DHAKA MOANDAY

IANLUARY

16, 1995

S ——————— ™ 1§ 1111 1] -
Development pro_]ects worth Tk 10cr
being implemented in Hobiganj, M'bazar

From Our Correspondent

MOULVIBAZAR. Jan
Dafferent departments of the
government are unplementing
qeight development piojects in
Moulvibazar and Hobigan) dis-
tricts. during curréent financial
year invalving Tk 10 crore and
1651 metric tons ol wheat
These projects are being im-
plemented in six thanas ol
Moulvibazar district and eight
thanas of the Hobiganj district.

According to the sources ol

concermed departiments. some
of the projects have been fi-
nanced Dby the Asian
Development Bank (ADB).
though most of the projects
have been financed fronl own
fund of the government.

The Facilities Department
of the Ministry of Education is
implementing (wp develop-
ment projects under “the
Secondary Educatian
Development Pregramme in
117 non-government high
schools of Moulvibazar and
Hobiganj districts with a total
expenditure of Tk nine crore
14 lakh 55 thousand 273.

According 1o Lhe source ol

SYLHET
ina

15¢

the

plemented for 53 non-gov-
ernment schools of Lhe
Hobiganj district with a total
cost of Tk 4 crore 14 lakh 28
thousand 457

The project included. con-
struction of one school build-
ing with 3 classrooms in each
of 117 schools of the two dis-
iricts. In the meantime. the
source added. construction
work of 25 school buildings in
Moulvibazar district and 22
school buildings in Hobiganj
district have already been

completed and,the rest are _

expected o be completed by

"March 1996.

The Zila Pnrlsh;‘id of

Moulvibazar has taken Up ten
different schemes with an es-
timated expenditure of Tk 85

lakh.

lacilities department at
Moulvibazar zonal office. one
project s being unplemented
for 64 non governiment high
s hool$ of Moulvibazar district
with an expenditure of Tk jive
crore 26 thousand 316 and
afbther project is being im-

According to Zia Partshad
suource, the schemes included

development work of three .

roads under the supervision of
the parishad with a total cost
of Tk 59 lakh The roads are —
Kulaura-Kushinagar road,
Moulvibazar- Deoraghhera road
and Tengrabazar-Panchagaon
road. Construction of the two
union partshad office butldings
will be done involving Tk 13
lakh. The union parishads are,
Bhatera UP under Kulaura
thana and Chadnighat UP un
der sadar thena, construction
of two passenger *sheds at
roadside with Tk 2 lakh. The
sheds are located at Jagaishi
ot Moulvibazar-Shamserdanj
road and at Shabonduar on
Moulvibazar-Sylhel road and
construction ef a resthouse
and a canteen at Madhabkunda
Water Fall Picnic Spot and
supply of furniture for the
resthouse. The estimated cost
of this schemes is Tk eleven
lakh.

On the other hand., the

'Relief and Rehabilitation

Department has taken up 82

schemes under thé Food for
Works . Programme In six
thanas of the district

The schemes Included-re-
consfruction of rmoad and em-
bankinents, exeavation work of
different canals and earth fill
ing work Iin different educa:
tional institution. Of the total
schemes, 13 in sadar thana, 10
in Rajnagar thana, 22 (n
Kulaura thana, 13 in Baralekha
thana, 11 in Sreemongal thana
and 13 in nj thana.

A totak of 1407 metric tons
of wheal has been sanctioned
to implemenit the schemes,

Besides this, the depart-
ment has also taken up an-

other 2 schemes for re-exca-'

vation of two canals. The canals
are Binnajuri Khal' under
Rajnagar thana and another
canal from “Diptarghat to
Gwpla river under sadar thana
A total of 243 metric tons of
wheat has bern sanctioned for

the scheme. After iImplementa-
tion of this scheme, dbout 5

thousand acres of crop land

will be protected from [léod
water.

recently at Bairagirbazar of sadar thana.

