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Kuwait considers

after Operavon desert Storm.
Irag 1s still 2 (hreai 10 Kuwait
and relations will not -be re-
sumed while Saddam Hussein
s 1) poeer
rninon af
SoverEignty
Prirur says reporis AP *

State of Kuwait does not end

anvthing The ruling regime m
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ImernaCiviid Heridd Tribune «1HT) Asia editor Michael
Richardson arrives at the High Court on Monday.
Rechardson “is among the four parties charged with

scandalising the Singapore judiciary. — AFP photo

5 ki“ed inmﬂ General 1-.m|—illﬁhmI

guovermmenl lorces
Dostum in northern Afghanistan for the third-day running on
Monday and official Kabul Radio said five of Dostum's fighters
had been killed. Reuter reports from Islamabad.

The radio. monitored in Islamabad. said 12 of Dostum's
men were wounded in the fighting with forces backing
Presiddent Burhanuddin Rabbani in the Shulgar: district of
Balkh province

Belarus dentinChim

President Alexander Ldk.-shrnin arrived here Tuesday ‘u' a
three-day state visit at the invitation of his C_hluuc
counterpart. Jiang Zemin. the official Xinhua news agency
announeced, AFP reports from Beijing.

The report said Lukashenko would meet with Chinese
officials to discuss bilffteral relations and infernational and
regional issues of mutual interests.

. » :
Zhirinovsky to run for Fresklmcy s
Russia's eccentric ultra-nationalist leader Viadimir

Zhirinovsky has announced he will run for president in the
1996 elections. ITAR-Tass news agency said yesterday,
Reuter reports fromm Moscow. |

. Zhirinovsky. whose Liberal Democratic Party became the
largest single faction in the lower house in 1993 elections,
also told reporters in the semiautonomous Komi that
he was ready to support early presidential and parliamentary

polls

90 leaders to attend UN summit:

More than 90 world leaders have confirmed they will attend
Ah# UN world social summit in Copénhagen in March, UN
Secretary General Bdutros Boutres Ghali said on Meonday,
Reuter reports from Copenhagen.

“The world summit is In my opinion already a success as
we have received notification from 93 heads of state or
government Amd we expect many more within the next few
weeks  he told the Danish news agency Ritzau

-

Russian arm oﬂ'icer killed :
Hussian army officer was by & shot th the Iﬂ d’
the neck In a suburb of Dunhnnhr capital of Tajikistan, the
chjel of stafl for Russian border troops in Tagikistan said.
quoted by ITAR Tass, AFP reports from Moscow,

Lirntenant Colonel Viadimir Borisov, 37. was found dead
on Suonday night General Viadimir Novikoy sald  Borisov was
the deputy head of the training programme for young officers

in the army corpa that 18 guarding the Tajik Afghan border

Avalanche claims 16 in Iceland :

Sixteen people. more than hall of them children. were
feared 10 have died in their beds on Monday when an
avalanche smashed into a remote leclandic fishing village.
Reuler reporis from ReyRjavik

Five bodies were recovered soon after thousands of tonnes
of snow and ke slanuned into |13 houses in the northwestern
village of Sudavik. Eleven others. pine of them children, were
believed 10 be still buried in the snow and rubble on Menday
evering — 12 hours afler the avalanche Rescue workers said
Lhetr «hames ol survival were remote

Top Chinese official executed :.
m in the southwest province of Guizhou has been
muﬂdhmmmmm:uﬂﬂm
official media said demonsirates China's commitment Lo
fighting rampant corruption, AP reports from Betjing.

Yan Jianhong 61 was execuley on after the
Supreme People's Court rejected her appeal. official
newspapers and leievision news reported on Tuesday.

AlAzhuirMontw

Restoration work bhegan Monday on the | Al-Azhar
mosgue in Lhe cenire of Cairo. its Grand Sheilkch Gad Al-Hagq
Ali Gad Al-Hag sasd AFP reports from Caire.

The work. cosung 18 million doliars. will be for
largely Byt Al Adhar. thwmmumy,-
reconstruction Minisiry spokesman said The project is ex-
pecied 1o Llast lour yvears.

lzmexeMedinChin-:

in a souilheas! Chinese city on

sehtences. the China News Service said.

