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the Jamaat-e-islami — is
scheduled 1o enforce a coun-
ry-widg read and ratlway bar-
ricade .in support of their de-
mand .

The AL leader said the fu-

ture agitation profframme is
likely include a two-day hartal

sounelime during the last week

ol January.
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was lroken.
Arizur Rahman Khan. whose
ather Shamsur Rahman. was
also a guard of the same

branch. used to live in AGM
Baki Billah's oftite rooin. and
usually he opencd Lhe door ev-
eny mworning when Razia came
lor work. But yesterday mor-
ing she found the door open
and was horrified to discover
Azizur Rahman lying dead on
the bathroom floor.

The bank staff came to their
office as usual yesterday only to
see that the security guard had
been killed.

Later. police recovered the
body and sent it to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
morgue for autopsy. The na-
maz-e-janaza of the victim was
held at the Sonali Bank's head
office. which is nearby. after
Asr prayers yesterday The
body was then sent o the vic-
tim's village home at Doulatpur
under Murgdnagar thana in
Comilla district.

Police guessed Azizur Rah-
man Khan was strangled to
death as he had tried to pre-
vent the gang from committing
a dacoity.

A case was [iled with
Motijheel police in this con-
nection.

When contacted last night.

. Quile

Meanwhile, « HHF soNrce
saidl Lhe leadership is re-
Viewing situation o decide
on_ a strategy to face the
Oppositon challenge

Symh-; Shaikh Razzak Al
atiended his office again yes

The Speaker was expecied
to give decision Wednesday
last on the en masse resigna;
tions of the Oppesition MPs.
bul he deferred it al the last
moment - saying he needed
more time because the malter
was very complex from the
constitutional. cenventipnal
and legal points of view’

Sources said the Speaker
spent admost the whole day
vesterday in his chamber scru-
timising the resignation letters
ol 147 MPs belonging to the

three main opposition parties
Chiefl Whip Khandaker
Delwar Hossain of the ruling
party was with the Speaker for
sometime while
Shahjahan Sira) MP. who joi
ned the ruling party recently.
also came to see the Speaker

police said they might transfer

the case 10 the Detective
Branch (DB) of Dhaka Metro
politan Police

When this correspondent
visited the bank branch yes
terday. AGM Baki Billah was
not there and other offigers
and employees of the branch
declined to say anything.

Talking to this correspon
dent at the bank's head office
yestierday evening. DGM
Anwarul Kadir said that the
viclim was a very sincere and
trustworthy emplayees of the
bank.

Some bank stall said that it
was almost impossible to break
open a bank vault with a
driling machine within a lew
hours. The vault at the branch
concerned was installed in
1965 and was a very strong
one. they added.

A sumtlar incident hap-
pened al the Sonali Bank s
Bangabandhu Avenue branch
where the biody ol the guard
was lound along with that ol a
prostitute inside Lthe bank
premises. On Lhat occaslon,
the robbers. who bribed the

"guard w enter the premises on

the pretext ¢f having some fun
with some call girls decamped
with several lakhs taka. pan ol
whuch was recovered later

Gulf compensatlon

Froun Page | Col B
62 000 allected persons who
were compelled 10 return
home due 1o the Gulf War.

The United Nations. the
handout said had constituted a
commission known as UN
Commission for Compensation
in view of the request of
Bangladesh as well as other
countries whose citizens were
affected and returned to their
homes after Irag occupied
Kuwail.

The Commission formulated
application [orms for compen-
sation of different categories
namely ABCDE and F forms.

The number of applications
submitted bv the affected
people as per guidelines were
62.352 in 'A’ form, 97 in B
form, 8765 in C form and
one in ‘D’ form.

All the forms were sent 'lﬂ
UN Commission in time
through the Bangladesh mis-
sion in the UNO.

The handout said the gov-
ernment was trying to realise
the money of compensation
thmugh different means. Di-

rect meetings were held
tween minister and high uf
ficials and the UN Commission
in diflerent Umes. The Bang-
ladesh Manpower Ministry in a
direct discussion last De-
cember has requested the UN
commission to accelerate the
process ol compensation.