JH*IM(‘IHHJ&GAH UNIVER-
SITY. Jan 15: The lone re-
sidential university of the
country. the Jahaagirnagar
Universily (JU) has almost no

" culmiral or recreational facili-

ties in the campus.
The students. teachers and

employees ol the university
* live a monuvionous and mech-

—

Profegsor Syed Huhlbuddm AhIHed VC ":hal'unlal Umversu}r of Science and Tethnnlngx -peakmg at the
function of the Health and Eye Camp arranged by the Sundham Sylhet and ‘iurmn Andha Kalvan Samity

anised life on’'the campus:
Alter the class hours. the
same routine is followed by
most gf them, sleeping. view-
ing TV. gossiping or roaming
around in the cai . On rare
occasions. they have the op-
portufiity to Enjoy & drama or
any other cultural programmes
at the amphitheatre of the uni-
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By Gobinda Bar

versity

There are some 15 cultural
organisations on the campus.
But. it seemns that they onlv ex-

, ist in black and white as they

have almost no cultural activi

ties on the campus Some of
the cultural organisations are
the Sangskitri Sangsad. the
Bibartan Sangsad. Jahangir

nagar Theatre. Kranti Nattyva.
Shaheed Titu Thealre
Nattyashilon and Baitalik Most
of these organisations are
drama (roupes Among these
troupes. the .Jahangirnagar
Theatre.  Sangskirit * ad
and the Baitalik have some
very rare activities. Previously
the Jahangirnagar Theatre had
an excellent role 10 extend the
cultural facilities to the reg
dents of the campus and (o
improve the cultural atmo-
sphere of the university. But, at
present Lthe organisation
sccrmis almost inactive as well

tional level.” he added

Most of the .JU students
leanve for Dhaka in the evening.
almost regularly. only to gossip
al the DU TSC. for shopping.
to enjov any cultural pro-
gramme or for any other type
of Yetrewtion’” That Ts why  the
university transport
faces huge budget shortage ev:
eTy veat as the students only

+ pay one taka to travel some 20

miles between Dhaka and the
campus. As a result. the uni-
versity authorities have to
spend some Taka 70 lakh ev
ery year to subsidies the trans-
port system. Al the same lime.
the sectors. such as dining. K

and Academic are being

heglected Besides these.
some 400 students out of
nearly 4000, attend 1heir

Classes everygay from Dhaka
due 10 the absence of recre
ational facilities and the low
guality food al the dining halls
As the consequence of these.
the residential  university is
loging its residential characier

The ieachers alse have very
limiled recreational facilities
ot the campus They have no
oiher means ol recreation alle
the class hour except reading
viewing TV or o participaies in
the indoor games A very lew
number of leathers have the
opportunity lo play Lennis as
there is a one court for them
in e university

Cultural activities are [acing
problems due (o the absence of
is no auditonum and TSC iIn
the university. The TSC build-
ing was completed some 14

years ago byt it is yet o be
opened for the students,

teachers_and the cultural or-
ganisations. On the other side.
a new auditorium is under
consiruction now and il is ex-
pected to be opened withun
Lhis year

The only one venue lor the

cultural activities s the am-

phitheatre. But it i€ not suffi-
cient for about 4000 students
and nearly 250 teachers. The
students and teachers. (ace
space constraint at the am-

phitheatre while enjoying a

programune. Besides these, ac-

Thana hez*ﬂth'
complex faces

numerous problems.

MAULAVIBAZAR, Jan 15:
The Rajnagar Thana Health
Complex has been besel with
manHold problems due to lack
of proper management, says
UNB.

The health complex has
been lacing shortage ol doc-
tors, surgical equipment. life
saving drugs, adequate supply
of water and other essentials
like X-ray machine and ambu-
lance lor a long Ume.

l.Local people complained
that due to lack of accommo-
dation patients with serious
symptoms are to wail in out-
door and many are to go clse-
where o save thelr life,

Patients from remote areas
throng the health complex for
hetter trealment bul due to
shortage of doctors and neces-
sary medicines are to go back
disappointed. Moreover, food
supplied In the hospital Is also
low quality and many serious
patients are to arrange food
from outside much to r.h:tr in-
conveniences.

Housewife
commits
suicide

JHENIDAH. Jan 15 A
housewife of Sharabaria village
in Hartnakundu thana allegedly

committed suicide by hanging
herself in her room on Friday,

reports UUNB.

The deceased was
filed as Mosammat
Khatun (22)
Hossain.

According to family sources,
Nazala was married with Billal
three vears hack and since
then she could not give birth
lo a child in spite of treatment
bv the doctors and quacks. She
was given an idea that she
would not be able to give birth
to a child, At this she was pass-
ing her days in great mental

ideriti-
Nazala
wife of Billal

Meanwhile Billal s decision

for second marriage has made
her upset and on the night of
Fridav allegedly committed

b suicide

system

JU virtually has no recreational facilities

tivities at the ‘Mutamancha or
the amphitheatre are often be-
ing disrupted by the sun. rain
and cold as |§ is at an open
place.