Iraqg still
a threat

KUWAIT Jan 17 Four years

CAIRO Jan 17: Egyplian
Preswden!t Hosmi Mubarak has
for the fust time in a long
while siwceeded in rallying
pelitical opponents behind
himr in 4 campaign against
Israel s refusal 1o sign Lhe
Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT]. reports AFP.

All the oppositon parties
whether rightwing. leftwing or
pro-isiamic have paid tribute
10 the Egyptian president for
his stance over the issue
putting aside their usual fibes
and criticisms

‘He knows that the main

Egyptian opposition parties

suppor! his peosition on na-
tienal issues Inclading the

ehmination of the lsraeh nu-
clear strength the mouth
piece of the Labour Party. Al
Shaab wrote despite criticts

despiie ms recog-
the emirate s
Kuwatt s (rown

Irag s recognition of the

Sheik Saad al

whullah al Sabtah who is siso

ey the Al Watan daily

rag invaded Kowait Aug 2
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BIIE R 1Y) Rao plans to oust Arjun for
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revolt against leadership

NEW DELHI. Jan 17: A
leadership feud in. India's rul-
lng Conggess (I) party is near-
ing a fNashpoint after Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao's
public warning (o his arch ri-
val. party sources said today,
reports AFP.

Rao., the 73-year-old
Coungress President, ts plan-
wing 1o, oust former minister
Arjun Singh from the 109-
year-old party for leading a
near-revolt against his leader-
ship. a newspaper reported.

"The expulsion of Arjun
Singh.... appears to be Immi-
went,” the usually well in-
lormed Hindustan Times said
1« front-page report.

Congress leaders declined
lo comment on any possible

moves by Rao. bul Lhe times
. Iid

Congress Working Committee
was likely to meet here in the
next three or four days ‘a’d
take a decision in this regard.”

Congress spokesman Vithal
Gadgll conlirmed a meeting of
the CWC, of which Arjun Singh
is A member, was due, bul gave
no further details.

Other Congress sources,
however, said the crisis in the
ruling party was coming to a
head, and that Rao would move
against Arjun Singh ahead of
crucial legislative elections in
six Indian states in February
and March.

"Arjun Singh's strategy is Lo
waill for a poor Congress per-
formance in the polls so that
he can launch his final assaull
against the PM.” one source

lh: decision- maklng . said. "The PM would like to

Bena.zu' to visit
US in April

ISLAMABAD. Jan 17: Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto will
visit the United States this
April in a bid Lo attract in-
vestors (o her Asian nation. a
newspaper reported Tuesday,
says AP.

Benazir Bhutto is expected
tlo hold talks with US.
President Bill Clinton and also
in likely to meet with potential
investors in New York and Los
Angeles. sgid The News. an
English-Language daily.

The Pakistani premier is
expectied to arrive on or about
April 10 and will spend a week
in the United Sitates, the
newspaper added.

A high-ranking oflicial at
Pakistan's Foreign Ministry
said he could neither confirm
nor deny the report. He said
an offitial announcement was
expected later in the week.

Benazir Bhutto, who was
educated at Harvard. says that
repairing strained relations

with the United States is cen-.

tral to her luu-lgn policy.
Directive not
in retaliation,

says India

NEW DELHI. Jan 17: India
on Monday insisted that its re-
quest to withdraw 15 officials
from the Pakistani mission in
New Delhi merely aimed at
balancing numbers between
the two rountries. and was not
retallation for the closure of
the Indian consulate in Kara-
chi. reports AFP.

A Foreign Ministry spokes
man said on Friday's directive
ordering 15-non diplomats out
of India. was to restore parity
in the number of stafl posted
in both country's missions in
Islanmbad and New Delhi

‘We would have expecied
Pakistan o lake this step lon
fis ownl. Bul that was not hap
pening.” he said. adding that
India hoped that the two coun
tries would abide by “mudually
agreed rules

Christopher,
Kozyrev to
hold talks
today

GENEVA, Jan |7 US Secre
tary of State Warren Chn
stopher armved here loday lor
lalks with Russian Foreign
Minister Andrei Kosyrev Lhat

* expecied to locus ofi In-
ternational security and the

war in Chechnya reports AFP

Chnstopher was (0 meet
with Kogyrev at a private din-
ner later Tuesday and at a
series of oificial Lalks on
Wednesday

They war in Chechnya.
which Christopher said could

threaien Russian democracy. Is
certain o come up. although
wmmmm

ueaty. which neither Russia
nor the United States have rat-
ified. cooperation in solving
the war in the former
Yugosliavia, the Middie East

pﬂﬂm and plans to

pre-empt that.”
The developments followed

Rao's first public warning
Monday to his critics in the
ruling party who he said had
crossed the limits of tolerance
and needed to be dllﬂplln:d. .