The - handout said the
Commission had considered
68 applications of "B” category
(for dead and infured) and -in-
lormed that these 68 persons
would receive compensauon
worlth US dollars 287500 in all
subjeot 1o avallability of the
amount by the Commission.
The commission has consid-
ered 4551 applications of “A”
calegory primarily and process
dre on o linalise it

The handoul calegorically
pointed oul that the amount of

- compensation would only be

possible to pay after the with-
drawal of UN sanction on lraq
and depositon of certain amo
unt of money to be realised
[rom the sales of Iraqi petro
leum in the account of the
Commission.

COLOMBO. Jan 14: Govern-
ment negotiators apd Tamil
rehels who met in Srl Lanka's
northern region today said

there was a deadlock on futyire -

talks for a political setti®Bment

leading to an end to the rebels’

| 2-year-war, reports Reuter,
Officials from both sides

said the government wanted (o

start talks next month while
Lhe rebels wanted a land route
to the north to be opened and
an economic embargo in the
same region lifted before talks
commenced. . .
Government negotlators
lew to the rebel-controlled

town of Jaffna on Saturday for a

third round of talks wigh Tamil
rebels to review the truce and
sel dates Lo discuss g political
seltlement.

Journalists accompanying
the government team to Jaffna
were told by spokesmen fronr
both sides.that the two-week
truce would be allowed to con-
tinue after January 22 when it
was to come under review.

But the main agenda points
at Salurday's meeting with a
rebel team, led by Tamil Chel-

viiiu. head of the political sec-.

Lankan peace talks
- deadlocked

tion of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam. were the ope-
ning ul & land route to the
Jullna peninsula and the lifting
ol a partial ecomomic embargo
in the rebel-dominated north.
The rebels have been fight-
ing lor a homneland in the
north and east for minority
Namils since 1983. More than
30,000 people have died.

Trawler looted

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Jan 14: A gang ol
teny to fifteen armed dacoits
corpnitied a robbery on board
a lishing trawler in the
Barabaishdea river
Galachipa thana ef Patuakhall
district last night. ;

Acceording to police. the da-

coits swooped on the trawler
ad of night and beat
mercilessly.

i the rt
the fishermen

They decamped with [ish,
fishing nets, engine parts and
about 3 lakh Taka in cash.

* Four fishermen were in
jured. A case was filed with

(ialachipa thana in this cor-
necliion.
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Priine Munister Begum Khaleda Zia visited the pérsons injured in the train accident at Hil at

Faulty signalling system

PM orders
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came Lo inspect the w

Commuidcations Minister
Ol Ahmed, Education Minister
Jamiruddin Sircar. State Min-
ister for Land Kabir Hossaln
and local PMs accompanied
thie Prime Minister who also
wit nessed rescur operation

he Prime Minister. after
inspecting the ene of aoci
deint drove 0 the Hak g
Miana Health Complex where
12 wounded are being (reated
An anany as 1% bhodies where
kept at the compounud ol the
health comiplex, Begum Zla
prayed lor L vietims

Later she also visited thiree
other hospitals  Zat Mramgnat
rlllliduuu and Jovpurhal o b
by Lhe side of the wounded vie
thines ol Foiday s aco iden!  one
ol the worsi rallway disasiers
i recetil yoars

Fhwe Primme Mindster walked
about 1 the casualty wards ol
the hosptials and enguired the
condition ol the injured: She
also enguired about thenr
treatment and availlability ol
medicines

On her way back lrowm
Dinagpur. Begum Zia stopped
al Joypurhat W sec the condi
ion of those undergoing
treatment al the gengral Los
pital there

Stranded Pakistanis
may court arrest
By Staff Correspoondent

The stra PakisLlanis 1n
the city have decided o cournt
arrest on January 31 if no date
is announced by then for star
ing their repatriation

The decision was taken al a
meetyng of the Stranded Pa-
kistanis General Repatriation
Comiitiee (SPGRC| held wath
\ihaj M Nasim Khan in the
¢ halr recently. savs a press
[ elease

They also resolved to im-
plement the programme of
self-immolatton both inside
jails and camps of stranded
Pakistanis 10 coincide with the
progragime of courting arrest.

