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Best-of-three WSC finals begin today

SYONEY. Jan 14

] Two tleams fram

| the same country

’ will battle it out

- m the World Ser-

Rie< Cricket finals starting in

SR RY W) buuﬂay =

wiuch some [ans have de

scribedd as farcical. reports
Rewter .

Australia A were introduced
to the annual one-day tourna-
ment 0 generate added inter-
est and showcase the country's
emerging lalent. They have
reached the finals ahead oi
England and Zimbabwe and
will lace the senior Australia
siCle

The idea that a world tour-
nament should be contested by
two sides fromm the same
country seems strange enough.

But the fact that batsman
Michael Bevan. off-spinner
Gavin Roberison. wicketl-
keeper Phil Emery and seamer
Paul Reiflel have been selecled
for both sides has added o the
ridicule.

The International Cricket
Council does nol recognise A-
team matches as official one-

day inmternationals. So the best- -

of-three finals. which continue
in Melbourne on January 17,
and il necessary, January 19.
are, in effect. exhibition
matches.

Kanhai's accent on practice

HAMILTON. Jan

' . i: West Indies
' « ricket coach Ro-
‘ | han Kanhai wants
0 make the most

ol the limited

maich pructice preceding his
leam’s lirst one-day interna-
- lional against New Zealand.

reports AP

The tour opener — against
the Sir Ron DBrierley Xl on
Sunday — is one of just three
games for the West Indies be-
fore they play three one-dayers
in six days, the first on Jan 22
) They then play a three-day

game against Otago before two
Test matches on their month-
long tour.

Kanhai is aware of the West
Indies’ peor Test record in
New Zealand — they lost the
1979-80 series and drew the
1987 series — and wants to
correct the balance on this

“We know what we have to

:

the only player to have toured
here before while only three
other players — Curtley
Brian Lara and

Ambrose,

American final of the Coloniad
Classic exhibition tennis

tournament at Kooveng,
reports AP
Chang did not drop serve in
fthe match as he defesied
Sampras 76 (7-4), 6-3 1o
booast his confidence for the
Australlan Open champlonship
which starts Monday at the
. National Tenrus Center
Chang. who is not noted tor
his serviee power, dropped
only twe points in his first six
service games and then weou
the last four points of Lhe
Uebreaker
MHe served a total of 10 aces
and repeatedly chased dowu
m i
w firsi sel ook 46 unn-
utes. but Chang — the Neo.5

a Conlest

England caplain Michael
Atherton labelled the situation
as larcical and said he hoped
Lhe experiiuent was never re
pealed Al Mark Taylor. Lhe
Ausiratia caplain. said he was

....
....

MARK TAYLOR
against the A team reappearing
after this season “at this stage.”

Taylor. a known opponent
of the concept. dislikes the
idea ol asking the crowd to
choose between two Australian
sides. When asked what the
purpose of the finals was now
he said: "Good question.

Boys come up against men

I don't really know the
point ol this situation but | just
nope we can win two of the
inatches to show that the first
leam is beller than the second

eleven.” he said
However. Australia coach
Bobby Simpson and Greg

Chappell. Simpson's Opposile
number in the A side. both
came oul in lavour of the all
Australia linals

It's a wonderful experience
lor the new players to play in
front of big crowds agathst in-
ternational sides and that

"should be a help for the fu

ture,” said Simpson.

The 38000 fans., who
turned up o watch the A side
play England on Thursday®are
testimony (o the popularity of
the tdea.”

Simpson added: ‘It is not a
bad idea 1o have the senior
players looking over their
shoulders and being tested in
the middle by players vying for
their places :

‘It happens {n Sheffield
Shield cricket so our players
should not be worried about
it.” .
Chappell said: “The only
reason Mark Taylor didn't
want the A side in the finals
was because he knew we would
present Australia with their
biggest test ”

Anderson Cummins — played
in the World Cup in New
Zealand three years ago.

Since taking over as coach
in 1992, Kanhai has lost from
his team experienced players
such as Desmond Haynes,
Righie Richardson. Gus Logie,
Dawvid Williams and Patrick

]

“We have some experienced
players but this is mainly a
young side and this tour is a
chance for them to establish

ROHAN KANHAI

- Patterson.

chance of winning That's my
aim. I'm here to try and win."

