1084 crore through the
Utlara Bank for disbursement
of credit under the two pro-
grammes. Of the amount, Tk
6 87 crore was fixed lor DDCL

and Th 3.96 crore lor ICL
The DDCL operated in Fa
rdpur Madaripur and Mymen
singh districts while the ICL
disbursed loans for |7 indus-

tries in Dhaka and Chittagong
cCilles

Though (he project was
scheduled to be by
September. 1993, the Plan-
ning Commission extended its
duration to July. 1994 and
later the evaluation commi-
llee, expressing dissatisfaction
over Lhe slow disbursement of
loans (56 per cent]. recom-
mended that the loan disbur-
sement programme might be
extended till December 31
last.

The evaluation commitiee,
however, was critical of the
performance. of the TAP since
it found unn use of
fund appointing excess staff.
both local and foreign and
building luxurious offices in
project areas.

The committees reports
says 117 persons were ap-
pointed for the project as
against the sanction of 50 local

mpurl:huﬁd mmw
as

Il computers as against 5,
nine printers as against 5,
eight aircooler as against 3 and

A meeting was held re-
cently at the Economic Rela-
tions Division {ERD) this re-
gard. The meeting reportedly
decided to request the donor
agency by February 20 to
provide further fund to for the
main phase of the

But a participant in the

ling [urther fund a since the
project authorities falled to
meel the conditionalities of
the donors.

?

Japan’s confidence
. From Page 1 Col 5
strong enough Lo avoid a disas-
ter likee the one in Los
Angeles.” said Motohiko Haku-
no. professor of engineering at

Toyo University.

“! feel ashamed.” he said.
"The disaster was a result of
insufficient work. We should
have made the city sturdier.”

"We used Lo believe that
Japanese roads and houses
were built well so what had
happened in California won't
happen here.” said Suminae
Murakami. a Yokohama
National University professor.
“That was wrong."

Several elevated sections of
the HansHfin y con-
neclfing the western cities of

card tables.

"I can’t believe this. It's %o
unfortunate.” Yoso . Tok-
yo University of
bridge engineering. told the
national newspaper Asahi.” We
should review the safety of ex-

! isting bridges.”
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The Midnight File
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Ibs). were found

in a room close to the one

Kumaratunga s son. Vimukthi reports Reuter.

lm-aelijetseolhde,lkiﬂed

mmwmhmmmﬂ:m-m
when he apparently was ripped from his parachute. the army
during an exercise off Palmachim in

sakd . ﬂttd‘lﬂmm
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It was-the biggest qﬁak:
the Kansal area of central
Japan since a 1946 tremer

i
} i

munications to Kobe, a city of
1.5 million. were cut.
Prime Minister Tomiichi

Avalanches kill
36 in Kashmir

vehicle was

swept
1.500-foot (450 metre] gorge
by an avalanche at the Jawahar
tunnel.

KNM worker
hacked to death
From Our M

Govt, Opposmon formula

From Page 1 Col 8
The opposilion parties are
demanding an amendment to
the constitulion to give the
presidept executive powers for
the interim period of eléctions
after the prime minister re-

signs. On the other hand. the

ruling party is still opposed to
any amendment and has sug-

gested that the period when
the nt exercises execu-
tive power would have to be
ratified by the next Parliament.
Under the Gonstilution the
Prime Minister exergises ex-
eculive power.

A ruling party leader. how-

ever. expressed optimism that
they would be able to iron out

the differences which had
slowed down the process. -

The source. who had earlier
told The Daily Star they would
reach a solution by Tuesday.
said “we are [acing a lot of ob-
stacles from different circles.”

He declined to elaborate

the latest ‘agreed formula’ but _

said it had been reported in
he media in different forms.
In reply to a questinon
whether both the sides agreed
to form a parliamentary com-
mittee headed by the Speaker
to supervise the next general

election. the ruling party
leader said ‘it is one of the
propositions.

" Meanwhile. sources close to
Speaker Shaikh Razzak Al
conlirmed that he had alveady
prepared his lengthy ruling on
the resignations of Opposition
MPs. The announcement ol it
was delayed apparently to give
the rival camps opportunity to
reach a consensus. he added.

About the nature of the rul-
ing. the source said ihe
Speaker found the resignation
jetters faunlty and is likely to

"He (Speaker)

complicated. he was taking
some.more time to give the

decisjon.

There is no time-frame in
the Constitution regarding

ing party and the QOpposition
but he had no details.

Razaak Ali also declined to
say anvthing about the deci-
sion he is going to give.

lidity of the en masse resigna-
tions v the Opposition MPs.

Khaleda

From Page ] Col 2

people had rightly voted for .
the nationalist force n the last
national elections and BNP
::dur honour to their ver-

by implementing vartous
programmes ai-
SOCIO-SCOMOIM Sman -
of comumonman
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