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NEWS BRIEFS

PM, Hasina
shocked

Prime

Minister
Khaleda Zia
pressed deep shock al
death of more than a

people I1n a
carthquake in Japan In a con
dolence message o Japaneese

Begum
yeslerday €x
the
| OO0
devasiating

Prime Minister Tamiichi
Murayama she expressed deep
sorrow al Lhe celossal lgss of
lile and properiy in the em

ble earthguake and conveyed
her deepest sympathies 10 the
bereaved {amilies In a samilar
message Awaml League chaef
Sheikh Hasina also conveyed
her deepes! condolences at
the disasier report agencies

Inquiry at Hili
station Jan 19

Government Inspecior of
Radlwavs Rezaul Kanm Khan
will conduct spot inquiry at
Hili station on January 19 and
Parbatipur January 20-2] into
last Fridavs train disaster.
Passengers of the ill-fated
trains or withesses 0 the ac
cident have been reguestied o
contact the Inspector by 10
am on the dates o testify for
determining Lhe responsibili-
ties fof the accident. reports

2 held for keeping
drugs, gun
Two people were arresied
from a city school yesterday on
charge of keeping contraband
drugs and a gun n their pos-

nightguard of H M Ershad
Primary School at Khilgaon at-
11:30 am and recovered 51
bottles of pherisidyl and a sin-
Pe-bafrel pun Abdul Kadir
30. and nightguard Swapan.
24 were arresied on  charge
tf keeping 1he nwhan drugs
and the Pakistani made gon
Thiee cases were filed with
Sabujhagh thana reports UNB.

I

Massi ive

ded central Japan today,

killing at least 1681 people
| and injuring 6334 as

buildings, roads and rail
lines collapsed and raging
fires were ignited, reports

%ﬁe said 1017 people
were missing after the
guake, the biggest to hit
central Japan in nearly
half a century, wreaked
its worst destruction in
the port city of Kobe and
caused damage and other
deaths in the major busi-

ness centre of Osaka.
Cars were left

from overhead
railway lines dangled in
mid-air and dazed resi-
dents clad only in pyjamas
picked through piles of

rubbile and
A stretch of overhead

mmﬁppedm
to its side,

tnthegnmnd.mdh‘tim
were catapulted off their
tracks by the force of the
tremor, which measured
7.2- on the open-ended

Richter scale.

Kobe residents formed
bucket brigades to try to
control fires in the city's
downtown area which
were still burning 13

hours after the tremor.
See Page 12 Col 7
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quake kﬂls 1681 1 in Jp
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Japan So far 2700 people have been reported dead or missing in the country s worst quiake in 50 vears

Party source of
strength of
a democratic
govt: Khaleda

DINAIJIPUR, Jan |17 Prime
Mimister Bediun Kpraleda Zia,
selt o laumh a ruling party
organisalional drive. asked her
partymen to further streng:
then BNFP lor ensuring welfare
of the people reports [INB

Addressing the party ac
tivists at Dinajpur Circuit Ho
use fonight. the BNP chair
peraon  reminded that the
source of sirength of a demo-
cratic government (s ils party

BNP haa its relation with
the people and the soll and is
always working [or the preo-
ple. she said asking the BNP
activista (o build themhselves as
ideal workers of the party

Further strengthening the
jrearty will ensure more wellare

kor the countrymen ~ she po
Hitesl oud
The Prime Mindster sald

Ser Page’'12 Col 8
Armed attack on
shopkeepers at
Gopalganj: 50 hurt
From Our Correspondent

GOPALGAN.] . Jan |T: AL lea
sl 50 people were injured
when a group of youths laun
ched an armed atitack on the
shopkeepers of Galepara et
ket in the wown woday

Of the injured. 20 were
admitled Lo Adhunik
Hespital while seriously in-
jured Habibur Rahunan, Kamal,
Alam Amur Sheikh Swapan
and Ansar were admitied w

A group of armed youths en
iered the market from nearby
area and opened fire indis-
cruminately in the mormung fol
wwing an .earfier altercation
between a shopkeeper and a
buyer over the price of pulse.