They requesied the gov-
crnment ol Bangladesh and
Fakistan to announce a date for
resuming their repatriation so
that they-are not compelled 1o
2o tor self immolation

British foreign
secretary likely
to stay on

' LONDON. Jan 14 Forewn
Secretary Douglas ~Hurd is
poised to make clear he s
likely to stay on at his post be
vond this sununer The Tunes
sald today, despile carlier re
ports he was rcager lr step
down, reports AFP,

Hurd has written an acticle
lobe distributed 1o his con
stiluency party workers In

which he is expecied to say .

that he has enough work 1w
keep him busy “for the fore-
secable future.” said the paper

In his article he s expected
1o tell his constituency that he
wanls o carry through tasks ol
handling Britain's Involvement
in moves almed at ending the
Bosnia crisis. preparing lor
next years inter govermnmerital
conference on the future of the

European Unlon and managing

Britain's responsibility for
Hong Kong in the run-up o
the handover to China in 1997.
~ None of these responsibili-
Lies seemns, likely to be com-
pleted within six months and
the likelihood is growing that
he will stay on until the end ol
this parliament, sald the pa-
per. >
A decision by Hurd, who
will be 65 in March, to stay on
would doubtless come as a big
relief to Conservative Prime
Minister John Major, who Is
anxious not w lose his most
senior and experienced cabi-
net colleague.

Voters' ID cards
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their second Llest case.,

The main theme of the
model poll is to ensure acflive
participation of the people in
general in the election process
lo prevent any atlempt to rig
polls and manipulate renullﬁ
he said.

The number of volers in
Tong) Pourashaba'has declined

} in the voters' list o

by as many as 35, from that
1992,
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and setling the lines seemed
to Pave made the mistake of
signaling without setting the
lines for the express train first.

Al approximately 30-40
miles an hour. the
train rammed into the
irain. cawusing (he disaster
which until last night had
clatrmed at least 25 tives, .

For the movement of trains.
Bangladesh Rallway has two
Iyprs of sysiems at
Ha Stations One s the non-in-
terkon king system and the
uiher a relay interiocking sys-
temi The non-interfocking
svstem of NIS is mainly oper-

ated mhanually The rl'hr "we
LI ssoaim il ;M’ u..l.'. a Ir-
vears o al o ymbcher o rped

uticker foreign credil
[Ladway rules say whenever

A traln approaches the station
the station master must frst
apsuie that the necessary

poinis have been set o ac
cotunodate the vwhicles

As soont as 1 s done the
workuian sends a signal w Lhe
two signal posts situaled on
the outer and nner parts of
the station — technically
known as the Outer Signal and
the Home Sgnal

When NIS is 1in operation.
the whole process is carned
ws i ﬂh.l.!:ll.l-tlﬂ)'

At the Hili staton. the sys-
lem s A comparatively modern

— PID phote

version of the Ratlway traffic
coniroel which is Relay
interfocking Systerh. standard
T. Railway sources said.

N is like the human
commented a senior BR
control official.” when a fly sits
on your hand. your body's elec-
tronic signal system sends a
message (o your brain. which
tells the other hand to act.”

“The Relay Inlﬂlothlnl
System is almost similar,” ﬂu-
official said.

The moment a (ralg ap-
proaches, the Relay Inter-
locrking System activates
sulomatically The signals can-
nol be turned green wuntil
proper setling has been made
al the points for the incoming
tradn

Any human [allure o act
will avlouatically send a red
signal at the ouler sone, slop-
ping the incoming train.