Sampras, who will be de
fending his men's singles title
at the Australian Open. said he
had used the match to exper
iment.

1 ried servingg and volley-
ing a little nuwe on iy sevond
serve, chipping and charging a
hiitle, he said Exhibitions are

where you gei the chance io
experiment on new things
*The lasi thing | wamnt s o
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themsehes in the West lndies
side for the vears to come.” he
said.

The West Indies team for
Sunday's match is rich with
all-rounders and Kanhai said
up to four players — Stuart
Williams. Sherwin Campbell.
Shivnarine Chanderpaul and
Roland Holder — were staking
claims as opening batsmen-

With retired internationals
Lance Caims. John Wright and
Australian Jefl Thomson lend
ing a relaxed look to the
Brierley XI, the side has
enough talented players — in
cluding likely New Zealand
team members Nathan Astle
and Dipak Patel — to make a
contest out of the game.

TEAMS

WEST INDIES: Courtney
Walshicaptain). Keith Arthu
rton. Sherwin Campbell, Stuart
Williams. Roland Holder
Shivnarine Changlerpaul. Brian
Lara, Jimmy Adams. Anderson
Cummins. Curtley Ambrose.
Winston Behjamin.

BRIERLEY XI: Lance Caims

captain), John Wright, Jefi ‘1[

Thomson. Roger Twose, Gra
ham Bumett. Grant Bradburn.
Mark Bailey. Dipak Patel
Nathan 'Astle, Paul Jarvis
Robbie Hart

be predicrable. |'m working on

mixing my game up a bil
more
Sampras said Chang s serve

was one of the keys to the re
sult That's the best he s ever
served] agalnst e he sad

In ronsolation rowund
matches Stelan Edberg of
Sweden defeated Wally Masaat
ol Auiistrabia. 7 6 (7-2) 6-4 and
Austiralian Jason Stollenbwerg
beal Germany = Michael Stich
-4 (4

-

| Forget clinches
Adelaide Int'l
tennis title
ADELAIDE, Jan 14: Guy For-
get of France beat Australia’s
Patrick Rafter 7-6 (7-3), 7-6

(11-9) Saturday in the final of
the Adelaide International

reports AP

it was Forget's third win in
48 many matches in the six-
man Invitational event al
Memorial Drive. He beal
Yevgeny Kafelnikov of Russia
and Todd Martin of the United
States earlier In Group B
malches.

Rafter had qualified from
Group A that had also grouped
American players Andre Agassi
and Jim Courier. All three fin-
ished with -] records.

Courier beat Rafter 6-3, 6-3
in a earlier match Saturday
that was postponed by rain
from Friday night. but Rafter
advammced because he has won
inore games than Courler or
Agassi in his group.

Rafter led 5-4 and 40-0 in
the second set before letting
Forget off the hook. In the
second-set _tiebreaker, Rafter
held two more set points bul
could not convert them.

"l think overall I was a
good fight.” said Forget. "When

you re plaving a e h where
both plavers are serve and
volleyers, two nustakes in
row can really make a differ
enee.

Ralter said he let up when
huodcting the three set points al

o

one or two points, and he
came up with some pretty
good returms, said Rafter

Unlucky 13
for Aouita

Friday the 13th proved an un-
lucky night for a comeback

Irack star Said Aouita. reports
Reuter

‘The 35-vear-old Aouita be-
gan his comeback after more
than two years away from
competition at the Hamilton
Spectator Indoor Games. but
could finish no better than
fourth in the 3.000 metres.

Before the race the Prince
ol the Desert said he wanted to
break the indoor mark of eight

minutes and two seconds and
he sounded as if he believed he
could d@ctually do it

But Aouita was in the mid
dle of the pack throughowt the
race and never challenged for
the lead

Still he said he was happy
with his race and was not con
cerned with falling well short
of his goal after training for
just three weeks .