The infrastructural sitaation
of the university has not been

developed SMee TWENTY YEArs '

of its foundation. though it was
founded as a residential uni-
versity It is the time to de-
velop the infrastructural condi-
tions for recreations and
leisure activities on the cam-
pus.”. said Anwarul Haque
Milon. a second year student of
English and said that the au

thorities should take steps
immediately to improve ghe si-
tuation The .Jahangirnagar
Film Society can play a vital
role by organising film shows
everyday for a fixed time. The
Centre for Students Welfare
and Counsel and the JUCSLU
should have effective roles in

organising debate compet|
tonis  and cultural pro-

granunes. he added However,
an assistant professor of poli-
tics department, Dr Tareq
Shamaur Rehman said that it is
oy beyond imagination that a
unﬂrﬂﬂly would have no cul
tural or recreational factlity,
Those personsy, who held the
adminisiration of the univer.
sity singe ils beginning never
tried o feel the problem of
the students They did not do
thewr duty In this field said. Dr.
A Rehman. He suggested to
build auditorium. shopping
cenire,’ TSC. canteens and
snack bars on the campus to
improve Lthe existing situation
He also thinks that a Uny cin-
ema house can be made for the
leachers and the students.

However, sofne (cachers
and students old this corre-
L that the universily

hlvc the recreational

if we want 0 see it

viclence free. But, some other

Uallon, saying “~ the case of
the JU is not an one.”
it is s part of the andr if

F
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bumper cotton produetion is expected from the region

I'm= year cotton output from Rajshahi region is expected to be very good A
—Star photo

OccuEatlon of charland

BARISAL : For seteral years
farmers of differenit char areas
particularly of southern region
riverine districts are becoming
victims of Lhe jotdar backed
armed lathials.

Meanwhile., hundreds of

armed clashes took place in -

these districts. According to a
survey report, at least three
helpless farmers were killed
on the spot. more than three
hundred were Injured, [ive
were reportedly untraced and
more than seventy dwelling
houses were gutted in several
incidents In these districts
turing last one and a half
month. All these clashes oc-
curred between the jotdar
backed armed lathials and the
local farmers or villagers over
reaping ol paddy or capturing
new charlands in different ar-
eas ol five southern districts.

During last one and a half
month incidents of clashes oc-
curred in Jalirchar under
Mchendigan) thana of Barisal
district, Nandipara. Laukathi
and Mithgqgan| and Chakaria
villages of Paluakhall district,
Ilishar char-of Bhola district,.
Harinapala Junior char of
Perojpur districtrand Banshtala
village under Patharghata thana
of Barguna district.

Fire arms were also used in
some incidents during the
clashes, local sources said.

According to police. at least
iwenty-five persons were ar-
rested in cormection with the
clashes. :

In the first week of the new
vear at Jeast 35 persons were
injured. |5 of them seriously
who were admitted into hospi-
tals in critical conditions in
two incidents in Patuakhali
and Barguna districts. *

Police and local sources
sakl |5 persons were injured,

From Aroop Talukdar

persons were injured. eight of
theimn seriously, who were later
adimitted into Patharghata
thana Health Complex and one
of them into the Sher-e-Bangla
Medical College Hospital in
critical condition.

In a very recent incident at

Armed clashes between lathlm
farmers continue every year

avert clash, yet in reality that
helped little. In some vulnera-
ble spots police camps were
also set up to control any un-
toward incidents. police
sources said.

Still then jotdars and
lathtals are always looking for

BARISAL. A new char land hus appeared in Tetulia river

in Bhola district.’

the Chargaguria, located be-
tween Barisal-Bhola border
under Mehendigan] thana ol
Barisal district. Lathials from
Veduria of Bhola district last
Sunday swooped on the inno-
cent farmers of Char ria
around 1 pm and ransacked
some houses:

The lathials also had taken
away about fifty cows and some
other valuables setting some
houses on fire,

Bhola police reportedly re-
[used to lodge case against the

* lathials when the farmers of .

Char Gaguria went te Bhola po-
lice for filing a case.

This incident was really un-
expected as to settle dispute
the border between Barisal and
Bhola districts along Char

— Star photo

disputed land, new chars in
any riverbed where théy will
shed blood of innocent farm-
ers,

The greatest charland mas-
sacre occurred at Char
Zahiruddin, with an area of
nine thousand acres of land
along the Bhola-Laxmipur bor-
der on February 6, last year.