Now the question arises
why Lthen the tragic incident
took place al Hili

According W injtal Andings
bw the BR officials 1he local

511 down train arrived at Hil

three hours late It was ac-
conunodated on the loop line
s0 that the express train could
use the main line W speed

it :

While doing this the work-
men. apparently by mistake,
set all the rack points for the
local rain 10 earry on with its

journey

Dea’thi?oll25,saysRly
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_ The express train which
shoukd have passed the station

ol a sexond hne. ran on the
wrong tracks and hit the wait-
g 1rany _

Traip communication be-
tween Svedpur and Dinajpur
was feslored at T7-25 am
&I"l]:l\ Y

Two rehef trains — one
from Svedpur and the other
from lshurdi — rushed to the
spol 10 join an intensive sal-
vage aperation

Relief trains equipped with.

derricks armived at the spot
while Railwav engineers and
levhnicians were seen culting
the wrecked coaches 1o clear
the racks. .

An army battahon from
Bogra and Rangpur canton-
ments, local police and ansars
ined the rescue operation.

PFrime Minister Begum
hlialeda Zia vesterday made a
whirl wind visit to the spot
sl went (o different hospitals
arud chinies 1o see the injured.

Durning the visit. Begum Zia
ordered and enquiry. fix the
responsibility and take stern
acdion against those involved.

She was accompanied by
Communications Minister Ol
Ahmed. Education Minister

Jamuruddin Sircar.  Stale
Minister lfor Land Kabir
Hossain and some local MPs.

The governmen! yesterday
formed a six-member enqguiry
committ headed by the
Divisional Commissioner of
Rajshahi.

Railway officials said that an
independent enquiry should
also be launched by the gov-
ernment inspector of Railways.

The Communications
Minsster directed the authori-
ties concerned (o provide ex-
gratia relief to the accident
viciims and compensation

those to injured.

Besides. Ratlway
would bear all cost of treat-
ment of the injured, BR

sources said. ;

Railway Secretary Dr M
Mashiur Rahman was in
Parbatipur to oversee the sal-
vage operatiqn.

This is the first major tgain
accident of this year. In the
first six months of 1994. 13
irain accidents took place in
the country that leftl 22 dead.

The worst train accident in
the last 10 years occurred on
January 15, 1988 in which 77
people died. f

vesterday on the grounds of the Phili

w A :
Pope luhu Paul II'blesses the congregation frmn the altar
decorated with local bamboo and flowers at the start of Mass

ppmes International

Conyention Centre. A crowd of approximately half a million

came Lo see the Pope and celebrate Mass.

— AFP photo

i | Ansaruddin
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Muhamnmad Ershad in 4 co-
rruption case invoéiving pro-
curement of ENG (Electronic
News Gathering) equipment
was adjourned vesterday follo-

h-m.gadtiempﬂltm Er-
|

shad is alleged to have caused
the state a loss of Taka 2.93
crore. reports BSS

Divisional Special Judge

Sikder also al-
lowed the defence attormeys to
see their client in jail. He in-
siructed the authorities con-
rermed w0 make Necessary ar-
rangemenis so that Khandakar
Mahbub Hessain and Yusuf
Houssain Humayun. the two de-
lence lawyers. can ser Ershad
before February 1. the next
date of hearing

KH. Mahbub Hossain. in a
petition. stated that the de-
lente was yet (o receive the
necessary papers of the case
into which further investiga-
ions had been ordered.

Divisional Special Public
Prosecutor Ashrafuddin Ahmed
objected to the defence’'s con-
tention. saying that they could
easily have procured those if
they had iried to. The judge
also noted that the defence
did not bring the matier to his
nolice. He asked the defence
o report o him W they face
any difficulty in getting the
necessary papers.

Ershad is the lone accused
in this case, known as Special
case No 34 of 1993, which
came up for hearing In
Seplember 1993

Subsequently on a petition
from “the prosecution, the
court ordered reinvestigation
in May last year A fresh
chargeshest was submitied In
October last

According (o Lthe Tirst In
lormation report in November
| 988 Ershad abused his official
position and directed Lhat
television cameras accessores
and vehicles be procured for
prempl coverage ol his own
atud his wife Raushan Ershad s
activities (hereby causing the
state o suffer a loss of Taka
2.93 crore inc Taka | 68
erore in loreign

Quaz Golam Farugue, assis-
tant public prosecutor, stood
for the state alongwith Ash-
rafuddin Ahmed.