Canadian Graeme Fell. whn
is also 35 won the race in
0676

Fell. who
medal in Lthe
Commonwealth Games Jast
year made a late charge 1o
edgr American Thomas Nohilly
by a mere hundredth of 4 ser
el

Aouila
BOR 47

IAAF recognises

won a bronze
J ) at the

was fourth in

’ '

Caiyun's feat

MONACO., Jan 14 Chinas
Sun Calyun is the first wosnmen s
pole vaull world record ho! der
the Internattonal Amaleur
Alhietic Federation (LAAF) an
nounced here Friday. repors
AP

Catyun s record of 4.05 me
ires was sel In 992 in
Nanjing but records in the
wognen s pole vault, along wath
woren & hamumner throw . have
only now been recognised by
the IAAF

Tasmanian Open
title Meshki's

HOBART. Jan 14. Georgla s
lLetla Meskhi won the US
107.500 dirs Tasmanian Open
wonen & lennis ¢hampionship
Saturday. defeaung China s
Fang Li 6-2, 6-3, reports AP

Meskhi, the fifth seed and
ranked 33rd in the world
weeded only 72 minutes 1o
beat Fang Li. breaking the
Chinese player's serve in Lhe
fourth game of the first set 1o
lake a 3-1 lead which she ex
tended o 5-1 before taking
the set.

She continued her dom
nance from early in the second
sel, breaking Li's serve if the
second game for 2-0.

Meskhi went 0 a 4-1 lead
using an impressive array of
ground strokes and passing
shots and despite a mini re-
vival from Li. ranked 66th. the
Georgiap kept her head to win
the match.

‘It feels great to Lake Lhe
ttle.” Meskhi said "R's a greal
start lor the year and | feel my
form is good leading o the
Australian Open. -

The tournament. which be
Zan last year suffered a set-
back this year when top seed
Ines Gnrrnchltt'ui of

hrmmmuun

Sp

exhibition tennis tournament,

| sort ol relaxed a bit on

HAMILTON, Ontario. Jan 14

lrom retirement for Moroccan
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Argentina s Gabriela Sabating plays a forehand return to Mary-Joe
New South Wules Open tennis championship
Lindsay Davenport in final today. >
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Pat McEnroe wins NSW Open

SYDNEY . Jan 14
Anrerican Patrick
MobEnroe made 11
lourth time lucky
’ S.tlurday when he
boai Kol ood Fromberg lor his
lirst c.ucer ATP tour singles
titde 111 the New Sounth Wales
Open  1enums championship,

reports Al
McEnroe

brother ‘of lormer
worldd No. | John !n'!g.!-inm-r.
who telephoned befores the
match with advice. trinmphed
6-2 7-G617-4) in a one-hour.
42 munute tinal on the White
City Center Court

' the women s semifinals
the LI!S 650 000 dollars
tourmament. American Lindsay
Dauvenpors Gabriela
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winning Lhe men »

rim' hol.d ool d
singles

repeal of Ltheir Virginia Slims
championship decider of last
Novemibedt with wins

Sabatini. who broke a 2 1-2-
vear drought with victory In
the Slims final beat American
Mary Jo# Fernandez 6-1. 6-4

in the second semifinals
Satumrrkn
Earlier, Davenport advanced

when tLitleholder Kimiko Date
of Japan lorfetted their semifi-
natk with an abdeminal muscle
strain with the top-seeded
Aserw an leading 6-4. 4-1

it wds a delighted McEnroe
who saluted the crowd after
Fromberg punched a backhand
volley wide. Victory was sweet
for the New Yorker betler
ktiown as a doubles player and
g used to hiving in the

—  mmaae T mer
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linal against Australia's

Richard Fromberg at the New South Wales Open tennis in

Sydney yesterday McEnroe won 6-2, 7-8(7-4)

- AFP photo
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shadow of his famous brother.

Singles for me takes a lot
of hard work.” said McEnroe.
beaten In the finals at
Auckland and Basle last year
and Chicago in 1991, where he
lost to his big brother

“That is what | have done
over the years . try to get a lit
tle bit better ”

A laid-back McEnroe. a
semiflinalist at the 1991
Australlan Open. insisted he
would not "have lost any sleep”
if he d been beaten.

