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Sabatini, Ivamisevic crash out of Aussie Open

ker bows to other Mac
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m e
turned t© haunt

Boris Becker on

Tuesday as the

German world number three
suflered a dramatic straight
stis oss in the frst round of
the Australian Open. reports
A frustrated Becker crashed
vut 6-3. 6-4. 7-6 as an -
spired Patrick McEnroe.

Becker rmled among l;hl':
biggest upsets in the fourna-
ment's recent history.

Becker made 46 forehand
errors in a match which lasted
a little over two hours as his
immediate plans of threaten-
ing Pete Sampras's world
number one ranking were
rudely shattered.

The three times Wimbiledon
champion missed last year's
Australian Open to attend the

berg in the final of the New
South Wales Open.

Ranked 65th in the world,
_he has 14 doubles titles to his
credit but before this month
the highlight of his career was
reaching the last four in Mel-
bourne four years ago.

- On that occasion Becker
won in four sets after

the first. but this time was un-
able to recover from a disas-
trous start.

McEnroe romped away to a
two-set lead and even when
his opponent led 3-0 in the
third there seemed little

, op
The German  McEnroe's m means  seed Arantxa Sanchez Vicario

MeEnroe on the same court in
1962 but acknowledged the
famous New Yorker's younger
brother had produced a per-
formance worthy of the family
NAME .

Sabatini had to have five
minutes of on-court treatment
lor a back injury. but refused to
use her discomfort as an ex-
cuse for her 6-4. 6-4 defeal to
47th-ranked American Maria-
nne Werdel Witmeyer.

Ivanisevic, playing his first
tournament since his eight-
week ban from the ATP Towur
for accumulated fines. was
squally disappointing as he

-------

that five of the tnp seven re-
maining mens seeds are
American, with only Stefan
Edberg and Michael Stich fly-
ing the European flag,

Andre Agassi, making his
first Australian Open appear-
ance, and Todd Martin both
advanced comfortably to the
second round. “joining Pete
Sampras. Michael Chang and
Jim Courler who all won easily
on Monday.

McEnroe's current form
suggestis he could live with
most of his compatriots and he

His second round opponent
will be Britain's Jereniv Bates
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American Andre Agaui goes for a hlier against South
African Grant Stgfford at the Australian Open yesterday
Agassi made -an impressive debut at this year's opening
Grand Slam event winning in straight sets 6-2, 6-4_ 6-2.

sufrendered 6-1. 7-6, 6-3 to
Germany's Carl-Uwe Steeb, his
second successive first round
loss at a Grand Slam.
Big-serving Swiss 12th seed
Marc Rosset and women's
seeds Magdalena Maleeva and
Julie Halard wece the other
main casualties on a day which
saw almost four hours play lost
on Lhe outside courts to rain

— AFF photo
agreed the Becker triumph
was the best win of his career.
who staged one of the finest
comebacks of his fluctuating
career (o beat Swede Henrik
Holm 6-4,. 6-7. 3-6, 7-6. 6-3.

The day's saddest loser,
however, was Chinas Fang 4,
reduced to tears duting the
closing moments of her 6-2, 6-
O thrashing by women's t

|| cricket this

Auckland away

AUCKLAND. Jan 17: Wins-
ton Benjamin completed a
one-man demolitton of Auck-
land today in the West Indies’
secongd maiteh of their New
Zealand tour, reports Reuter,

The visitors won the B50-
over match by 105 runs.

Batting first. they were re-
stricted Lo 206 for nine but
then bowled Auckland oul for
101 ir the 36th over.

The West Indies were in
some trouble at 108 for six
when Benjamin came to the
crease. He smashed Lhe Au-
ckland bowlers for 74 runs off
60 balls. including six sixes
and four fours.

Then he tore the heart out
of the Auckland batting with
his {ast bowling.

in an opening spell of eight
overs. Benjamin took four for
10 with all his victims caught
hehind the Avicket — three by
wicket keeper Jimmy Adams
and one by Stuart Willlams at
slip .

The first five Auckland
wickets fell for 30. Four of
them were caught by Adams,
one off the bowling of Curtly
Ambrose.

Auckland resisted for a
while. through captain Justin
Vaughan who made 33 and
Simon Peterson. but both fell
to the gentle off-spin of part-
time bowler Keith Arthurton.
who ended with four for 26
from 9.2 overs.

Brian Lara, captaining the
West Indies. was the only
other West Indian batsman to
shine with 38.

The game got off to an ex-
viting start when New Zealand
Test bowler Danny Morrison
bowled Sherwin Campbell. a
century-maker in the tour
opener. with the third ball.

BANGALORE. India. Jan 17:
indian Test stars Javagal Sri-
nath and Anil Kumble have sig-
ned up to play English country
year. reports AFP

Fast bowler Srinath will
turn out for Gloucestershire
while leg-spinner Kumble will
play for Northamptonshire. the
iwo 24-year-old said here
Monday.

The Karnataka duo will re-
place West Indians Courtney
Walsh (Gloucestershire) and
Curtley Ambrose (Northamp-
tonshire) who are unavailable
due to the Caribbean tour of
England from April to August.

Srinath has taken 41 wick-
eis in 15 Tests so far. Kumbie.
the mare suctessful of the two.
has 99 wickets from 20 Tests.

Skipper Mohammad Azhar-
uddin is the only other player
in the indian Test
team likely to play county
cricket this year He is ex-
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MELBOURNE,
Jan 17: Top seed
Pete Sampras
made an electric
start to the de-
fence of his Aus-

former finalists Mats Wilander
and Pat Cash both failed to
rekindle the inspiration ol past

years, reports Reuter.