Cultural Ministry
to host reception
for Dilip, Saira

Renowned film actor of the
sub-continemt Dikip Kumar
(Yusuf Khan) and his wife Saira
Banu will be cordially received
during Lheir stay in
Bangladesh, reports BSS.

A meeting was held in this
connection at the Cultural
Ministry with State Minister
tor Culture Prof Jahan Ara
Begum in the chair.

The meeting was inforined
that Dilip Kumar and his wife
were likely to arrive in the city
on January 22 at 12.50 pm by
Bangladesh Biman. During
their six-day stay in Bangla-

‘desh. the Cultural Ministry and

different cultural tions
will accord them receptions.

The meeting was attended,
among others, by Nurul Huda
MP. Amanullah Chowdhury
MP. Shamsun Nahar Ahmed
MP, Cultural Secretary Mokhl-
esur Rahman and Director
General of Bangla Academy
Prof Harun-ur-Rashid.

Dainik Barta
reappears today

RAJSHAHI. Jan 14: Dainik
Barta will resume its publica-
tion tomorrow from here after
a gap aof six years, reports BSS.

State Minister for Social
Welfare Fazlur Rahman for-
mally launched the re-publica-
tion of Dainik Barta at a simple
ceremony held at Barta Bhaban
here this afternoon.

Presided over by Emran Ali
Sarkar, Chairman of the
Trustee Board of the paper,
the function was also ad-
dressed. among others. by the
Mayor of Rajshahi City
Corporation Mizanur Rahman
Minu. Lutfunnessa Hossain MP,
Dr. Ekram Hossain. Inform-
ation Secretary, Prof Yusuf Ali,
Vice Chancellor. Rajshahi
University and Qumrul Munir,
Editor of the paper.

JCD, Chhatra
Samaj clash
in Manikgan]

MANIKGANJ, Jan 14: Ten
people were injured in a clash
between supporters of the
BNP-hacked Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal and pro-JP Jatiya
Chhatra Samaj at a looal col-
lege today over its students
unfon election, peports UNB.

Witnesses said the clash oc-
curred at TeroSree Degree
College in Gheor thana when
pre-election of the
iwo student w confronted
each other at about 10 am. The
election s scheduled for

January 31

Two seriously wounded stu-
dents - Mustaque Hossain, (20)
of Terosree College and Hek-
mat Al of Gheor Government
College — were admitted to

Manikganj Sadar Hospital.
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NICOSIA (Cyprus). Jan 14 ran wamrned Israel Saturday
against launching military action 10 counter Tehran's alleged

efforts to acquire nuciear weapons Tehran Radio quoted a
mwﬂtﬂumwmmwm

ﬂﬂhtmnlﬂ:dhylmﬂmuldﬂ

regret by the mcursive enemay.” reports AP

Shell kills 4 in Bihac

ZAGREB. Jan 14 Four people were killed and at least fouy

wounded by a single shell which slammed into Bibac
northwestern Bosnia around noon today. following a
, heavy shelling a UN spokesmah said “Four
kﬂeda:ﬂnl:uhrmﬂ.mw:ﬂ:*m
near the bridge in Bihac town.~
Gimness. iold Reuters He said the UN was still trying o

people were
around noon
a UN spokesman.

oul where the shell was fired from. reports Reuter.

state polls starting next
month. party sources said to-
day. reports AFP.

party leaders were

<8

"ﬂhrtl are on to patch up
the differences.” C 38

spokesinan Vithal todd
AFP "Some people are making
concerted efforis to bring
aboutl unity in the party *

It will take sometimne. but |
am hopeful.” he added.

The moves came as Sonia
Candhi, widow of former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi

I I'BILISI. Jan 14: jnspired
by Russias assaull on
Cheyhinya: about 1.000 heav-

ily armed Georgian nationalists
headed toward the breakawa
region of Abkhazia Friday ans
later clashed with Georgian
govertunent forces, reporis AP.