But he added: "It feels great
I'm not the kind of guy to get
obsessed about something. My
goal is to improve and if that
uwans | can win some titles,
that's great.” 1

He said brother John. win-
ner of seven Grand Slam sin-

gles titles. had telephoned
from New York wilh 'htlpf'l.ll
hints on how to beat
Fromberg.

1 took the advice and it
worked well.” he said.

The New Yorker should also
thank first-round rival Karsten
Braasch of Germany who had
over-ruled an "out” call on a
McEnroe down-the-line fore-
hand on the first of five match
points against the American.

"Maybe he thought he was
OK with all the others he had °
quipped McEnroe. who won
US dirs 43.000.,Tve got to

lake him out to dinner.”

Against Fromberg. attempt-
ing took become the first local
winner of the title since 1988

he played aggressively. making

his opponent run non-stop.
Alter taking the first set in

J6 minutes by breaking in the
lourth and last games.
McEnroe found himself down
2-4 and a point away from a 2-
3 deficit before clawing back.

‘1 felt like | was playing well
and If | lost the second there
was still a way to go. but | just
tried to get back.” said
McEnroe. who also trailed 3-0
in the tiebreaker. .

A missed overhead smash
by Fromberg allowed McEnroe
back to 3-3 and he took four of
the next five points for vic-
tory.,
Date., world ranked elghth
and seeded third led 4-1 and
had a point for 5-2 in the first
scl before losing her next five
service games as Lhe stomach
injury. suffered in practice In
Japan. took its toll.

Davenport, 18, while happy
to advance. believes she still

has to improve her game.
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Fernandez of America in her semifinal match of the
in Sydney yesterday. Sabatini won in straight sets 6-1. 6-4 and will play
: — AFP photo

diving
gold for China

SYDNEY. Jan 14: Chinese
divers picked up a second gold
Saturday in a close conlest at
an international meet in the
Sydney Olvimpics 2000 diving
pool here. reports AFP

Shi Lei took top slot in the
women's platforin event in this
Soulheryy Cross Grand Prix
with 470.79 points.

She was a tine entry ahead
ol Russia's Svellana
Timoshinina with 470.71. and
with  Australia’s ig-form
Vyninka Arlow o third.

In another close finish
Friday. China's Yang Lan and
Russia's Yulia Pakhaklina tied
lor the gold medal in the
woren s one-metre spring-
board final after the Russian
had swept up (rom third place
with a great dive

After two of the event's
three davs. China has won two
gold medals with Russia.
Sweden and Australia at one
apiece, "with two events to be
decided Sunday

The presence of the
Chinese divers at the Grand
Prix has been free of the con-
troversy which had earlier
plagued Chinese swimmers.

Australian swimmers have
been circulating petitions de-
manding the banning of China
Irom international swimming
competition because of what
they describe as
‘overwhelming evidence of
systegnatic doping in the coun-
ry.” |

The petitions call on the
peak Australian swimming
body to lollow the lead al the
Australian Swimming Coaches
Association (ASCA) in calling
for FINA. the international
swimming body. to impose a
four-vear ban on the Chinese.

The ASCA call came After
seven Chinese swimmers (ailed
drug tests adininistered at the
Asian Games. in Hiroshima In
October '

Australian swimming
coaches told AFP that they did
not object to the presence of
the divers.

Earlier this week the
Chinese divers had competed
inn New Zealand

Mjchael Murphy of Australia
won the gold in the mens
three-metre springboard. The
dual Commonwealth Gages
gold medalist finished almost
26 points ahead of World

Championship silver medalist
Dimitry Sautin of Russia with
China s Fan Huaquiang another
| nine points back in third.
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ACTOR’S DIFFICULT
clue: E
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you think that X equals O, it
will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short
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Flala

first round with a knee com-
plaint. Second-seeded
American Chanda Rubin was
forced out before her second.
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World number one Pete Sampras through with a forehand

‘return during his semifinal match against Swede Stefan : “Barney 51 Moment
Edberg at the Kooyong tenms classic in Melboyrne on Jan ;:-':rﬂ Match with an ankie in- words and words using an ve you clues to
13. Sampras won 6-3, 6-7(4-7), 6-2. — AFP photo | locating vowels. Solution Is by trial and error.