There was no stopping
Sampras as he powered to a 6-
3. 6-2, 6-0 first round victory
in 73 minutes over the unfor-
tunate Gianluca Pozzi of Italy in
a match which provided few
crumbs of comfort for his ri-
vals.

For Wilander and Cash,
however. the first hurdle
proved togo high on a day when
youth generally prevailed over
experience.

Three times ‘champion
Wilander went down In strai-
ght sets to Dutchman Jacco
Eltingh while local favourite
Cash, weakened by a virus,
proved unable (o resist the
challenge of 96th-ranked Alex
O'Brien after winning the first
L

Both were comfortably
overshadowed by 14 -year-old
Swiss Martina Hingis who be-
came the youngest player to
win a singles maitch at the
Australian Open In the Open
era )

She is already shaping up as
a major crowd attraction in the
first women's Grand Siam
lournament for nine years not
o include Steffi Graff. Monica®
Seles or Martina Navratilova,
but for the moment the lead-
ing men remain the centre of
attention

Sampras looked a different
man to the player beaten by
Michael Chang in the final of
the Koovong exhibition tour
nament! two davs earlier and
said later only a second suc-

cessive litle would satisfy hum
The American world num-

ber one again reminded his
audience that only injuries had
aliowed the likes of Andre
Agassi and Boris Becker to
close the gap at thr top of the
rankings list

Another former Australian
champion Jim Courier, winner
in both 1992 and 1993 began
his latest bid in impressive
fashion by crushing the Crech
Republic s David Rikl 6-4 6-0
7-6

Courier won his first title in
almost 17 months in Adelaide
earlier this month and the
ninth seed s display particu-
larly in the second set when
he crashed a succession of
forehands past his startled

opponent reflccted his deter-

It was hard to do better
than that." agreed Courier.
determined to play to his

strengths in 1995 T stick to

serve o lorehand and shake
hands after the match.’

It was an encouraging day
too for seventh seed Michael
Stich. The German was beaten
in the first round of both the
Australtan Open and Wim-
bledon last year. but this tiine
served 16 aces as he despat-
ched American Jefl Tarango 6-
3, 6-1, 6-3 with minimum fuss.

‘1 am more relaxed and

- more recharged and fresher

than last year... but there's a
long year ahead of us.” said
Stich,

Chang took slightly longer
to shake off Australian wild-
card Paul Kilderry, but by
nightfall the 16 seeds in both
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29 and physically fit again alter

~ back surgery. "I'm not scared

to have a go again."

The 30-year-old WIInndcr
admitted his days as a cham-

plon were behind him. but

sees no reason to stop. "If 1|
thought about those kind of
things it would drive me com-
pletely crazy. I'm so far away
from that. but sometimes you
Just have to forget and keep on

trying.”
Hingis' career. in cootrast,

Is all ahead of her and her 6-0,
7-6 win over 26-year-old

Cidlifornian Jolene Watanabe
was a remarkably assured per-
lormance for a teenager play-

Sabatimi receives therapy for a strained back

during her opening round match at the Australian Open

against

American Marianne Werdel

Witmeyer in

Melbourne vesterday. The fifth-seeded Argentine became
the biggest casualty tb fall on Day Two of the Open losing 6-4,

b4

mens and women's singles
were all still intact

Cash and Wilander, mean-
while. were both insisting they
wouwld coutinue their respec-
tive comebacks.

Tm a great tennis player.
people want to see me .. there
is no reason in the world whj.r !
should stop.” said Cash.

— AFP photo

ing her first Grand Slam tour-
nament.

She now meets Japan's
Kyoko Nagatsuka. with Ameri-
can l4th seed Amy Frazier
looming in the third round.
Frazier. like all the seeded
women in action on Day One.
did not drop a set on her way
to Round T‘wn

|
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FLORENCH, 1
rglars stole
35.000 dollars from thefhhm
home of Fiorentina's

Argentine
striker Gabriel Batistuta, police

, Jan 1".'

sald on Monday, reports
Reuler.

- But the thieves left behind
soccer trophies.

The theft occurred rllen

, Batututq. Serie A's top scorer

this season, was in the
intercontinefital Cup in Saud{
Arabia. His wife Irina was in

Argentina.
Murdoch won't

admit defeat

SAN FRANCISCO, California. *
Jan 17: Australia-born media
baron Rupert Murdoch denied
rivals’ claims he will lose 600
million dollars televising US
football. saying the 1.58 mil-
lion-dollar deal was well Wﬂl
the price. reports AFP.

Murdoch said the value of
his network has jumped by one
billion dollars in the year since
buying rights to television
National Football League ga-
mes. His Fox network
a 30 per cent jump in adver-
Lising rates, largely due Lo the
lour-year NFL deal.

"Put all that together and I
think the NFL was a (remen-
dous value.” Murdoch said be-
lore watching the Dallas-San
Francisco NFL semi-final here.
‘What's the value of heing a
greal network? That's what we
are now.”

Murdoch said he expects to
announce plan for a new divi-
sion at this US network. which
also begins a five-year contract
of National Hockey League
telecasts later this year now
that a league labour dispute is
OVer.

The cosl for hockey was
155 million dellars, or 31 mil-
lion dollars a year.

Murdoch's one disappoint-
ment with sports program-
ming was the f[ailure of the
proposed World Golf Circuit
backed by Greg Norman. Mur-
doch put up 25 million dollars
for television rights and tour
support but the PGA shot down
the idea.

"Greg Norman is a friend of
ours.  Murdoch said. "We lis-
tened to a proposal for world
golf. t was not our initiative
and 1 think they went off a lit-
tle halfl cocked. It may happen
yet, but with the help of the
PGA. It will take some time."

Sports page in
‘Wall Street
Journal Europe

BRUSSELS, Jan 17: The fi-
nancial newspaper, the Wall
Street Journal Europe, laun-
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