"Leave H 1o me.” Rao told
members of the Congress
youth chapter. "It is my re-
sponsibility to maintain. disci-
pline in the party and | will
fulfil my nrlu|3,|r as the party
president.”

Rao, under attack within
the Congress following its
¢lection rout in two key states
last month, said he had not re-
sponded (o the increasing vo-
cal attacks on him so far be-
cause he believed in democ-
racy. |
‘But the limit (of tolerance)
has been breached.” Rao thun-

dered in a rate display of pub-
lic annoyance with Arjun
Singh. his key rival in the
Congress who quit the cabinet
on December 24.

“The current (dissident)
activity in the top level of the
organisation will be effectively

curbed.” he added. “Indisci-
pline vﬂll not be tolerated »
anymore.”

Congress sources said Arjun
Singh's supportérs were also
prepariog for a showdown In
the event of his expulsion frbm
the party.

“There is a lot of a activity
going on.” one dissident said.
“Let us see what Rao can do.”
Arjun Singh declined to com-
ment on Rao's warning, saying:
"he (Rao) has every right to

Tauul Tiger guenllus are pictured on Monday
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Wshington challenges China's

. sovereignty : Zemin

BEWMING. Jan 17: Chinese
President Jiang Zemin launc
hed a scathing attack vesterday
on Lthe United States. accusing
Washington of challenging
China's sovereignty and blatan-
Hy violating bilateral acvorde

During a meeting here with
former US Secretary of State
Heriry Kissinger. Jiang said the
United States. had been re
sponsible for the stiormy na

ture of Sino-US tes in the past -

few vears. with “one wave ris
ing 1o succeed Lhe olther and
tronsbles constantly appearing.”

In an vnusual outburset by
such a senior leader, the
president said (he hundamental
reason for (he repeated dis
prses between the twe coun
tries was Washingion's viola
ton of the three Sino-US joint
Cotmmuniuees governing bilat
eral thes.

‘Some Americans have al
ways ried (o tamper with

mattlers related to China's
sovercignly. most notably on
the issues of Taiwan and
Tibet.” Jiang was quoled as
saying by the Xinhua news
AENCY

China smas meensad by the
¥s announcement in
September that it was review-
ing — for the first time in I5
years — its policy of informal
contacts with Taiwan. which
Bedjing has viewed as a rene-
gade province since nationalist
forces fled 1o Lhe island In
1949 alter losing a civil war to
the commmumnisis

The US move rrﬂrﬂtd the
growing economic importance
of Tatwan. and Washington has
sireased that it remains fully
commitied to its “one China
policy” — recogniding Beijing
as the sole legitimatd govern-
ment of all China, including
Tarwan.

Although he did not directly
sccuse the United Stgtes of

S Arabia blames Yemen for crisis

Syrian-brokered accord
being implemented

DUBAL Jan IT Sawdi Arabia
Ilaped Yemen 0 Monday for
the lates! crisin on theiwr jolnt
border bl said that a Syran
brokered accord o0 defuse
tension had been imple-
mented. reports Reuter .

A statement issued by Lhe

Saudi cabinet mecting
sald that while the leaders of
Yemen and Saudi Arabla were
in confact last week 1o resolve
a long-standing border dis-
pulr. Sanaa had violaled the
kingdom's lerriory.

“The kingdom was sur
prised at dawn gn Tuesday
wilh Yemeni viclaluons on the
land of Saudi Arabia.” said the

whie h
the kingdom demanded (he

Yemeni Lrothers return im
mediaiely ‘o their positions
Lrlore the latesi Yemeni viola-
. i added

This werk s cabinet session
was chaired by Second Deputy
Prisse Minister amndd Minister of
Defence Prince Sultan a
younger lwother 10 King Fahd
who is also pruune minister.