Police rushed to the spet
and brought the situation un-
der control in the afterncen.
They also arrested a youwth
from madrasha area along with
i machete and one round of

Country well-po:sed for rapid growth: BOI chzef

The uming of the Bangla-
desh Invesument Conference is
just nght as the couniry is
well- for raphd growth
and the flow of investraert has
alse shown a remarkable up-
ward trend m recemt months.
said M Mokammel Hague.
Executive Chairman of the
Board of Investment (BOIT).

“The investmenl confer
ence is very important for
Bangladesh and | think we are
gomng o reap tremgndous ben-
efit from ." Hagque told The
Daily Star in an inmterview yes-
terday “We have already been
able 1o generate a lot of inter

in the conference and the

e

COMILLA. Jan 17 Al least

| 30 persons were igguter

m'&mﬁ‘

some 00O others
Homelrss when a devastating
fire broke out in the Afizabad
Colony in the town early today.

Sources said. some R2
kutcha and semi-pucca houses
of 98 [amilles were gutted in
the fire which bhroke out at
around 3 am According to
unofficial estimaite, the extent
of damage could be several
lakh taka

Fire Service personnel
brotught the blase under con
trol at 645 am. Police reached
the spot around 5% am, hy
which time most pf the recov
erable goods and valuables had
been looted by local (hugs.

A number of caltle and
gnats were burpt (o death The
inmates could hardly shif
their belongings as the fire

Shab-e-Barat

observed

By Staff Correspondent

Shab-¢ Barat. the night of
lowrtune of the Muslims was ob
served i Lhe country Monday
nighi amidst night-long pray-
ers recitations from the Holy
Quian. milad mahfl etktr and
other religgous rituals seeking
divine blessings of tLhe
Abenuaghity _

Milhons ol devotees offered
prayers in mosgues and homes
for peace. progress and pros
prnﬂf o wmn as well as

fHunuJ'L
iy vulﬂ he graveyards
of the city and Dﬂtrﬂ:l fateha
for the salvation of the de
parted souls of their near and
dear ones.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas. Prime Minister Khaje-
da Zia and Awami League
president Sheikh Hasina in
separate messages sought di-
vinie biessings for the contin-
wed wellare of mankind.

A 45-day leng book fair be-
gan in the city to mark the oc-

response from the participants
has exceeded the initial expes
tations

The prevailing macrd-eco
nomic stability in the country
has created a very favourable
investment climate in the
country and the BO! has regis
tered some 1025 Investment
proposals warth over | 8 bil
llon US dollars during the last
e months alane he pointed
out. Thus, the conference is
being held at the right time
when there is already a re
markable surge in investment
in the country

The BOI he said has regls
feredd 2 301 imvestment

o December of Last year

' 82 houses gutted in
Comilla: 50 injured

From Our Correspondent

quickly engulfed the entire

@
'Rt."litm'ﬁnh"ﬂi wei-ﬁmu%;
the fire oviginated from a can
die. bad sources in the district
administration said an electric
short circuit was Lhe cause.
The Fire Service, however. is
vt 10 find port the actual cause

Somwe neighbours. however
did not rule ol arson

The Deputy Commissioner
ol Compilla rushed to the area
and gave Tk 300 owe lung
and e sarere 1o fach affected
family

The Mahila Seation Club and
bow al Awami League eader A K
M Bahauddin donated TX
10,000 each for the victims
while the Bangladesh Privale
Medica! Practitioners Associa-
o the Lims ( Jub Red Cre-
aEit Socicly and (he Bang

Ser Page 12 Col 4

Mushim devotees at the Banul Mukarram National Mosque scek divine hha-mgn tlunnﬂ

Blow to Japan's
confidence in
quake-resistant
architecture

MTIKYOD. Jan 17 One casu-

alty g Daryigps gl carthy .

quake was Japan s confidence
it its abilit y to basild structutes
able to stand through such
violent recking. reports AP

Many specialists here pre-
dicted that newer buildings
and str uctures, subject to tou-
gh quake proofing standards
and built with advanced
techniigques, would not sufier
the kind of damage seen in
recent US quakes

But the western port city of
Kobe turned out to be just as
Vuinerable as Los Angeles or
San Francisco Several mod
ern hmhungu wWere among
thosr knocked down. and
several sections of major
highways collapeed

| was one of the ones who
sail Japanese architecture is
See Page 12 Col ®

mcked central

— AFP photo

Hichter scale.