On that day, hundreds of
lathials equipped with .lethal
weapons and fire arms report-
edly backed by police [rom
Laxmipur swooped on at least
15 thousand Iinnocent and
helpless farmers af Char
Zahiruddin of Bhola.

During that atroecity of the

- armed lathials not less than

two thousand residents of
Bashir colony. Patwary colony
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BARISAL: The green land-scape of Char-Zahiruddin where hundreds of farmers pass days
n fear of any attack by the lathials.

seven of them seriously. follo-
wing an armed clash between
two , groups ol Khaleque
Howlader and Maqgbul Sharif.
over harvesting ol paddy at
Lebukhali village under Dumki
thana of Patuakhall district on
January 2 lasi

The second incident took
place on January 4 at Tangra
village of Charduani union un:
der Patharghata thana of
Barguna district over reaping
of paddy between two groups
of people — Khabir and Jalal
Kroups.

During the clash at least 20

Smuggled sugar flood markets, sugar
mills in North Bengal face problems

the crushing of 15
sugar mills & this region. The
inability of the mill owners 1o

The worst, allfecied mills
are Mahimganj. Shyampur,
Joupurhat, Tlhhur[mn

it is learmt thal locally pro-
duced sugar is facing hard
competition with sm
Indian sugar which s being

sold at a comparatively
cheaper price. Indigenous
sugar is now being at ™

Gaguria and Veduria was de-
marcated by setting up pillars
in March 1992 by the district
administrations of Barisal and
Bhola.

Armed clashes between jot-
dar supported lathials and
farmess in charlands particu-
larly near border areas of dif-
ferent districts in southern re-
glons of the country Is a
chronic problem — informed
sources sakd,

Though district administra-
tlons meanwhile pat pillars
along the border areas, partic
ularly in disputed pll{‘rl to

— Star photo

and Selim colony of Char
Zahiruddin were rendered
homeless. Some 60 people
were also killed. In that day-
long war numerous bombs
were exploded. indiscriminate
gunshots rocked the whole
area. Many of the residents lost
their hands. legs or eyes.
Amena Khatun. Nurjaham,
Sahed All. Sahjahan. Altaf.
Ruhul Amin of Char Zahiruddin
feel shaky remembering that

, . inhuman activities of the

lathtials. They don't know,

_ whﬂ: they will be attacked this

From Our Correspondent

of locally produced sugar is ly-
ing unsold with the godowns of
the respective mills.

Godagari and Charghat
thanas of Rajshahi district and
Arani. Nandangachhi and
Lalpur of Natore district have
been turned to be the regular
transit of smuggled geods par-
ticularly sugar | India.
Every might 20 to trucks

sugar from these berder
areas before the noae of the
law enforcing agencies. local
people alleged The sacks of
sugar are being carried to
other paris of the country by
train and other transports

Moreover. it is alleged thal
about 2000 power crushers
and 4500 hapd crushers are

Construction of~

baily bridge
going on

and Highways Department is
censtructing two hundred and
fortyfeet long bally bridge on
Sholakura Canal on Tlmﬂ
Hdhupurn'.-dll a cosl of Th

uuL pumlmmhkh

m'lilm-ld ﬂllr

tempbrary bridge Is hrlﬂ
constructed ., near the
Sholakura Bridge. It will
used for an interim period
the main bridge s budit,

4
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involved in producing ‘gur’
which at present crush about
15,000 metric tons of sugar-
canes violating the government
ban. Consequently sugar mills
are facing shortage of sugar-
rr?hr GM of Natore SGgar
Mills told UNB that they have
already fliled cases against the
owners of the power muh!rl
bt to no effect.

The growers o maintain

their bare necessities of daily
life are forced to sell sugar-
canes on cash payment atl.
throw away prices to the bro-
kers of money lenders wilich
are being used in making mo-
lasses ’
It the present situation con-
tinues it is obvious that the
cane growers will lose interest
in its cultivation. The cane
growers and mills owners have
urged The government to take
immediale $teps (o overcome
the present situation. .

The experis said goyern:
ment should take immediate
sieps to stop influx of smug-
gled Inclian sugar to regain the
vital role of sugar mills in the
country. They also called for
immediate action against the
ilegal power crushers to save
the sugar mills

Mentionable that at present
the domestic mills preduce
only 2.5 lakh metric tones of
sugar the annual de-
3.5 metric tons