On Sunday Riyadh and
Sanma agieed o defuse Llension
along thetr border. including
withdrawing troops rushed lo
the area. lollowing mediation
eflorts by Svyria

A Sawti Yemen! siatement
sau! n 1w spirit of Mushm
and Arab brotheriiness. it has

the borders by returning the
situation o ils earlier position
and not using Jorce.”

trying to split China, Jiang told
Iuﬂngﬂ' that in relation to
China s sovereignty and the re-
unification of the motherland
“the stand of the Chinese gov-
ermment and Chinese peoplg is
unswerving and will not faiter *

Jiang alst wrged Washington
to ook beyond the immediaie
benefits (o be gleaned from bi-
lateral les 1owards developing
1 long-terin relationship.

‘We should be [arsigh.ed
and view things from a com-
manding bheight to seek com-
mon inlerests so as to promote
bilateral relations in the new
world order ~

As well as spats over
sovereignty. Sino-US ties have
foundered on commercial is-
sues, including China's re-en-
iry to the World Trade
Organisation and a bitter dis-
pute over Intellectual Propeity
Rights (IPR) protection that is
Lthreatening to blow up into a
full scale trade war

Germany to
expand
[slamic edn

FMONN. Jan |7 Germany's
most populous regional siate
waid on Monday 1t would ex
pand Islanue religious Instruc
tion for Muslim pupils iIn state
s hools who want to learn
more abuut their faith, reports
Reuter

Taking mto account the
growing number of Muslim
chilidren m German schools,

north-Rhine Westphalia s
Education Ministry said it
worild gradually expand volun-
tarv Istamic education to chil-
dren aged 10 to 12,

Until now only childremr
aged six to nine were able to
learn more abowt |slam under
Germany s sysiemn that divides
children by faith for celigion

fovsi ranct e b s huood
(e in #sight to the stale's

75.000 Muslim children n
grades one through lour now
lakes part: in volumary reli-
s classes

Off the Record

Tip in dilemma =

A Egyptian man who bought @ small bottle of

DUBAL:

mineral water at Dubal Airport tipped the walter 5,200U8
dollar and spurned suggestions he take H back, reports

Rculrr
" Don't bother me ... its over . lhnv:nhtnfmer local

newspapers quoted him A havlng told the airport restaurant
manager who urged him to take the back.

money
The samge. man returned and paid three dollars for a coflee
belore boarding his flight from the United Arab Emirates to
Cairo.
Alrport security confirmed the dollars were genuine and
officials said they would try to trace the fhaan and return the
money before deciding whether to give it to restaurant staff.

-
For smokers trying to

LONDON: Smokers trying to kick the habit who have
tried everything from nicotine patches to herbal cigarettes
could try smoking black peppers, a British health m
suggested on Monday. reports Reuter. *

Healthy eating, referring to a study reported in the Drug
and Alcohol Dependence Joufnal, said lmuking black pepper
is the latest way to curb cigarette craving.

During the study., 48 smokers who had been deprived of
cigarettes overnight puffed on a device delivering either
mint/menthol vapour. essential oll of hlntk pepper vw or
no vapour at all for three hours.

“The black pepper smokers reported a :ignlﬂclnﬂr re-
duced cigarette craving compared with the two other
groups.” the magazine said.

‘ Frantic bid to
get into Guinngss

NEW DELHI° An Indian youth on Monday made his
attempt to secure a mention in the Guinness book of
records by chomping down two Rose bushes, the Press
of India said. reports AFP.

Parthasarthy took about an hour-and-a-hall to devour the *
two four-feet { 120 centimetre) plants — right from the roots
to the topmost flower — in the southern city of Colmbatore, it
said.

The voung man. known as the ~ snake emperor ™ afier
having lived. and survived. a ” sojourn™ with caged. poisonous
snakes a few years -ago. also plans to eat 625 chillies in yet
another record-setting attempt, the agency said.

Partasarthy's former unsuccessful tries at Guinness fame
include swallowing 36 raw eggs In ope go and pushing a
mustard seed backwards with his nose for a half kilometre (
about a quarter mile} streich. :

Royals would remain
‘untouched’ - -

LONDON: British Prime Minister John ~ dismissed
growing turbulence inside royal circles, ' involving
Prince Charles. as nothing more than a passing " squall.” re-
pur'l! AFP.

From time to time there are squalls Ir‘hith for a short
term, cause some difficulty,” Major told reporters at Downing
Street.

“ | think that is what they are — shot term squalls,” the
premier said. stressing what he saw as most Britons’ = affec-
tion. respect and admiration  for the monarchy.