The fate ol tbhe Sunall En

e gises e eloproent. Prejos

ISEDP}] has become uncertain
since the donor agency con-
cerned s reluctant to provide
further fund becanse of poor
performance of the pilot phase
of the project. Planning Minis-
try sources said

The Implementation. Moni-
toring and Evaluation Division
IIMEDY suspended the ope
ration of the Tk 1575 crore
SEDF in July last vear and for-
med an mter ministerial com
mittee o evaluate the progreas
of the project

Fhe committee, 1 a report
submitted in November rec-
omme ded continuation of the
project activities 1o December
last . But there has been no
other development in the re
@ard il now

A project ollicial told this

3 -’rﬂﬁj"'-rl

correspondent that they were

begin the main phase of the
project.” The project activities
however. are now going on
unofficially which will be ad
jussed later on ~ he said re-
questing anonymuty.

But ap official of the Plan-
ning Commission. who was a
member of the evaluation co
mmittee, said there is litle
possibility of getting further
fund since the donors are not
satisfied at the progress of the
project during last lour years

The pilot phase ol the SEDP
began in August. 1990, follow
ing an agreement between the
Bangladesh government and
Norwegian denor agency
NORAD with the objective of
creating emplovinent opportu-
iiies for the poor arndd helping

Sere Page 12 Col 6
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yesterday s Fazr prayers after having prayed mght-long on the occasion of Shab-«-Barat

— Star photo

By Staff Correspondent
posals worth some 2 2 bilhon  subsidiary of the leading Lon
tollars since March 1991 and don based fNnancial journal

This in-
cludes 2 045 local investmenis
amounting 1o | 13 bikion del
lars and 253 [oreign Invesi
merd worth another | 1 billbon
dollars

The 2 day Bangladesh In
vesiment (onference The
Emerging Tiger fthe [lrst
couwntry:sper itic conference to
highhght the available invest
ment opportunities, is being
jointly organised by BO!l and
the Euromoney Conferences
and is scheduled to begin in
the capital on January 24

Euromoney Conferences is a

called Eurom and It orga-
nises high-profile investment
setninars around the world, at-
iracting sevious potential for-
rign investors and fund man-
aders. Euromoney is one of the
most influential financial jour-
nals and Iis highly regarded by
the business community of (he
developed countries.

The Bangladesh Investment
Conference is a follow up of
the Subcontinent Investment
Forum held last July mn
London. where the Bangladesh
team. led by the BOI Executive
Chairman. put up a successful

presemiation of the investment

Oprportunities in the country

As of yesierday, Haque In
formed. 153 foreign partics.
panis have conflrmed their
partjcipation at the confer
ence. "1 think the number of
foreign participants at the
conference will mach around
200, exceeding the initial en
timate of Euromoney of about
100.°

Another 400 local partict
pants are expected (o attend
the 2-day conference at the
Hotel ;

The conference he sald,
would play a catalvtic role In
Attracti 5 1 direct nnd

=

I Fireworks in city
despite ban

By Staff Correspondent

Despite warnings of arrest
and punishment by the author
ities, firework frolic on the oc-
caston of the holy Shah-e-Barat
continued across the capital
Monday night with children
and youths setting off crackers
and going for other forms of
hn

Offering of prayers by devo-
tees on ‘the night of fortune’
was seriously hampered due to
innumerablg cracker blasts
and other fireworks in all areas
of the city ’

The fanfare resulted In In-
juries to many. particularly
children. and scores had to be |
ireated in different city hospi-
lals and climics.