AL least live nationalists
were wounded in a shoeotout

| with serurily and police offi-

cers. a government spokesman
said.

The natonalists were led by
former Defence Minister
Tengiz Kitovani and former
Prime Minister Tengiz Sigua.
two vowed 1o liberate”™
Abkharia

Sigua said the force, ac-
companied by three armoured
vehicles, planned to take up
position near the border town
of Zugdidi and demand the
retyrn ol refugees from Lhe
Abkhazian conflict.

“If they refuse again, then
we'll have (o0 use military
force,” Sigua warned.

The conflict began in 1992
Wwhen Georgian government
forces commanded by Kitovani
tried to quell the separatist
. movement in Abkhazia. a fer-
tile Black Sea provipnce. The
Abkhazians drove the
Georgians but in the fall of
1993

A shaky truce. mmwunitored by
aboud 3,000 Russjan peace-

Gen Fu
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three services of Lthe Bang-
ladesh armed forces yesterday
and discussed matters of
mutual interest,

General Fu called on Chief
of Army Staflf Lieutenant Ge-
neral Abu Saleh Mohamn:ad
Nasim. Bir Bikram. at the Ar-
my Headquarters at the Dhaka
Cantonment in the morning.
said an ISPR press release.

General Fu Quanyou called
on Chief of the Naval Stafl Pear
Admiral Mohammad Mohaimi-
nul Islam at the Naval Head-
quarters at Banani.

He then went (o

i Al a rally Friday morning.the

the Air )

| Headquarters and called on

Thief of the Air Stafl Air Vice-

Marshal Altal Hossain Chou
dhury.

Textile workers
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increase in the salary -
The minister said. imple
mentation of demands would
take time and asked the lead
ers to g@ive time upto January
2] 10 enable him to look into
the mattér the press release
said.
. The textile workers and
employees. however, woulkd go
ahead with their 72 hour
strike and rail-road barricade
on January 22 23
and 24

Otherwise, it would be danger

keepers and
Nations observers. has been in
place since Lthen. Howewer,

Abkhazian authorities -have

Abkhazia. and | keep my
word.” Kitovani told the -
in Thilisi. the Georgian
“If anybody stops me now ... a“-
civil war will start ia
Georgian.

“If Russia has the right l'n
defgnd its territorial mt.e.'k’

why mnt Georgian do
same, Kitovani added.

Later. security and police

, officers stopped the group’'s

buses en route to Zugdidi and
disarmed the nationalists. said
Ramaz Sakhvarelidze. a
spokesman for " Georgian
leader Eduard Shevardnadse. -
A firefight broke out when
authorities blocked the na-
tionalists’ armoured vehicles,
and at least five of Kitovani's
supporiers were wounded. he
said. Kitovani and Sigua were
detained. Shakvarelidze added.
Security Service chief Igor
Georgadze said two of the
bhuses were loaded withr assawlt
rilles, rocket and grenade
launchers and hand grenades.
Shevardnadze charged the

nationalists with provoking a
renewed conflict.

Fertiliser
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came up for discussion.

The agricultural information
service has been directed to
inform the farmers about the
government rate. quality and
application process of fertilis-
ers through radio. television
and the print media.

The meeting was held at
the directives of the Prime
Minister on January 6 last at
an emergency meeting on
fertiliser's price and distribu-
tion.

i1 is expected that the price
o lertiliser will come down
soon with these measures. .

Sale of cereals
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OMS will be Tk 10 50 per
kilogram all over the country
excepliing Dhaka and Chitta-
gong where it will be sold at
T™ 1100 per kg. Mannan
Ithuiyvan told reporters

Wheat will be sold at Th 7
per kg while arra will sell st Tx
Q per kg all over the country

During the coming month
of Ramadan distribution will
he double the normal alloca
(HOMYS

Food Seqretary islam Usidlin
Malik Director General of the
Food Department Nurwl Absar
and sennv officials of the wlin
istry and departiment were
preseint