He said he believed the royals would remain " untouched”
by the stormn whipped up over reporis of amoreus goings-on
between Charles and Camilla Parker

“1 believe the royal family is a central glul: in the m
tion of 1w U'nlied Kingdom = he went on
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Monday at a US base in Panama. Approximately 1,200 US
soldiers are expected in Papama to help with transfer of
5,000 Cuban refugees from Panama back to Guatanameo
B-:Cnhl — AFP photo

ing (he coniinued detention of
the parys Secretary General
Added Hussein

Mustafa Bakri. the Editor-
in-Chief of the Liberal Party's
Al-Ahrar newspaper who has
been in trouble with the state
prosecutor since October for
his articies. went even further

The attitude of President
Mubarak confirms that Egypt
which plays a pivotal rele in
the region will never accept
the fisrachl) humiliation which
the Arab nation has been a vic-
timm of * he wrote Friday

Even the banned Muslim
brotherhood which has seen
several members arrested in
the past few months backed
Mubarak s stance

“‘We are encouraged by this
decision and call on the presi
dent to go further in working

for the elimination of Israeli
arms ol mass destruction,’
Brotherhvod spokesman
Maagimnun Al Hodetby wold AFP

Mubarak announced Lhat
will refuse to re;sign the
Nuclear Non Proliferation
Treaty which is due for re
newal In April il Israel does
not join.

But israel. which has never
confirmed or denied western
estimates that it has around
100 nuclear warheads. has said
wigning the treaty will not lead
o stability in the region or an
efficient control of nuclear
programmes

US Defence Secretary
Willam Perry urged Israel to
back an extension of the wreaty
in talks with Prime Minister
Yilzhak Rabin on January 8 in
Tel Aviv. after first raising the

iwgan with Mubarak in Cairo
Whatever differences we

have with the ruling power we
which

salute this position
serves Lthe interests of the
country,” Hodetby added

A member ol the Nasserist
party politburo Hossam Eissa
also welcomed the stance as A
very good initiative and we
hope o see It continue ° The
party is vehemently opposed to
any Arab-ldraecll reconciliation

But Eissa also urged Egypt
o "arm itselfl with nuclear
weapons uniess Israel's nuciear
strength 1s eliminated -

Mubarak also won the back.
ing of the main rightwing op
position new Wald. but one of
fis leaders Yassin Serag Eddin
urged Egypt to match larael s
nuciear strength.

Israel has always stuck (o an

official line since | 965 that i
wirsld nol be the first country
1o introduce nuclear weapons

o the ﬂm“l

Another report from
Jerusalemm adds President
Ezer Weizman of lsrarel tele
phoned his Egyptian counter
part Hosid Mubarak on Monday
night in a bid 1o ease temsions
over the Nuclear Non
Proliferation Treaty officials
sakd today

The conversation was de
signed 10 ecane lensions.” a
spokesman for Welzman said
amid reports in the I[srael
press that Mubarak will now
meel Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin sonn

The spokesman said
Weizman who visited Calro in
December. had pointed out

' Rivals back Mubm s stance on Israel's refusal to sign NPT

Martin Luther -
honoured

that extremistis on both sides
were (rying to block the peace
process

“The time has come to re
store normal. good working
relations .~ he quoted, Weizman

Pr: <udent Bill

other Amerie ans |
Martin Luther King

amid _a dispute between the
king lamily and autherilies

M)

As aaying. overehow lumlhm
in Cairo. the official Mena | US civil rights leader’'s legacy.
news said bilateral re reports AFP

lationa and developments in

the peace process had domi- | was lor everyene of you to have
nated the telephone discus- | the right lo do good and be
whon good and & the most of

your life. said in an

Deputy Foreign Minister
Yosai Beilin goes to Egypt on
Sunday to defuse the growing
dispute over laraels refusal to
sign the non Proliferation
Treatly

Beilin sald he would be
secking “proper clarification ’
Talk of a war was “very [ar
from any reality " he added

ceremony for king held here
lndon  link \he Inﬁ
rirrnn" -|::er :} king. w
wouilkd have been 66 years obd
Mooday to his own

Americans and bring
Amnerican dream within

reach

it

NDENVER Colwado. Jan | 7
Clinton and

What he lived and died for

address al a rnlmllm

efforts to
impreve Lhe lives of average