Besides. incidents of fire
took place in at least 2| places
in the city on the night. ac-
rording to an estimate

in Arambagh. children ig
nited crackers placing it on a

/ Sce Mage 12 Col 2

indirect investment into the
country by highlighting the
available Investmeniy opportu
nithes among a large number of
potential investbrs and would
also provide an opporturity for
foreign and local investors to
imeract with each other
A large contingert of in-
vesiors from India have also
confirmed their participation
al the conference They In
clude top executives [from
Taka Marutl Motors. the JK
Oroup. Triverd, Dabur, Alcher
Uoodearth. the Oodrel Group
amdd Larson and Turbo. 71 imag
ine a lot of interest would be
See Page 12 Col 3
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Gové}m sition
ng
formul:a to
end cr isis
Star Rep ort
Nedotiators ol b oth the rul-

ing party and the Opposition
were giving 'Iin:al touch' to a

lormula which is | ikely to end
the 10-month old political im-
passe in the covantry, some

sources concerne'd sald yes-
terday

"We will get thie final word
irom the Oppo<it jon tomorrow
morning (Wedne s« lay). You may
get something aler the Prime

Minister retvirns  from
Rajshahl.” one 1ru ling party ne-
cottator told The Daily Star.
Opposition  sources, how-
rver, expressed their igno-
rance about any development

for a1 negotiated: : settlement.,

The ruling jsarty source,
however, said t hat both the
sides were still bargaining Lo
gain maximum pwolitical points
from Lhe negolial dons

See Page 12! Col 7
Opposi tion's
barric ade

tomor row
By Staff Corr espondent

The three ma instream op-
position parties . ire scheduled
to put up barrii rades on the
roads and ralltra ks across the
country tomorr ow (o press
home their denijand for the
resignation of t he BNP gov-
ernment to pave the way for
general elections under a non-
party caretaker z dministration.

Meanwhile, t he opposition
parties were plar ming fresh ag-
itations to force: the govern-
ment concede to their de-

===| mandl, oppositior 1 sources said

Small entefprises dev
project in limbo

By Krishna P Roy

adding the new programmes
may include hari‘als for two or
three davs.

Wit aganast MPs’
resign ation:
Hearing; today
By Staff Cor respondent

The hearing > a writ peti-
tion challenging the Validity of
the mass resign ations by 147
Opposition MPs resumes today
Iwiore a divisior: bench of the
High Court.

One Advocate Towfiq Ho-
ssain filed the writ challenging
the mass resigna tions.

On the openiing day the pe-
titioner s <couns:el Moksudur
Rahman submitted that such
¢n masse resig nation is not
contemplated 1inder Article
67({2) of the Bar gladesh Cons-
titvrtom

The hench comprises
Justice M Mahin udur Rahman
andd Jusiice M Haimidul Huq.

Youth shot

dead in city

By Staff Correspondent

A youth was killed and an-
other Injured when gunmen
opened fire in thie city's Rayer
Bazaar area neair” a cinema hall
around 7:30 pm yesterday.

Moktar Hossiain, |8, was
struck by a bullet in the head
and dwed shortly afler he was
laken to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH). De-
talls were not available im-
mediately

The injured. Mahmood, was
achmitted to the [IMCH.

Witnesses saild that an
arimed gang. believed to be
outsiders, and a group of local
vouths clashed e about halfl an
hour They lired at least 10
shots and exploded over 20
crackers to overpower each
other.

Dhanmondi peolice said, the
outsitders carrving guns at-
tacked a group of young men
sitting near Lthe cinema hall
Police were investigating the
matter until Ang of this re-
peart around 1 1:30 last night.
Thew tathed 10 pive details

See Page 12 Col 8§
Hartal observed

Peasant leader

murdered in
Jhenidah

JHENIDAH. Jan 17 A ! alif.
day hartal from 6 am 'go 13
noon loday was observe d here
in the town peacefully protest -
ing the killing of a Krishak
Sangram Samity V.ader. re-
ports UUNB.

Krishak Sangram Samity
called the hart 4} in protest
againsl the mo yder of its dis
trict unit secretary Anwar
Hoasain Maf jer 42

Master. also @ teacher of
Sadhupo’ iram Hi;h School,
while { Jlking 10 people at
Fetulte 1o Bazar. three miles off
the Fown, was shet dead at

See Page 12 Col &



